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CHRISTMAS DAY 

December 25, 2021 
 

 
 

(*please stand if able)                
 
Prelude 
Welcome 
*Call to Worship: 

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been 
completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice of one calling: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and 
hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a 
plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 40:1-5) 

 
Introduction 
*Reader 1: The story of Christmas is the story of God bringing comfort to his 
people. It is the story of God coming down into this world to pay for our sins. 
God came into this world in a most unusual way: he came as a baby. And the 
story of his birth takes place in the most unexpected places. We will visit these 
places as we witness the story of Christ’s birth unfolding before us. 
 
*Prayer 

Gracious God 
With joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. 
We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ’s birth. 
In the excitement of this day, quiet our hearts 
that we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. 
Shine, O Light, in the darkness of our world 
Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
God favors.” 
This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen 

 
*LUYH #76 “O Come, All You Faithful”  
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Reader 1: Hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth, God chose a barren woman 
named Hannah to give birth to a son who would become one of Israel’s 
greatest prophets. But this was only a shadow of what was to come! Centuries 
later, God chose an unmarried woman named Mary to give birth to the Savior of 
the world. When Mary learned that she was expecting, she traveled to the hill 
country of Judah to visit her cousin Elizabeth. Together, they waited for the 
birth of the one who would bring salvation to those living in the darkness of sin. 
Reader 2: Luke 1:39-56 
 
Sunday School children sing “How Can it be a Silent Night?” 
  

“Nazareth” 
 
Reader 1: Long before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah promised that the 
Savior of the world would be born of a virgin. For hundreds of years, the people 
of Israel waited and wondered who it might be. In time, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to an unmarried teenage virgin named Mary, who lived in the small 
town of Nazareth. The angel told her that she was the one God had chosen to 
give birth to the child who would save the world from sin. 
Reader 3: Isaiah 7:14 
                 Matthew 1:18-25 
LUYH #78 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” vs 1,2,3 
 

“Bethlehem” 
 
Reader 1: The town of Bethlehem was a small town of fewer than a thousand 
people whose only claim to fame was that Israel’s great King David was born 
there. But once again, God chose the ordinary things of this world to carry out 
his plan of salvation. The prophet Micah promised that one day, a shepherd-
king even greater than David would come from Bethlehem and rule Israel. 
Around the time Jesus was born, the Roman government ordered a census for 
tax purposes. So young Mary and Joseph traveled to Joseph’s hometown of 
Bethlehem. While they were in Bethlehem, Mary’s labor began, and she gave 
birth to a baby boy. 
Reader 3: Micah 5:2-5 
                Luke 2:1-7 
“O Holy Night”  
Solo:  “Mary Did You Know” 
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“The Countryside of Judea” 

 
Reader 1: When the people of Israel were falling away from God, God 
promised that one day a Savior would come to announce good news to those 
who had fallen away. And that’s exactly what happened when Jesus was born. 
Angels appeared to a group of poor shepherds to announce the good news: The 
Savior of the world had been born! 
Reader 2: Luke 2:8-20 
*LUYH 82 “Angels we have heard on High” 
 

“The Home of the Messiah” 
 
Reader 1: Jesus, the true king of the nations, had been born. Some time after 
his birth, wise men came from far off to pay tribute to Jesus. These earthly 
kings followed a star, something that had been foretold hundreds of years 
earlier. When they arrived at Jesus’ home, they bowed down and worshiped the 
one true king of the world. By doing so, these kings showed that they 
recognized true royalty. 
Reader 3:  Matthew 2:1-12 
*LUYH #92 “Joy to the World” vs 1,2,4 
                “Silent Night” instrumental 
 

“To the Ends of the Earth” 
 
Reader 1: Jesus was born in a small town in the Judean countryside in Israel, 
but his purpose was not limited by geographic location. Jesus said, “I am the 
light of the world.” He came into the world so that the light of his gospel might 
shine in the darkness of a world lost in sin and darkness. Today the work of 
Jesus continues to shine around the world through his disciples. And that 
includes us! As followers of Jesus, we carry the light of the gospel into our 
homes, our communities, our cities, and to the ends of the earth! 
Reader 2:  Isaiah 60:1-4 
                 Matthew 28:18-20 
*LUYH #103 vs. 1,3,4,5 “Arise, Shine, for Your Light Is Come” 
 
Closing Words Matthew 5:14-16 
*God’s Parting Blessing 
*Closing Song: “Ere Zij God /Glory to God” 
 
 
(Offering plates available as you exit ~ World Renew) 
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