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                           This Thanksgiving be an Encourager! 

 

Dear friend, 

 

As Thanksgiving approaches, I was thinking about my past and 

remembering how there were people who had helped me move forward in 

life. One person who stands out in my memory is a man named Phelps 

Duncan, who was known as “Big Daddy”.  

 

What made Big Daddy so special to me was the way he always encouraged 

me to be better at whatever I chose to do.  There were times when he 

would bless me with a financial gift when I was in school and had little or 

no money. He was so kind and caring in his own way, that he made you feel 

special.  

 

You could probably share a memory or two as well about people who 

deliberately or unknowingly encouraged you. Today we are more 

connected electronically, but we are lonelier and more isolated than ever 

before. This is not how God wants us to live. 

 

In the New Testament, encourage means, “call to one’s side”. The Christian 

life is not one of isolation and independence but of relationship and 

connection. Big Daddy was that to me. He allowed me to walk together, 

side by side with him.  

 

Barnabas, whose name means “son of encouragement” is a prime scripture 

example. He was eager to help the believers in Jerusalem, He even sold a 

piece of property and gave the money to the apostles so they could help 

those in need. (Acts 4:36-37) 



He encouraged Paul, a former persecutor of the church to be part of the 

church, assuring church leaders that Saul was now a Christian. 

 

God wants to use each of us at various times and in different ways to 

encourage others. This means, we must be alert to people the Lord brings 

across our path and make ourselves available. Here are four ways we can 

impact others: 

 

1) We must give people our time and attention. (1 Thessalonians 2:17-20) Face to face 

communication is very comforting, but we can also support others through phone calls, 

emails, letters, or text messages. There are so many ways to reach out these days. Be 

observant of those near you and listen compassionately, so you will know how to 

support and encourage them.  

 

2) We can encourage others by meeting their emotional or physical needs. Big Daddy was 

in tune to my emotional need of a male figure in my life as well as a student who worked 

while going to school. 

 

3) Christians are called to build each other up spiritually. (Romans 1:11-12) In hard times 

those who are struggling need someone to remind them of God’s presence, His 

promises, and His power. Another important aspect of spiritual encouragement is 

warning someone who is headed down the wrong path and offering them loving 

correction.  

 

4) Encouragement is a motivator (Hebrews 10:24-25) Especially when we fail in someway 

and just want to give up. That is when a brother or a sister in Christ can help persuade us 

to keep going. I remember several times when I did not do very well in a particular 

subject (English) at school, or when I made a bad decision, Big Daddy didn’t shame or 

condemn me but simply encouraged me to do my best. His advice has stayed with me all 

these years, motivating me to persevere through weakness, obstacles, and difficulties in 

life.  

 

 

We all need this kind of encouragement from others. In turn we can be 

encouragers to those around us. I am so thankful for a man named “Big 

Daddy”, who took the time to be interested in someone like me some 50 

years ago. It is never too late to make a difference. 

 

In His Service, 



Pastor Mike 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

 


