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Dear Christian, 
 Ever heard of the Restoration Movement?  Knowing where we came from means a 
whole lot to me. Many non-denominational churches have come from this 
background.  More on this subject is listed at fccgarnett.org.  Let’s get introduced to the 
movement that led us to where we are today.  Let’s remember to keep the main thing 
the main thing!  JESUS! 
 
REFORMATION OR RESTORATION:  Many people have heard of the Protestant 
Reformation. Names like Luther and Calvin come to mind, brave men who attempted to 
bring reform to the Roman Catholic Church which had become bogged down in human 
tradition and political interests. They sought to bring reform based on Scriptural 
principles, and we owe them a debt of gratitude. Their efforts resulted in the 
elimination of many abuses in the church. The old church had become irrelevant, and 
the reformation helped return the church to the full biblical pattern called for by God’s 
word.   
 Sadly, many of these movement left some parts of the Biblical expectations lacking 
due to many leaders choosing to keep some of their older unhealthy  traditions in place, 
rather than settling fully on the teachings of the Bible.  Since there were differences of 
opinion among these leaders, the result became the creation of direction, had left the 
Christian world with numerous denominations and serious division over matters of 
opinion. What was needed was not a new movement that was designed to reform the 
existing church but a movement that would call on all believers in Christ to unite around 
the New Testament. 
 
BEGINNING OF THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT: Toward the end of the 1700’s and the 
beginning of the 1800’s such a movement did in fact begin. Several different men from 
varying denominational backgrounds, independent of each other, began attempting to 
restore the church as revealed in the New Testament. This included men like James 
O’Kelly (Methodist), Abner Jones and Elias Smith (Baptist), Barton W. Stone 
(Presbyterian), and Thomas and Alexander Campbell (Presbyterian). When these 
independent forces merged, denominational names and creeds were discarded, and the 
Restoration Movement was born and became a powerful pattern and teaching for the 
church. 
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BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT:  “Where the Bible Speaks, we 
should speak and where the Bible is silent, we must keep these matters of opinion.” 
(Thomas Campbell)  Of course, we do not live in the 1700’s or the 1800’s.  Are the 
principles of the Restoration Movement valid for the church in our time?  I am sure that 
after we look briefly at some of the more important principles of the Restoration 
Movement that you, like me, will conclude that they are still necessary and timely. One 
important principle is that the New Testament is the only rule of faith and practice for 
the individual Christian and for the local church. This obviously means that we view the 
Bible as the inspired Word of God and as being able to equip the man of God for every 
good work (1 Peter 1:20,21; 2 Timothy 3:16,17). 
  
 Christ is our only creed!  That means that we are not bound by any human creed or 
the traditions of men. Creeds are special, but still man made. The only creed that should 
matter to us is the New Testament!  Matthew 16:16 when Peter speaks, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God” must be the confession of every Christian.  This simple 
confession enables us to “Take hold of the eternal life to which we have been called” (1 
Timothy 6:12) and that acts as a basis for fellowship with other Christians.  A third 
principle which is of utmost importance concerns the church itself.  The restoration of 
the ordinances (e.g., baptism, Lord’s Supper) and life of the early church as revealed in 
the New Testament alone is the aim of every Christian Church. Nothing in the life of the 
church can be a test of faith or fellowship that is not as old as the New Testament.  The 
last principle that we will consider in this letter is the concern for Christian unity.  Jesus 
prayed that the church might be one (John 17:20,21).  The Restoration Movement came 
into existence because Godly men longed for the day that denominational barriers could 
be broken down and all believers in Christ could live in unity!  We must have genuine 
concern for believers in Christ and invite them to join us in making the New Testament, 
the sole rule of faith and practice and the ground for our unity in Christ. As we do so we 
will be able to share what the Bible says about the plan of salvation, the nature and 
purpose of the church, the Lord’s Supper and many other vital things pertaining to the 
Christian life. 
 
THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT TODAY:   As we present the claims of Christ, we must 
not be afraid to invite believers from denominational groups to join us in our endeavor 
to unite around the clear teachings of the New Testament. To do this effectively we 
must always maintain a humble spirit.  At times people in the Restoration Movement 
have unwittingly made themselves sound like they were the only Christians. We must 
avoid that by communicating to people that we are not the only Christians, but that our 
desire is to be Christians only and to unite all believers in Christ by following the 



  

teaching of the New Testament.  I pray that God will open your eyes to His will for your 
life and the Church, and then give you the strength to apply what you have learned! 
 
Calling all Shut-in’s:  If you live in or near Garnett, we would like to send the Deacons of 
the church to bring church to you!  Every Sunday we send 2 men out to call on and serve 
communion to our shut in’s.  We care about you and want to help you to stay connected 
first to God and to your church family.  Please contact Chet Friend at the church office 
(785-448-3452) if you are interested in having us add you to the FCC shut in communion 
list.  Blessing, Chris 
 
Little Lyanna’s Leukemia Story: 
 I want to share this story with all those who have lost a child or grandchild.  Donna 
Fernandez one of our church attenders shared this to "honor her granddaughter, 
Lyanna, because we are approaching the one-year anniversary of her passing. She 
passed away last September, just one month shy of her second birthday.  Lyanna, who 
lived in California, only got to come with her mother to visit the farm once.  She was 
seven months old at the time. Two months later she was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia, an aggressive form of blood cancer.  At the time of her visit, I was looking for 
a local church to attend.  During their stay we decided to attend services at Garnett First 
Christian Church. I had met Chris earlier that year at the funeral service for a friend’s 
daughter. After the service, Lyanna’s mom, whose opinion I greatly value, said she 
thought it would be a good church to call home. I agreed and haven’t been 
disappointed.  As sad as it is to say goodbye to a little one, we have never had a second 
thought that she was anything but OK. There is no better place to be than in the arms of 
Jesus. We are so grateful to have been blessed with the time we had with 
her.  September is childhood cancer month. You can see more about Lyanna and her 
story on Facebook at Little Lyanna’s Leukemia Story.”  Please be in prayer for those who 
have lost children and grandchildren as many in our church have.  We have loving 
people in our care team as well as our board and staff who would be so honored to pray 
with you and encourage you through your time of need! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Missions Spotlight: 
 CARHA School Supplies Need: 
We have an Amazon Wishlist going right now!  We have a few bigger ticket items that 
have not been covered and are needed. I would like to know if this is a fundraising 
project that you and your fellow educators at Garnett Church could undertake? 
 There is approximately $1600 needed. The break-down is: $600 Whiteboards, $180 
Calculators, $625 Bus Tires, $200 Shipping/Customs 
 The whiteboards and calculators could be purchased any time through the Amazon 
Wishlist at  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/JRLWXTC5ZHKZ?ref_=wl_share   
 Funds to cover the tires and shipping/customs (or any of the school supplies needs) can 
be paid through CARHA's online giving at https://www.carha.net/donate.html.  
 
 
Prayer Requests One way to put humility to work is this: ask someone to PRAY for you. Let us go 
boldly to the Throne of Grace and Mercy as we cover one another.  
FCC Staff      *Lead Pastor Chris & Natasha Goetz with children Hope, Makenna, & Malakai 
                 *Youth Pastor Ryan & Miranda McDonald 
                 *Office Administrator Chet & Catie Friend with children Marissa, Dustin, & Brayden 
                 *Children/Youth Leader Kristina & Bryant Traxson with new baby Elizabeth 
FCC Community  
2021 Teachers and Students  Lisa Modlin & Family  Spark’s Family 
Bob Meliza      Mary Hamilton   Sydnee Poeverlein 
Bea Lile/Family     Debbie Wiesner   LaVerne Cole/Family 

Steve Watkins     Lilian Wilcox    Claron Benjamin  

Gene Watson    Judith Mays    Marsha Shelor (Gayla Corley) 

Phyllis & Roger Adams   Chris/Junelle Varvel  Penny Layton 

Loydene West/Family   Wilma McIntosh/Family  Hurricane Ida Victims 

Laura-sister to Colete Spencer Tom Tush-Health 

Devyn-daughter of Connie Scott/Afghanistan  Billy Schutte(BIL of Norma Hermreck) 

Roger Ives-Health(BIL to Donna Williams)   Jeannie Thompson-sister of Bill Ratliff  

Robin Skaggs-Daughter to Alice Chase   Joe Lytle-Hosp Rm/Gall Bladder Surgery  

FCC SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
*10:30 A.M. Worship Service is looking for audio/visual workers and instrumentalist. To audition 
contact Carmen (785)448-4228 or Natasha (971)241-2520. 
*Funeral Dinner Team – If you would like to provide a salad or cake at the time of a funeral dinner, 
please contact Sharon Rocker (785) 448-3314 or Denise Scheibmeir (785) 448-2976. 

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT FCC 
Online: fccgarnett.breezechms.com    Mail: P.O. Box 126, Garnett, KS. 66032 
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FINANCE REPORT September 5th, 2021 
General: $6309 MTD: $11160  New Building: $120   Vehicle: $150   

SUNDAY SCHOOL September 5th, 2021   
SOS CLASS: Joy Is Coming Soon   Next Week: Pg.132-Session 10-Read Ch.12   
Prayer: Gary Benjamin     Lesson: Burke Rogers     Atten:13     Bibles:11     Readers:12   

SMALL GROUPS SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Bryant & Kristina Traxson: (785)448-8684   Loc: House Rotation  Time: 6:30 P.M.  
         When: Monthly on 2nd & 4th Mondays 
Boy’s Discipleship:        Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 P.M. When: Monday’s   
Men’s Discipleship:   (503)474-7965 Loc: FCC Annex Time: 6:00 A.M. When: Tuesday’s 

FCC EVENTS & MEETINGS 
Sept 7: Prayer Team 6:30 P.M. / Suicide Awareness Survivor Support 6:30 P.M. 
Sept 8: Christian Crafters 10:00 A.M. / Christian Woodcrafters 1:30 P.M. 
Sept 12: 8:00 A.M. Service / 10:30 A.M. Service / 11:45 Pastor Team / 5:00 P.M. Legacy 

 

 

 
 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS – HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Sept 6: Patsy Collins Sept 8: Tarry Miller - Finnegan Byerley - John Gooding 
Sept 10: Jessiah Honeycutt - Meagan Gooding - Roger Adams Sept 11: Maggie Reinert - Kay Roeckers 
Sept 12: Xan Kasprzak - Colton Mundell - Curtis Hughes 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARY’S – HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

ATTENDANCE REPORT September 5th, 2021 
     8:00 A.M.   38   10:30 A.M.  106  Total: 144 

SMALL GROUPS SEASON IS UPON US!! 
Do you feel led to host or teach a small group? Small Group season runs from the week after Labor 
Day through April, but groups can run all year if they choose. Prayerfully consider being part of this 
special ministry.  Friends, food, fellowship and most importantly discipleship!  Jesus Christ created 

The Church with the purpose of doing life together!  I don’t believe one hour on Sunday is all He had 
in mind.  Please prayerfully consider joining, hosting, or contributing to a weekly small group.  

The truth is we are STRONGER TOGETHER! (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 
 

FCC BUILDING USAGE UPDATE 
Due to the current pressures we are facing in this world, The First Christian Church General Board 
would like to clarify our stance on building usage. The FCC board has decided we will allow usage of 
our building, on condition that a group of people are not promoting events that break the 
Constitution, By-Laws, and FCC policies. We are standing up for our Church Vision Statement, 
Constitution, and all guiding documents which state, “THE VISION OF THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
IS TO ENLARGE GLOBALLY GOD’S KINGDOM BY STRIVING TO BE A CHRIST, FAMILY & COMMUNITY 
ORIENTED CHURCH FOR ALL.”  We also will be reviewing the cost breakdown for non-member usage 
to ensure we are asking a fair price for the beautiful facility we are blessed to have been provided 
by the Good Lord.  The FCC board also voted that all advertising, marketing, and promotional 
literature associated with your event must be presented to the lead pastor before it is allowed to be 
published.  All advertising, marketing and promotional literature must state, “This gathering does 
not represent the views of the First Christian Church of Garnett.”  No event will be allowed without 
this statement on all advertising, marketing, and promotional literature.  

 

 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman)  
Dave Bilderback:    785-304-0903    Cody Clark:  785-448-8093 
Doug Meyer:  913-909-7680   Jason Sjorlund: 785-448-7660 
*Nathan Wiehl:  785-204-2178    
 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 
*Jeff Barnes:  785-304-4328  Jon Born:  620-340-7784  
 Dane Byerley:  785-304-2831 Mike Croucher:  785-448-8077  
 James Dodd:  785-418-5479  Karl Hurt:   785-650-4797 
 Ben King:  785- 448-4355  Royce Powelson:  785-418-5020  
 Joe Ray:   785-304-6835  Aaron Tucker:  316-573-1974  
 Gerad Wight:   785-448-4665   
 Chris Goetz – Lead Pastor 
 503-474-7965   Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 
 Ryan McDonald – Youth Pastor  
 325-812-1629   Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org   
 Kristina Traxson – Children & Youth Leader  
 785-448-8684   Email: kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com  
 Chet Friend – FCC Office Administrator  
 913-548-8583   Email: fccsec@fccgarnett.org  
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