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From the desk of David C. Gibbs, Jr. CLA 

Blessed in the nation whose God is the Lord; and to the people He hath chosen for His own 

inheritance. Psalms 33:12 

“We can enjoy blessings for so long that we begin to forget how precious they are. We gather 

for church on Sunday morning without asking the government for permission. We open our 

Bibles.  We preach the gospel. We send missionaries.  We teach our children the Word of God.  

We pray publicly.  We tell others about Christ. 

These freedoms are so much a part of our lives it is easy to assume they will always be there. 

But religious freedoms are not self-perpetuating.  For more than five decades, the Christian 

Law Association has had the privilege of standing by pastors, churches, Christian schools, 

missionaries and individual believers whose liberties were threatened. Again and again, we 

have been reminded that rights that are not understood are easily surrendered, and freedoms 

that are not defended are quickly lost. 

That is why Christians should be informed and participate responsibly in our communities. We 

should vote. We should respectfully speak the truth.  And when the government exceeds its 

constitutional authority, we should be willing to stand for the liberties God has allowed us to 

enjoy. But there is something else we must never forget. 

America’s greatest need cannot be solved at the ballot box. 

As your Mission Director, I read newsletters every month that include the following 

instructions:” We ask that you do not print this letter on any social media or anywhere on the 

internet.”  They fear the government of that country will shut them down if they are found out. 

These counties are referred to as “closed countries” since they are “closed” to the Gospel 

message of Jesus Christ.  Some of these countries you could probably name but some are 

surprising because some started sending missionaries before we did.  In fact, some of those 

countries are responsible for evangelizing America in her formative days of the 1700’s. Like Mr. 

Gibbs says “our religious freedoms are not “self-perpetuating”. 

Noel Edwards, Faith Missions Director

http://www.faithlagrange.com/
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