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Ash Wednesday, February 17th
Matthew 1: Jesus the Messiah
Who is this Jesus who claims to be the Messiah? Can we call him King? The answer, as we see in Matthew 1 & 2, is yes! We know this because of His royal lineage,
and we can trace that lineage all the way back to Abraham. From Abraham the line
goes through Jacob’s son Judah, all the way down to king David (which is also why Jesus is called the Lion of Judah.) From David, the line goes through his son king Solomon and eventually all the way down to Jesus through his earthly, adoptive father, Joseph. By earthly law, this royal lineage gives Jesus the legal right to be king. This clear
lineage was also important because it fulfilled the Davidic Covenant, which was God’s
promise to David that the Messiah would be descended through his line.
Several passages in Matthew 1 & 2 show the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. The first of these is the virgin birth (1:23), which was foretold by the prophet Isaiah (7:14). Another is that of the Messiah coming from Bethlehem (2:6), which was spoken in Micah (5:2). Then there is the prophecy of the Messiah coming forth out of Egypt
(2:15), which was spoken by Hosea (2:15). Finally, the prophecy of Rachel weeping for
her children (2:18, Jeremiah 31:15), which was brought about by King Herod when he
ordered the killing of all children two and under in Bethlehem, in his quest to destroy
any hope of a Jewish king.
God’s plans really are amazing when you see how they unfold!

Thursday, February 18th
Matt 6: 5-8 -Prayer
Prayer is nothing more than a conversation or encounter with God. It doesn’t require any
props or equipment and can be done at any time in any place. Sadly, it is often a service
often neglected by Christians. So, as we get started here the question to answer is – do
you pray?

Christ takes it for granted that all his followers will pray. Doesn’t say “if you pray” but
“when you pray.” The great preacher Matthew Henry stated that “You may as soon find a
living man that does not breathe, as a living Christian that does not pray. For this shall every one that is godly pray. If prayerless, then graceless.” Simply put he’s stating - only the
unsaved fail to pray.
Christ gives us warnings as we look to God in prayer. He warns us against pride and arrogance in prayer. He criticizes those who pray to be recognized & commended by others.
Christ warns against our promoting ourselves as more holy or more spiritual than others.
Christ criticizes those that chose public places not because the setting is wrong but because their attitudes are wrong.
Christ also warns us against vain repetitions, empty phrases, babbling. Prayer isn’t a
matter of following a template or formula where we say the same things over & over.
Christ tells us it is not the length of our prayers that count it’s the content and attitude.
So, how should we pray? Christ says to look for a private place, go into your room, shut
the door. That could be hard if you have a large family. The principal idea here that
Christ wants us to approach God by shutting out people, shutting out the cares and distractions of world. This can be done anywhere; you can pray anywhere with no one knowing what you are doing. Again, God sees the attitudes of our heart & mind.

Prayer is an act of worship of God. It’s bowing to His majesty & sovereignty. If we are true
believers and approach God in the correct attitude of mind & heart, God will reward us
just as a father rewards his child. God know what we need before we ask and will give us
what is best for us and what’s best for Christ. Doesn’t always mean we’ll get what we expect, His will be done. God delights in talking with us and spending time with us just as
we enjoy these things with our kids. So, how do you answer the question we started with,
do you pray?

Friday, February 19th
Workers are Few
Matthew 9:35-38
In the book of Matthew we find as Jesus is travelling through towns and villages with His
disciples preaching and teaching, He makes mention of all the crowds and has compassion for them. He has compassion on them because the crowds were harassed and helpless. He compares the crowds to sheep without a shepherd. He says to His disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field.”
Jesus compares the crowds to lost and helpless sheep for a reason. The same reason the
metaphor is still used today. This parable can be received in two main ways, I think it is
directly related to your relationship with our Savior. If one does not know their role in
their relationship with Christ, they may take offense to the analogy. Whereas they may feel
they do not need a shepherd to lead them. We see this attitude and behavior in man all
the time. Our world and lives are filled with the idea that we decide what is right and
wrong, good and bad, or just and unjust. Without Christ’s spirit to guide us and convict
us, we will come to the same hollow end…failure. Again, when we are guided by man, but
not God, we will fail every time. I know this is no surprise to many, but history continues
to re-write itself with this clear and evident fact. However, when we realize we are in fact
like sheep and recognize the need for a shepherd, the true Shepard, we can live and grow
as God intended.
Christ states, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out worker into his harvest
field.” Notice this is not a request. Jesus is not insinuating or suggesting this command.
To me, this is imperative. Just like as it is today as it was back in the disciples’ time, there
are many lost sheep and Jesus commands us to work in the harvest field. I encourage you
to recognize the wonderful task of working for God himself. Let us relish the opportunity
and work in the fields where the worker are few.

Saturday, February 20th
John 13:1-17- Servant King

Beaming love (John 13:1)
Jesus knew that the time was near when everyone would see the full extent of his
love: His sacrifice for our redemption. He walked willingly into pain and suffering,
and instead of asking to be served and pampered, he served those who were around
Him.
The perfect, all-powerful, all-holy teacher served the lowly, broken, utterly sinful followers (John 13:4-5)
Jesus knew that God put all things under his power; He knew who he was and
where he was from. And still, knowing that, he takes on the role of a servant. He
takes off his outer robe and washes the feet of those with less power and less stature
than himself. What a humiliating scene. How often am I willing to serve someone,
especially if I feel they do not deserve it? Really, never. Seeing my own sin and brokenness, and Christ’s love for me is what leads me to compassion and love for those
around me.
Now go and do likewise (John 13:13-17)
Go and do likewise. Really!?!? How are we supposed to do the impossible? Everything inside me wants to do the opposite. I would much rather be served, I do not
want to sacrifice, and I just want my comforts. This is impossible for man, but I can
do all things through him who gives me strength (Phil 4:13). Abiding in Christ will
produce fruit (John 15:4), and fixing our eyes on Jesus will allow us to throw off the
sin that so easily entangles (Heb 12:1-2). Fixing our gaze on Christ is the only hope
we have for going and doing likewise.

Sunday, February 21st
John 17:20-23 -Jesus cares
These three verses are part of a larger prayer of Jesus. However this part is
specific to us as Christ followers living in the USA today. So in these verses
we see Jesus praying for unity in the body of believers. The same kind of con-

nection that Jesus and God experience! So this connection must be rooted in
Jesus first. More than a head knowledge it must be a heart knowledge. This
is not about religion. This is not about being a good moral person. This is not
about us. Rather this is always about Jesus being magnified!

So because this is about Jesus we need to show this unity with Jesus to our
world. Verse 23 describes how we are completed in Jesus. How we are loved
completely in that unity and how the world around us sees this perfection/
completeness in us as Christ followers. Somewhat like a mirror we are to reflect that completeness that Jesus and GOD have in our own lives. But just

like a mirror sometimes we need to look at ourselves and clean up that mirror
so it gives a clearer image for all to see.

So take a moment and ask yourself this question. How does the world see me?
Do I actively desire to have this unity in Jesus? Is this more than a head
knowledge? Do I desire to be transformed by this unity to reflect Jesus more
completely?

Monday, February 22nd
The Life of Peter
Read Mark 3:16-19, Matthew 16:13-23, John 21
Thomas Cranmer was Archbishop of Canterbury during the rule of three English rulers.
Unfortunately, he gave way to pressure to recant his Protestantism and submit to papal
authority. After privately recanting, he was required to explain himself in the pulpit of University Church, Oxford. Much to the surprise of the throne, Cranmer publicly denounced
his private recantations. He also denied papal authority, and, knowing that he would immediately be executed, declared that he would punish the hand that originally signed the
recantations by burning it first. Pulled from the pulpit, Cranmer was tied to the stake
where his companions Latimer and Ridley died just five months earlier. Fulfilling his
words, he stuck his hand in the fire first. Cranmer wasn’t the only leader to regret past
mistakes. Peter was a disciple that had many triumphs and many failures. What can we
learn from his life?
Peter’s triumphs
In Matthew 16:13-20, Jesus asks the disciples what people were saying about Him. He followed up this question with asking the disciples what they believed about Jesus. Peter is
the only one of the disciples to proclaim boldly that Jesus was the Christ. Jesus gives a
blessing to Peter and claims that He will build His church. In every list of the disciples in
the Gospels, Peter is always mentioned first. He shows great faith even by walking on water when everyone else was scared.
Peter’s Failures
Peter is known for his triumphs but is probably known more for his failures. People describe him as having a foot shaped mouth because he often needed to put his foot in his
mouth! Directly following Peter’s great confession of Jesus, he rebukes Jesus for saying
that He will be killed. Peter was viewing things directly from his own perspective rather
than God’s view. After publicly stating that he would never deny Jesus, he denies Him
three times. Even after Jesus rises from the dead, Peter goes back to his day job of fishing. He doesn’t seem able to forgive himself of his denial of the Lord.
Peter’s Restoration
Jesus doesn’t leave Peter in this place of despair. Instead, He reinstates Peter in John 21
by calling him three times to feed His sheep.
Have you allowed shame to control your view of yourself? Have you thought that you are
unusable by God because of past mistakes? 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 calls Christians “new
creations.” Know the truth about God that failure is never final when He relates to His
people. Know that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion. It was
never about you and your mistakes--this has always been about the greatness of God!

Tuesday, February 23rd

John 21:21-22

When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus,” lord, What about this man?” Jesus
said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?
You follow me!
Our ways are not the Lords ways. Peter quickly gets rebuked by Jesus when
he wants to deal with John on his terms and not Jesus’ will.
What business is it of ours to tell the author of life what to do. Jesus made it
simple for the disciples and future followers when he said,” you follow me!”
Easy in the simplicity of the action, you follow me! What does it look like to
follow Christ?
Yielding to who he is and acknowledging our need of a savior and our place in
creation.
Who is man not to follow his creator? Our greatest act of worship is to see our
need for our servant savior and to follow him in humility.

Wednesday, February 24th
Mark 2:1-11
Why do you doubt in your hearts?
Miracles. The Bible is full of them. Yet in our daily lives we see actual bona fide miracles
far too seldom. Or is it that we see them and just don’t realize it? The Israelites were asking for signs. They followed the pillar of smoke, they saw first hand the parting of the Red
Sea, and their shoes never wore out and still they doubted. In Mark, Jesus heals a paralytic and the issue to the onlookers isn’t the healing per se but rather the fact that it was the
sabbath day. There are Jews today that consider it work to push an elevator button on the
sabbath day. This healing of a crippled man with no medicine or manipulation took a back
seat easily to what the scribes had already determined in their minds as the issue. How
easily it appears that miracles can be overlooked. Scripture tells us this story and we think
that if we would have been there and witnessed this miracle, surely we would have believed Jesus and not doubted. But the truth is that we are also duped. We are just as easily distracted from the truth on a daily basis. In fact, our eyes deceive us all the time. We
could see the truth but believe a lie with ease because our faith is sometimes weak. Hebrews 11:1 says “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” We are called to believe in our hearts and not doubt and we can move mountains.
This is not hyperbole. But what we see with our eyes and believe in our hearts often prevent us from true faith. Miracles do happen. Can we retrain our hearts to believe truth?

Thursday, February 25th
Mark 8: 31 - 38
Jesus came preaching & His message was “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” He’s sating “Turn from your old ways of unbelief, sin and believe the good news.”
There are requirements for following and committing our lives to Christ. Jesus here identifies for us the commitment that he requires if we are true believers in Him. The key
verse for us is verse 34 where Jesus requires us to deny ourselves, pickup our crosses
and then follow Him.
Self-denial is where believing in Christ all begins. When we deny ourselves, we abandon
our own ambitions, our own agenda, our own plans, self- will. Christ becomes our Lord
and master and in so doing His ambitions become ours; His agenda ours, His plan ours,
His will is now ours; In denying ourselves we reject our sinful lives, repent, turn to Christ
for salvation and live for Him.
Jesus secondly tells us to take up our cross. What was Jesus saying? Jesus is saying if
you’re going to believe and come to Me, buckle up. Don’t think that following me will be
easy, or that you’ll have health, wealth and prosperity, Jesus doesn’t promise worldly
treasures. If you are to follow Jesus, He is saying that you need to count the cost and it
could cost you everything. Be ready to endure persecution, rejection, reproach, shame
and even death itself.
The final thing that Jesus tells us is to get up and get moving, to follow Him. He is looking for those that come behind Him with loyal obedience. Jesus wants us to imitate Him,
to live as He lived. John tells us in 1 John 2:6 says “If you say you abide in Christ you
ought to walk the way He walked.”
People want to come to Christ on their terms. They want saved from hell; they want to
enjoy the benefits of eternal life but at the same time they want to be free from any commitment to Christ. Christ is taken on His terms and this is not negotiable. If you don’t
accept His terms (self-denial, bearing a cross, imitating Him) you don’t accept Him.

Friday, February 26th
Mark 9:33-37:
And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them,
“What were you discussing on the way?”
33

But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who
was the greatest.
34

And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be
first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”
35

And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms,
he said to them,
36

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives
me, receives not me but him who sent me.”
37

Who’s the Greatest?

Jesus heard the disciples arguing about who was going to be the greatest. Jesus goes
deeper into the situation and asked them what they were arguing about. He sat the disciples down and explained how important it is to be a servant. He also said that whoever
will be first must take last place and be the servant of everyone else.

Jesus in this passage is leading by example how to be a servant. Jesus showed through
His own example what it means to serve. In other Scriptures, Jesus says that He came to
serve and give His life as a ransom for others. Jesus was working on the disciples’ hearts
and their selfish attitudes. He used this time to challenge them and show them what is
truly important. Jesus served the lowest of society instead of the rich and famous of His
world. Jesus wants all of us to serve and transforms us to be more like Him.

How can we apply this?
By putting other people before ourselves we show people the love of Christ. How are you
serving others this week? Which neighbor are you going to serve? Who can you ask to
pray for you to have a bigger servant’s heart?

Saturday, February 27th
John 15:1-16
How to Produce Fruit
Christ, the true vine (John 15:1)
The fact that verse one says “true vine” insinuates that there are false vines. I find
myself continually trying to attach myself to false vines thinking they will fulfill me
in some way, but in the end, they leave me empty, looking for the next vine to attach
myself to. The fruit I find these false vines produce is self-love, meaning I love myself
way more than others. The very opposite of what we are called to.
Fruit bearers (John 15:5)
Jesus says that abiding in Him makes you produce fruit. What is “fruit”? Galatians
5 says the Fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patients, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Doing nothing John (15:5)
It is quite easy to do nothing, because apart from Christ we really can do nothing.
The caveat is that we think we are doing so much. I used to think, look at all those
poor uneducated people in third world countries… What would really solve their problem is education, a stable economy, and just a few more first-world comforts. While
those things are good, consider that America has social stability, but we are still broken. Trying to “do something,” maybe through promotion of money, education, or
even Christian values is just another way of attaching yourself to a false vine. While
you may feel like you are making great change or progress, this change will at the
most be temporary and external, whereas the work of the true Vine in our lives
brings lasting change from the inside-out.

Sunday, February 28th
Read Matthew 17:14-21
.
What is Great Faith?
Norman Vincent Peale was a minister who emphasized “the power of positive thinking.”
He called readers to “so believe and live successfully.” But who or what do we believe in?
What happens when our feelings tell us that hope is lost? Jesus receives questions from
his disciples about why they could not cast out the demons. What can we learn from Jesus’ words?
1.

The faithless generation

Jesus encountered people that struggled to believe that He was the Christ. Matthew’s gospel was written for the Jews originally. He was trying to convince them that Jesus was the
true Messiah that had been promised. He calls these people “faithless and twisted.” Even
with all of the signs that Jesus had shown them, they still refused to believe.
Does this sound familiar to you? How much of our culture still struggles to believe in Jesus as the Messiah? Perhaps people believe that Jesus was a real person, and that the Bible is true, but they live their lives under their own authority. Do you struggle to believe
Jesus’ promises also?
Read Mark 9:21–29 (ESV)
I Believe--I trust in your ability to do this!
Help my unbelief-2. Faith that is honored
Read Matthew 17:19-20
William Barclay:
After all, the ordinary man seldom finds any necessity to re- move a mountain. What He
meant was: “If you have faith enough, all difficulties can be solved, and even the hardest
task can be accomplished. Faith in God is the instrument that allows men to remove the
hills of difficulty
Read Matthew 13:31–32 (ESV)
Example of persistent faith--George Muller
During one point of his ministry, the nineteenth-century Christian leader George Mueller
began to pray for five personal friends. It was not until five years later that the first one of
them came to Christ. After five more years, two more of them became Christians, and after
twenty-five years the fourth man was saved. He prayed for the fifth friend until the time of
his death, a few months after which the last friend came to salvation. For that friend
George Mueller had prayed more than fifty years!

Monday, March 1st

Matthew 26 :52-54

Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword
will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at
once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be
fulfilled, that it must be so?”
Again, we see Jesus imploring us to not take matters into our own hands as with the
sword but to follow him in his example of obedience to the Scriptures and ultimately to the
Father’s will and not his own will.
Jesus has made it possible for us to have a relationship with the Father. He has also given
us an example of the obedience the Father desires of us. Christ through- out scripture
provides many lessons on the life God honors and has told us of the gift of the Father, the
Holy Spirit.
Equipped with scripture, dead to sin, obedient to the Father, and born again of the Holy
Spirit we are without excuse to live a life pleasing to God. Jesus gave us the perfect example of how we should trust the Father.
Jesus stated he could have called legions of angels to rescue himself, but this was not the
Father’s will or not the fulfillment of scripture. He chose to be obedient even unto death.

Do we trust God enough to put our life in to his hands? Will we be obedient at all cost?
Can we learn from Jesus and imitate his example?

Tuesday, March 2nd
Matthew 3:1-12
John The Baptist Prepares the way
What would a modern day John the Baptist look like? His physical description in Matthew suggests a rough hewn mountain man eating bugs and dressed in animal skins.
Did he reek of the outdoors? Did he own a toothbrush? Was he an established businessman with excellent credentials and a solid, trustworthy education? Or did he more
closely resemble a drugged up hobo? I sometimes picture him as one of those straggly
haired, dirty guys in Times Square with sandwich boards reading “REPENT! THE END IS
NEAR!” I see these guys and try to not make eye contact. They speak incoherently and I
don’t want to get sidetracked from my business. They do not strike me as a proper representative of Christianity. Why would a person trust the ramblings of someone like
this? Still, there’s John who, in addition to looking and sounding like a mad man, is performing a ritualistic sort of cleansing that we’ve never really seen before. But the Bible
says John was the voice in the wilderness foretold in Isaiah 40. Just one more way God
took an unlikely source and used it to glorify Himself. We are called to share the gospel
with the whole world. Can we? Do we? Well, there’s the guy in Times Square doing it
and no one takes him seriously. But we’re not called to vanity. How we look is immaterial. We’re called to obey. How we act is important. As the world crumbles around us, we
have the opportunity to be a voice crying out in the wilderness proclaiming Christ. Forget the sandwich board. Share with a friend.

Wednesday, March 3rd
Luke 5: 27-32
Ever notice in the gospel accounts that the Pharisees & scribes were always showing up
to complain & criticize what Jesus was doing? They were the experts on God’s law. In
fact, they liberally added to God’s law & claimed that all people must follow their added
rules. They were self-righteous and thought they were right with God. They also thought
that since they had a right relationship with God that they could see & decide everyone
who wasn’t right with God. They exercised a religion of comparison – they pointed out
their good work while pointing out the sins of others. We can see in these verses they
grumble & they’re mad. They’re upset because Jesus claims to be from God & look where
he is, He’s hanging out with sinners. They’re probably thinking along the line of - we’d
never do that & we’re right with God, Jesus is wrong & doesn’t have a right relationship
with God. They question the disciples; they don’t go directly to Jesus.
Jesus steps in and gives them an illustration that they can understand. I am a doctor
who can help people. Docs go to the sick, those who recognize they’re sick. V 32 He rebukes them, it’s a dig, because they are the one who don’t think they need him. The
kingdom of God is for those who feel & realize that they are not right with God. Christ is
saying he came for those who know they need a remedy for the disease of sin.
Christ is stating in verse 32 that He’s come for sinners, those that recognize their need
for help, those who want to be cured of sin. If you don’t think you’re sick, don’t see a
problem, Jesus is saying, I can’t help you. There’s nothing I can do for you & I didn’t
come for you. I would be wasting my time with you. That’s why I am here with these tax
collectors & sinners at this feast. They know they’re sinners you, Pharisees & scribes, always remind them.
Jesus states his purpose clearly. I have come to call any sinner who will answer the call
as Levi does here. I haven’t come for the righteous. Jesus doesn’t come for those who
don’t think they need him, doesn’t come for those who think that on their own they are
right with God or that they can come another way without committing to Christ.
Jesus comes to those that know they need the doctor, those who know they have sinned,
who know they can’t cure themselves. Jesus calls sinners to repent, to turn from themselves and their sin & turn to God, just like Levi. Jesus calls us to turn to a new life in
Him.
The Pharisees & scribes were always showing up complaining & criticizing the work of
Jesus and His disciples. How about you? The Pharisees & scribes were self-righteous;
they were very religious and mistakenly thought that they in good standing with God.
How about you? Jesus says, I have come as a doctor and I can fully cure your sickness of
sin. Have you answered the call of Jesus?

Thursday, March 4th
Mark 12:28-34:
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most
important of all?”
28

Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one.
29

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength.’
30

The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.”
31

And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is
one, and there is no other besides him.
32

And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the
strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.”
33

And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from
the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.
34

The Greatest Commandment

Which commandment do you think is the greatest? According to the Lord, the most important commandment is to love the Lord your God with all of your heart, with all of your
soul, with all of your mind, and with all of your strength. The second greatest commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself.
We realize that we fall short of God’s standards, but He still expects us to love Him first. If
you love God, then you will love your neighbor. We should focus on this life to make God
our priority. As we focus on the Lord more, He shows us what it means to love. As we
know God deeper, He teaches us how much love He has shown us.

How do we apply this?
It can help us to aim high in following God. How much time do you spend reflecting on
God’s love? In what ways is it difficult for you to love God? What idols exist that keep you
from being fully-devoted to God? Hebrews 12 talks about throwing off everything that

Friday, March 5th
Where Is God?
"You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at
your right hand are pleasures forevermore."
Psalm 16:11

Where is God? If you never asked this question, I am unsure if I would believe you. I think
all of us throughout life ask this very question. I think this is not an unhealthy question
to ask. When asking this question we are seeking, looking, and growing. If God were so
easy to see in all experiences in life, one may not seek, look, or grow. It may be something
akin to parenting, but that is another lesson; one that I am currently working on.

We must remember that God is always there regardless of circumstance, He is in control.
See, God doesn’t hide, move, or take a break when He is tired, He is always there. Many
events in life leave us with no good answers, and we may never know the answer. Why?
We are not God.

I can assure you God is there. In those times of life where you are beaten down and
bruised wondering why, I challenge you…find God. He is there. He never left you. Look at
the green grass, feel the sun, look into your loved one’s eyes, enjoy a nice break, enjoy
work, and breathe. See, there He is.

Saturday, March 6th
The Glory of God’s Love
Read I John 4:7-18, I John 2:1-2, Colossians 3
Many Christians can fall prey to the devil’s lies. In our culture, there have been many distortions of the Gospel. We can be tempted to believe that God doesn’t really love us, or
that we have to be good people for God to like us. In addition, we might even be tempted
to believe that when things go wrong in our lives that we must have behaved badly towards God or others. We might be able to see the Gospel, but we drift from the central
truth of being declared “not guilty” because Jesus took our condemnation at the cross.
How can we cling to our hope in Jesus?
God is Love
John makes a truth claim in I John 4 that God is love. God shows this love to us by sending His only Son into the world so that we can have eternal life. The Father sends His Son
as the perfect substitute. I John 2 calls Jesus the “propitiation” for our sin. This isn’t a
word that we use often today. Propitiation is the idea of God’s wrath on sin being satisfied
by Jesus’ sacrifice. Isaiah 53 goes into further detail stating that “it was the will of the
LORD to crush Him.” Jesus takes our sin so we can receive forgiveness! We don’t receive
this forgiveness because we loved or sought God. Instead, God loves us and seeks us.
God’s Love Removes Fear
I John 4:18 states, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.” When we realize
that Jesus took our condemnation, we don’t need to fear any other condemnation. The
cross has already shown how disgusting our sin is. Therefore, we can live free from fear
because we no longer take punishment. Jesus took it for us! Furthermore, we can be
honest about our sin with others because it has already been exposed and paid for at the
cross!
God’s Love Commands Radical Love
John puts the truth bluntly in I John 4. He states, how can you love God who you haven’t
seen, but withhold love from those you have seen? Love is not based on emotion. Instead,
our love for others is based upon the truths of the Gospel. Ephesians 2 discusses our sinful condition in one word: dead. God shows His love for us by sending a perfect substitute! If God shows love to us as dead sinners, surely we must show love to others!
Are you living daily the truths of the Gospel? Who needs your forgiveness today? Have
you confessed your fear to God? Who have you asked today to pray for you to live the
truths of the Gospel?

Sunday, March 7th

Romans 12:19-21

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,”
Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.
So many times, we want to seek revenge or get even, and we can clearly see in this
verse that God has a different approach for when we have been wronged. The natural
man wants to repay evil with evil by taking matters into his own hands. Treating our
enemies and those who wrong us with kindness and love is contrary to the expected response. The response that may cause pause ,this pause is the heap of burning coals
upon your enemies head the lord is referring to.
We can only love because God first loved us. As a sinner our righteousness does not exceed our neighbors ,we are to forgive and love our enemies as commanded. To receive
forgiveness ourselves we must also be willing to forgive in all circumstances. God will
certainly deliver his wrath and justice but we must learn to love one another to glorify
God through obedience.

Monday, March 8th
John 3:1-15
Schooling the Teacher: Nicodemus
Nicodemus was not just another “Teacher of Israel”. He was esteemed, renowned, respected and educated in the scriptures. While the rest of the Sanhedrin were actively
seeking ways to destroy Christ and bring a swift end to His ministry, Nicodemus, it appears, believed that Jesus was who He said He was. This is an incredible thing. Jesus
was upsetting everything the Pharisees stood for. Nicodemus, like his brethren had been
educated on the law and the history of Israel. He had studied the scrolls his whole life.
He was very highly esteemed and gifted with discernment. Because of his station, he
had to travel under cover of darkness to meet and talk with Christ. If the rest had
known what he was doing, he would have been labeled a blasphemer and cast out. But
still, he sought the Lord to ask Him straight out “Are you of God?” Jesus uses this opportunity to present the idea of being born again which baffles Nicodemus. Jesus says
to him “How can you be a teacher of Israel and not know this?” As smart as Nicodemus
was, Jesus rebuked him for his lack of knowledge. I am certain we will all stand before
the Father one day. I am just as certain that we will all be surprised by what we hear
when it is revealed to us how much we got right in this life and how much we got wrong;
how much we focused on stuff that doesn’t matter while we neglected God’s truth. Even
the Apostle Paul who I believe wanted with his whole heart to please God and obey Him
tells us he struggled in often doing the opposite of what was right. So we’re in good company. Let us humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord. Let us rejoice in His chastisement and love His discipline.

Tuesday, March 9th
Mark 6: 1-6
In these verses Jesus is returning to his childhood home, Nazareth. Usually, we think
of visits home as something to look forward to. But Jesus is not visiting for old times’
sake. He is working and training His disciples. Jesus brings them into an unfavorable
situation. They will soon be in-charge and need to understand the unbelief and opposition their message will bring. Why won’t people believe the gospel message?

Verse 3 tells us that some people won’t listen because they know us so well. Understand the confusion Jesus’s visit causes. (V 1) Here he is, he’s returned home after a
year or so and is preaching in the synagogue. Not only that, Jesus is now a teacher and
has 12 followers. Jesus returns and he’s claiming to be on a mission from God. He grew
up with these people for 30 years. He played in the streets with their children and
worked in His family business as a carpenter. Just a regular guy, good worker, he
would have been well mannered and never caused any trouble. To these people who
knew him, He was just one of Mary’s and Joseph’s kids. Familiarity breeds contempt.
You can imagine the people saying come on Jesus we grew up & played together. You’re
a good guy but don’t push that religious stuff on us.
Verse 3 & 4 tell us that some don’t listen because they are offended by the message. It
had to startle people that their former furniture maker was now claiming to be their
savior. Jesus message was stated in Mark 1: 15, the kingdom of God is here, repent
and believe. They all say you’ve got to be kidding. Who are you to call me a sinner, that
I need to repent? I know you, know your family. The gospel message offends and the
disciples need to see this. Many won’t listen today. We live in a pluralistic society that
says, you’ve got your way and I have mine. It’s Jesus that says there is only one way,
no one comes to the Father but by me. That offends people and Christians today may
be accused of being hateful, racist, bigot, intolerant for simply stating scripture.
Verse 6 tells us that some don’t listen because of stubborn unbelief. The people of Nazareth reject Jesus and His message due to their unbelief. Jesus says I can’t believe your
unbelief.
There is no reason they should not believe. Jesus grew up among them, he has performed some miracles V 5 and he has preached with power in the synagogue V 1. They
remain blind to his identify, deaf to His message and hardened in their heart toward Jesus. Mark doesn’t record another visit by Jesus to Nazareth. This is the worst of sins unbelief. They recognize that there is something here with Jesus. (V 2) Where did He
get these things, His wisdom & the power to perform miracles? But they won’t believe.
We’ll face the same opposition that Christ and disciples the experienced. Some won’t
listen but the promise that we have in scripture is that some will. We don’t know who
will believe until we proclaim the gospel message. Our work is to obey Christ’s by proclaiming His gospel. That’s our part. It is Christ’s work to save, salvation is His. Let us
be faithful to Christ’s commands and trust salvation to Him.

Wednesday, March 10th
Read Galatians 2:17-21
What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?
In verse 20 Scripture states, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that
live, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now live in flesh I live in faith, the
faith which is the son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me”. So, as it is
written, Christ lives in you. He loves you and he gave Himself up for you. This is how
we are crucified with Christ.
1.

Deny Yourself

In verse 20 Scripture talks greatly about denying yourself. We as Christians must deny
ourselves and take up His Cross just as Mathew 16:24 states. If us as Christ followers
submit to God and serve Him in the way God calls us to serve, we will then bring glory
to Gods name. To continue through verse 20, Scripture states “and it is no longer that I
live, but Christ liveth in me”. Friends the Bible is very clear as these powerful verses explain in great detail our role in denying ourselves. Let us take up our cross together as
Christ followers, and continue to serve our all-mighty God.
2.

Christ has Authority

Through these powerful verses Christ has great authority which is explained in great
detail as Scripture in verse 20 states “and that life which I now live in flesh I live in
faith, the faith which is the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me”.
God’s love is unconditional. Knowing that God loved us by giving Himself up for us,
teaches us very clearly how Christ has authority. So, let us trust in the authority of
Christ, and live-in faith.
So how do we apply this?
We apply these powerful verses by denying ourselves and taking up Gods cross. God
has already sent his Son Jesus to die for us. Now we are called to serve and have a relationship with Christ. So, take up His cross, and follow him today. Christ has authority over your life, he loves you unconditionally. So, submit to His Authority and bring
glory to his name. This is how we can apply these verses to our everyday lives as being
a follower of Christ.

Thursday, March 11th
Exodus 3:13-14: Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of
Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’
and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”
Moses is faced with an insurmountable task in leading the Israelites out of Egypt. He
must go back to the country from where he fled for his life. He has just spent the last
forty years of his life as an unknown shepherd. Now, God calls him to lead God’s people
out of the most powerful nation in the world.
Moses attempts to have God ask someone else to lead the people. He has no confidence
in his abilities. How does God reply to Moses? There is no pep talk or emotional speech
to get Moses fired up about the task. God simply states, “I AM WHO I AM” or “I WILL
BE WHAT I WILL BE.” God shows Moses that Moses’ apparent weaknesses do not matter because God is present, and God will rescue His people. Whatever Moses or the people need, God is. God will not change His promise to Abraham that He will rescue His
people. Even mighty Pharaoh, who the Egyptians saw as God, could not stop God.
How do these words from Exodus encourage and challenge us? This life often brings us
to challenges that seem equally impossible. We can face financial struggles, discouragement, anxiety, and health problems. However, the God who spoke to Moses speaks to
us in these moments. He is all that we need! He does not change. In these difficult
times that we encounter, God shows us that He is God, and He is in complete control.
The goal of the Exodus for the Egyptians and the Israelites was “that you may know
that I am the Lord.” I pray that all of us would be encouraged to remember that He is
the Lord—in every season of our lives.

Friday, March 12th
How Does God's Love Impact Us?
Resting in God's Love
John 15:9-11 states, "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full."

Reflect on how much the Father loved Jesus--that love was absolutely perfect and
did not have any limits! Jesus shows the same love towards us. Jesus commands
us to abide in His love. What proof do we show that we are abiding in Jesus' love?
We must reflect on Jesus' love for us first--before the foundation of the world. His
love is not based on what we have done or have not done; this love is based on the
depth of His love. Unfortunately, we drift from the Father's love and work at impressing Him or other people to feel accepted. We must reflect on who He is and the
depth of His love. We must consider a core truth of the Gospel--it is not about what
I do, it is about what Christ has done!

Loving One Another
Jesus continues in John 15:12, "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you." What a great challenge for us! Resting in God's love gives
us the strength to overflow with God's love towards others. We will always have love
to offer others when we have first received His love on us. In what ways can we as a
local church love each other this year? How can we love our community in the way
that Jesus loves us? Why don't you search out all of the "one another" statements
in the New Testament? There are over fifty of them! These verses show us the importance of loving one another as Jesus loves us. How will we each take steps to become more loving this year?

Saturday, March 13th
Luke 22: 35-38
And he said to them,” When I sent you out with no moneybag or Knapsack or sandals,
did you lack anything?” They said, “Nothing” He said to them,” but now let the one who
has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword
sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me:
‘And he was numbered with the transgressors. ’For what was written about me has its
fulfillment.” And they said,” Look, Lord, here are two swords.” and he said to them, “It
is enough.”
Jesus ask the disciples who it was that had provided for their needs and if they had
lacked anything.
They correctly answered, “Nothing” but missed Jesus’s point on the source of the provisions.
The disciples did not understand the point Christ was trying impress on them, that
they could not add or subtract from Scripture being fulfilled, they had not even provided for themselves in their missionary journeys, And the scriptures were certainly not
going to be fulfilled by human hands.
His stern rebuke, “It is enough” was as to say stop you are missing the point, I am trying to tell you it will not be accomplished with your human efforts. The disciples were
determined to deliver Christ and not recognizing his power and mission to be our savior. Like the disciples we try with our human endeavors to come to Christ’s aide when
we are the ones in need of a savior. Our recognition of that need and yielding to Jesus
in humility and obedience are lessons we can learn from this scripture.

Sunday, March 14th

Mark 4:21-25
Lamp under a basket
What does it mean to be “saved”? You once were lost, but now are found? You believe
so that you might not perish? It is right that you should not want to burn in hell.
Fearing eternal damnation is healthy. Being marked safe from it is desirable. But this
is more than catching the last train, or just missing the red light, or being the last
guy to squeeze onto the elevator. What we are saved from should make us pause, reflect and indeed, rejoice. Our faith should be more than relief that we made the cut
and got on the team. It is also about playing the game to the very best of your ability.
Our Christianity should well up in us and spill out over for the world to see. The light
of Christ lives in us and that light was not created to be hidden but to reveal all truth
and expel the darkness inside of us, and around us. We should live in such a way
that the light is apparent to all who come near. No one lights a light and puts it under
a basket. What good does that do? Christ has shown incomparable grace to us, forgiving us, restoring us and renewing us not so we would hide it, but rather so we could
manifest His glory to the lost. We have been given a gift and we can share it without
losing it.

Monday, March 15th
John 6: 22-52
Jesus has just feed 5,000 people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. The crowds continued to follow him, not because they believed but because he can feed them. They are
thinking of the material benefit of following Jesus. Christ then began to teach them. He
knows them, their hearts and minds, and Jesus tells them to work for eternal food and
not food that perishes.

The people have questions for Jesus and He provides answers. The first question is,
what are the works that God requires of us? Jesus answers that God requires faith, believe on Me, I’m the one that God sent. Jesus is saying that we can’t earn our way to
heaven. The next question asked by the people is, why should we believe in you, what
sign do you give? This of course is asked after Jesus has already fed 5,000. The people
challenge Jesus by bringing up manna from heaven. They are basically saying Moses
gave us bread so if you’re superior to Moses, then give us a sign that’s bigger and better
than Moses.
Jesus corrects them by saying that it wasn’t Moses who provided manna. It was God.
Manna sustained life & gave nourishment. I’m the true bread sent by God; I give life to
the world. The people just don’t get it, they don’t understand. They’re thinking in material terms and not spiritual. They tell Jesus in verse 34 if you are offering bread that
gives life give us this bread, bake us up a couple of loafs, we’ll take it.
This leads to Jesus saying, I’m the bread of life and then in verse 51 he says that if they
want life, they must eat of Him. What is Jesus saying here, how do we understand this?
To understand we must remember what bread does for our bodies. Bread satisfies our
hunger, provides us food. Food sustains our lives; we can’t live without eating. It gives
us gives us fuel and energy for our bodies. Christ is speaking spiritually. Christ as our
bread means that he is able to satisfy the deepest needs and longings our souls. Spiritually He feeds, sustains and gives us life.
Christ’s requirement is that we believe in Him by faith. For those that do He says
“whoever eats of me will live forever”. Christ is talking of committing our lives to him.
Again, let’s compare believing in Christ to eating bread. Eating is necessary for our
physical bodies. Eating is a response to a felt need. We get hungry and eat. We eat daily. When we’re hungry it’s not enough to look at food, it’s not enough to smell and taste
it. We need to partake of it.
We need to be fed spiritually daily as well. Eating of Christ is necessary for our spiritual
bodies. No one else can eat for you and so it is with the Christian faith. It’s not enough
to know about Jesus. The devil knows all about Jesus and yet he hates Him. It’s not
enough to watch others read their bibles and live the Christian life. We have to follow
Christ and imitate Him.
If we refuse to eat physically, our bodies will evidentially starve and die. It is the same
for us spiritually. Eating of Christ, the bread of life, daily is a matter of life and death.
Do you believe and are you feeding on Jesus daily?

Tuesday, March 16th
Read Ephesians 2:1-10
Being Saved by Grace through Faith

1.

You are Made Alive Through Christ

We were all dead due to our sins. These verses state everyone has followed our
sinful natures and therefore are subjected to God’s anger. (verse 3). How does that
make you feel? Have you felt controlled by the power of sin? Have you been pressed
down by the weight of your sinful nature? Take a look at verse 4, have hope for it says
“But God, rich in His mercy, and he loved us so much…..” God did not leave us dead
in our sins. But GOD! Apart from Him we can do nothing. Our hope is in Christ and
Christ alone.

2.

You are Raised Up with Christ

It continues on in verse 4 to state “that even though we were dead because of our
sins, He gave us life when He raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that
you have been saved!).” It shows us how not only did God raise Jesus from the dead
but He also raised us from the dead and seated us with Christ in the heavenly realms
because we are united with Christ Jesus. We are given the hope and joy of knowing
Christ and being with Him as well.

So, how do we apply this?

Personally, I find these verses give me great hope and encouragement. I apply
them by bringing my sin to light and out of the darkness. I then ask God to forgive me.
I, then, can release those chains and am set free knowing that I am raised with Christ.
What sins hold you down? What do you need to confess and release to the Lord?

Wednesday, March 17th
“Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles and pray
at all times.” Romans12:12

I am learning how to deal with feelings of failure, and worthlessness, learning how to
lean on God as my rock, and most importantly learning how to have patience in life. I
am very quick to tell others not to worry about things, that God has a plan for everything. However, it was more difficult than I could imagine to live out my own advice.
Having lots of extra time on my hands meant more time for me to re-evaluate my life
and wait for my new direction from God. I would find myself asking lots of questions
such as, “Okay God, where do you want me? How do you want to use me? How can I
best serve you, Lord?” Much to my surprise, my new door opened on God’s time, and
my new adventure began.
What is the most important lesson I have taken from this time in my life? To start
with, I have learned that this life is not about me at all. It is about God! In six short
months, I have learned to depend on God more than I ever have before as well as how
to be patient when seeking His direction. This Easter season, I am so thankful for a
Father who is willing to guide and direct me through life. I pray that during this new
season of my life, I can shine with God’s love and always give glory and thanks to Him.

Thursday, March 18th
Romans 11:36--For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
Take a moment to reflect on this verse piece by piece:
1.

From Him are all things—Everything in life comes from the Father. My next
breath comes from the Father. My wife comes from the Father. My children come
from the Father. My income comes from the Father. My calling comes from the
Father. My brokenness comes from the Father. Courage comes from the Father.
Determination comes from the Father. My food comes from the Father. Without
the Father, I have none of these things.

2.

Through Him are all things—The Father creates the universe out of nothing.
Without His unlimited power and perfection, there would be no creation. All humans that invent anything only invent things from matter that is already created.
However, when God created, He made everything by the word of His power!

3.

To Him are all things—Everything is done for the glory of the Father. It all points
to His greatness. He is the highest and most noble idea that anyone has ever
thought! Does this make Him a glory hog? Absolutely not! He simply knows that
nothing is higher and more beautiful than Himself. All things point to His greatness, even the sorrow of human life. It all points us to a greater idea that we are
not gods that exist forever, but God does exist for eternity and deserves all praise.

4.

To Him be glory forever—All things, actions, and people must point to the greatness of the God. He deserves all of my attention and all of the attention of everyone else for all eternity. His glory cannot be limited. His glory cannot find an end.
He must have eternal glory!

As I consider these words, I am pierced with their truths. How often do I place myself at
the center of the story? How often do I live for my own glory and fame? Do I have the
courage to ask God to bring me to the end of myself and my pride so I can only see the
glory of God in everything? Do you have the courage to ask God for brokenness so you
can see His glory more clearly? To Him be glory forever!

Friday, March 19th

Romans 2 : 1-4

Therefore you have no excuse ,O man, every one of you who judges. For in, passing
judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very
same thing. We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such
things. Do you suppose, O man-you who judge those who practice such things and yet
do them yourself- that you will escape the judgment of God?
The natural man has throughout time judged others only to find himself guilty of the
same practice. How should we escape God’s judgment by possibly being obedient to the
scripture and judge no one? We will be held to the standard we ourselves live by but
thank God he has provided Jesus to be our righteousness.
God clearly exposes man’s sin of hypocrisy and taking God’s place by judging others.
His word gives wise instruction to leave judgment to him alone and not to condemn
ourselves by passing judgment on our neighbors but learn to forgive as we our forgiven.

Saturday, March 20th
John 2:1-11
The Wedding at Canaan

In this passage in John we read that Jesus’ mother knew that He could save the day
when they ran out of wine at the wedding feast. But Jesus rebuked His mother saying
that His time had not yet come. He was about to perform His first public miracle yet
do so quietly, out of sight allowing the guests to think that the “good” wine was simply
held back from the beginning. There are a number of lessons we can take from this
passage: This story first and foremost demonstrates Christ’s miraculous power.
Changing water to wine was indeed impossible for man but possible for God. We also
see that Jesus respected His mother and relented to her request. Jesus’ station - that
of God - was certainly higher than that of His human mother. Her request of Him was
one of an inferior to a superior. Jesus could have refused and be fully in His rights as
God, but as a son of Mary commanded to honor His parents, He did what she asked.
Also, this wasn’t Jesus’ wedding. He was simply a guest. He had no obligation to bless
the celebration by providing wine. This He did out of the kindness of His heart. This
reveals His boundless love for others. He sought no credit for this miracle. He did not
make a spectacle of His action by performing for everyone to watch. He quietly gave
the wedding party a gift greater than any other gift that day. Yet, His greatest gift was
still to come.

Sunday, March 21st
Colossians 3
The scripture states from Colossians 3 “If then ye were raised up with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.” We must set our
minds on the things that are above not on the things that are upon the earth. Christ is
our life! With him we are manifested in glory. We must keep him center in our everyday
lives such as relationships, our jobs, in school, and in our decisions that we make.
This brings me to my second point which is we are renewed with Christ. As we move
down to verses 15 and 16, they state “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which also ye were called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly; in all wisdom, teaching, and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs, signing with grace in your hearts unto God”. The Bible is clear we
are called in one body. We are renewed with Christ. So, as Ephesians tell us, let us put
on our armor of God. The Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Righteousness, the Gospel of
Peace, the Shield of Faith, the Helmet of Salvation, and finally the Sword of the Spirit. So,
let’s be strong in the Lord, and in his mighty power.

My third point is that we are raised up with Christ. In Colossians 3:1 it states “Therefore,
if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God.” So how do we keep seeking the things above? The word
seek comes from the Greek word “Zeteo” which means to search for, desire, demand, or
require. So, to seek after God means that He is our one desire, He is who we desperately
need, He is who we require. If we truly seek the things that are from above, we will gratefully obey the God of scripture.
So how can you apply this? We can apply these powerful verses to our life by being renewed in the spirit and putting on the new nature created after the likeness of God. We
are to do these things in righteousness and holiness. It’s not to late to be renewed, and
raised up with Christ. So, I encourage you to put off the old, and put on the new armor of
God.

Monday, March 22nd

I John 1:5 "This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all."

Praise God for He is good. All the time. We know we come across trials and tribulations. The Bible speaks to that truth. So, when we do, we are encouraged by knowing
God is light.

He is pure, righteous and holy. He will give us peace in our hearts and wisdom during
trials. We may question why. We may feel a heavy burden. We may be caught up in
the business of life. God is our light and will guide our path (Psalm 119:105).

He is light, there is no darkness. Seek the scriptures for His truth and encouragement. "If any one lacks wisdom, let him ask for it " James 1:5. "Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls" Matthew 11:29.

May we reflect His light to others.

Tuesday, March 23rd
“But God...”

Life is full of surprises, challenges, hills, and valleys. Through each season of life we
have an opportunity to glorify our Creator. When we are experiencing sorrow or pain,
may we remember that through each circumstance we have a God that loves us and will
see us through that trial. When we are given more than we can handle, may we remember these two words found in the Bible: But God…
You cannot handle this trial alone, But God is with you.
The stress of work is bearing down, But God will provide.
The illness is too painful or life-altering, But God is our healer and protector.
Loneliness feels like you are sinking in an ocean, But God will never leave you.
Your children are not following the Lord, But God is faithful.

Wednesday, March 24th
Death, Where Is Thy Sting?

Like most people I was brought up to fear death. “Don’t touch those wires, you’ll get electrocuted.” “Those berries are poisonous!” “That ice is too thin. You’ll fall through and
drown.” Watch any action movie and there’s bound to be at least six life-or-death situations that come up for the hero to narrowly escape. Death is the enemy. It is to be avoided
at all costs. I also grew up fearing the death of my family. I didn’t want to lose those closest
to me. I prayed daily for health and life over my mom and other family members. Yet as I
have grown older, my perspective has changed. Somewhere in my life I turned the corner. I
stopped being afraid of hell and started looking forward to heaven. I look forward to it for
me, and for others. I don’t know what all heaven has in store, but I’ll bet God has a good
cheesecake recipe. I bet He can tell stories better than Steven Spielberg. I’ll bet He gets
more channels than Service Electric and even a few I haven’t heard of. I bet God has a pet
dolphin. I bet heaven involves understanding. God’s will can finally be revealed to show
why things unfolded in life the way they did. The things that make no sense to us now will
be clearly understood in heaven. I think we’ll know who shot JFK and what crashed in the
desert near Roswell, New Mexico. At last we’ll know what happened to Amelia Earhart and
the truth about Bigfoot. Why was my dad an alcoholic? Why did my friend have to die?
Why do we have cancer? Who thought eating mushrooms was a good idea?
All this and more will be revealed. God’s good and perfect plan will finally make sense, and
I believe we will be thankful for it. I believe we will want to praise God more when we see
just what all He has done. I think eternity with God will be a really cool experience. How
can I fear death anymore? Death, where is thy sting? Grave, where is thy victory? I see
why Paul said “To live is Christ and to die is gain.” Death will not bring me separation from
God, but rather bring me closer to Him.
1 Corinthians 13:12

Thursday, March 25th
Christ and True Freedom

Years ago I talked with an individual who stated they didn’t care to attend church
because everyone there is a hypocrite. Knowing this statement is incredibly flawed to
begin with, and could argue for hours on that statement alone, I just kindly replied,
“Yup, you're right, but that’s the beauty of Christ. He loves hypocrites too.”
My hope and prayer is that this ideology wouldn’t block the perceptions of our
Savior. These blemished perceptions could disrupt the incredible opportunity we
have to know Him. What does this mean…I will try to explain. Unless we strip all the
thoughts and ideas that we conjure up ourselves, we never realize or experience the
true freedom we have in Christ.
Why does this individual feel this way about Christians? Because their perception
of Christians is very flawed, possibly nurtured by outside influences, our culture,
friends, etc. However, what it boils down to is not knowing the Lord. I would encourage all not to be held back by worldly perceptions of sociological status, money, love,
Christianity and the list goes on. All of this does not matter, why you ask? Because
we have Christ…He is what gives us hope, grace, and true freedom. Without having
Christ in the forefront and center of our lives we easily get distracted and the idea
that many meaningless things do matter.
Oh, and this person I was talking about at the start of this rambling was me many
years ago. I also seek prayers and encouragement to heed my own advice. No rush…
it may take a few years, or decades.

Friday, March 26th

John 3:16-21
For God so loved the world…
I like to think that John 3:16 is the most memorized verse in the Bible. It is certainly a good paraphrase of Christianity. We begin with God, as we should, and
His incredible love. The first line is showing us how much God loves us. He sacrifices His Son. As a father myself, I struggle to wrap my mind around the idea of
sacrificing my only son. Abraham was called to sacrifice his son and he unflinchingly obeyed. But God stopped him short. God Himself, on the other hand DID
NOT stop short of sacrificing His Son. How much do you love someone or something that you sacrifice such a great deal? It is unfathomable to me. God does
this and asks only this in return: that we believe. He’s doesn’t ask us to sacrifice
our children to show Him our love. He doesn’t require a thing from us in advance. We do nothing except believe. We accept the gift of everlasting life when
we did not earn it, deserve it, ask for it or even want it. God gives this gift out of
love and asks only that we acknowledge His glory. The good folks at Sam’s Club
like to stand in the aisles and hand out free samples of bologna or shrimp or
cheese so you can taste and see how good it is. This isn’t an original idea. God
did it first. He invited us to taste and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) and
to drink from the well that will never run dry (John 4:14). All of this is a gift of
God (Ephesians 2:8) from His eternal love. If we will simply accept it.

Saturday, March 27th

1 John 4: 17-21
The scripture from 1 John 4: 17 declares wisdom as the Bible talks greatly about how
Christ loved us first. Verse 17 states “Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have
boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world”. As scripture
is clear, we must have boldness in the day of judgment. This verse is also referenced in
James 2:13 stating “For he shall have Judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no
mercy; rejoiceth against judgment”. This verse is very powerful, we must rejoice against
judgment, and let mercy triumph over judgment.
To continue, my second point is God is perfect in love. As we continue down to verse 18,
scripture states “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love”. A Christian author, Ed Elliot,
explains the meaning of this verse and the perfect love of God. He states that “God
doesn’t love perfect people, He loves weak, confused, and flawed sinners with a perfect
love. It is the power of his love that transforms a person into righteousness of Christ”.
My friend, God loves all people, it is a love that is perfect, and unbreakable.
Moving forward, my third point is that God is sovereign. As we keep reading down to
verse 19, scripture declares “We love Him because He first loved us”. God is the supreme
ruler of this land, and loves each person dearly. If we receive Christ, the devil has no
hold on us. Everything is under Gods control. God is powerful, and almighty. So as
scripture talks about God first loving us, we must commit ourselves to him, and follow
him.

So how do we apply these very meaningful, and uplifting verses? We can apply these
verses by rejoicing against judgment because mercy triumphs over judgment. Second,
we must commit ourselves to Christ. We must love God just as God loves you.

Palm Sunday, March 28th
What Is Godly Wisdom?
Proverbs 16:16 says, "How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather
than silver!" The Bible urges us often to seek wisdom above all things (e.g., Prov. 4:7). But
there are different kinds of wisdom. I Cor. 3:19 says, "For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight." And verse 20 says, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise
are futile." There is obviously a difference between godly wisdom and worldly wisdom.

Godly wisdom is, of course, from God and honors God. Godly wisdom starts with the fear
of God and results in a holy life. Worldly wisdom, on the other hand, is not concerned
with honoring God but with pleasing oneself. With worldly wisdom, we may become educated, street-smart, and have "common sense" that enables us to play the world's game
successfully. Godly wisdom enables us to prepare ourselves for eternity. With godly wisdom, we trade earthly values for biblical values (I John 2:15-16). We recognize we are citizens of another kingdom, and we make choices that reflect that allegiance (Phil. 1:27;
3:20). Having godly wisdom means we strive to see life from God's perspective and act accordingly.

Godly wisdom may look very different from worldly wisdom. Jesus highlighted these differences in His Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5--7). For example, He said, "You have heard
that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in
heaven." Godly wisdom requires us to do that which is opposite of our natural inclinations. Godly wisdom goes against the "conventional wisdom" of the day; it is not focused
on self-preservation but on furthering the kingdom of God. We can live in godly wisdom
only when we are committed to crucifying our flesh and living in the Spirit.

The primary way we gain godly wisdom is by learning God's Word. "The unfolding of your
words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple" (Psalm 119:130).

Colossians 3:16 says, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God." Immersion in God's Word produces a heart of worship and thanksgiving. That heart of worship becomes fertile soil for seeds of wisdom to
grow. Jesus prayed to the Father: "Sanctify them by your truth; your word is truth" (John
17:17). He wants His followers to be set apart from the world, making godly choices and
living godly lives (I Peter 1:15). We can do that only when His Word lives in us.

Monday, March 29th
Colossians 3:15

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called
to peace. And be thankful.”

As we begin a new year, I am encouraged by these verses. A good reminder that Christ is
our peace. In the midst of turmoil in our world, Christ is peace. When we go through trials, Christ is our peace. As a church body, may Christ be our peace.
May we show gratitude toward our Savior for all He has done for us. I strive to write
down ways that God has blessed us. This encourages me to have a heart that is humble
and grateful. All glory to Christ when I reflect on how God has provided.

Tuesday, March 30th
Mark 1: 14-15
"Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God,
and saying, 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel.'"
Waiting patiently is a hard thing for us to do and can be stressful. We all can relate to
this. When Jesus began His public ministry, God’s people had been waiting patiently for a
very long time for His coming. Jesus comes preaching, and the first thing that He tells us
is, “The time is fulfilled.” No more patiently waiting. “The time" has come.
These verses give us a summary of the preaching of Jesus. There are 3 main points of His
message to consider.
1. We all recognize that some days are more significant than other days such as Mother’s
Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc. Jesus tells us, "The time is fulfilled.” He’s saying
something similar. Jesus was saying that God was bringing his promise to fulfillment.
God has kept His ancient promises in His sovereignty and in His providence. There’s a
consciousness on the part of Jesus that history is at a turning point. This turning point
has to do with Himself, His coming into the world and His mission.
2. Jesus says, "The kingdom of God is at hand." He was saying, "The message that I come
to proclaim is the message of the kingdom of God. God’s kingdom is at hand. It's right
here. Now that I am here, the kingdom has come." There's a sense, of course, in which the
kingdom is yet to come, but Jesus is saying that there's a sense too in which the kingdom
has arrived, and it's arrived in Him, the rule of God, and the dominion of God.
3. Jesus’ final point is, “Repent and believe the Gospel.” This is what is needed to enter
the kingdom of God. It’s one point, not two. Repentance and true belief can’t be separated
from each other. You can’t truly repent, you see, without believing. Everyone who truly
believes, repents.
a) Repentance without belief is nothing more than regret, remorse, guilt, shame,
sorrow. Feeling bad for something we’ve done.
b) Saving faith / belief in Christ doesn’t exist in the heart that does not turn from
sin to God in repentance.
Where do you stand today with Christ and His message; have you repented and do you
believe? Repentance is not a one-time act but should happen with all believers daily.

Wednesday, March 31st
Matthew 22: 11 -14
"… when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding
garment. And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and
foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are chosen."
The Chiefs just won the Super Bowl, and their coach has already said he’d accept an invitation to the White House. Imagine them showing up in their game uniforms right after a
game, their excuse being, "We didn’t have time to change." They come in covered in blood
and mud, dirty, sweaty, stinky and sticky from the tape. This would be a great offense to
their host, the one who called them.
In the parable of the wedding feast we see that this is the way sinners try to come to God
who calls them. The only dress they have to wear spiritually is sinfulness. Sinfulness is
offensive to God. Inside we are all dirty, muddy, sweaty, stinky. That’s what it means to
be a sinner. Our whole nature is sinful and revealed in the way we think, act and feel. We
are like dirty football players not dressed rightly with God.
God invites us to come, but we show up dirty. We’re sinful and offensive to God. God
says, "Come; I want you to come, but in order to come you must be dressed in righteousness” We all have a problem--none is righteous.
The president could send all the Chiefs home. Imagine, instead he tells them, "Go around
to the side door; my son is there. He’ll clean you up, and he has suits for you." The president urges this. Some won’t go; they’ll say, "If he won’t take me as I am, I’m gone." Some
may try to force their way in but won’t get past the Marine Guard & Security Service.
Some will try to brush off the dirt and enter; they’ll say, "I am good enough." They try to
obtain entrance on their own terms, their own works, without repentance and obedience.
But some will go to the son.
God works similarly. He could send us away to everlasting punishment because we’re offensive. But God wants us to go to His Son, Jesus. Jesus can make us right and clean
our dirty, offensive, sinful lives. Christ came to give us His righteousness. By faith in Him
we get credited with all Christ’s goodness, His righteousness. Are you today dressed rightly with God?

Thursday, April 1st
Luke 4:1-13
Jesus Temptation in the Wilderness
This season of Lent is celebrated for 40 days to commemorate the 40 days Jesus spent
in the wilderness enduring temptations. Many of us fast from different things like social
media or TV or chocolate or potato chips during Lent just as Jesus fasted without food
for 40 days. We often celebrate Lent by fasting through the week but breaking the fast
on the Sabbath in a mini celebration of Easter each week leading up to that big resurrection day. Fasting from anything for 40 days is no small feat but when you consider
the other part of it - the temptation - it becomes all the more amazing. Temptation is not
restricted to fasts in our lives and it is common to everyone. We are all tempted - not by
God, but by Satan - every day. Most of these temptations come and go and we relent or
reject them without a second thought. They seem to matter more when we are trying to
avoid something: give up chocolate and suddenly you may start to crave it. Give it up as
a fast unto the Lord and you WILL be tempted by it. If we all face temptation daily, and if
Satan is behind temptations, how do we combat that? What power exists that can deliver is from our temptations? Christ shows us the answer right here in Luke. He counters
each temptation with a piece of scripture - the Word of God - and after a time, the devil
flees from Him and He is tended by angels. Hebrews 4:12 tells us “For the word of God is
alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between
soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.” And it is indeed powerful. God brought the world into existence with a mere word
from His lips. Oh yes. Scripture can and will rescue you from temptations. Read it.
Study it. It is useful for your walk.

Good Friday, April 2nd
John 6: 22-52
Jesus has just feed 5,000 people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. The crowds continued
to follow him, not because they believed but because he can feed them. They are thinking
of the material benefit of following Jesus. Christ then began to teach them. He knows
them, their hearts and minds, and Jesus tells them to work for eternal food and not food
that perishes.
The people have questions for Jesus and He provides answers. The first question is, what
are the works that God requires of us? Jesus answers that God requires faith, believe on
Me, I’m the one that God sent. Jesus is saying that we can’t earn our way to heaven. The
next question asked by the people is, why should we believe in you, what sign do you give?
This of course is asked after Jesus has already fed 5,000. The people challenge Jesus by
bringing up manna from heaven. They are basically saying Moses gave us bread so if
you’re superior to Moses, then give us a sign that’s bigger and better than Moses.
Jesus corrects them by saying that it wasn’t Moses who provided manna. It was God.
Manna sustained life & gave nourishment. I’m the true bread sent by God; I give life to the
world. The people just don’t get it, they don’t understand. They’re thinking in material
terms and not spiritual. They tell Jesus in verse 34 if you are offering bread that gives life
give us this bread, bake us up a couple of loafs, we’ll take it.
This leads to Jesus saying, I’m the bread of life and then in verse 51 he says that if they
want life, they must eat of Him. What is Jesus saying here, how do we understand this? To
understand we must remember what bread does for our bodies. Bread satisfies our hunger, provides us food. Food sustains our lives; we can’t live without eating. It gives us gives
us fuel and energy for our bodies. Christ is speaking spiritually. Christ as our bread
means that he is able to satisfy the deepest needs and longings our souls. Spiritually He
feeds, sustains and gives us life.
Christ’s requirement is that we believe in Him by faith. For those that do He says “whoever
eats of me will live forever”. Christ is talking of committing our lives to him. Again, let’s
compare believing in Christ to eating bread. Eating is necessary for our physical bodies.
Eating is a response to a felt need. We get hungry and eat. We eat daily. When we’re hungry it’s not enough to look at food, it’s not enough to smell and taste it. We need to partake
of it.
We need to be fed spiritually daily as well. Eating of Christ is necessary for our spiritual
bodies. No one else can eat for you and so it is with the Christian faith. It’s not enough to
know about Jesus. The devil knows all about Jesus and yet he hates Him. It’s not enough
to watch others read their bibles and live the Christian life. We have to follow Christ and
imitate Him.
If we refuse to eat physically, our bodies will evidentially starve and die. It is the same for
us spiritually. Eating of Christ, the bread of life, daily is a matter of life and death. Do you
believe and are you feeding on Jesus daily?

Holy Saturday, April 3rd
Joshua 1: 7-8
Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that
Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left,
that you may have good success wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart
from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful
to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success.

What are the marks of success and how do we measure it? The world measures success by
things, what we have, in procession, titles, status. God has a different standard. God also
gives us His outline for success. God grants prosperity and success to those who do the
following:
1. Keep God’s Word on their mouth; it is part of their daily conversation. God’s Word
should be a large part of our conversations with friends, family & those that are lost.

2. Meditate on God’s Word day & night; it’s constantly in their thoughts. Meditate
here means to think intently, muse or mutter. God wants us to interact with scripture, not
just read it. He wants us to think about what we read, study it, turn it over in our minds.
Not just for an hour on Sunday but constantly.
3. Obey it, follow it, apply & live it. Not turning to the left or right. He wants us to
live His word to order to bring about a radical change in the way we talk, the way we think
and the way we act. We must put it into practice by the way we live.

Joshua was promised success as long as he obeyed God. God will give prosperity & success to those who stay true to His Word.

What are good God-centered definitions for prosperity & success?

Prosperity – enjoying the full blessings that God gives
us.

Success – being the Christian God wants you to be.

Easter Sunday, April 4th
At a Bible study gathering I attended, the leader posed this question: "As you were growing up, what was your view of God and how has that changed?"

I pondered this and then shared that my view of God was that He was high and mighty,
He was holy, and He was to be revered. In my view, He was a bit removed from me...high
in the sky. But as I have grown through the years, both physically and spiritually, my
view of God has changed.

I have learned that God is first and foremost relational. He indeed is high and mighty, He
is holy, and He is to be revered, but He wants to have a PERSONAL relationship with me!
He wants me to engage in daily conversation with Him.

God wants my all, He wants my life. He wants to be intimately involved in my everyday
activities. What does that look like? That includes me delving into His Word and spending time talking with Him.

Romans 11:1 says, "Therefore I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship."

I like these lyrics I heard: "I want to know you, Lord,

Like I know a friend."

