
  

 
 

 1 Thessalonians 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build one another 

up, just as you are doing.”  Paul was assuming that the Thessalonian believers were 

already encouraging and building each other up.  I wonder if Paul would have been safe 

in assuming the same thing about us.  Sadly, it is easy for us to become spiritually selfish 

and to forget the example of Jesus, Matthew 20:28 “He did not come to be served but 

to serve.”  If we imitate Christ, our greatest concern will be how can we encourage and 

build up our Christian family? 

THE MEANING OF ENCOURAGE AND BUILD UP: 
 The word that is translated "encourage" is the Greek word "parakaleo." It is 
actually a combination of two words, "kaleo" which means "I call" and "para" which 
means "beside." To encourage someone means that we have been called to their 
side.  The picture is something like that of a cheerleader.  The cheerleader can't play the 
game for the athlete, but the cheers and yells do give added incentive for the ballplayer 
to dig deeper and play more intensely.  We can't live the Christian life for someone else, 
but we can be there to "cheer" them on through our words and lives. 
 The other responsibility is to "build each other up”.  This is an image of 
carpentry or construction work.  God is in the business of building lives that conform to 
the character of Jesus. Imagine God has sub-contracted some of the work to us.  He has 
entrusted us with the work of helping build the lives of other Christians.  We should feel 
honored that God counts us worthy of such work, and at the same time we must take 
seriously the awesome responsibility of having a stake in the development of another 
person's spiritual life.  The question is this: How can we encourage and build up our 
brothers and sisters in Christ? The rest of your life will be spent determining how to do 
these things better, I pray that the following suggestions will be helpful to you.  
 
THE MECHANICS OF ENCOURAGING AND BUILDING UP: 
 The word "mechanics" is not very precise. The art and commitment to 
encouraging and building others up is more than a simple mechanical procedure. There 
are some concrete things which the Scriptures say we can do as we strive for machine-
like precision in the fine art of encouraging and building up our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
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 Encouragement: The primary means of encouraging others is through what we 
say. This means that we must develop a readiness to talk about spiritual matters.  What 
we say by way of encouraging or urging will depend upon the specific need in a person's 
life. For example, we see Paul urging or encouraging Christians to offer themselves as 
living sacrifices (Romans 12:1-2), to live in unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; Philippians 4:2), to 
be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20), to submit to other Christians (1 Corinthians 
16:15), to forgive and reaffirm love for a disciplined sinner (2 Corinthians 2:7-8), to live a 
life worthy of God's calling (Ephesians 4:1), to watch out for those who cause division 
(Romans 16:17), and to pray (Romans 15:30). The content of your words of 
encouragement will depend upon the specific need in a person's life at the time.    
 Writing letters can be a great encouragement: The apostles used this technique 
quite often (e.g., 1 Peter 5:12; Jude 3). You can say things in a letter to someone that 
you could never say face to face. Look for opportunities to drop someone a note or a 
card of encouragement.  
 Prayer is another means of bringing someone encouragement:  Paul seems to 
have used prayer for this purpose in his ministry to the Colossian church (Colossians 
2:1,2). Paul told the Colossians that he was praying for them, and we should pray for 
people also.  It is always encouraging to know that someone else is asking God to be 
involved in our life.  
 Worship is a time for applying ourselves to the task of encouraging others: We 
are told in Hebrews 10:25 that is the specific reason we are to gather weekly, namely, so 
that we can encourage one another to love and good works.   
  
 There may be times when you are deeply concerned about another person and 
yet you feel that someone else could do a better job of encouraging them.  Do not be 
afraid to ask another Christian to help you. There are times when Paul could not, 
because of circumstances, encourage people that he was concerned about and so he 
sent other people for that purpose (1 Timothy 3:2).  
 
Building others up:  
 What we say is an important element in building others up.  As Paul says 
in Ephesians 4:29, "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen." The content of words builds others up in things like God's word of grace 
(Acts 20:32) and the reminder of the coming of our Lord (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  
  



  

 The greatest single tool we can use to build others up is our love for them. If all 
our actions and words are based upon the love of God, the effect will be that others are 
built up.  As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 8:1, "Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” 
  
 We must do our part or hold up our end of things in the ministry of the 
church. God has given each of us special gifts and abilities which, when used, will lead 
the church to growth. Paul says in Ephesians 4:16, “From (Christ) the whole body joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work.”  We should offer our talents in service to Christ through the 
local church so that it can build itself up in love.  
  
 There are other ways of encouraging and building people up that you will use 
and perfect in your dealings with other Christians.  The above can serve as a biblical 
guideline for helping you accomplish this very important part of God's will in your life.  2 
Thessalonians 2:16-17 “May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage 
your hearts, and strengthen you in every good deed and word.”  
 
Blessings, Your Pastor 
 
Missions Spotlight:  
 
CARHA School Supplies Need 
 We have an Amazon Wishlist going right now!  We have a few bigger ticket items 
that have not been covered and are needed. I would like to know if this is a fundraising 
project that you and your fellow educators at Garnett Church could undertake? 
  
 There is approximately $1600 needed. The break-down is: $600 
Whiteboards, $180 Calculators, $625 Bus Tires, $200 Shipping/Customs 
  
 The whiteboards and calculators could be purchased any time through the 
Amazon Wishlist 
at https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/JRLWXTC5ZHKZ?ref_=wl_share   Funds 
to cover the tires and shipping/customs (or any of the school supplies needs) can be 
paid through CARHA's online giving at https://www.carha.net/donate.html. 
Shoeboxes for Haiti: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/JRLWXTC5ZHKZ?ref_=wl_share
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.carha.net_donate.html&d=DwQFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rrO4s57zbimswWxiqlA9bb8O2x033Hl2qOF4_v-t4qo&m=Qtf51-Ocw-q-OHtrKhqf1MrGtsw-qiBW2qzczabmZUw&s=3SlOYI9ruHh1kh53oP2yvifvgQGdYE8vbZv3mt-UHHM&e=


  

 Santa is looking for volunteer elves this year to help purchase and pack plastic 
shoe containers for the good little boys & girls of Haiti. YOU COULD BE THAT ELF! 
 
For additional information contact Kristina Traxson 785-448-8684, and/or pick up a flyer 
located at the South & West entrances of the Church. 
 
Power Strips for Haiti: 
 We are collecting USED power strips to assist safer electrical practices in the 
homes & businesses of Haiti. The donation box is located in the Coffee Bar Room, please 
contact Corky Wilson (785-204-2307) for more details. 
 
Light The Night:     A Witch on her broom flies into a bar………She should have ducked! 
 Bring the whole family down to FCC for “Light the Night” Sunday, October 31st 
from 5 pm – 7 pm. We are in need of the following items if you are interested in 
participating: 400 lbs. of candy - Trunk Decorators - Kitchen Staff 
   
 Signup sheets are posted on the bulletin boards in the back of the Sanctuary and 
Overflow. In Chris’s best Dracula voice “Thank you very much!”. 
 
Calling all Shut-in’s: 
 If you live in or near Garnett, we would like to send the Deacons of the church to 
bring church to you!  Every Sunday we send 2 men out to call on and serve communion 
to our shut in’s.  We care about you and want to help you to stay connected first to God 
and to your church family.  Please contact Chet Friend at the church office (785-448-
3452) if you are interested in having us add you to the FCC shut in communion list. 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living 
Guest Home Estates: 806 West 4th Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Ruth Correll  Apt. 112 
Parkview Heights: 101 North Pine Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Jean Brown  Rm. 205  Milton Greiner Rm. 207 
 Gladys Young  Rm. 308 
Residential Living Center: 421 South Maple Street, Garnett, KS 66032 
 Roy Hermreck  Rm. 213-1   Jim Jordan  Rm. 209-2 
 Bob Meliza  Rm. 213-2  Lillian Wilcox   Rm. 206 
     
 
 
 



  

Prayer Requests: One way to put humility to work is this: ask someone to PRAY for 
you. Let us go boldly to the Throne of Grace and Mercy as we cover one another.  

SMALL GROUPS!! 
Do you feel led to host or teach a small group? Small Group season runs from the week 

after Labor Day through April, but groups can run all year if they choose. Prayerfully 
consider being part of this special ministry.  Friends, food, fellowship and most importantly 

discipleship!  Jesus Christ created The Church with the purpose of doing life together!  I 
don’t believe one hour on Sunday is all He had in mind.  Please prayerfully consider joining, 

hosting, or contributing to a weekly small group.  
The truth is we are STRONGER TOGETHER! (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 

 
 

FCC Community 
2021 Teachers and Students    Bea Lile/Family 
Billy Schutte(BIL to Norma Hermreck)  Bob Meliza 
Chris/Junelle Varvel     Claron Benjamin 
Cindy Brubaker-Health(Niece to Judy Tisor)  Debbie Wiesner 
Devyn(Daughter to Connie Scott)   Dorothy C.-Health 
Gene Watson      Healthcare Workers 
Hurricane Ida Victims     Judith Mays 
Jeannie Thompson(Sister to Bill Ratliff)  Larry Porter 
Laura(Sister to Colete Spencer)   LaVerne Cole/Family 
Lilian Wilcox      Lisa Modlin & Family 
Loydene West/Family     Marsha Shelor (Gayla Corley) 
Mary Conrad-Health(Aunt to Amanda Poeverlein) Mary Hamilton 
Penny Layton      Phyllis & Roger Adams 

Ratliff Family      Robin Skaggs-(Daughter to Alice Chase) 
Roger Ives-Health(BIL to Donna Williams)  Spark’s Family 
Ronnie & Oneda Grimes-Health(IL to Judy Tisor) Steve Watkins 

Sydnee Poeverlein     Tom Tush-Health 
Wilma McIntosh/Family 

 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Oct 11:  Charlotte Cox 
Oct 17:  Benjamin Wiehl 

ANNIVERSARYS 
Oct 12:  Howard & Donna Williams - Dane & Holly Byerley 

Oct 13:  Dilon & Brooke Michelle 
 



  

 

FCC SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
*10:30 A.M. Worship Service is looking for audio/visual workers and instrumentalist. To 
audition contact Carmen (785)448-4228 or Natasha (971)241-2520. 
*Funeral Dinner Team – If you would like to provide a salad or cake at the time of a funeral 
dinner, please contact Sharon Rocker (785) 448-3314 or Denise Scheibmeir (785) 448-2976. 

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT FCC 
Online: fccgarnett.breezechms.com    Mail: P.O. Box 126, Garnett, KS. 66032 

 

ATTENDANCE October 10th, 2021 
8:00 am Service: 55  10:30 am Service: 105  Total: 160 

FINANCE REPORT October 10th, 2021 
General: $ 3,240 / MTD: $ 8,897   Vehicle: $0 / MTD $150 

SUNDAY SCHOOL October 10th, 2021 
SOS CLASS: Joy Is Coming Soon   Next Week: You’ll Get Through This (New Book) 

Prayer: Burke Rogers Lesson: Burke Rogers  Atten:15     Bibles:12     Readers:11 
SMALL GROUPS SCHEDULE 

Boy’s Discipleship:  Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 P.M.         When: Monday’s 
Traxson:   Loc: House Rotation   Time: 6:30 P.M.   When:   Monthly on 2nd & 4th  Tuesday’s 
Bilderback:   Loc: FCC Coffee Bar Time: 7:00 P.M.         When: Tuesday’s 
Men’s Discipleship:  Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 A.M.         When: Tuesday’s 
Born:    Loc: Born House Time: 6:30 P.M.         When: Thursday’s 

FCC EVENTS & MEETINGS 
Oct 11:  Christian Woodcrafters 8:30 A.M. / Boy’s Discipleship 6:00 P.M.  
 
Oct 12:  Men’s Discipleship 6:00 A.M. / Prayer Team 6:30 P.M. /  
  Traxson Small Group 6:30 P.M. / Bilderback Small Group 7:00 P.M. 
 
Oct 13:  Coffee & Popcorn Fellowship 8:00 A.M. / Christian Crafters 10:00 A.M. / 
  Christian Woodcrafters 1:30 P.M./ Girl’s Discipleship 5:30 P.M. / 
  Roots 5:30 P. M. 
 
Oct 14:      Born Small Group 6:30 P.M. 
 
Oct 17:     8:00 A.M. Service / 10:30 A.M. Service / Education Team Meet 11:45 A.M.  / 
     Legacy 5:00 P.M. 

 
 

 



  

FCC Staff: 
*Lead Pastor Chris & Natasha Goetz with children Hope, Makenna, & Malakai 
*Office Administrator Chet & Catie Friend with children Marissa, Dustin, & Brayden 
*Children/Youth Leader Kristina & Bryant Traxson with child Elizabeth  
 
Closing Announcements: 
 Please prayerfully consider these candidates for the October Board Vote.  Each 
term is a 3-year term. 
 
Elder:   David Bilderback, Kevin Lewis  
Deacon:  Corky Wilson, Bryant Traxson, Ben King, Bill Ratliff 
Trustee:  Greg Gwin  
  

 The way The First Christian Church brings board members into the general board 

is by a process of accountability.  We are placing these names before you with hopes 

that you will contact Chris, Dave Bilderback or Nate Wiehl if you have any concerns 

regarding their integrity or character.  These candidates have been nominated by the 

congregation, discussed by the board, and will be voted on by the congregation before 

they are officially in the General Board in November.  All active members who are over 

14 years of age will be allowed to vote.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman)  
Dave Bilderback:    785-304-0903     Cody Clark:  785-448-8093 

Doug Meyer:  913-909-7680    Jason Sjorlund:  785-448-7660 

*Nathan Wiehl:   785-204-2178 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 

*Jeff Barnes:  785-304-4328  Jon Born:  620-340-7784  

Dane Byerley:  785-304-2831  Mike Croucher:   785-448-8077  

James Dodd:  785-418-5479   Karl Hurt:   785-650-4797 

Ben King:  785- 448-4355   Royce Powelson:   785-418-5020  

Joe Ray:    785-304-6835   Aaron Tucker:   316-573-1974 

Gerad Wight:   785-448-4665   

Chris Goetz – Lead Pastor 

503-474-7965   Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 

Kristina Traxson – Children & Youth Leader  

785-448-8684  Email: kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com  

Chet Friend – FCC Office Administrator  

913-548-8583  Email: fccsec@fccgarnett.org  

mailto:chris@fccgarnett.org
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