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A-TEAM PNG UPDATE 

Dear Family and Friends,


VCP and VPE 
The Vernacular Creative Phonics (VCP) Course ended and the Vernacular Path to English (VPE) Course starts 
tomorrow.  Phew…  Well we are not bored.  In fact, although we are very busy at this time of year we really 
enjoy these training courses.  They are challenging but very fulfilling.


VCP Course Closing Ceremony 
The VCP Course was especially encouraging this year as we ended the course with a couple of guest 
speakers from the Morobe Education Department.  They both thanked SIL for running these courses and 
committed themselves to finding the funding needed to send more of their teachers to our courses.  They 
consider the VCP course to be the first phase of their teachers’ training with SIL and VPE to be the second 
phase.  We are now seeing more and more applications for our courses and wondering where we are going to 
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put them all if all their funding comes through.  But God knows all these things and we are confident that He 
will work out the details as we trust Him.

 


It started with a ‘rebel yell’! 
Beth also taught the participants this year how to do a ‘rebel yell’!  It ends with a prolonged trill after the yell.  
After the certificate and speech ceremony and the special dinner together, we had the fun portion of the 
evening.  The participants surprised Beth at the fun time by adapting one of their traditional dances to include 
a ‘rebel yell’.  Hmmm…. Has she forever changed the course of a culture?  It was a great time of fun and 
fellowship.  It was also evident that everyone enjoyed themselves immensely!

 


Prayer Points 
Please pray for our staff and the course participants who are on their way to this next course.  They arrive 
tomorrow.

1. Pray for safety as they travel by various means to the Eastern Highlands of PNG.

2. Pray they are able to pay their course and accommodation fees.

3. Pray that both the students and staff can remain healthy.

4. Pray especially for Abu Daniel, one of our lead teachers, as she has a very bad cold at the moment and 

we are praying it does not get worse or go into pneumonia.

5. We only had a brief break between these two courses and we spent that time preparing for this one.  We 

will have only a short break between this next one and the one in October.  So please pray that we can do 
a good job and yet not wear ourselves out.  Pray we will be able to rest well at night and most of all rest in 
the Lord.


Interesting bit of news: 
The APEC Summit meeting will be held in Port Moresby (POM), the capitol city of Papua New Guinea this year 
in November.  That means, the US president, Donald Trump will be attending.

Now our small planes which fly all over PNG delivering us to our language groups where we work and to Port 
Moresby etc. fly passengers and the mail up to our base in the highlands.  There are no roads from POM to 
here.  Passengers and their luggage have the priority not the mail.


Due to safety concerns for our president and other heads of state, while the Summit is on, and a bit of time 
before and after, no small planes will not be allowed to fly into Port Moresby airspace.  This means no 
passengers or mail will be coming into or out of our base for the month of November.

How does this affect us?  If you intend to send us something via mail, like Christmas presents, unless they are 
sent very soon, during the month of August or very early September, they may not reach us in time for 
Christmas.  It really takes anywhere from 4-8 weeks to get mail here any time, no matter what the USPS tells 
you.  That’s because our small planes are the only means of getting mail to us and they do not count mail as 
the priority, they just put on the mail when there is space.  Now with APEC they won’t even be flying to POM 
to pick mail up in November.  So this is just a head’s up.


Well that is enough for now.  We will keep you updated about this course and the next one.  Please keep us 
posted on what is happening with you as well.
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We are enclosing a page of pictures from VCP.  Thanks so much for praying!  We thank God for your faithful 
and continued support of Bible Translation, Literacy and Training in Papua New Guinea.


In His service with you,

Joy & Beth
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