
  

 
 
Dear Christian,  
 How do you feel about work? This question is particularly important in our 
culture. Some people are fortunate enough to do work that they are not only skilled at 
but which they thoroughly enjoy. Many others, however, see their jobs only as a 
necessary evil to provide for their families. Their days are filled with what they consider 
to be long, empty, and frustrating hours on the job. How, then, are we to feel about 
work? Whether we find enjoyment in our job or whether our work seems empty, what 
is the Christian attitude?  
WORK IS A MEANS OF SERVING CHRIST. 
 The is a true statement! When we become Christians, it’s not a part-time job, 
Paul says, Romans 12:1 "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--which is your spiritual 
worship.” Since we take our bodies with us wherever we go, including work, we are to 
offer them as a sacrifice in service to Christ. We are told in Scripture that we should 
work on our jobs just as if Christ was our boss. Ephesians 6:7-8 states, "Serve 
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the 
Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does." If we understand that verse it 
should have a dramatic effect on our work. Our jobs will be lifted out of the mundane 
and seen as a way of serving our Lord and receiving a reward from him for our hard 
work! In short, we could sum up by saying Colossians 3:17, "Whatever you do, whether 
in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.” This applies to our work as well and tends to raise our labor out of 
frustration to fulfillment!  
WORK IS A MEANS OF SERVING OTHERS. 
 This is true in at least two ways! Work gives us the opportunity to earn the 
respect of non-Christians and creates an atmosphere when circumstances are right, they 
will be open to our testimony about Christ. Paul writes 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, "Make 
it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your 
hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so 
that you will not be dependent on anybody.” To win the respect of outsiders, we must 
work hard and display Christian character on the job. When we do this, we will have not 
only won respect for our own life, but also for the church and the Christ we claim to 
serve. Our job can become a means of winning the respect of the non-Christian who will 
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be open in time to the message of Christ because of what he has seen in our lives, and 
our jobs can be a service to the church as those we work with respect what the church 
has meant in our lives!  
 Our jobs also provide us with the opportunity to share materially with those who 
have less. Ephesians 4:28 declares that a person "must work, doing something useful 
with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need." The early 
Christians in Jerusalem certainly understood the service they could render their brothers 
by sharing materially (Acts 2:46; 4:34-35). The Bible sees this as a measure of our love. 1 
John 3:17 says, "If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has 
no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” Not everyone will be in a position 
to make good money, but those who do can and should see their good fortune as an 
opportunity to serve their brothers who may have need.  
WORK IS A MEANS OF SERVING OURSELVES. 
 This is not selfish at all. The Bible suggests that work protects us spiritually from 
at least two sinful tendencies. It keeps us from being lazy. Paul makes it clear, human 
nature, that the tendency of those who are idle or lazy is to become gossips. That was 
Paul's complaint to the Thessalonians. 2 Thessalonians 3:11 "We hear that some among 
you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies.” It is likely that no sin has more 
repeatedly and more seriously damaged churches than the sin of gossip. One thing is 
sure: those who have time to gossip are not keeping themselves busy with God’s work! 
 Work helps us to be "independent" rather than "dependent" materially. There is 
nothing wrong or shameful about being in need materially if it has come from 
circumstances other than laziness and idleness. If such is the case, we must learn to 
share our needs with our brothers and allow them the blessing of giving! If we are in 
good health and can find work to support ourselves, the biblical goal is for us to become 
materially independent of our brothers in Christ, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 says the 
purpose of our work is so that we "will not be dependent on anybody." Paul believed 
that he felt that if a man would not work because of laziness, he should not be helped! 2 
Thessalonians 3:10 "If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”  By avoiding the spiritual 
disease of laziness, we also keep ourselves from becoming an unnecessary burden on 
others (2 Thessalonians 3:8).  
 What does all this mean? It means that whether you ever find yourself in a 
situation where you love your job, the Christian view of work should only serve to 
enhance your good feelings. If you ever find yourself in a position where the work you 
are doing seems mundane, it can be used by you as an opportunity to SERVE CHRIST, 
SERVE OTHERS, and SERVE YOURSELF!     Your Pastor, Chris 



  

 
Name: Arthur Harmon Schmidt 
Born:  December 19, 2021 
Weight: 7 lbs. 9 oz. 
Length:  19 ½ inches 
 
Congratulations to Parents Cody & Maci Schmidt, Grandparents 
Andy & Becca Modlin, and Great-Grandmother Shirley Modlin. 
 
 
Iona M. Sweers 
Having called Garnett, Kansas home for 85 years, Iona Mae 
(Hodgman) Sweers, known to many as Iona, passed away on 
Wednesday, December 29, 2021, at the age of 94. 
 
Funeral services will be held at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, 
January 5, 2022, at the First Christian Church in Garnett, Kansas. 
Burial will follow at the Garnett Cemetery. Iona's family will 
greet friends from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM on Tuesday evening at 
the Feuerborn Family Funeral Service Chapel in Garnett. 
 
Penelopia Ann “Penny” Layton 
Age 75, of Garnett, Kansas, passed away Tuesday, December 28, 
2021, at Nottingham Health & Rehabilitation, Olathe, Kansas. 
 
Cremation is planned with a Celebration of Life to be held later. 
 
 
 
Congratulations to: 
 
Candice Kent – January 2nd, 2022 
 
 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” 
      –John 20:29 
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Calling all Shut-in’s: 
 If you live in or near Garnett, we would like to send the Deacons of the church to 
bring church to you! Every Sunday we send 2 men out to call on and serve communion 
to our shut in’s. We care about you and want to help you to stay connected first to God 
and to your church family. Please contact Chet Friend at the church office (785-448-
3452) if you are interested in having us add you to the FCC shut in communion list. 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living 
 
Guest Home Estates: 806 West 4th Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Ruth Gorrell  Apt. 112 
 
Parkview Heights: 101 North Pine Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Jean Brown  Milton Greiner Gladys Young 
 
Residential Living Center: 421 South Maple Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Jim Jordan  Bob Meliza  Lillian Wilcox 

FCC Prayer Requests 
Prayer Requests will be removed after 1 month. In the event you would like to extend 

your Prayer Request an additional month, please submit another Sunday bulletin flap & 
check mark “Christian Visitor” or email fccsec@fccgarnett.org. 

 
Morgan Hurt-Health 
Wilma McIntosh/Family 
Kimmie Damron-Health/Surgery Dec. 10 (Daughter to Anita New) 
 
Tom Tush-Health/Meds Working, Test Results Great! 
 
Stephanie Cole-Health(LaVerne Cole) 
Nick Wales-Coming home end of Dec. from Africa(LaVerne Cole) 
Ruth Peine & Family-Passing of Brother-In-Law Michael Pantano 
 
1/3: Mark Gooding-Currently in Anderson County Hospital with breathing problems. 
 



  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

Previous Week 
Dec 27: Brook Hughes - Charles Allen 
Dec 28: Amy Persinger 
Dec 29: Dennis Runyan 
Jan 1:  Steve Richards 
Jan 2:  Craig Cole – Shane Figgins Jr. 
 
This Week 
Jan 3:  Colby Mundell – Krista Hedrick 
Jan 5:  Easton Wettstein 
Jan 7:  Jeff Barnes 
Jan 8:  Aailynnia Adams – David Bilderback – Jay Macklin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARYS 
 
Previous Week 
Dec 30: David & Janette Bilderback 
Jan 1:  David & Christina Wharton 
 
This Week 
Jan 3:  Christopher & Natasha Goetz 
Jan 7:  Karl & Morgan Hurt 
Jan 9:  Corky & Kay Wilson 
 
 



  

 

ATTENDANCE January 2nd, 2022 
 

8:00 am Service: 25  10:30 am Service: 88  Total: 113 
 

FINANCE REPORT January 2nd, 2022 
 

General: $ 3,792 / MTD: $ 3,792  Vehicle: $150 / MTD $150 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL January 2nd, 2022 

SOS CLASS: You’ll Get Through This Next Week: Page 91 
Prayer: Gary Benjamin     Lesson: Gary Benjamin     Atten:14     Bibles:10     Readers:10 

Closed With: “The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

SMALL GROUPS SCHEDULE 
 
Boy’s Discipleship:  Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 PM       When: Monday’s 
Traxson’s:   Loc: House Rotation   Time: 6:30 PM   When:   Monthly on 2nd & 4th  Tuesday’s 
Men’s Discipleship:  Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 AM       When: Tuesday’s 
Bilderback’s:   Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 PM       When: Tuesday’s 
Girls Discipleship:  Loc: Born's House Time: 5:30 PM       When: Wednesday’s 
Born’s:    Loc: Born's House Time: 6:30 PM       When: Thursday’s 

 
FCC EVENTS & MEETINGS 

 
Jan 3:  Christian Woodcrafters 8:30 AM 
 
Jan 4:  Prayer Team 6:30 PM 
   
Jan 5:  Coffee & Popcorn Fellowship 8:00 AM / Christian Crafters 10:00 AM / 
  Christian Woodcrafters 1:30 PM / Roots 5:30 PM 
 
Jan 9:  8:00 AM Service / 10:30 AM Service / Pastor Team Meet 11:45 AM /  
  Legacy 5:00 PM / Elders Meeting 5:00 PM / Board Meeting 6:00 PM 

 



  

Closing Announcements: 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FCC Staff: 

*Lead Pastor Chris & Natasha Goetz with children Hope, Makenna, & Malakai 
*Youth Coordinator Bryar Wight 
*Children/Youth Leader Kristina & Bryant Traxson with child Elizabeth 
*Office Administrator Chet & Catie Friend with children Marissa, Dustin, & Brayden 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman)  
Dave Bilderback  (785) 304-0903  Cody Clark     (785) 448-8093 
*Kevin Lewis  (785) 433-3708  Jason Sjorlund   (785) 448-7660 
Nathan Wiehl   (785) 204-2178 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 

Jonathan Born  (620) 340-7784  Dane Byerley   (785) 304-2831 

Mike Croucher  (785) 448-8077  James Dodd   (785) 418-5479 

*Ben King  (785) 448-4355  Royce Powelson    (785) 418-5020 

Bill Ratliff   (785) 248-3854  Joe Ray    (785) 304-6835 

Bryant Traxson  (620) 778-1074  Aaron Tucker   (316) 573-1974 

Gerad Wight   (785) 448-4665  Corky Wilson   (785) 204-2306  

Chris Goetz – Lead Pastor 

503-474-7965   Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 

Bryar Wight – Youth Coordinator 

785-433-1725  Email: N/A 

Kristina Traxson – Children & Youth Leader  

785-448-8684  Email: kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com  

Chet Friend – Office Administrator  

913-548-8583  Email: fccsec@fccgarnett.org  
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