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Welcome  
 

We extend our cordial greetings to all who are visiting us today and hope that 

you will join us again for worship. We ask you to, please, sign the Fellowship 

Register as it is passed so that we may have a record of your visit. If you give us 

an address, we can send you more information about Hartsville PCA, or you can 

pick up any of the brochures from the information display in the entry hall.  



 

This Week  at HPC 
 

Sunday, June 25 

 9:30am Morning Worship—Sanctuary 

 11:10am Educational Hour 

 6:00pm Evening Worship—Sanctuary  

  

Wednesday, June 28 

 6:30pm  Prayer Meeting – Room 103  

      

Thursday, June 29 

 Church Office Closed 
 

Friday, June 30 

 6:30pm  Family Movie Night—Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, July 2 

 9:30am Morning Worship—Sanctuary 

 11:10am Educational Hour 

 6:00pm Evening Worship—Sanctuary  

  Watermelon to be served following the service!  

Looking for a few good teachers 

Psalm 34:11 says, “Come, O children, 

listen to me; I will teach you the fear of 

the LORD.”  We are looking for a few 

good teachers for our Educational Hour.  

We use Great Commission Publication 

Curriculum for all levels, so you will not 

have to start from scratch.  You will have 

plenty of material at your side that will 

layout almost everything you need to 

say and do.  If you are interested in serving the young folks in the 

church in this capacity, please speak with Dr. John Ropp. 

The Role of the  ministry of the word 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. ~ Romans 12:2  

Paul seems to be exhorting us to actively engage in something in 

which we ourselves are passive.  How can that possibly be? The 

explanation is that we are to allow this to take place in our lives by 

yielding to what God does through an instrument in his hands. The 

instrument that God uses is the word of the gospel.  

This is why it is so important for Christians to place their lives under the 

preaching of God's word. For in receiving it we are actively passive. It is 

expounded to us, not by us; and yet it appeals to our minds, reshapes 

our thinking, penetrates our consciences, and at this level engages us 

in intense activity.   

Although set at a discount today by comparison with participation in 

either personal Bible study or more particularly group Bible study, 

neither of these, valuable as they may be, can substitute for the 

transforming power of the preached word.  

This is partly illustrated by the fascinating difference there is between 

morning and evening services. While formally the morning or first 

service may be regarded as the 'main' service, it is the second service 

that is the high point. What explains the difference? 

Doubtless there are several factors, but the major one is the cumulative 

impact of the word of God, expounded in the context of the worship of 

God by the people of God. We come on Sunday morning out of a 

world that has sought to squeeze us into its mold. We add to that our 

own spiritual lethargy. But then we are fed in God's presence by God's 

word, read, sung, spoken, and prayed. We are sanctified through the 

truth. Thus when we come together later in the day, some degree of 

this transforming of our lives through the renewing of our minds, has 

already taken place. We find ourselves as Jesus prayed we would be, 

cleansed and sanctified. Our thinking has been recalibrated in a 

Godward direction; our affections have been cleansed and drawn out 

in love for our Lord; our desires to serve him are purer, our affections 

for God's people are greater, and our wills are more submissive to his 

word. The more we are thus fed the more we want to be fed and to 

feed. 

We have become such an activist generation of Christians that we can 

scarcely grasp that our first and greatest need is to be in this sense 

passive—being fed the good food of the word of God so that we may 

'be being transformed'. 

Sinclair Ferguson, Devoted to God  


