I AM SURE OF THIS, THAT HE WHO BEGAN
A GOOD WORK IN YOU WILL BRING IT TO

COMPLETION AT THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST.
PHILIPPIANS 1:6
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AN OPPORTUNITY
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Dear Faith Family,
For seventeen years God has rallied us together for a time such as
this: to share Jesus with thousands of people locally and hundreds
of thousands globally. This happens person-to-person and house-tohouse through prayer, care, and share among our family and friends
wherever we live, work, and play. This also happens city-to-city and
nation-to-nation by starting different churches that reach different
people. We’ve already been able to experience this work of God
over the last 17 years moving from ten people gathered in my living
room when we started to three worship services of 400 now—and two
daughter churches in Washington and University City as well as house
churches in Central Asia!
This is a defining moment in our church! We can look back at the
great things God has done in the past AND look forward to even
greater things for the future! As people in process and as a church
in process, we know God has more in store than the status quo. Our
mission, like us, is … UNFINISHED.
Through UNFINISHED we will each take some of our most challenging
faith steps than ever before. By recognizing that we are UNFINISHED,
our expectations for what God wants to do in us will grow. I look
forward to seeing what happens as every one of us increases our
commitment to keep Jesus first in our lives and our priorities.
This is going to be a season of
transformation for us all as a church
and as individuals. I invite you to
participate fully—giving it everything
you’ve got!

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Joe
5

THE LORD’S HAND
WAS WITH THEM, AND
A GREAT NUMBER OF
PEOPLE BELIEVED
AND TURNED TO THE LORD.
ACTS 11:21

NEW BEGINNINGS
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
SINCE WE BEGAN
2000

10

2001

60

2002-2006

110

2007

181

2008-2011

248

2012-2016

350

2017

400

And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved. Acts 2:47
We’ve seen God’s faithfulness week after week as our church is being
used by Him to reach people with Jesus’ love. We consider it a great
opportunity to help people discover the transforming power of faith
in Jesus Christ. Everything God has done in the past has brought us
to where we are now, and He is not finished!
6

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE

This is a time to recognize that God is not finished using our church to
reach more people for Jesus – a full parking lot and crowded rooms
won’t stop us from reaching more and always making room for more
people to know Christ.
NBLC has been entrusted with ten acres in a great context. We have the
opportunity to expand our facility and maximize use of our property.
We can add a larger worship space, fellowship area, and parking
to our existing building creating room to more than double our
attendance—even hosting only two-services! Our ministry to youth and
children will have twice the space and a caliber of production that will
offer exponential growth. And our impact on our community will be
immeasurable!

100%

$2M

PARTICIPATION

IN GENEROSITY

We’re asking everyone at NBLC
to trust God with an UNFINISHED
faith. While the details look
different to each person, it’s
something we can all do.

When every person at NBLC
practices generosity that reflects a
dependence on God, we know it
will powerfully advance the work
which He has begun.

7

1
$800K

God isn’t finished using our church to reach our family and friends. After
17 years, five locations, and various initiatives, we realize our building
and property are UNFINISHED. We have a strategic opportunity and
plan to expand our worship, fellowship, children’s & youth offerings, and
parking to have an exponential impact on our community.

2
$1.0M

The Bible says we are not finished as people. Our church exists to
connect people with Jesus and one another—to make more and
maturing followers of Christ. We will continue to grow people in the
WISDOM lifestyle through our existing ministries, outreaches, and
events that touch people in every stage of life.

3
$200k

We are not content to ask God to bless us and our faith family alone.
We are blessed to be blessings, in our community and to the ends of
the earth. We will reach beyond our walls to SERVE OUR TOWN, plant
new churches, and partner with others to multiply gospel efforts around
the world!
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1

Good stewardship of the property God has given us begins with
maximizing this property’s potential. This facility and property
build-out will more than double our parking and seating
capabilities without having to move locations or purchase more
land. There is nothing inherently spiritual about parking and
seating – the value comes when we realize that each of these
spaces and each of these seats represent room for a PERSON to
be connected with God and New Beginnings Lutheran Church!
UNFINISHED Church is all about marshalling our property’s
potential so that our pursuit to reach this community will be
realized in a greater way.
• A 400-seat multi-purpose space for worship, productions and
large events.
• An inviting, comfortable fellowship space with room for
people to connect, a café area for conversations, an
information kiosk to help people take the next steps, a
centralized child check-in kiosk and more.
• Transformation of our current facility into designated kid’s
space that is secure, safe, worshipful, and fun.
• Our current worship space will become a multi-purpose space
with creative stage settings to enhance dynamic, engaging
productions for children and youth.
• Small group meeting rooms and efficient office space for staff
team meetings.
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2

Our church mission is to know Christ and make Christ known. We
gather in worship to receive what God alone gives and we scatter
to share it where we live, work, and play. We pursue the WISDOM
lifestyle (Worship, Inreach, Service, Disciplines, Outreach, and
Multiplication), but none of us has it mastered. As people in
process, we trust God’s promise in the Scriptures which say that
He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6)
God’s work in and through NBLC to shape the life of Christ in us
isn’t finished. No matter where we each are in our faith journey,
we can all come to know Christ more, work out more fully the new
life He worked in us through baptism, and center our lives more
completely on making Christ known. Therefore, we will continue
to provide multi-generational opportunities to grow deeper and
wider as a church through outreach & inreach events, discipleship
opportunities, connect groups and service to our community.
We began as a church in our pastor’s home in 2000 and God has
continued to accomplish His mission ever since that time. Looking
back, we celebrate:
• 273 baptisms at NBLC and nearly and another 50 from our
daughter churches!
• 400 people on average worship with us each week.
• 100+ children are connected with NBLC Kids and NBLC
Youth and Confirmation Experience.
• 80-100 people take advantage of Connect Groups and Bible
Studies.
• 155 people are actively serving on NBLC Teams.
As great as these things are, we believe that God isn’t done yet!
We believe that He has more ahead – more than we could even
ask or imagine!
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3

As long as Missouri has people who don’t know Jesus, we’re not
finished. If any in our nation don’t know Jesus, we’re not finished.
So long as there are people in our world who don’t know Jesus,
we’re not finished. We live to know Christ and make Christ known!
We’re committed to spending our lives to reach the unreached and
share Jesus with our unchurched family and friends. We celebrate
how God has used NBLC to make Jesus known so far …
• SERVE OUR TOWN demonstrates Christ-like service. Over
100 from our faith family have supplemented a core of
~25 others who have done everything from raking leaves to
refurbishing households and flood relief. Through our church,
over $150k in labor and materials has been rendered in
service to our community since 2014!
• We have a rich history of seeking to fulfill the Great
Commission. NBLC and three partner churches formed the
Tian Shan Mission Society (TSMS) to raise prayer, people,
and finances for the purpose of starting multiplying churches
among the Dungan people of Central Asia. We’ve also sent
short-term mission teams for service and evangelism with the
Central America Lutheran Mission Society (CALMS).
• God has brought the nations to our doorstep that we might
share faith among college students through International
Student Mission (ISM), among refugees through Christian
Friends of New Americans (CFNA), and work with Muslims
through People of the Book Lutheran Outreach (POBLO).
• We’ve launched three new churches in Washington, O’Fallon,
and University City, MO. With all three we’ve seen people
come to faith in Jesus Christ and be baptized. We celebrate
two flourishing plants and a fourth one in the making!
• We have a growing list of other mission minded activities:
MO DOT Adopt a Road, Operation Clean Stream, Agape
Help House, Thanksgiving Turkey Challenge, Adopt-a-Family
Christmas Gifts, Operation Christmas Child, and Heifer
Projects.
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WHAT ARE WE
ASKING OF YOU?
We are asking for a commitment to this UNFINISHED initiative, both financially
and spiritually, as we join together as one church body on mission to make an
impact in our community and throughout the world for Christ.
We aim for 100% or our congregation to participate in this initiative as a faith
step toward further surrender to God. We are not just growing as givers and
supporting the expansion of our mission to our community and world, but we
are yielding ourselves individually and corporately to Jesus Christ and
His mission.

HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE:
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1.

Determine how God might be calling you to grow in your
generosity to be part of our expanded investment in God’s
Kingdom through Unfinished.

2.

Commit to weekly worship services over the next several weeks to
receive what God alone gives.

3.

Join us in a small group experience at our weekly F3 Events, Food,
Faith, and Fun. And utilize the personal, daily devotions provided in
this booklet.

4.

Join together in prayer as a church during this defining time so that
we will all keep in step with the Holy Spirit’s leading.

ONE MISSION.
ONE FUND.
WHAT IS A ONE FUND INITIATIVE?
You may have been part of church campaigns in the past during which you
were asked to give a second gift “above and beyond” your usual gifts to make
special projects like new buildings and new ministries possible. Normally, you
gave that gift to the “Building Fund” and you also continued to give offerings
to the “General Fund.”
This type of giving is potentially confusing to people who either don’t have a
baseline for their “usual giving” or who aren’t able to really celebrate the total
giving they are engaging in at NBLC in one single number.
We believe that it is all ONE MISSION that we’re on – the mission to reach
more people with the love of Jesus in Pacific, St. Louis, MO, and to the ends
of the earth! That is why NBLC sponsors generosity initiatives.
The UNFINISHED initiative will last for two years. In those two years, every
gift that is given to NBLC will go to the three components of UNFINISHED:
UNFINISHED Church, UNFINISHED People, and UNFINISHED Mission.
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YOUR COMMITMENT
As you pray and
seek God’s direction
for how you
should give, use
this gift chart as a
discipleship tool.
Allow it to inspire
and challenge you
toward greater
generosity as we
embark on this
UNFINISHED
initiative together.

TWO YEAR GIFT CHART
GIFTS
NEEDED

TWO YEAR
GIFT OF

MONTHLY
GIFT OF

GIFT LEVEL
TOTAL

1

$200,000

$8,333

$200,000

2

$100,000

$4,167

$200,000

4

$75,000

$3,125

$300,000

5

$50,000

$2,083

$250,000

12

$25,000

$1,042

$300,000

15

$10,000

$417

$150,000

20

$7,500

$313

$150,000

40

$4,800

$200

$192,000

30

$3,600

$150

$108,000

25

$2,400

$100

$60,000

MANY

$1,200

$50

$90,000

TOTAL GIFT GOAL: $4,400,000

COMMITMENT WEEKEND IS OCTOBER 29.

Use this commitment card sample to help you prayerfully
consider what level of generosity God is calling you to
during UNFINISHED. You’ll get a fresh, new card to fill out on
Commitment Weekend.
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COMMITMENT
CARD WILL
GO HERE
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GIVING
5. LIFETIME GIVER
4. SURRENDERED GIVER
3. INTENTIONAL GIVER
2. CONSISTENT GIVER
1. INITIAL GIVER
1. An INITIAL GIVER is someone who decides to give for the
first time in response to God’s Word about giving. This is a person
who decides to give something, while trusting God and the church
with their gift.

2 Corinthians 8:7-15
2. A CONSISTENT GIVER is someone who decides to give on a
regular basis. Often, a consistent giver makes their gift an online
recurring gift, or weekly church offering. The consistent giver is
practicing the habit of generosity.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8
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3. An INTENTIONAL GIVER is someone who is beginning to think
about their giving in relation to other things on which they spend
their money. They begin asking the question, “Why am I giving
more to AT&T than I am giving to God?” This giver makes an
intentional choice in comparison to other things they spend their
money on. This may also be the point when someone begins to
tithe, giving in proportion to their income, a percentage to God.

Luke 14:28-35

4. A SURRENDERED GIVER is someone who recognizes Christ’s
sacrifice for us and is surrendered to honoring God with 100% of
their resources. They give in a way that changes them and their
giving is governing their spending. A Surrendered Giver isn’t just
concerned with what they ARE giving, but is more concerned with
what they’re NOT giving and why. This includes honoring God with
resources already entrusted to them like a home or a vehicle.

Colossians 1:15-18, 22-23
5. A LIFETIME GIVER is someone who is thinking about the longer
tail of generosity rather than just monthly or annual giving. A
Lifetime Giver makes a financial decision considering how it
impacts their generosity capacity. They think of what home they
buy, what car they purchase, and how much savings they keep, all
in relation to their generosity capacity. Often a lifetime giving goal
will govern their larger-item purchases like homes and cars. A
Lifetime Giver also makes long-term giving commitments.

1 Timothy 6:6-19

I WILL NOT SACRIFICE TO THE LORD
MY GOD BURNT OFFERINGS THAT
COST ME NOTHING.
2 SAMUEL 24:24
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GIVING SCENARIOS
Each of us embark on the generosity journey at a different starting
point. Here are a few hypothetical situations that may be similar to the
one in which you find yourself.
Each example below illustrates how an individual or family can take the
next step on the generosity journey, and how their commitment card
would be completed accordingly.
Which of the following giving scenarios fits you best?

INITIAL GIVER
0
1,300
2,600

1,300

500

Michael is new to the faith and
has never given before. He is now
starting several spiritual disciplines,
including generosity. It’s a huge
step of faith for him, but Michael
has decided to give $25 per week.
Combined with $500 from his
savings, Michael plans to give a total
two-year contribution of $3,100 to
the UNFINISHED initiative.

3,100

CONSISTENT GIVER
500
1,250
3,500

1,750

500

4,000
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Jennifer has witnessed changes in
her own life through the ministry
of the church. So far, she has been
giving casually, if she has extra
cash on hand during offering time.
However, she now feels led to
become more consistent in her
giving by setting up a recurring
gift online. Her plan is to increase
her usual annual giving of $500 by
$1,250, bringing her to $1,750 a
year. With the addition of $500 from
a vacation savings fund, in two years
she will have given $4,000.

INTENTIONAL GIVER
6,000
6,000
24,000

12,000

2,000

26,000

SURRENDERED GIVER
7,000
1,400
16,800

8,400

2,000

18,800

LIFETIME GIVER
13,500
1,500
15,000

30,000
60,000

90,000

Paul and Rebecca have given
consistently to the church at a
steady 5%. With a combined
income of $120,000, they
contribute $6,000 each year.
UNFINISHED, however, has
prompted them to tithe a full 10%.
It will require some adjustments to
give $12,000 a year, but they know
it’s what God is calling them to
do. Also, they’ve been saving for a
boat but have decided to give the
$2,000 in that account as well.

Anthony developed the
discipline of tithing years ago,
and he has experienced God’s
provision again and again.
Anthony will increase his giving
percentage from 10% to 12% of
his annual income of $70,000, or
$8,400 a year. Over two years,
with the addition of $2,000 from
the transfer of stocks that are
no longer of interest to him,
Anthony looks forward to giving
$18,800 to UNFINISHED.

Judy loves to give, and has set
a lifetime giving goal for herself.
She has been giving 15% of
her $90,000 income ($13,500)
to the church in recent years,
but is inspired to increase the
amount to $15,000. She has
been considering the purchase
of a new home, but realizes that
purchase may inhibit her ability
to reach her giving goal. So Judy
has decided not to move, and to
give her down payment to the
UNFINISHED initiative instead.
23
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CREATIVE WAYS
TO GROW IN YOUR GENEROSITY

Generosity Initiatives rely on church members making gifts expand and
accelerate their current level of giving. The best path to increased giving is the
spiritual path, where you set your heart on things above.
Financial priorities then take shape from the spiritual priorities.
One way of defining this is “Lifestyle Stewardship”, a term used to describe a
level of giving that affects one’s living. The challenge of Lifestyle Stewardship
is to find ways, boldly and prayerfully, to let our giving touch your living!
King David declared,

“I WILL NOT SACRIFICE
TO THE LORD MY GOD
BURNT OFFERINGS
THAT COST ME NOTHING.”
(2 SAMUEL 24:24 NIV)

David understood the gift that would touch the heart of God must first touch
the heart of the giver! This is the spirit of Lifestyle Stewardship: If it is for my
God, my gift must have value and meaning to me.
Often, Lifestyle Giving means giving up something in one area so that you can
give more of yourself in another. The three keys to effectiveness in Lifestyle
Stewardship are:

• Reassess lifestyle
• Rearrange priorities
• Reallocate resources
Many believers have been amazed at their ability to give more generously to
their church. The following seven steps are offered to help you in this regard.
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1. PRACTICE PRIORITY BUDGETING
Many families will choose to rearrange their priorities and give up something
in their current budget in order to give more to a generosity initiative. Priority
budgeting may mean postponing a planned expenditure such as a new
car, vacation, home remodeling or other major purchase. Many Christians
giving to capital stewardship campaigns find a way to give through sacrificial
commitments made in faith and coupled with priority budgeting.
2. REDIRECT PRESENT EXPENDITURES
Often, families have significant short-term expenditures for special needs. One
example is the large expenditure a family incurs for a child to attend college. A
family realized that their daughters would be graduating from college during
the two years of the generosity initiative and, as a result, they were able to
increase their commitment to the second year of the campaign by thousands
of dollars by giving what they had been spending on their daughters’ tuition.
Another example would be the cash flow that is freed up when a loan is paid.
3. INCREASED GIVING WITH INCREASED INCOME
Some people receive periodic increases in salary or bonuses from their
employers. The temptation for many of us is to increase our lifestyle to fit the
higher income. In many instances, families have decided that they will commit
the full amount of salary increases.
4. GIVE FROM YOUR EXCESS
A young man decided that two collectors’ baseball cards worth over $20,000
he had been holding for a number of years would be the most appropriate
means of touching sacrifice for his family. Some families save money over a
period of years for a special project. A couple had saved $80,000 to build a
lake cabin. When their church entered a generosity initiative, they decided the
needs of the church were greater than their need for a second home.
5. COMMIT UNEXPECTED CASH
Often, people pray for God to show them a way they can give beyond what
they can presently see or afford. Sometimes, the answers come unexpectedly.
A couple had been praying for weeks about their commitment to the church
generosity initiative. Much to their surprise, they received an inheritance of
several thousand dollars. They gave the entire amount to their church as part
of their two-year commitment, in addition to a commitment from their regular
income.
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6. SACRIFICE YOUR EXTRA TIME
Some family members have extra time they would be willing to use in a parttime job to be able to give more to the church. This is particularly true for
families whose children are grown and away from home and for semi-retired or
retired couples. A man was in the process of retiring when his church entered a
campaign. He and his wife secured new jobs and gave the first two years of their
retirement income to the generosity initiative.
7. DONATE APPRECIATED ASSETS (STORED RESOURCES)
Many people own stocks that are worth significantly more than the original
purchase price. That is good news. The bad news is that if these stocks are sold, a
significant portion of the gain would be lost to taxation.
Gifts of appreciated assets – typically investment securities or real estate – can
be very advantageous to both the donor and to the church. By transferring
ownership of the asset to the church, the donor avoids capital gains taxes on
the sale of the asset. In addition, the donor receives an income tax charitable
deduction for the full market value of the asset. That, in effect, makes these gifts
less costly to make.

SELL ASSET AND
GIFT NET PROCEEDS

GIVE ASSETS
DIRECTLY

$12,000

$12,000

ORIGINAL PURCHASE PRICE

$3,000

$3,000

AMOUNT OF APPRECIATION

$9,000

$9,000

CAPITAL GAINS TAX*

$2,340

$0

PROCEEDS TO CHURCH
(assets value minus taxes)

$9,660

$12,000

VALUE OF ASSET

* Assumes 12-month holding period, 15% capital gains tax, 6% state income tax rate.

Though it is important to invest your giving to further the mission of the
ministry God has laid on your heart, it is also important to consider the tax
implications of making a gift to the church. Before making a commitment of
this type, please consult your CPA, tax attorney, or other financial advisor.
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A FINAL WORD
Giving does not have to be in equal increments over the two-year period of
the campaign. You might be able to give more in the second year than in the
first. As you think about your financial commitment to the campaign, think not
just of your potential to give right now, but also of your potential to give in the
future. It might be that you can make a two-year commitment in which 35-40
percent is given in the first year, and 60-65% is given in the second year.
Finally, as you consider your financial commitment to the Lord’s work, you
might want to consider estate planning. Many sincere, committed Christian
people have not made provision for God in their wills and estate planning.
Now might be a good time to do that. It might be as simple as including
a provision in your will that 10 percent of the value of your estate will be
donated to the church holding your letter of membership at the time of your
passing. Or, it could involve a planned gift such as a charitable remainder
trust. While such gifts do not provide immediate financial benefit to a
generosity initiative, they are marvelous gifts of faith commitment to carry on
the work of the church for future generations.
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SERMON NOTES
WEEK ONE: UNFINISHED FAITH
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CONNECT GROUP GUIDE
WEEK ONE: UNFINISHED FAITH

Big Idea:
God wants us to trust Him completely. He desires 100% surrender.
Opening Discussion Questions:
A. Look at the defining moments on page 6. What stands out? What do
you think it required of the earlier members of NBLC in order to see
NBLC reach all those we have with us today?
B. Describe something in your life you have struggled with as it relates to
trusting God.
C. Have you ever been changed by a decision you made to trust God or
to surrender something to Him?
Read Genesis 22:1–19
Application:
1. In what ways do you think Abraham’s life was UNFINISHED?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. After waiting so many years, God asks Abraham to sacrifice his only
son. How does this make sense? What emotions must Abraham have
felt? What would you have felt?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. In what ways is it easy to believe that the things God gives us are really
ours?
________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
4. In what ways are you UNFINISHED?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
5. What prevents you from fully surrendering to God and trusting Him?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Takeaway:
1. How is God leading you to surrendered trust?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. How can you trust and surrender to God more this coming week?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. When you consider how Abraham sacrificed, how do you think God
might be leading you to give sacrificially? Be specific.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 1 DEVOTIONS
WHAT GOD BEGAN...
OUR FAITH IS UNFINISHED
Genesis 22:1-19 tells us the account of Abraham and Isaac. What
emotions do you think Isaac experienced when bound by his father
and placed upon the altar? Could he have approached that altar in
the same manner Jesus approached the cross, considering it pure
joy? We don’t know. To be clear, we don’t know what Isaac felt, but
we do know that Jesus approached the cross with joy because Jesus
knew this would save us from sin, death, and the devil. Jesus’ death
and resurrection show that we can trust God 100% when we lay our
sacrifices at the altar. Through Christ, God will finish our faith.

CHRIST WILL FINISH!
MONDAY

TUESDAY

READ MATTHEW 9:20-22

READ MATTHEW 17:20

“Just then a woman who had
been subject to bleeding for
twelve years came up behind
Him and touched the edge of
his cloak. She said to herself,
‘If I only touch his cloak, I will
be healed.’ Jesus turned and
saw her. ‘Take heart, daughter,’
he said, ‘your faith has healed
you.’ And the woman was
healed at that moment.”
RESPOND

Whether multiply loaves
and fishes or miraculous
healings, Jesus has given us
many reasons to have faith
in Him—most of all the cross
and empty tomb. Ask Jesus
to grow your faith—or trust—in
Him.
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“He replied, ‘Because you
have so little faith. Truly I tell
you, if you have faith as small
as a mustard seed, you can
say to this mountain, “Move
from here to there,” and it
will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you.’”
RESPOND

Even though you may feel like
your faith is smaller than a
mustard seed, Jesus remains
faithful to you. Thank Jesus
that He hears and acts upon
your prayers.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

READ HEBREWS 11:8

READ MATTHEW 21:21-22

“By faith Abraham, when
called to go to a place he
would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went,
even though he did not know
where he was going.”
RESPOND

You are being called by God
to take steps you haven’t
taken before. We receive faith
from God’s Word, and it grows
through obedience. Do what
He commands and witness
His faithfulness to you.

“Jesus replied, ‘Truly I tell you,
if you have faith and do not
doubt, not only can you do
what was done to the fig tree,
but also you can say to this
mountain, “Go, throw yourself
into the sea,” and it will be
done. If you believe, you will
receive whatever you ask for
in prayer.’”
RESPOND

Jesus repeated his faithmountain illustration—this
time, to teach us boldness in
prayer. Give your requests to
God. Don’t hold back with
doubts. Ask and receive!

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

READ PROVERBS 3:5-6

USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE
THOUGHTS GOD BROUGHT
TO MIND DURING THESE
DEVOTIONS.

“Trust in the LORD with all
your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in
all your ways submit to Him,
and He will make your paths
straight.”
RESPOND

Faith is not about taking risks,
but about obeying God. Too
often our heads get in the way
of what we know God wants.
We rationalize sin or explain
reasons why we cannot do
what God asks. Trust God,
not your own understanding.
What aspect of life does God
want you to submit to His
Word?
35
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SERMON NOTES
WEEK TWO: UNFINISHED SACRIFICE
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CONNECT GROUP GUIDE
WEEK TWO: UNFINISHED SACRIFICE

Big Idea:
God wants us to give sacrificially in a way that changes our lives.
Opening Discussion Questions:
A. Turn to page 7. Read the primary goal of UNFINISHED and discuss
what it means for you. Write down a prayer about surrender. Share
with the group.
B. What is something you’ve given away or sacrificed that was costly?
Read 2 Samuel 24:18–25
Application:
1. In what ways was David UNFINISHED? What is surprising or
encouraging about David’s life?
________________________________________________________________
2. What prompted David’s sacrifice in 2 Samuel 24?
________________________________________________________________
3. What is unique about David’s sacrifice? Why does David’s sacrifice
please God?
________________________________________________________________
Read Mark 12:41–44
Read Luke 18:18–30
4. What is different about the widow’s heart and the rich young ruler’s
heart?
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________________________________________________________________

5. If God blesses and uses costly sacrifices, what is He asking you to
sacrifice?
________________________________________________________________
6. What does it mean to trust God with 100% of what He’s entrusted to
you?
________________________________________________________________
Takeaway:
1. What does it mean for you that God desires for us to give in a way that
challenges us?
________________________________________________________________
2. What would be a costly sacrifice for you and why?
________________________________________________________________
3. If you were to list the reasons why you give financially, what would
these reasons be? Has your view of why you give changed over the
years?
________________________________________________________________
4. How can making a long-term commitment to UNFINISHED
demonstrate an appropriate next step in fully honoring God with the
resources entrusted to us?
________________________________________________________________

39

WEEK 2 DEVOTIONS
WHAT GOD BEGAN...
OUR SACRIFICE IS UNFINISHED
2 Samuel 24:18-25 narrates King David’s preparation to give a sacrifice
to God. Even though David, as king, could have claimed eminent
domain, he did not. David said, “I will not give an offering that costs
me nothing.” God impressed upon David’s heart that his people were
worth personal sacrifice; and through David, God shows His own heart
was willing to pay the cost to redeem us through the sacrifice of His
only Son. Therefore, we offer our lives as living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God, as a spiritual act of worship. Through Christ, God will
finish our sacrifice.

CHRIST WILL FINISH!
MONDAY

TUESDAY

READ PHILIPPIANS 3:10

READ ROMANS 10:17

“I want to know Christ—yes,
to know the power of His
resurrection and participation
in His sufferings, becoming
like Him in his death.”

“Consequently, faith comes
from hearing the message,
and the message is heard
through the word about
Christ.”

RESPOND

RESPOND

We live to know Christ. We
become like those we spend
time with. Ask Jesus to help
you to die to yourself and live
each day for Him.
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Faith comes by hearing
the message—or the word
of Christ. Let Christ’s Word
to you fill your heart with
confidence that He will meet
your every need.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

READ PROVERBS 12:25

READ PHILIPPIANS 4:6

“Anxiety weighs down the
heart, but a kind word cheers
it up.”
RESPOND

Every day the world offers
myriad reasons to be
burdened with worry. That
is why we make daily time in
God’s Word a priority. Give
thanks to God for His kind
Word of forgiveness given to
you in Christ.

“Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to
God.”
RESPOND

Not only does God give you
His Word of grace in Jesus fill
your heart with joy, but the
gift of prayer to unload your
anxious thoughts. Give God
all your burdens in prayer.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

READ DEUTERONOMY 31:8

USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE
THOUGHTS GOD BROUGHT
TO MIND DURING THESE
DEVOTIONS.

“The LORD Himself goes
before you and will be with
you; He will never leave
you nor forsake you. Do
not be afraid; do not be
discouraged.”
RESPOND

When you are tempted to be
anxious regarding what God
is calling you to do, remember
this verse and be thankful that
He is always with you.
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SERMON NOTES
WEEK THREE: UNFINISHED SURRENDER
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CONNECT GROUP GUIDE
WEEK THREE: UNFINISHED SURRENDER

Big Idea:
God wants to transform our lives through the presence of Jesus Christ—
living for heaven, not earth.
Opening Discussion Questions:
A. Describe how earth can seem more like home than heaven. Why?
B. Read page 12. What is a significant spiritual moment you have had at
NBLC? What excites you about helping others have significant spiritual
moments at NBLC through your giving?
Read Acts 9:1–18
Application:
1. In what ways was Saul UNFINISHED before meeting Jesus? What were
Saul’s priorities?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. What changed for Paul when he met Jesus?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. How is Paul becoming filled with Christ’s humility?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Read Acts 20:17–33
4. In these verses late in Paul’s life, how is he living more for heaven than
earth? How does Paul describe his priorities?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
5. How is Paul’s generosity more about God and others and less about
himself?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
6. How does Paul describe giving and receiving (verses 32–35)?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Takeaway:
1. Is your giving and generosity governed more by heaven or earth? How
can you tell?
________________________________________________________________
2. Is your spending controlled more by giving or saving?
________________________________________________________________
3. Thus far in your life, on what have you spent the most financial
resources?
________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 3 DEVOTIONS
WHAT GOD BEGAN...
OUR SURRENDER IS UNFINISHED
Acts 9:1-18 shows two men in the turmoil of faith. First Saul, whom
God grabbed and shook, and claimed and renamed as Paul. And
Annanias, whom God had grabbed before, and now continued to
shake-up in order to bring about greater surrender. God who began
His good work promised to complete it. God began a good work in us
too. The Lord redeems everything, every day, to conform us into the
likeness of His Son. Through Jesus, God will finish our surrender.

CHRIST WILL FINISH!
MONDAY

TUESDAY

READ JOHN 17:20-21

READ PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7

“My prayer is not for them
alone. I pray also for those
who will believe in me
through their message, that all
of them may be one, Father,
just as you are in me and I am
in you. May they also be in us
so that the world may believe
that you have sent me.”
RESPOND

Did you notice in these verses
that Jesus prayed for you?
He still does! Thank Jesus for
being your advocate.
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“Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.”
RESPOND

God promises perfect peace
and to guard our hearts
and minds through Jesus.
Give Jesus all your cares
and then fill your heart with
peace by repeating this verse
throughout your day.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

READ JOHN 6:6

READ 2 CHRONICLES 7:14

“He asked this only to test
him, for he already had in
mind what he was going to
do.”
RESPOND

Tests are great ways to teach.
If we pass, we know we
learned what is necessary. If
we don’t pass, we learn what
we need to know. Approach
today—and this initiative—as
a learning opportunity from
Jesus.

“If my people, who are called
by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven, and I will forgive
their sin and will heal their
land.”
RESPOND

God tells us—and reminds
us—over an again that He is
waiting with grace to give.
Bring any guilty feelings or
memories of failure to Jesus
and receive a new beginning.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

READ EPHESIANS 3:20-21

USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE
THOUGHTS GOD BROUGHT
TO MIND DURING THESE
DEVOTIONS.

“Now to Him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according
to His power that is at work
within us, to Him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations,
for ever and ever! Amen.”
RESPOND

Use this verse as a prayer.
Give thanks to the Lord for
what He is doing, and what He
is going to do, in and through
the lives of our faith family.
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WEEK FOUR: UNFINISHED AMAZEMENT
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CONNECT GROUP GUIDE
WEEK FOUR: UNFINISHED AMAZEMENT

Big Idea:
God wants to accomplish much more through us than we could ever
imagine or do on our own.
Opening Discussion Questions:
A. Read page 8. When have you given your time or money to someone
else and how did it impact them?
B. Describe a time you had to trust God for something difficult you
couldn’t do on your own.
C. Have you ever had needs you did not believe God could meet?
Read John 6:1–14
Application:
1. What did the disciples see as the problem?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. What did the disciples see as the solution?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think the disciples and crowd viewed Jesus differently in
the end?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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4. Is your trust and heart more like the disciples or the little boy?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Read 2 Corinthians 9:6–14
5. What do you think is the difference between “sparingly” and
“generously”? (verse 6)
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
6. What does Paul describe as important about a generous heart? How
does Paul describe the result? (verses 7–8 & 10–14)
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
7. Paul says that we are given resources by God so that we can be
generous on every occasion. So answer honestly: If you were God,
would you give you more money? (verse 11)
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Takeaway:
1. When you think of someone who has left a legacy of generosity, who
is that person? Describe them.
________________________________________________________________
2. What are you holding onto that God wants you to give?
________________________________________________________________
51

WEEK 4 DEVOTIONS
WHAT GOD BEGAN...
OUR AMAZEMENT IS UNFINISHED
John 6:1-14 tells of the amazing miracle when Jesus took a small
offering and multiplied it! A naturalistic commentary is often posed
to explain how this miracle happened: when the crowds, who held in
secret their own food, saw the generosity of the boy, they too gave
forth what they had and found enough for everyone and more! True
as it is that generosity begets generosity, Jesus still worked and works
miracles to make our small offerings great! Through Jesus, God will
finish our amazement!

CHRIST WILL FINISH!
MONDAY

TUESDAY

READ ROMANS 12:1

READ DEUTERONOMY 13:4

“Therefore, I urge you,
brothers and sisters, in view
of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper
worship.”

“It is the LORD your God
you must follow, and Him
you must revere. Keep His
commands and obey Him;
serve Him and hold fast to
Him.”

RESPOND

Following God is not an
accident; the Holy Spirit tugs
on your heart to heed his call.
How will you “hold fast” to
Him today?

RESPOND

Amazed at God’s mercy, we
offer ourselves to Him. What
does it mean to be a “living
sacrifice”? What area of your
life will you die to your own
desires and live for Christ
today?
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

READ PSALM 119:112

READ HEBREWS 3:1

“My heart is set on keeping
your decrees to the very end.”
RESPOND

Set your heart on following
God no matter what it takes.
Where do you waver in this
commitment? Ask God for
courage and strength to
follow Him to the very end.

“Therefore, holy brothers
and sisters, who share in the
heavenly calling, fix your
thoughts on Jesus, whom we
acknowledge as our apostle
and high priest.”
RESPOND

We’re so easily distracted
from following Jesus. What
distracts you from His call?
Ask for His help to fix your
thoughts on Him.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

READ JOHN 15:10

USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE
THOUGHTS GOD BROUGHT
TO MIND DURING THESE
DEVOTIONS.

“If you keep my commands,
you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in His
love.”
RESPOND

Following Jesus yields more
benefits than we can count,
and one of the greatest is our
constant experience of his
love. Thank the Lord for this
promise!
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EXERCISE & REFLECTION
PRIOR TO COMMITMENT WEEKEND

List out the financial commitments that you currently have – those that
go beyond a one-time payment, but that have a time duration to them.
Examples would be a home mortgage, a lease agreement, a car loan, a cell
phone contract, your child’s tuition for school, your own tuition for school,
etc.

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Now, write out the commitment you are planning to make for UNFINISHED.
Where does it fall in the priority of these other commitments? Do you need
to change or modify one or more of these other commitments in order to
be able to fulfill your UNFINISHED commitment? What if you wanted to
raise your UNFINISHED commitment? What would that require? Is there a
financial commitment you currently have that appears to be prioritized above
your ability to make a truly surrendered giving commitment, to help make a
difference for Christ by transforming church and community?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
If someone who didn’t know you looked at your financial commitments, what
would they say that you value?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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Would that statement be true about you? Or is there something that needs to
be explained or modified?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
As you keep this commitment over the next two years, what type of spiritual
transformation will that cause in you?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
How will you leverage this change to influence others such as your children,
your co-workers, your friends, your family, and others in your circles of
influence?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Pray over your commitment as you prepare to lay your card at the altar
on Commitment Weekend. Prayer is the most important thing in this
whole process, and prayer develops within us the heart of Christ.
Let’s allow God to finish the good work He began in us as a people
and as a church following hard after Him!
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SERMON NOTES
WEEK FIVE: HOW I AM UNFINISHED
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CONNECT GROUP GUIDE
WEEK FIVE: HOW I AM UNFINISHED

Big Idea:
God wants us to celebrate His finishing of UNFINISHED lives.
Opening Discussion Questions:
A. What is one takeaway from UNFINISHED that God wants you to
celebrate with your group?
B. What do you envision God doing in and through you in the future that
you would have never imagined before UNFINISHED?
C. What is one way you can keep celebrating God’s finishing work in
your life over the next year, 5 years, or 10 years?
D. How can you identify someone’s greatest priorities?
Read Luke 15:3-7
Read Luke 15:8-10
Read Luke 15:11-13, 19-24
Application:
1. What do these 3 parables tell you about God’s priorities?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. Which of the people or objects in the parables does God INTEND for
us to be? How does this reflect God’s highest goal for our lives?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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3. What distracts me, from aligning my life and priorities with God’s
highest priorities?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Takeaway:
1. How can people tell what my highest priority is.
________________________________________________________________
2. What is the one thing I could do this week, to better align my priorities
to God’s highest priority for my life?
________________________________________________________________
3. Where does giving fall on your priority scale.
________________________________________________________________
4. When it comes to resources, money always points toward what is
important to us. How would a change in my giving change me? How
would it change my church?
________________________________________________________________
5. When it comes to resources, money always points toward what is
important to us. How would a change in my giving help us make a
greater impact for Christ in this community through New Beginnings
Lutheran Church.
________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 5 DEVOTIONS
WHAT GOD BEGAN...
WE ARE UNFINISHED
Luke 15:1-24 captures three parables told by Jesus to demonstrate
God’s foremost priority: us! God made us number one on his list. We
are the lost sheep, the lost coin, or the prodigal. This fact translates
from when God saved us to God’s continuing plan for us. We are all
people in process. So every day of the rest of our lives, God’s plan
finds expression and provides reason for celebration. There is a party
in heaven; our story causes angels jubilation. Our Father has set a feast
in our honor because of our reconciliation. Through Jesus, God will
finish what He started in us!

CHRIST WILL FINISH!
MONDAY

TUESDAY

READ HEBREWS 10:23-25

READ 1 JOHN 2:1-2

“Let us hold unswervingly to
the hope we profess, for he
who promised is faithful. And
let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together,
as some are in the habit
of doing, but encouraging
one another—and all the
more as you see the Day
approaching.”
RESPOND

Holding onto our hope
involves group effort (“Let us
hold”). Who in our Connect
Group or faith family could
use some encouragement?
Consider how you can spur
them on … and then put that
idea into action!
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“My dear children, I write this
to you so that you will not
sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have an advocate with
the Father—Jesus Christ, the
Righteous One. He is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and not only for ours but
also for the sins of the whole
world.”
RESPOND

Jesus is our atoning sacrifice.
No one else can save us from
our sins. How can you express
your thanks and praise to Him
for this amazing gift?

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

READ PSALM 50:14-15

READ PROVERBS 3:27

“Sacrifice thank offerings
to God, fulfill your vows to
the Most High, and call on
me in the day of trouble; I
will deliver you, and you will
honor me.”
RESPOND

What are some ways you can
sacrifice thank offerings to
God and honor Him?

“Do not withhold good from
those to whom it is due, when
it is in your power to act.”
RESPOND

How can you give expression
to this command in your
relationships this week?

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

READ 1 JOHN 4:10

USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE
THOUGHTS GOD BROUGHT
TO MIND DURING THESE
DEVOTIONS.

“This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins.”
RESPOND

Thank God for the love He
shows us daily. Who do
you know who needs to
experience this love? How can
you share with them today?
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS
If we are committing to UNFINISHED, how does this change our giving
to missions, the general fund, and other special offerings?
During this two-year period, every contribution to God through NBLC is a
contribution to our UNFINISHED initiative. Every aspect of the ministry vision
God is calling us towards for the next two years will be funded through
UNFINISHED. There will not be separate funds. Every gift made will go into
the same fund and will be our UNFINISHED giving. Therefore, every worship
service becomes a day to celebrate and contribute toward what God is doing
in us and through us to help move God’s mission forward from Pacific to the
ends of the earth.
What are you asking me to do?
First and foremost, we are asking that you pray and seek God’s leading on
what He is asking of you. Prepare your heart to hear Him, and then listen
to what He says. Engage in a Connect Group during this season, if you
haven’t already. Engage in personal reflections with God in this UNFINISHED
booklet. If married, talk with your spouse. Talk with your family. Talk to trusted
others about what this commitment will mean for this next, exciting season of
your life.
We are asking that you make a sacrificial commitment to gospel-motivated
generosity – whatever it is that God leads you to do. Follow His leading.
Finally, we ask that you prepare to be amazed. The God we serve is
awesome and He is going to do huge things in our lives and we anticipate
an unprecedented impact from our collective UNFINISHED commitments
– something only God can do. Please mark your calendar for Commitment
Sunday, October 29th, and prepare to experience a life-changing worship
service that will forever be remembered as a defining moment for our church
and for our own faith.
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Are there additional ways besides cash that I can give more toward
UNFINISHED?
God’s people at NBLC have shown creativity in past initiatives. Some have
given stocks, property, or other items of that nature. You may have some
stored resources that God has blessed you with in the past that He just might
be calling you to give out of during this time. Please let us know if you need
assistance with facilitating gifts of property or stock, and we can connect you
with those who can help.
How long is my commitment?
We are asking that everyone make a two-year commitment—24 months. The
fulfilment period for your commitment will begin with First Fruits Sunday on
November 19, 2017 and it will culminate in November of 2019.
What if I don’t have a job right now? What does that mean for my
UNFINISHED commitment?
UNFINISHED is about your total, radical, and sacrificial generosity to God’s
mission at NBLC. We believe that God calls us to action in times of hardship
just as much as He does in times of abundance, and that looks different for
every person. But UNFINISHED is about a heart change – one that is only
accomplished by surrendering our lives completely over to God in this area
of giving and declaring that we are a people who are UNFINISHED. The Bible
records people selling possessions in order to give. Some in our church
have found odd jobs in order to contribute. Lay your situation before God
and pray expectantly for His leading. We are aiming for 100% participation
in UNFINISHED so that we can all be supporting, loving, encouraging, and
praying for one another through this spiritually stretching season.
What if I am severely in debt right now? Am I still supposed to give?
If you are someone seeking to pay off debt right now, we commend you for
making progress on that. And you should continue to do so. NBLC regularly
offers Financial Peace University and also has financial coaches available
to those who desire. We would be happy to connect you with help in your
journey. Being in debt does not exclude God’s call to generosity. Giving isn’t
about what God wants from you, rather, it’s about what God wants for you.
Let God’s Holy Spirit help you determine in your heart what to give.
What if I am new around here?
UNFINISHED is about the vision for our church and our personal discipleship
in giving as followers of Jesus. We believe that the local church is one of the
most compelling missions to give toward, and we would really love for you
to make NBLC your home and join us in UNFINISHED. If you are ready for it,
this is a perfect time for you to put a stake in the ground and make this your
church. God intended you to be on a team, and we’d love to have you!
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