
 

 

 

Dear friend,  
 
What are you grateful for today? Daily needs? A roof over your head? At the very least we can usually 
thank God for these things. But, when you count your blessings, I am sure you will find more to thank 
God for. 
 
God’s gifts shouldn’t be taken for granted. But often we must learn to appreciate them. One such gift is 
the blessing of companionship. Do you have friendships that enrich your life and fill you with gratitude? 
In this age of social media, people have more “friends” than ever. However, sometimes these “Friends” 
fail to be that loyal companion who knows you intimately and sticks by you through good times and bad. 
We all need this, yet true relationships are hard to find now more than ever. 
 
God created us as relational beings so we could interact with Him and each other. That’s why after He 
made Adam, He then created Eve saying, “It is not good for man to be alone.” (Genesis 2:18) 
Throughout scripture, there are accounts of companionship- Moses, and Aaron, David and Jonathan, 
Daniel and his friends. (Jesus even chose twelve men to be His friends.) 
 
The Lord does not want you to walk through life alone. If you feel a void in this area of your life, I would 
like to impart a little wisdom to you. First, our really close friends are usually few in number. Friendships 
do not come automatically, they require time, effort, and unselfishness. There is also an emotional risk 
because at some point you may be hurt by a friend. But do not let that stop you from finding a 
trustworthy friend. Let me give you 4 bits of wisdom to help. 
 

1) Building a long-lasting friendship requires a good foundation.   Mutual interest is the starting 
point of friendship. The most important one is a relationship with Jesus Christ as Savior. 
Although we are not to isolate ourselves from non-Christians, they will not necessarily be our 
closest friends because their values, desires, and beliefs will be contrary to ours. We need 
friends who draw us nearer to the Lord, not farther away. 
 

2) Relationships should be governed by biblical principles. One of the reasons friendships fall apart 
is because of a failure to treat each other as God’s word says. We need to be a friend and have a 
friend who is patient, kind, humble, unselfish, and most of all, forgiving. (1 Corinthians 13:4-5) 
 

3) If you enter a relationship out of neediness it will soon become one-sided. God wants us to lean 
on Him, not on another person. He alone is sufficient to meet our needs. 
 

4) Lasting relationships are built on mutual spiritual edification. (encouragement)- We should 
encourage each other in the faith, and share and pray for each other. We learn to weep for each 
other, rejoice for each other, and stand with each other. (Romans 12:15) 

 
A close relationship is built on mutual honesty. It is impossible to build or grow a close relationship with 
someone when one party refuses to open up. You cannot build friendships with someone who has a wall 



built so high and thick that no one can get through. I have made this mistake many times in my years of 
ministry due to past hurts. You cannot let the past hurts be the bricks and mortar for your walls. 
 
Experiencing all the dimensions of a good friendship will make you profoundly thankful, both for the 
person who is your friend and for God’s goodness in bringing the friendship together. 
 
I pray that you will try these bits of wisdom and that they will help open a path to joy and fulfillment. 
That devoted friend could become one of God’s richest gifts in your life. Proverbs 18:24 is a good verse 
to think on. 
 
“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, 
But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 
 
In His Service, 
Pastor Mike 
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