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FUTCH FAMILY UPDATE 
Highlights 

The last few months have been busy with many family and ministry events.  I am writing this update from the 
airport in Manila on my way to Guam.  Here are a few highlights of what we have been up to since our last 
newsletter in March.  I apologize that I can only include one photo in this newsletter since I am on the road.


From March 19-27 I was in south VN visiting various like minded friends and providing encouragement, 
training and coaching in various communities.  It was a blessing to see what God has been doing there since 
my last visit.  The network of disciple-makers continues to expand and grow.  I will be visiting the northern 
part of the country in 2019.
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In April I shared the Word in two different Lahu villages in northern Thailand and visited ministry partners in the 
northeastern province of Ubon Ratchathani.  In each of these places I was encouraged to see God's people 
making a difference in their communities as they follow God's leading and minister to the people around them.


In May, I was blessed to attend April's graduation from Wheaton College.  She used the gifts God gave her 
well. She graduated summa cum laude in physics in three years and completed an honors research thesis in 
the field of plasma physics.  She was also inducted into two honor societies.  What I was most blessed by 
was to see the depth of positive relationships that April developed while at Wheaton and see that she was a 
good representative of Jesus during her time there.  April then returned to Thailand with me and stayed with 
us for about a month.  Her fiance, Ted, traveled with us to Thailand as well and spent about a week exploring 
Chiang Mai.


Angie finished her ninth year of teaching first grade at Grace International School.  She had a great class this 
year and was blessed to watch them grow physically, academically and spiritually.  It was neat to hear the 
stories she would share about her students interacting with and being changed by Scripture. Emily completed 
ninth grade.  She has become quite an accomplished trumpet player and is using her gift of encouragement 
to bless others.  She willl have to adjust to being the only child at home over the next three years, and I am 
looking forward to having a lot of quality time with her.


On June 1st, Jacob graduated from high school.  It was a blessing for us to hear him give several speeches to 
his classmates and others near the end of the year. His spiritual growth this past year has been a great 
blessing, and his leadership ability is very advanced for a young man his age.    Over his 13 years at Grace 
International School, we have seen the impact his caring heart and servant leadership have had on his 
classmates.  We are proud of him and also sad to see him move on.


On June 14th and 15th, I led workshops for two different ministry teams in different Nothern Thai provinces.  
Both were focused on helping these teams to be more effective in the ministries God has called them to.  
Both teams are seeing people come to Christ and disciples making other disciples.


April is currently at Wheaton College working for about five weeks.  The goal of her time there is to take her 
senior honors research and turn it into a scholarly article.  After she finishes her time there, she will head to 
Dayton, Ohio for a few weeks.


Angie, Jacob and Emily are currently in Ohio spending time with family and getting Jacob ready for his first 
year of college.  Angie and Emily will stay in Ohio until July 24th and then will head back to Chiang Mai.


I am on my way to Guam where I will spend the next week providing training in multiplying disciples to 
residents of Guam and Chuuk.  I will be doing this in partnership with two Filipino pastors and a pastor from 
Hawaii.  We will also be having many discussions about how we can expand the ministry in Micronesia.  On 
June 25th, I will head from Guam to the Philippines where I will be providing advanced leadership training to 
those who have applied what I have taught in my previous seminars there.


On June 30th, I will return to Chiang Mai and work meet with several ministry partners and catch up on some 
of my reporting.  I will then head to Indonesia on July 8th.  I will be in Jakarta, Surabaya, and three other 
cities.  The purpose of this visit is to provide coaching to ministry partners and to lead a spiritual and strategic 
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planning retreat for leaders a Christian Foundation based in Surabaya that I have partnered with for quite a 
few years now.  I will then head to Kathmandu, Nepal to visit a ministry partner who has multiplied many 
disciples in South Asia.  I hope to learn from his ministry and will also have an opportunity to provide 
leadership training to some people in his network.


Angie, Emily and I will all be back in Thailand together by July 25th and we will enjoy having time together 
after over five weeks of separation.  Then, on August 2nd, I will head to the States to get Jacob and April 
settled into college.  I will arrive back in Thailand on August 25th.


April will be starting a PhD program in particle physics at the University of Illinois Urbana Champaign.  She 
was blessed to be offered a tuition waiver and good stipend that will totally cover her expenses there.   Jacob 
will be studying at Bethel College in Mishawaka Indiana.  He plans to be part of the Air Force ROTC chapter 
which is located nearby at Notre Dame University.


As I reflect on all of the many activities we have been blessed to participate in over the past months, I am 
reminded of Psalm 127:1 which says, "Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain."  It is 
not our efforts or abilities that accomplish anything eternal, but it is His work that is wonderful and 
everlasting.  We are just blessed to be able to partner with Him in what He is doing.  As I receive reports from 
ministry partners all over Asia about how God is working in their ministries and transforming lives, I rejoice in 
the souls that are saved, the disciples that are reproducing and the communities that are beginning to see 
transformation.  


Thank you for your partnership with us in prayer and financially.  We value you and pray that God will use you 
to share His love and foster transformation in your communities.


Shaun, Angie, April, Jacob & Emily
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