
  

 
 
 When an Apostle Paul would send a letter to a particular congregation, the letter was 
intended to be read publicly in worship. Colossians 4:16 "After this letter has been read 
to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read 
the letter from Laodicea.”  When such a letter was received by a church and read in 
worship, there would not only be adults present, but there would also be children. This 
gave the apostles the opportunity to speak to the adult and children. Children would 
hear the following instructions:  
Ephesians 6:1-3 "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 'Honor your 
father and mother'--which is the first commandment with a promise--'that it may go 
well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”  
Colossians 3:20 "Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”    
  These Biblical Truths not only taught the parents to know what they should be able to 
expect from their children, but it provided the children with a clear idea of what God 
expected from them in relation to their parents. It also offered the church specific 
guidelines that should direct its teaching and challenges to its young people. 
TWO BROAD RESPONSIBILITIES. 
  With 365 days in a year, children have at least that many times to relate to his parents 
or guardians. Even so, in each new day and under various sets of circumstances a child is 
to respond to his parents or guardians in one of two ways, both of which are very closely 
related.  
  Children, OBEY your parents: Obey means to hear under the authority of someone 
else. A child obeys his parents when he listens to what they have said (hear), and 
because of the authority he recognizes them to have (under), does what his parents 
have told him. What should also be noted is that when Christ commands a child to obey 
his parents, He is asking the child to do no more than He Himself was willing to 
do. Hebrews 5:8-9 "Although He was a son, He learned obedience from what He 
suffered, and once made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
obey Him.”  
  Children, HONOR your parents: Paul says that children are to honor their fathers and 
mothers (Ephesians 6:2). Such teaching is as old as the ten 
commandments Deuteronomy 5:16 “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord 
your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with 
you in the land the Lord your God is giving you.”  This was confirmed by the Lord Jesus 
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several times (Matthew 15:4; Mark 7:10; 10:19; Luke 18:20). The Greek word translated 
"honor" can mean to "set a price on, estimate, value." We show honor to when we 
value them enough to listen to their instructions and to act in a way not to  bring 
disgrace or shame. When children honor their parents, they show it by being obedient!  
REASONS FOR ACTING RESPONSIBLY 
  The biblical writers were aware of the nature of children. If you tell a child to do 
something, more often than not the youngster is going to want to know WHY. The 
Scriptures suggest at least three reasons why they should obey and honor their parents.  
Because it is PLEASING TO GOD! Colossians 3:20 says, "Children, obey your parents in 
everything, for this pleases the Lord."  This might be a greater motivation than we might 
imagine. We know from the Lord (Matthew 18:3-4) and from experience that young 
people often have a greater sensitivity and openness to God than many adults. For this 
reason, many times in church life young people are encouraged to offer their lives "as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God" which is their spiritual service (Romans 12:1). 
We need to share with them that one of the concrete ways that they can offer 
themselves as living sacrifices to God is by obeying and honoring their parents, for 
this pleases the Lord!  
Because it is RIGHT! If children are taught and disciplined, they learn that some things 
are "right,” and some things are "wrong." Consequently children should be taught that 
just as God's law is right (Romans 7:12), as His judgements are right (2 Thessalonians 
1:5); Revelation 16:7; 19:2), and as it is right to feel good about God's 
people (Philippians 1:7), and as it is right to please God rather than man (Acts 4:19), so 
it is right for children to obey and honor their parents (Ephesians 6:1)!  
Because it carries with it GOD'S PROMISE! When Paul wrote the Ephesians, he not only 
quoted an Old Testament command, but he also cited the promise that goes with it 
(Ephesians 6:1-3). Paul was referring to Deuteronomy 5:16, "Honor your father and 
your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and 
that it may be well with you in the land the Lord your God has given you."  
  Children who live a disciplined life of obedience to their parents escape many of the 
real consequences of the foolish behavior of undisciplined children. Proverbs 
30:17 says, "The eye that mocks a father, that scorns obedience to a mother, will be 
pecked out by the ravens of the valley, will be eaten by the vultures.”  This is simply a 
picturesque way of saying that the kind of behavior a child sows, he will also reap 
(Galatians 6:7-8). God has structured our world such that if a child obeys and honors his 
parents, the tendency will be for him to live a longer and happier life than those who do 
not.  



  

  We must all remember, no matter how old or young we are, if we are Christians then 
we are God's children (Romans 8:16; Galatians 3:26-27). Since we are His children, we 
too must apply these Biblical principles to our lives. We must honor and obey our God, 
understanding that such behavior is pleasing to Him and carries with it our God's great 
and glorious promises! Your Pastor, Chris 
 
SPRING CHICKENS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS & DINNER 

 
On December 8th, this jolly FCC squad 
enjoyed an evening of fellowship by 
dinner at Cracker Barrel, followed by a 
van ride through Kansas City’s festive 
lights and decorations. 
 
 
 
 
 

Cristian Crafters 
2021 Holiday Mart Quilt Raffle Winners: Carol Richardson 
      Elizabeth Oliver 
      Sherry Benjamin 
Calling all Shut-in’s: 
If you live in or near Garnett, we would like to send the Deacons of the church to bring 
church to you! Every Sunday we send 2 men out to call on and serve communion to our 
shut in’s. We care about you and want to help you to stay connected first to God and to 
your church family. Please contact Chet Friend at the church office (785-448-3452) if 
you are interested in having us add you to the FCC shut in communion list. 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living 
Guest Home Estates: 806 West 4th Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Ruth Gorrell  Apt. 112 
Parkview Heights: 101 North Pine Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Jean Brown  Milton Greiner Gladys Young 
Residential Living Center: 421 South Maple Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Roy Hermreck  Jim Jordan  Bob Meliza  Lillian Wilcox 



  

 BIRTHDAYS 
 

Dec 16: Jody Cole 
Dec 18: Greg Gwin - Janice Tush 
Dec 19: Cheryl Varvel - Donna Williams 

 
ANNIVERSARYS 

 
Dec 19: Clint & Jennifer Kettler 
 



  

 

SMALL GROUPS!! 
 

Do you feel led to host or teach a small group? Small Group season runs from the week 
after Labor Day through April, but groups can run all year if they choose. Prayerfully 

consider being part of this special ministry. Friends, food, fellowship and most importantly 
discipleship! Jesus Christ created The Church with the purpose of doing life together! I 

don’t believe one hour on Sunday is all He had in mind. Please prayerfully consider joining, 
hosting, or contributing to a weekly small group.  

The truth is we are STRONGER TOGETHER! (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 

FCC Prayer Requests 
 

2021 Teachers and Students   Bea Lile/Family 
Bob Meliza     Bonnie Ives(Sister to Donna Williams) 
Chris/Junelle Varvel    Cindy Brubaker-Health(Niece to Judy Tisor) 
Connie(Sister to Colete Spencer)  Debbie Wiesner 
Devyn(Daughter to Connie Scott)  Ethan Bilderback-Coming home from Germany 
Gene Watson     Healthcare Workers 
Iona Sweers     Jeannie Thompson(Sister to Bill Ratliff) 
Judith Mays     Kidnapped Missionaries in Haiti 
Larry Porter-Health    LaVerne Cole/Family 
Lilian Wilcox     Lisa Modlin & Family 
Loydene West-Health    Mary Hamilton 
Michael Pantano-Health(BIL to Ruth Peine) Morgan Hurt-Health 
Penny Layton-Health    Phyllis & Roger Adams 
Sara Blow-Health    Spark’s Family 
Steve Watkins     Sydnee Poeverlein 
Wilma McIntosh/Family 
Tom Tush-Health/Meds Working, Test Results Great! 
Hatcher Rodman-Health(GGS of Rick & Nancy Horn) 
Kimmie Damron-Health/Surgery Dec. 10 (Daughter to Anita New) 
Mary Conrad-Health(Aunt to Amanda Poeverlein) 
Maurice White-Health(Brother to Loydene West) 
Ronnie & Oneda Grimes-Health(IL to Judy Tisor) 
Wayne Linder-Recovery/Doing much better (Brother to Doug Linder) 



  

 

ATTENDANCE December 12th, 2021 
 

8:00 am Service: 55  10:30 am Service: 124  Total: 179 
 

FINANCE REPORT December 12th, 2021 
 

General: $ 3,026 / MTD: $ 10,224  Vehicle: $0 / MTD $150 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL December 12th, 2021 

 

SOS CLASS: You’ll Get Through This Next Week: Page 78 
Prayer: Burke Rodgers     Lesson: Gary Benjamin     Atten:13     Bibles:11     Readers:10 

Closed With: “The Lord’s Prayer 
 

SMALL GROUPS SCHEDULE 
 

Boy’s Discipleship:  Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 PM       When: Monday’s 
Traxson’s:   Loc: House Rotation   Time: 6:30 PM   When:   Monthly on 2nd & 4th  Tuesday’s 
Men’s Discipleship:  Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 AM       When: Tuesday’s 
Girls Discipleship:  Loc: Born's House Time: 5:30 PM       When: Wednesday’s 
Born’s:    Loc: Born's House Time: 6:30 PM       When: Thursday’s 
Bilderback’s:   Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 PM       When: Tuesday’s 

FCC EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 

Dec 13: Christian Woodcrafters 8:30 AM 
 
Dec 14: Prayer Team 6:30 PM 
   
Dec 15: Coffee & Popcorn Fellowship 8:00 AM / Christian Crafters 10:00 AM / 
  Christian Woodcrafters 1:30 PM / ROOTS 5:30 PM 
 
Dec 16: Care Team 7:00 PM 
 
Dec 19: 8:00 AM Service / 10:30 AM Service / Education Team Meet 11:45 AM /  
  Legacy Christmas Party 5:00 PM 

 



  

 
Closing Announcements: 
 

Save these Dates! 

December 19th (Christmas Sunday Service): 

 8:00am Traditional Christmas Service 

 10:30am Blended Christmas Service 

 5:00pm  Legacy Youth Church Christmas Party 

 

December 24th (Christmas Eve Candlelight Service): 

 4:00pm  Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 6:00pm  Blended Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

 December 27 -January 1st: FCC Office will be closed 

 

 December 31: Legacy New Year’s Party (See Bryar for details) 

 

 

FCC Staff: 

*Lead Pastor Chris & Natasha Goetz with children Hope, Makenna, & Malakai 
*Youth Coordinator Bryar Wight 
*Children/Youth Leader Kristina & Bryant Traxson with child Elizabeth 
*Office Administrator Chet & Catie Friend with children Marissa, Dustin, & Brayden 
 
 

FCC SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

*10:30 A.M. Worship Service is looking for audio/visual workers and instrumentalist. To 
audition contact Carmen (785)448-4228 or Natasha (971)241-2520. 
 

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT FCC 
 

Online: fccgarnett.breezechms.com    Mail: P.O. Box 126, Garnett, KS. 66032 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman)  
Dave Bilderback  (785) 304-0903  Cody Clark     (785) 448-8093 
*Kevin Lewis  (785) 433-3708  Jason Sjorlund   (785) 448-7660 
Nathan Wiehl   (785) 204-2178 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 

Jonathan Born  (620) 340-7784  Dane Byerley   (785) 304-2831 

Mike Croucher  (785) 448-8077  James Dodd   (785) 418-5479 

*Ben King  (785) 448-4355  Royce Powelson    (785) 418-5020 

Bill Ratliff   (785) 248-3854  Joe Ray    (785) 304-6835 

Bryant Traxson  (620) 778-1074  Aaron Tucker   (316) 573-1974 

Gerad Wight   (785) 448-4665  Corky Wilson   (785) 204-2306  

Chris Goetz – Lead Pastor 

503-474-7965   Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 

Bryar Wight – Youth Coordinator 

785-433-1725  Email: N/A 

Kristina Traxson – Children & Youth Leader  

785-448-8684  Email: kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com  

Chet Friend – Office Administrator  

913-548-8583  Email: fccsec@fccgarnett.org  
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