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Before Kids Arrive  
 � Do a quick online search to find out how long it would take 
to fly from your nearest airport to the city of Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia. Divide the number of hours by two to get an 
estimate for the number of times you could watch a popular 
movie in the time it would take to fly there. (For example, if it 
took 15 hours, you could watch Star Wars about seven times.) 

 � Practice saying “hello” in Mongolian. (See pronunciation on 
page 2.) 

 � Fill two buckets with water. Place these at one side of your 
classroom. If you have uncarpeted floors, be sure to put down a 
few towels in your relay area so kids don’t slip. (Or you may opt 
to take kids outside for the “Have a Camel Relay” activity.)

 � Use a pin to poke a few small holes in the bottom of each 
3-ounce paper cup.

 � Use masking tape to mark a small square on the floor. The 
square should be large enough for just over half your students 
to stand in.

Welcome to Mongolia  
Say: This week we’re going to explore Mongolia, an amazing country 

that not many people get to see or experience! You won’t just 
learn facts about Mongolia’s history or geography; you’ll get to 
meet real kids who live there, too. Ask:

  If a kid from Mongolia came to our class, what things would 
you want to ask him or her?

Have students form trios and come up with five questions they’d 
ask a visitor from Mongolia. After a couple of minutes, have kids 
share their questions with the whole group. You may want to jot 
the questions on a whiteboard or sheet of paper that you’ll keep 
up during the week. Ask:

  Why do you think it’s important to learn from people in other 
countries?

Say: Sometimes we think the world is one way—our way! You’ve 
grown up in [name of your community] and it’s easy to think 
that everyone thinks the way we do—or should think that way. 
When we hear from people in other places, we begin to see 
things differently. We can start to understand God’s enormous 
love for the whole world—not just people here in [name of your 
community]!

You’ll need: 
�    large sheet of 

white paper or 
whiteboard and 
marker (optional)

�    copy of the 
“Mongolian Script” 
handout (p. 6)

�   pitchers of water
�   measuring cups
�    16-ounce cups 

(1 per person)
�   timer
�    4 buckets (2 full 

of water)
�    towels (optional)
�    3-ounce paper 

cups (1 for every 
2 people)

�   pin or sharp pencil
�   masking tape
�    downloaded 

video clips:  
�    “Where Is 

Mongolia?”
�    “Gobi Desert: 

Crazy for Camels” 
�   “Vast”  

Day 1
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Mongolia is really far away from the United States. If we hopped 
on a plane, it would take [share the number of hours it would take 
from your nearest airport] hours! Give kids an idea of how many 
times they could watch a popular movie in that length of time.

Where in the World Is Mongolia? 
Ask: 

  What are some other places you’ve visited—in our country 
or in other countries?

Let kids call out names of cities or countries they’ve visited. Ask:

  Why did you go there?
Say: Usually people visit a new place because they’ve heard something 

amazing about that place, or watched a movie about that place, 
or seen incredible pictures of things to visit there. Or maybe you 
know someone who’s been there or lives there. Ask:

  When you think of Mongolia, what comes to mind? Why?
If kids don’t have any preconceived ideas about Mongolia, that’s 
okay! Their lack of insight or information is understandable, 
given that Mongolia is rarely in the news and has lower tourism 
numbers than many countries.

Say: Hmm, let’s see if what you’ve heard is true.
   Show the “Where Is Mongolia?” video clip. Ask:

 
  Did anything surprise you in the video? Tell me about that.

Say: Compared with other countries, not a lot of people visit 
Mongolia. About half a million people visit Mongolia each year, 
while Mexico gets about 35 million visitors each year! So it’s 
likely that you probably don’t know anyone who’s been there. 
Well, this week will be a little like taking a trip to Mongolia and 
hanging out with some kids who call it home. Then you can tell 
your friends and family how cool it is!

Say “Hello” in Mongolian
Say: Here in [name of your community], when we meet someone, we 

say “hello” or “hi.” In Mongolia, when people meet each other, 
they say “Sain baina uu” (SAHN-bahn-oh). Lead kids in saying 

“Sain baina uu.” This is what Sain baina uu looks like written in 
Mongolian. 
Write      on a whiteboard. Ask:

  What do you notice about these letters?

Around 1924, Mongolia 
became a socialist republic, 
heavily influenced and 
controlled by Soviet Russia. 
One of the many socialist 
reforms included replacing 
Mongolian script with the 
Cyrillic alphabet used in 
Russia. (You can see an 
example of Cyrillic near 
the bottom of this page.) 
Today, few people use 
Mongolian script on a daily 
basis except in folk art or 
as an artistic expression. 
(You can see an example of 
Mongolian script on page 6.)

Travel Tip
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Say: Mongolians use the same alphabet that Russians do, called 
Cyrillic (suh-RILL-ik). But they also have their own special script 
that’s been around for hundreds and hundreds of years! So 

“hello” might also look like this! 
Show kids the “Mongolian Script” handout (page 6), which says 
“hi” on the left and “hello” on the right in Mongolian script. Point 
out that Mongolian script is written from the top down, not left 
to right.

Say: To keep it easy, we’ll just practice saying “hello”! Let kids 
practice saying “Sain baina uu.”

Visit the Gobi Desert 
Say: Now you have a greeting, and you know a little 

about where you’re headed. So let’s get going to 
the southern part of Mongolia, down to the Gobi 
Desert. You’ll meet a family who works with some 
animals we don’t see every day in [name of your 
community]. As you watch, look for ways their 
lives are like and unlike yours.

   Show the “Gobi Desert: Crazy for Camels” 
video clip. Ask:

  How is this family’s life like or unlike your daily life?
  What jobs did the brothers do that looked fun? not so fun?

Say: Caring for camels is a big deal because the family relies on 
them for everything. And God made camels just right for the 
desert. Let’s explore how!

Drink Like a Camel 
Say: The Gobi Desert can be hot and very dry, so when thirsty 

camels get a chance to refill, they take their water seriously. 
Let’s see how your speedy sipping compares to a camel’s!
Set out pitchers of water, measuring cups, and 16-ounce cups. 
Have each student measure two cups of water into a cup. Direct 
kids to hold their cups until everyone has one. Tell kids that 
when you start a timer, they’ll drink all their water. When kids 
have finished, they can raise a hand. You’ll note the time of the 
first hand up as well as the last. Start the timer. When kids have 
finished, tell them the average amount of time it took for them 
to drink their water. For example, “It took between 30 seconds 
and one minute for you to drink 16 ounces of water.”

Older kids may want to try 
their hand at copying “hello” 
in Mongolian script. If time 
allows, give them a chance 
to practice!

Travel Tip
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Explain that camels can drink 30 gallons of water in only 13 
minutes. That would be like kids repeating their water-guzzling 
activity 240 times! Ask:

  Why do you think God made camels so they’re able to drink 
water so quickly?

Have a Camel Relay 
Say: God created camels to use water wisely. Not only can they take 

water in quickly, they can also store it up really efficiently. Let’s 
see how!
Form two teams, and have both teams line up at one end of the 
room. Place a full bucket of water near each team and an empty 
bucket on the opposite side of the room, directly across the room 
from each team. Have the kids on one team use their 16-ounce 
cups for the activity, and give the other team the 3-ounce cups 
with holes in them.

On “go,” kids will take turns filling their cups and quickly walking 
across the room to the empty buckets. They’ll pour in the water, 
then return to their teams. Be sure kids on each team go one 
at a time, and make sure you have towels on the floor to catch 
any spills (or go outside for this activity). When both teams have 
emptied their full buckets into the empty buckets, have kids sit 
with their teams. Ask:

  What did you think when you saw the cups your team 
would be using in the relay? Why?
  How did your cup help you move the water—or keep you 
from moving the water?

Say: Camels are like the bigger cups because camels have large 
humps on their backs. These humps store fat…and fat has 
water in it! Hold up the smaller cup. Animals like horses don’t 
have humps to store fat. Fill up a small cup and watch the water 
pour out of the holes. Point out that camels don’t sweat very 
much like other animals do.

Explore the Idea of “Vast” 
Say: Camels are perfect for Mongolia’s vast terrain, 
and vast is a great word to describe Mongolia! Ask:

  How would you define the word vast to a kid 
who’s younger than you?

Let kids share with a partner, then take a few 
responses from the entire group. 

Say: Let’s see what vast means!
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   Show the “Vast” video clip. 

Say: Mongolia’s countryside definitely captures the idea of 
vast! Our classroom may not seem very vast, but let’s see 
if you can experience a little of that feeling.
Show kids the small square you made on the floor. Invite 
everyone to stand inside the square with at least one foot 
entirely inside the square. (The more squished kids are, the 
better!) Ask:

  Call out words that describe how this feels.
Kids might share words like squished, uncomfortable, weird, or 
cramped. Then direct kids to spread out around the room, finding 
a space where they can’t touch anyone else. Invite kids to lie down 
with arms outstretched. Ask:

  Compared with being in the box, how does this feel?
Let kids call out their responses. Kids might share words such as free, 
open, or relaxing. Say: The Bible describes God’s love with a lot of 
those kinds of words. Read aloud Ephesians 3:17-18: 

“ Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And 
may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, 
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.”

Say: Think of a time you felt how big God’s love is. Share your own 
example first, such as a time you held a helpless newborn, saw a 
spectacular view from a mountaintop, or experienced God’s healing. 
Then let kids share with the person sitting the closest to them.

Talk About God Sightings® 
Say: In our everyday lives, we may not feel like we experience the width, 

length, height, or depth of God’s love. At times, God’s love may 
not feel very big or very vast to us. But God’s Word promises that 
the more we know God and look for him, the more we discover his 
enormous love!
This week we’ll be practicing looking for God Sightings—ways God 
is at work around us. It’s a little like being a detective. You’ll keep 
your eyes open for a clue, or evidence, of God’s love.
Today, since we talked about how big God’s love is, I want you to be 
on the lookout for something big that shows God’s love and power. 
It might be a huge cloud God sends to bring you shade on a hot day. 
Or maybe it’s how you feel when someone forgives you for a big 
mistake. Come ready to share a God Sighting tomorrow!
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HelloHi
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You’ll need: 
�   handful of modeling 

clay for each child
�   plastic wrap
�   freezer or portable 

cooler
�   ice (if using a 

portable cooler)
� timer
�   “Tell the World!” 

handout (p. 12)  
(1 copy for every 
4 people)

�   downloaded  
video clip:

    • “ Contortionist 
Class: Stretchy 
Siblings”

    

Modeling clay (rather than 
dough) works best for this 
activity. Or, freeze Starburst 
candies and give a few to 
each child. Kids can still 
“sculpt” with them, and 
they’re a challenge to soften 
when they’re chilled. Just tell 
kids not to put the frozen 
candies in their mouths to 
soften them!

Travel Tip

Before Kids Arrive  
 � Divide the modeling clay into compact lumps, making 

one per student. (Some clay comes in little strips or 
sticks.) Wrap each piece of clay in plastic wrap, then 
put the clay in a freezer or cooler filled with ice. (The 
idea is to make the clay hard enough so kids will really 
have to work with it and warm it to make it pliable.)

 � Be prepared to share your own faith story of how God prepared 
your heart to hear and receive his love and forgiveness. Even 
if you became a Christian at a very young age, you can share 
about how God surrounded you with loving family members, 
friends, neighbors, or church members who touched your life.

 � Photocopy the “Tell the World!” handout (p. 12) so you have a 
quarter sheet for each child in your class. Cut apart the squares.

Welcome and Greet Each Other 
Say: Yesterday we explored how Mongolia is vast—wide open 

spaces that are high, valleys that are deep, and skies that 
seem endless. That reminds us of God’s big, amazing, endless, 
limitless love! I can’t wait to see what new things we’ll 
discover today about Mongolia! Let’s start with a magnificent 
Mongolian greeting! Sain baina uu (SAHN-bahn-oh)!
Lead kids to find five friends, give them high-fives, and say 
“Sain baina uu!” 

Remember the Verse and Share God Sightings 
Say: The Bible encourages us with these words about God’s vast, 

big love for us: Read aloud Ephesians 3:17-18.

“ Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And 
may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, 
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.”

Say: We talked about being detectives who look for evidence of 
God’s awesome love right here in [name of your community]. I’m 
curious what you sleuths found. 

Day 2
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Share your own God Sighting of when you saw something that 
showed you God’s enormous love. You might mention the way 
God took care of you in busy traffic, the unconditional love you 
felt from a family member, or a favorite meal someone cooked 
for you. Then let kids tell their God Sightings to someone sitting 
nearby. After a minute, let a few kids share their God Sightings 
with the class.

Start With a Stretch 
Say: Before our trip to Mongolia today, let’s get your muscles 

warmed up. Lead kids in a few minutes of fun stretching. Start 
with easy, doable stretches, then ask kids to do some silly or 
impossible stretches. Hold each stretch for about 20 seconds.

 � Touch your toes without bending your knees.

 � Touch your ear to your shoulder.

 � Stretch your hands up toward the ceiling.

 � Twist your torso around to the right, then to the left.

 � Reach overhead, then straight back down to see how far you 
can reach down your back. (Give your back a little scratch 
while you’re there.)

 � Touch your elbow to your ankle.

 � Bring your knee up to your ear.

 � Put your foot over your head!

Then have kids sit down. Ask:

  When do you usually see people doing stretches like these?

Meet Two Twisty Sisters 
Say: In Mongolia, there’s an activity called contortionism. The word 

contort means to twist something in a strange or surprising way. 
So people who practice contortionism can twist and stretch their 

bodies in ways that are…well, let’s just take a look!
 Show the “Contortionist Class: Stretchy Siblings” 

video clip. 

Say: After doing your own stretches and then seeing 
Batchimeg and Ganchimeg, I wonder something. Ask:

  How well would you do at contortionism? Why?

  What do you think it would take to be a good 
contortionist?
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Cool Clay Play 
Say: Batchimeg and Ganchimeg are both really strong. Their 

reaching and stretching and strength remind me of the verse 
from Ephesians 3. Listen to the verse, and tell me what words 
remind you of Batchimeg and Ganchimeg.
Read aloud Ephesians 3:17: 

“ Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.”

Let kids share what parts of the verse remind them of the video 
they just saw.

Say: The girls in the class are so strong! Even though they seem 
small, their muscles are mighty—and their teacher makes sure 
they warm up properly. Let’s see what that’s like.
Hand each person a handful of frozen clay. Tell kids they each 
have 30 seconds to form the clay into the shape of a person. 
Time kids for 30 seconds, then call “Hands off!” and have kids set 
their creations in front of them. Ask:

  What happened?

  If you’d had more time, what would you have done to 
your clay?

Give kids time to warm, stretch, and knead their clay into people 
shapes. This will take several minutes! When kids all have new 
creations sitting in front of them, ask:

  This time, what did you do to soften your clay?

Kids might share that they held the clay in their cupped hands, 
gently massaged it, breathed warm air on it, or simply held it in 
their palms for a while. 

Say: Muscles need to be warmed, massaged, and gently worked 
before they can be flexible. You know, people are like that, too. 
Our hearts need to be softened and prepared to learn about 
Jesus for the first time. Share your own story, relating how 
someone—or God—prepared your heart to receive the message 
of his forgiveness and love. Point out that those people or 
situations were like the warmth of kids’ hands on the frozen clay.

Have kids form pairs and share about people God has placed 
in their lives to warm, prepare, and soften their hearts 
toward Jesus. After a few minutes, let any willing kids share 
their responses.
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Look at Christianity in Mongolia 
Say: Our verse in Ephesians talks about roots growing down into 

God’s love. Roots have a hard time growing down deep into 
hard soil. In Mongolia, the spiritual soil has been hard and dry 
for a long time. For many years, Christianity wasn’t allowed 
in Mongolia.
Missionaries brought Christianity to Mongolia only 30 years 
ago! Around that time, people estimate there were only about 
10 Christians in the entire country! Hold up a piece of frozen 
clay. Mongolia is a lot like this clay. People aren’t against 
Christianity; they just haven’t heard about it. Their hearts 
haven’t been warmed, stretched, or prepared! That means 
bringing a new message about God can be challenging. Let’s 
try something!
Form four equal groups and number them 1 through 4 (if there’s 
an uneven number of kids, you can join a group). Hand each 
person in each group one of the “Tell the World!” cards that 
corresponds with the group’s number. (Each student will need 
his or her own card in order to remember the task.) Give groups 
one minute to quietly read their cards and consider how to 
accomplish their tasks. 

Then have each person find one person from each of the other 
groups to form new groups of four. (Each foursome should have 
a member from each of the numbered groups.) 

Say: You’ll each have one minute to share your message with 
the people in your group. I’ll flash the lights when time is up 
between each round. We’ll start with the person holding Card 4, 
then go around the circle. Ready? Go!
After four minutes, have kids sit with their foursomes. Ask:

  What happened in your group?

  What was most challenging? What worked well?

Send kids back to their tables or desks where they left 
their clay people.

Say: Look closely at your clay. You probably see the 
impressions left by your hands, palms, and fingers. 
Ask:

  How can we leave impressions on people’s lives 
right here, showing them God’s enormous love?
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Say: God’s love is big, and he knows each and every one 
of us. His hands formed us. He knows our hearts—
what matters most to us. He cares for you here in 
[name of your community], and he cares for kids in 
Mongolia. We can pray for our brothers and sisters in 
Mongolia, asking God to touch their hearts with his love. We 
can ask God to surround them with people who soften their 
hearts toward him. Let’s do that now.

Pray for Mongolia 
  Have kids stand up so they’re not able to reach and touch 
anyone else, and ask them to close their eyes. Explain that you’ll 
give kids actions to do during the prayer. 

Pray:  God, we thank you for your love that stretches from [name of 
your community] all the way to Mongolia. Friends, reach your 
arms out as wide as you can. Imagine God’s love touching your 
rooftop here and the rooftop of Batchimeg and Ganchimeg’s  
home in Mongolia. Pause.

   God, we’re in awe of your love that is long—it goes on and on 
forever. Friends, imagine you’re standing on a timeline. With 
your arms outstretched, tip your body slightly to one side. God 
loved you yesterday. Tip your body slightly to the other side. 
God will love you tomorrow and forever. Pause.

  God, your love is higher and mightier than we can understand. 
It extends around the world! Class, stretch your arms up high. 
Pause.

  God, we praise you for a love that goes deeper than our faults 
and failures. Friends, stoop down and touch the ground. Pause.

  God, help us be people who reach out in love. Help us stretch 
our courage and be friends who soften hearts toward you. 
Thank you for the strength you give us. In Jesus’ name, amen.
 Let kids return to their seats.

Give the God Sightings Challenge 
Say: Christian kids in Mongolia really have to look for God at work 

around them. They may not have many Christian friends 
or hear worship music on the radio. Some of them probably 
don’t have Christian family members. Today, be thankful 
and look for people God has put into your life to mold, shape, 
and soften your heart toward God. Press your finger into a 
piece of modeling clay. Look for people who’ve left a “God 
print” on you! Come ready to share about those human God 
Sightings tomorrow!
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You want to show people that God 
forgives their wrongs. 

But you can’t speak or write any words 
because you don’t know the other 
groups’ language.

You want to share John 3:16: “For this is how 
God loved the world: He gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him will not perish but have eternal life.” But 
you don’t speak the other groups’ language.

 This is the verse in your language:

“Houtos gar egapesen ho Theos ton kosmon 
hōste ton Huion ton monogenē edōken hina 
pas ho pisteuōn eis auton mē apolētai all’ 
echē zōēn aiōnion.”

You’re trying to teach the other groups 
that Jesus is God’s Son. You speak their 
language, but they’ve never heard of 
God or Jesus, and they have no idea 
what a Bible is.

You want to lead other group 
members in prayer, which they’ve 
never done. You only know the words 

“Jesus loves me, this I know” in their 
language, so that’s the only phrase 
you can say.

Tell the World!

1  

3

2  

4

12
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You’ll need: 
�   paper
�   crayons or colored 

pencils
�   white craft foam 

(3x12-inch strip per 
person)

�   rulers
�   pencils (1 per person)
�   flexible straws 

(6 per person)
�   sturdy white paper 

towels (1 full-size 
sheet per person)

�   masking tape
�   scissors
�   water
�   downloaded  

video clips:
    •  “ Rural Life in 

Ulaanbaatar: 
Family Fun”

    •  “ Mongolian 
Hospitality”

    •  “ Build-a-Ger”

Before Kids Arrive  
Make a sample ger, following the instructions on pages 15-17.

Welcome and Greet Each Other 
Say: Sain baina uu (SAHN-bahn-oh)! It’s time to trek across the globe to 

Mongolia to discover more about our faraway friends. In Mongolia, 
it’s polite to take a gift when you visit someone. Hold out your 
hands as if you’re presenting a gift. In a minute, you’ll greet three 
classmates by saying “Sain baina uu” and presenting them with a 
gift like this.
Extend your hands to a student and say, “Sain baina uu, [child’s 
name]! I brought you a…” [fill in the name of a fun or funny gift 
you think the child would like]. For example, if  the student loves 
superheroes, you might say, “I brought you all the Avengers movies,” 
or if the child likes snacks, you might say, “I brought you a lifetime 
supply of chips!” Have kids greet three friends this way and then 
sit down.

Remember the Verse and Share God Sightings 
Say: We give gifts to show that we love or appreciate people. The 

Bible reminds us again and again of God’s great love—and all 
his many gifts to us! Read aloud Ephesians 3:17-19.

 “ Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 
And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people 
should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 
May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the 
fullness of life and power that comes from God.” 

One of God’s best gifts are the people around us who show 
God’s love, leaving “God prints” in our lives. Share your own God 
Sighting about someone who shows you God’s love.

Then let kids tell their God Sightings to someone sitting nearby. After 
a minute, let a few kids share their God Sightings with the class.

Talk About Family 
Say: You have the chance to be a God Sighting every day in your home, 

with your family. 

You may be more familiar 
with the word yurt to 
describe a traditional 
Mongolian dwelling. 
However, ger (“gehr”) is the 
Mongolian word for the 
structure. Yurt is the Russian 
word for the same type of 
building.

Travel Tip

Day 3
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Your family are people you spend a lot of time with! Every 
family is different—with different traditions, habits, routines, 
and even inside jokes!
Share a tradition your family has. It could relate to a holiday (such 
as opening Christmas gifts in order from youngest to oldest) or 
everyday life (such as praying before meals or deciding who cooks 
dinner and who cleans up). 

Ask:

  What are some of your family traditions? Do you know how 
those started?

Let as many kids share as time allows. 

Family Fun 
Say: Some traditions come from inside our families, but some come 

from our culture. Things like presents at Christmas, fireworks 
on the Fourth of July, and fun Super Bowl parties are traditions 
in our country. Let’s meet a Mongolian family and see what 
traditions they have.

Show the “Rural Life in Ulaanbaatar: Family Fun” video 
clip. Ask:

  What Mongolian traditions did you notice?

  Which tradition did you think looked the most fun or 
interesting?

Practice Hospitality 
Say: This week we’re exploring Ephesians 3:17-19. Listen to this part 

of the verse: 

“ Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.”

This passage talks about home. Home is where families live and 
gather. God’s love is big, and we’re all part of his family whether 
we live in [name of your community] or in Mongolia! Christ wants 
to make his home in our hearts. Ask:

  How did the family in the video make people feel at home 
when they visited?

  What do you do to make someone feel at home in your house?

Say: In Mongolia, hospitality is a big deal! Hospitality means you 
welcome people, showing them kindness and generosity. 
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Even if you’re a stranger, a Mongolian family will welcome you 
with food and drinks, offering you the best seat in the house. 
Take a look.

Show the “Mongolian Hospitality” video clip. Ask:

  After seeing that, how would you feel about being a guest 
in Mongolia?

Say: Let’s think about ways we might show hospitality to guests.
Give each person a sheet of paper. Have kids imagine the 
entire sheet of paper is like a miniature version of the table 
they’re setting for a guest. Ask kids to draw what might be on 
their table if a guest dropped by. Allow at least five minutes for 
kids to draw, then they can share what they drew with a few 
friends nearby.

Ger Building 
Say: Hospitality is welcoming someone into your home. 

Let’s take a look at what a lot of homes look like in 
Mongolia.

Show the “Build-a-Ger” video clip.

Point out that many people in Mongolia are 
nomadic, meaning they move when their animals 
need a new place to graze or find water. Ask:

  Why does a home like a ger make sense if 
you’re on the move? 

Lead kids in the following steps to build their own mini-gers. 
(Remember that ger is pronounced “gehr”—it almost rhymes 
with “prayer.”) 

1.  Give each person a 3x12-inch strip 
of white craft foam. 

2.  Lead kids in marking 2-inch 
intervals on the foam.

2''
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3.  Give each person six flexible straws. 
Help kids measure 3 inches from the 
bottom of each straw and then cut 
that part off. Kids can throw away 
the extra pieces, keeping the parts 
with the flexible joints.

4.  Let kids tape the straws at the 
marked intervals on the craft foam, 
with the flexible joint at the top of 
the craft foam. Show them how to 
gently pull on the straws to fully 
extend the flexible joints.

5.  Have kids work with a partner to 
wrap the foam into a circle and 
secure it with tape. Kids can bend the 
straws toward the center of the circle.

6.  Let kids carefully cut a rectangular 
door in the ger. 
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Have kids place their gers 
somewhere in your classroom 
with all the doors facing south. 
(Doors always face south 
toward the sun and away from 
north/northwesterly winds.)

7.  Give each person a full-size paper 
towel sheet. Demonstrate how to fold 
the paper towel in half and then trim 
the corners to make a half-circle.

8.  Have kids cut a small (1-inch) circle 
from the center of the paper towel. 
When they open the folded towel, it 
will look like a white doughnut.

9.  Help kids dampen the paper towel, 
squeezing out excess water and 
then gently opening it. Kids can 
lay the towel over the ger so the 
straws are visible through the hole.

10.  Finally, let kids cut a rectangle from 
the paper towel that’s slightly smaller 
than the door in the craft foam. Kids 
can tuck the paper towel behind the 
door and press it or tape it in place.
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Ger Prayer 
  Gather kids together in a circle for a closing prayer. Explain that 
their circle is a little like a ger! 

Say:   As we pray, let’s think about the steps we used for building a 
ger and pray for God’s family—our family—in Mongolia!

Pray:  God, we thank you that your love is big enough for us here 
in [name of community] and for people in Mongolia. As we 
watched the walls come together, we think of the way 
your people need to come together. Help the Christians in 
Mongolia be united in your love. We pray that they’re covered 
with the warmth of your love. God, please open doors for 
people to come in and share the good news of Jesus. We’re so 
thankful that you’ve made a heavenly home for our brothers 
and sisters in Mongolia. In Jesus’ name, amen!

God Sightings Challenge 
Say:   Our homes are filled with evidence of God’s love and power! 

Tonight when you go home, look for something in your home 
that reminds you of God. It might be a treasured family Bible, 
the way your family prays before bed, or laughter around 
the table—God did create joy! I can’t wait to hear your God 
Sightings tomorrow!
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You’ll need: 
�   large sheet of 

white paper or a 
whiteboard and 
marker

�   gummy fruit snacks 
(1 pouch per person)

�   plastic knives (1 for 
every 2 people)

�   spring-style 
clothespins (1 for 
every 2 people)

�   crepe-paper 
streamers (two 
3-foot lengths for 
every 2 people)

�   masking tape
�   downloaded  

video clips:
    • “ Eagle Huntress: 

Team Eagle”
    • “ Eagle Huntress: 

Chores Galore”
    • “ Ulaanbaatar: 

City Life”

Before Kids Arrive  
 � Go online to find a map of Asia, so kids can easily see Mongolia, 
Kazakhstan, China, and Russia. Either put the map onscreen or 
print it out so you can show it to the class.

 � Use masking tape to mark a square on the floor similar to what 
you did on Day 1. It should be enough space for about half the 
kids in your class to stand inside.

Welcome and Learn a New Language 
Say: Sain baina uu (SAHN-bahn-oh)! We have some super-exciting 

things to discover about Mongolia today! But there’s one 
surprise: a new language! The western part of Mongolia is home 
to a people group called the Kazakhs (KA-zahcks). Show kids the 
map of Mongolia, Russia, Kazakhstan, and China. Before Mongolia 
was a country, Kazakhs lived in this area. Point to the western 
part of Mongolia. When Mongolia became a country, some of the 
Kazakhs’ homes ended up behind the border! Some people moved 
over to Kazakhstan, but a lot of them stayed in Mongolia. So in 
this part of Mongolia, most people speak Kazakh. 
Since we’ll meet a Kazakh girl today, let’s learn her language. 
Here’s how you say “hi” in Kazakh. Write on a whiteboard or large 
sheet of paper: 

Say: This word is pronounced “sah-LEHM.” Have kids practice 
saying Salem.

Have half the room give a Mongolian “hello” (Sain baina uu) while 
the other half responds with a Kazakh “hello” (Salem). Go back and 
forth a few times.

Share God Sightings and Remember the Key Verse 
Say: Lots of Kazakh people kept their homes in Mongolia. You had a 

special mission in your home last night. Share your God Sighting 
from yesterday, telling about a way you saw evidence of God’s 
love in your home. Then let kids find two friends sitting nearby and 
share how they saw God’s love at home last night. After a minute, 
let a few kids share their God Sightings with the class.

Say: God’s love is so big—we can see evidence of it in our homes and 
all the way across the globe in Mongolia. The Bible tells us how 
big it is. Read Ephesians 3:17-19.

Day 4
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 “ Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And 
may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, 
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.”

That wide, long, high, and deep love draws us all together, no 
matter where we live!

Talk About Pets 
Say: In your home, you might have pets. Or maybe you wish you had 

a certain pet! Share about a pet you have, one you had as a 
child, or what kind of animal you wish you had for a pet. Then let 
kids tell about their pets. 

Say: In our country, we’re crazy for animals! We have entire 
supermarkets just for things animals might want or need! Ask:

  Why do you think most people like animals so much?

Say: Today we’ll meet a girl in Mongolia who has a special bond with 
a pretty amazing animal.

Train Like an Eagle Hunter 
Show the “Eagle Huntress: Team Eagle” video clip. 
Ask:

  What do you think it would be like to train an animal like 
an eagle?

  If you could train an animal to do anything, what would 
it be? Why?

Say: Eagle hunters follow certain training steps that have 
been around for centuries! Let’s experience a little of what 
they do.
Have kids form pairs and spread out around the room. Hand 
each pair a package of gummy snacks, a plastic knife, and a 
clothespin. Tell pairs to decide who will be the Eagle and who 
will be the Hunter. 

Say: When a hunter first gets an eagle, the eagle is usually 
pretty young. So to strengthen their bond, the hunter feeds 
the eagle pieces of meat…very carefully! That beak is sharp!
Lead Hunters in placing a gummy snack on the flat edge of 
the plastic knife. Let Eagles use their “beaks” (clothespins) 
to grab the snack. Hunters can feed the Eagles half of one 
bag, then enjoy a few snacks themselves. (They’ll need 
the other pouch of snacks later.) Then have kids set the 
clothespins aside.
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Say: The next step is for the eagle to get used to hearing the hunter’s 
voice calling it in a special way. The hunter talks to the eagle 
all the time, using the phrase “WOO-kuh! WOO-kuh! Kuh! Kuh! 
Kuh!” In eagle and hunter language, that means “Come here!”
Have Hunters practice saying the phrase a few times while their 
Eagles listen. Then have Eagles gather at one end of the room 
with their eyes tightly closed. Direct Hunters to stand somewhere 
else around the room so they’re not directly across from their 
Eagles. Let Hunters make the call while Eagles, with their eyes 
closed, try to find their Hunters. When every Eagle has found his 
or her Hunter, have pairs sit down.

Say: Next, the eagle has to practice landing on the hunter’s arm 
and grabbing the bait. The bait is usually the skin from a fox or 
rabbit, since those animals are what eagles hunt most often.
Hand each Hunter a crepe-paper streamer and a pouch of fruit 
snacks. Have Eagles stand across the room while Hunters wave 
their “bait” (streamers) and call “WOO-kuh! WOO-kuh! Kuh! Kuh! 
Kuh!” Eagles will “fly” across the room and grab the streamers. 
Then the Hunters will reward them with a snack.

Say: Finally, the eagle has to practice hunting—capturing the animal 
in its sharp talons.
Have Eagles and Hunters stand at one end of the room together. 
Take the streamers and lay them out at the opposite end of the 
room. Have Hunters “release” their Eagles, then direct the Eagles 
to grab their Hunters’ streamers and sit down. Hunters can run to 
the Eagles and give them a few more snacks. 

Compare to God’s Love 
While kids are enjoying their snacks, ask:

  What do you think it takes to be a good eagle hunter?

  Call out things you noticed in the relationship between the 
hunter and the eagle.

  How does that remind you of our relationship with God?

Say: We’ve been exploring God’s vast love. Here’s a reminder. Read 
aloud Ephesians 3:17. 

“ Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.” 
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Check Out Chores Galore 
Say: Akbota doesn’t just work with eagles; her day is filled 
with animals. Take a look!

Show the “Eagle Huntress: Chores Galore”  
video clip. Ask:

  Does Akbota have any chores that are like yours? 
Which ones?

  Which of her chores seemed the hardest?

Say: Kids and adults in Mongolia work very hard—every day! This 
video was taken in the summer. Imagine a lot of these chores 
plus schoolwork! Wow! Since most homes don’t have heat, 
people have to build a fire and keep it going. They often cook 
over a wood or coal stove, so they need to build a fire if they’re 
cooking something. Lots of places don’t have running water, 
which means someone needs to haul water. Plus there are all 
those animals! Whew! 
And all that hard work is just to get by—to live day to day. It’s 
causing a big change in Mongolia. Let’s try something.

Experience a Migration 
Have kids scatter around the room.

Say: Let’s pretend our room is Mongolia, and you live aaaallll 
scattered around the country. Point to the masking tape 
square on the floor. This is the capital city of Ulaanbaatar. 
(Pronounced either “OO-lan-BAHT-arr” or “OO-lan-BAHTr.” Both 
pronunciations are correct.) Like other cities, the capital has a 
bunch of people living there. Choose three or four kids to stand 
in the square. But things are changing!

Say: If you’re wearing a blue shirt, here’s what happened to you! It 
was a really hard winter, and you lost half your camel herd. You 
move to the city to find a job so you can feed your family. Have 
kids wearing blue shirts walk to stand inside the square.

Raise your hand if you ate cereal for breakfast 
today. Pause. Your kids decided all the work just 
to survive wasn’t worth it, so they left to go to the 
city. You can’t do all the work without their help, 
so you move in with them in the city. Let “cereal-
eaters” walk to the square and stand inside.

Although we’ve given 
examples such as “If you’re 
wearing a blue shirt” or “If 
you ate cereal for breakfast,” 
you can modify the ways 
you select which kids have 
to “move to the city.” Do 
what best suits your group 
of students.

Travel Tip
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Who has a winter birthday? Have kids raise their hands. Well, 
sorry. It’s been such a dry year that your goats just aren’t 
giving enough milk. You’re not sure what you’re going to do, 
but maybe you can find some kind of work closer to the city. 
Have winter birthday kids move to the city. Ask:

  What’s happening to the city?

Have kids return to their seats.

Say: The city of Ulaanbaatar is growing like crazy—almost too 
fast! Now half of Mongolia’s population lives in that one big, 
crowded city! Over the past 20 years, it’s grown by about 70 
percent. That’s causing some big problems, because so many 
people still burn wood and coal for heat. All that smoke stays 
trapped between the mountains, turning Ulaanbaatar into one 
of the most polluted cities in the world! Let’s see what the city 
looks like in summertime.

Show the “Ulaanbaatar: City Life” video clip. Ask:

  How does the city compare to the vast open spaces you 
saw earlier? 

  Which place would you rather live in? Why?

God Sightings Challenge 
Say: Both places have things that are hard about them: Living in 

the countryside requires a lot of hard work, and living in the 
city means lots of people and pollution. But God’s love is big, 
and we can trust him when life is hard. We can see evidence of 
God’s love, no matter where we are!
I’m challenging you to be a God Sighting to someone tonight! 
Let someone see God’s loving care by your helping hands. Look 
for a way to serve someone just to show God’s love. I can’t wait 
to hear how people respond to your kindness!
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You’ll need: 
�  4-foot length of 

bulletin board paper 
�  markers
�  scissors
�  paper plate 
�  metal paper clips
�  magnets (enough 

for about of the 
class)

�  rubber bands 
(enough for about  
of the class, plus a 
few extras)

�  masking tape
�  transparent tape or 

glue
�  copies of the 

“Celebration Circles” 
handout (p. 28)  
(1 per person)

�  large sheet of 
colorful paper or 
fabric (large enough 
to display all the 
“Celebration Circles”)

�  upbeat music (such 
as “Beyond Every 
Mountain”) and 
music player

�  downloaded  
video clips:

    • “ Mongolian 
Festival: Naadam”

    • “ Naadam Horse 
Race: Rough 
Racing”

Before Kids Arrive  
 � Cut a 4-foot piece of bulletin board paper in half lengthwise to 
make two 4-foot lengths. Draw a line about an inch from each 
end to create start and finish lines. 

 � Make a target by drawing a 2-inch circle in the center of a 
paper plate.

 � Prepare three stations in different corners of your room. 
One corner requires no prep. In the second corner, set the 
“racecourse” papers, a handful of metal paper clips, and the 
magnets. In the third corner, tape the paper-plate target to the 
wall at eye level. Set a handful of rubber bands nearby.

Welcome and Practice Two Languages 
Say: Sain baina uu (SAHN-bahn-oh)! Our trip to Mongolia is coming 

to an end. You’ve probably learned and experienced more 
Mongolian culture than a lot of people in our country—way to 
go! Yesterday you learned a new way to say “hi” in Mongolia: 
Salem (sah-LEHM)! Have the boys say “hi” in Mongolian and the 
girls say “hi” in Kazakh. 

God Sightings Reports 
Say: Yesterday I challenged you to be a God Sighting to someone by 

serving them. Share how you showed God’s love through service, 
then let kids share ways they served others to show God’s love. 
Ask:

  Why do you think it’s important to look for evidence of God 
every day?

  How does it change your life when you see God’s hand in 
your world?

Say: As we’ve explored Mongolia, we’ve seen how God is working 
in fresh new ways there. That’s exciting! And God is working 
in your life, too—right here and now! That’s something to 
celebrate!

Talk About Celebrations 
Say: Every country has special holidays or celebrations—things that 

are a big deal for everyone there. Ask:

  Call out some of the big events or celebrations where 
we live.

Day 5
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Kids may call out things such as Christmas, the Super Bowl, local 
festivals, or even Black Friday. Ask:

  What do you like about those celebrations?

  Why do we have those big events? 

Say: In Mongolia, one of the biggest holidays is the Naadam 
Festival in July. (Naadam is pronounced “NOD-ahm.”) The word 
Naadam means “joy.” It started when Chinggis Khan trained his 
army in archery, wrestling, and horse racing. Let’s take a look 
at Naadam.

Experience Naadam 
Show the “Mongolian Festival: Naadam” video clip. 
Ask:

  Which event do you think you’d be the best at? Why?

Let several kids share, then say: Let’s find out how well 
you’d do if you competed at Naadam. Well…sort of!
Have kids count off by threes, and send each group to 
a different corner of the room (you’ll have one corner 
empty). Tell kids they’ll have about five minutes to 
compete in the activity at that station.

Station 1: Wrestling Kids can pair up and thumb wrestle. 
When someone wins, the pair will split up and find new partners.

Station 2: Horse Racing Two kids will hold a length of bulletin 
board paper taut between them to make a racecourse. Two 
other students will each set a paper clip on top of the racecourse 
at one end (the starting line). Kids can have fun naming their 
paper clip “horses.” Racers will move their “horses” by dragging a 
magnet underneath the paper, pulling the “horses” toward the 
finish line. Have kids switch roles and race as many times as they 
can in five minutes. 

Station 3: Archery Have kids take turns shooting rubber bands 
at the paper target you created. Kids should stand at least 10 
paces away from the target when they shoot. See who can hit 
the center of the target the most times in five minutes.

Play upbeat music (such as “Beyond Every Mountain”) while kids 
play. Sound a noisemaker or flash the lights every five minutes 
so kids know when to move to the next station.

After everyone has competed in each event, gather kids together. 
Ask:

  How did you do at your Nadaam events? Which one was 
your favorite? Why?
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Say: It’s fun to play together, celebrate victories, and encourage our 
friends. All week we’ve been reflecting on a Bible verse from 
Ephesians and how it connects to experiences in Mongolia. 
This passage of Scripture ends with some encouragement for 
us. Listen to the last part of our verse, and think about the 
celebration we just experienced.
Read aloud the last sentence of Ephesians 3:19: 

“ Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and 
power that comes from God.” 

Ask:

  What do you think “fullness of life and power” means?

Say: Naadam is a celebration of physical life and physical power. 
But we know there’s a different kind of life and power that 
comes from God—something that lasts forever and sustains 
us through hard times. When we experience God’s love, we’re 
made complete with God’s life and power!

Find Joy in Hard Times
Say: Learning about Naadam is cool, but imagine being a kid 

competing in such a big event. Let’s take a peek at what that 
was like for a boy named Nargulan.

Show the “Naadam Horse Race: Rough Racing”  
video clip. 

Say: Think of a big event you have to work and train for. It might be 
a sporting event, a test, or a music recital. Share your own story, 
such as preparing for a race or even a teacher review. Then let 

kids share their own stories in small groups.

  Where did Nargulan get his strength?

  Who gives you strength in hard times?

Say: God’s love is big, even when we struggle. No 
matter what, God is always there for us—and that’s 
reason to celebrate!
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  Create a Kazakh Collage 
Say: Where Nargulan lives, most kids are Kazakh. The 

walls of their gers are decorated with beautiful 
handwork and designs. Let’s make some colorful 
Kazakh artwork as we celebrate God’s love that is 
wide and long and high and deep!
Distribute a “Celebration Circles” handout to each 
person. Set out markers, and let kids color and then 
cut out the circles. Guide kids to tape or glue the 
circles to one large sheet of colorful paper or fabric to 
create a wall hanging for your room.

Close in Prayer 
Gather kids in a circle for a closing prayer.

Pray:  God, we’re so glad you made people with different 
cultures, clothes, foods, skin colors, and traditions. Your 
creativity amazes us! Mongolia seems so far away, but it’s 
awesome to think that we have Christian brothers and sisters 
there. That’s just how big you are and how big your love is. It 
spans the globe. We pray for these new Christians, that their 
roots would grow down into your love. Keep them strong and 
united. Help them see your wonders every day and have the 
words to share your love with others around them. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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CELEBRATION CIRCLES
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Beyond Every Mountain

CHORUS

Beyond every mountain,

Above every star,

God’s love is big,

It’s vast and it’s far.

Forever and ever

His love will remain.

A love deep and wide 

That is here to stay.

A love deep and wide 

That is here to stay.

We travel through this country

Rugged and tall,

Up where the eagles fly.

God is right here with us,

Leading us on.

His love will be our guide.

(Chorus)

His love is…

Deeper than the deepest valley,

Higher than the highest height,

Wider than my eyes can see,

His love is, his love is…

(Repeat 3x)

(Chorus 2x)

A love deep and wide 

That is here to stay.

“Beyond Every Mountain” by Jay Stocker. © 2019 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. 
No unauthorized use or duplication permitted.


	LHM_Mongolia_TeacherGuide_CVR
	LHM_Mongolia_TeacherGuide-revised

