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“Worship” 

 

Dear friend,  

 

Let me start with this statement, you and I may disagree on some aspects of Christian doctrine, 

but I am sure there is one thing we definitely agree on: You and I personally and collectively are 

desperately in need of transformation. We are weary of “business as usual.” We need and want a 

transformation experience from the Lord, the kind of spiritual visitation that will help to heal our 

broken homes and our fractured churches. Worship in its truest sense will strip away our 

religious veneer and get us back to reality.  

 

I love the church. I devoted over a quarter of a century to ministry, teaching and preaching. 

However, my love for the church has not made me blind to her spots and wrinkles. Churches are 

made up of people like you and me, and we both know that churches can not change until the 

people change; until you and I are transformed by the Spirit of God to be more like the Son of 

God. Two verses come to my mind, 2 Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with unveiled face, 

beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  

 

 Romans 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what is good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

 

I sincerely believe that the transforming experience Paul wrote about is the result of the right 

kind of personal and corporate worship. Worship is essential for the believer. Our English word 

worship simple means “worth-ship.” We worship God because He is worthy. “You are worthy, 

O Lord, to receiver glory and honor, and power.” Revelation 4:11 

 

Four different Hebrew words are translated “worship” in the authorized version of the King 

James Bible, but the one used most often is shachah, which means “to bow down, to do 

homage.” It is used in scripture in Genesis 18:2, where Abraham bowed down to the three 

visitors, one of whom (he discovered) was the Lord from Heaven. 

 

The key Greek word is “proskuneo”, which literally means “to kiss toward.” It conveys the idea 

of showing reverence to God. Another important Greek word is latreuo, which means “to serve, 

to minister.’ This is found in Matthew 4:10, Hebrews 9:9, and Revelation 22:3. A related word is 

leitourgos, which means “a priestly ministry” and gives us our word liturgy.  

 

When we consider all the words used for worship in both the Old and New Testaments, and 

when we put their meanings together, we find that worship involves both attitudes (awe, 

reverence, respect) and actions (bowing, praising, serving). It is both a subjective experience as 

well as an objective activity. Worship is not an unexpressed feeling, nor is it an empty formality. 

True worship is balanced and involves the mind, the emotions, and the will. It must be 



intelligent. It must reach deep within and be motivated by love, and it must lead to obedient 

actions that glorify God. In His conversation with the woman of Samaria, Jesus made it clear that 

there is both true worship and false worship, both ignorant worship and intelligent worship. 

(John 4:19-24) 

 

What passes for Christian worship, even in some of our churches, may not be acceptable to God 

at all. The Pharisees thought they were practicing exemplary worship, but Jesus thought 

otherwise.  

 

Listen to His words in Matthew 15:8-9 “These people draw near to me with their mouth and 

honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me, and in vain they worship me, teaching as 

doctrines of the commandment of men.” 

 

I said that worship is balanced. Jesus may have had this in mind when He said, “God is spirit and 

His worshippers must worship in spirit and truth,” John 4:24. “In Spirit” refers to the subjective 

side of worship; “in truth” refers to the objective side. We must submit to the word of God or 

word from God as well as emotions. The important thing is that we keep the proper balance. 

Today there is such an emphasis on Bible knowledge that we’re in danger of ignoring, or even 

opposing personal spiritual experience. While we must not lose our theology on experiences, 

neither must we debase our theology by separating it from experience. If true worship is the 

response of the whole person to God, then we dare not neglect the emotions.  

 

With the vastness of the subject of worship, it is evident and necessary that worship leaders are 

essential to the mission of the church. The key word of the title is leader. The value of a 

qualified, committed worship leader can’t be put into words. It can be seen through 

transformation  displayed in the lives of the people of the church. Pastors need the worship 

leader’s skill to help accomplish the great commission.  

 

So, worship isn’t an option, it’s an obligation. It’s not a luxury, it’s a necessity. The one thing 

that the church can do that no other assembly can do it worship God and glorify Him! 

 

Someone once said, “This world can be saved from political chaos and collapse by one thing 

only and that is worship.”  

 

The only hope for the world is the church and the only hope for the church is a return to worship.  

 

Psalm 149:6 ‘Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their 

hands.” 

 

Let yourself be an instrument. 

 

In His Service,  

Pastor Mike 

Proverbs 3:5-6 


