
HUDDLE DISCUSSION GUIDE 



    (continued - over) 

GETTING STARTED: 
 
READ: Welcome back to our Huddle! As usual, we’ll start with a couple of questions. Choose at least one of 
these conversation starters. 

1. Now that we’re in the month of March, what’s one of your favorite things about this month? 
March Madness? The start of Spring? Something else? 

2. How did things go with last week’s action step? 
 

DIGGING IN: 
 
READ: This week, we’re reading a story where Jesus explains what’s most important in life. Let’s read it  
together. Ask someone to read Mark 12:28-34. 

28 
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them 

a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 
29 

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 

30 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 

with all your strength.’ 
31 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.” 
32 

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other 
but him. 

33 
To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to 

love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
34 

When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 
Mark 12:28-34 NIV  
 

READ: Discuss these questions as a group: 
  

1. Why do you think this teacher of the law asked Jesus which commandment is the most   
important? 

2. What does this passage say about God? 
3. What does this passage say about us? 

 
READ: It’s not hard to understand or remember the greatest commandments: love God and love others. 
These are simple commands, but every one of us finds it difficult to live out these commands on a daily basis. 
Discuss these questions as a group: 

• In what situations do you find it difficult to love God with all of your heart? 
• In what situations do you find it difficult to love your neighbor as yourself? 
• In what situations do you find it easiest to love God? 
• In what situations do you find it easiest to love your neighbor? 

 
READ: Let’s read another verse in Scripture that sheds light on this issue. Ask someone to read 1 John 4:19. 

19 
We love because he first loved us. 

John 4:19 NIV 
 

ASK: What difference does it make that God first loved us? 



READ: All of us have room to grow when it comes to loving God and loving our neighbor. With that in mind, 
let’s each determine an action step to take this week.  
 

1. First, choose a specific way to show your love for God. Since love always requires         
sacrifice, what is something you will give up this week? 

• Sacrifice a certain amount of time to spend in God’s Word or in prayer. 
• Make a financial sacrifice that will encourage the growth of God’s kingdom. 
• Sacrifice your energy by serving in a ministry that will bring glory to God. 

 
2. Second, choose a specific way to show love to someone around you. Which one of these 

action steps will you take? If possible, share who you plan to show love to. 
• Use words (spoken, written, etc.) to communicate your love and appreciation to a friend or 

family member. (If possible, share a name with the group). 
• Show generosity to someone in need. 
• Practice a random act of kindness toward a neighbor or a stranger. 
• Offer to serve someone who needs help. 
• Directly share the message of Jesus with someone (invite them to church, share your    

personal faith story, etc.) 
 
 

WRAPPING UP: 
 
READ:  We’ll end our group time with prayer. How can we pray for you this week? Give everyone the chance 
to share, then pray for each member of your Huddle. Don’t forget to pray about the action steps. 



    (continued - over) 

GETTING STARTED: 
 
READ: Welcome back! We’ll start this week with a couple of questions. Allow everyone in the group to  
answer. 

1. What’s one thing you own that you would never want to sell? 
2. How did things go with last week’s action step? 

 
PRACTICE: 
 

READ: This week’s passage tells the story of an encounter between Jesus and a man who struggled to      
understand that temporary things don’t really matter in the long run. Let’s read Mark 10:17-27. Ask someone 
to read. 

17 
As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” 

he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
18 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 
19 

You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall 
not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 

20 
“Teacher,” he       

declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 
21 

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing 
you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

22 
At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had 

great wealth.
23 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!” 

24 
The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how 

hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
25 

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

26 
The disciples were even more amazed, and 

said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 
27 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is        
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.” 
Mark 10:17-27 NIV  

 
READ: Discuss these questions as a group:  
 

• Do you believe this man has a sincere desire to inherit eternal life? Why or why not? 
• Verse 21 tells us that Jesus looked at the man and loved him. Why do you suppose he did 

that?  
• What does this passage say about God? 
• What does this passage say about us? 

 
 
READ: This story is a challenge to value eternal things over temporary things, but there’s another lesson 
here. Jesus gives us an example of how to love someone who doesn’t “get it.” In this case, the man is not 
seeing life from an eternal perspective. In our lives, we encounter people who don’t “get it” in other ways.  
Discuss these questions as a group: 
 

1. We all know someone who we believe is not seeing clearly in a particular area (examples 
may be moral issues, politics, faith, marriage, parenting, etc.) Without getting into the de-
tails of these disagreements (resist the temptation!), what can we learn from Jesus about 
how to relate to people when we feel like they don’t get it? 

 
2. Do you believe you have an area where you don’t see things clearly? If so, how would you 

want others to relate to you if they have more wisdom in that area? 
 



READ: In our world today, strong disagreements between people are common. Jesus did not ignore or gloss 
over the misunderstandings and wrong beliefs of others, but he was always committed to love first. Looking at 
the example of Jesus, what is an action step that you will take this week?  

1. Choose someone you disagree with and pray for that person every day this week, asking 

God to fill your heart with love for that person. 

2. In that relationship, identify which of these traits you need to grow in: showing humility, 
expressing genuine love, sharing truth. Pray that God will enable you to grow in that area, 

and look for an opportunity to take a step in that area. 

 

WRAPPING UP: 

READ: Let’s thank God for loving us despite our misunderstandings and wrong beliefs. Pray that He will open 
our eyes to the truth, that we will be humble enough to accept it, and that we can love others who need to 
have a clearer understanding of God’s truth. Pray out loud for your group, and invite others to pray if they’re 
willing. 



    (continued - over) 

GETTING STARTED: 
 
READ: Welcome back! We’ll start this week with a couple of questions. Allow everyone in the group to  
answer. 

1. When you were a child, can you remember a time when you broke something, either        
carelessly or intentionally? If so, what was it? 

2. How did things go with last week’s action step? 
 
 

PRACTICE: 
 

READ: This week, we’re looking at a well-known story about a woman with a broken and messy past. Let’s 
read John 8:1-11. Ask someone to read. 
 

53 
Then they all went home, 

1 
but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 

2 
At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he 

sat down to teach them. 
3 
The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 

adultery. They made her stand before the group 
4 
and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught 

in the act of adultery. 
5 
In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you 

say?” 
6 
They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 
7 
When they kept on  

questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.” 

8 
Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

9 
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was 

left, with the woman still standing there. 
10 

Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?” 
11 

“No one, sir,” she said.  “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your 
life of sin.” 
John 7:53-8:11 NIV 
 

READ: Many Bibles note that even conservative scholars have doubts that this passage was originally 
included in the Gospel of John. At the same, scholars have pointed out that there is little reason to doubt that 
this event actually happened. This passage is in harmony with the rest of the Gospel and reinforces what 
Scripture teaches about Jesus. With that in mind, let’s discuss these questions as a group:  
 

1. What does this passage say about Jesus? 
2. Why do you think the religious leaders walked away after what Jesus said and did? 
3. What do you imagine the woman was thinking and feeling throughout this encounter? 
4. What does this passage say about us? 

 
READ: One of the remarkable parts of this story is that Jesus accomplishes something that is very difficult for 
us. He shows both love and truth in equal amounts. We see that in verse 11, when Jesus says, “Neither do I 
condemn you; go now and leave your life of sin.” That statement aligns with the description of Jesus in John 
chapter 1. Ask someone to read John 1:14. 

14 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1:14 NIV 



READ: When Jesus related to others, he began with love, but he never hesitated to confront people with the 
truth. He was full of both grace and truth. Our tendency is to be stronger in one of these two areas and  
weaker in the other.  When we’re strong on grace but weak on truth, we might overlook or enable a pattern of 
sin. We’re we’re strong on truth but weak on grace, we might show a harsh, judgmental spirit that does not 
reflect God’s love and His willingness to forgive. Discuss these questions as a group, giving everyone the 
chance to answer: 
 

1. Which comes easier for you, showing grace or speaking truth? 
2. When Christians are lacking in one of these two areas, what are the consequences? 
3. We all have sin and brokenness in our past, and we all appreciate it when someone shows 

us grace. Historically, though, how willing have you been to hear and receive the truth? 
4. How can we grow to become more like Jesus, full of both grace and truth? 

 
 
READ: With the help of God’s Holy Spirit, we can grow to become more like Jesus. With that goal in mind, 
what is an action step that you will take this week?  
 

1. Choose a specific person and a situation where you need to show more love. Pray that God 
will enable you to do that, and then take a step in that direction. 

2. Choose a specific person and a situation where you need to speak more truth. Pray that 
God will enable you to do that, and then take a step in that direction. 

 
 

WRAPPING UP: 
READ: Let’s thank God for His grace as we slowly learn to follow the example of Jesus. Let’s also thank God 
for His truth in areas where we need to be challenged and confronted. Let’s pray that God would help us to 
live as Jesus did, full of both grace and truth. Pray out loud for your group, and invite others to pray if they’re 
willing. 



(continued - over) 

GETTING STARTED: 
 
READ: Welcome back! We’ll start this week with a couple of questions. Allow everyone in the group to  
answer.  
 1.  With Easter coming next Sunday, can you share one of your family’s Easter traditions,  
      either past or present? 
 2.  How did things go with last week’s action step? 

 
 

PRACTICE: 
 
READ: This week, we’re reading the story of the crucifixion of Jesus. We want to understand or remember 
the meaning of this event, and we also want to notice the example of Jesus. It’s perhaps the most challenging 
moment when Jesus chose to love first. Let’s read Luke 23, verses 20 through 49. Ask someone to read. 
 

20 
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 

21 
But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! 

Crucify him!”   
22 

For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I 
have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then re-
lease him.”   

23 
But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts 

prevailed. 
24 

So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 
25 

He released the man who had been thrown 
into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 
26 

As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 

27 
A large number of people 

followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 
28 

Jesus turned and said to 
them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 

29 
For 

the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore 
and the breasts that never nursed!’ 

30 
Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the 

hills, “Cover us!”’   
31 

For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is 
dry?”   

32 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 

33 
When they came 

to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. 

34 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And 

they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  
35 

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered 
at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”   
36 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 
37 

and said, “If you are 
the king of the Jews, save yourself.”   

38 
There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the 

king of the Jews.   
39 

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messi-
ah? Save yourself and us!”   

40 
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 

“since you are under the same sentence? 
41 

We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”   

42 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.”   
43 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in para-
dise.”   

44 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the after-

noon, 
45 

for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
46 

Jesus called out 
with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his 
last.  

47 
The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous 

man.” 
48 

When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat 
their breasts and went away. 

49 
But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed 

him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 
Luke 23:20-49 NIV 



READ: Discuss these questions as a group:  
 

• As you hear this passage today, what sticks out to you? 
• What does this passage say about Jesus? 
• W hat does this passage say about us? 

 
READ: Luke 23:34 records one of the most shocking things Jesus ever said: “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.”  Discuss these questions as a group: 
 

1. The people responsible for the crucifixion committed a terrible act against an innocent 
man. How is it that Jesus could pray for their forgiveness?  

2. How can this prayer of Jesus be reconciled with God’s sense of justice? 
3. Since all of us have sinned, and our sin made us enemies of God, what does this prayer of 

Jesus tell us about God’s heart toward us? 
4. Does this prayer of Jesus challenge or encourage you to love your enemies? Why or why 

not? 
5. Loving our enemies does not mean that we allow ourselves to be hurt. We can love our   

enemies while still holding them accountable for their actions. What are some practical 
ways to balance all of these factors? 

 
READ: Based on the passages the story of the crucifixion, let’s determine an action step that God is calling 
us to take. 

 
Choose an action step from this list. 

 
A. Choose someone who has hurt you and pray for that person every day this week. 
A. Every day this week, meditate on the prayer of Jesus to forgive his enemies and apply that 

prayer to yourself. If you already have a relationship with Jesus, thank God that you are loved, 
accepted, and forgiven. If you have never given your life to Jesus, take that step this week. If 
someone in the group takes this step, please share that with one of the ministers at Plum 
Creek. 

B. If you are currently in a situation where someone has a pattern of hurting or abusing you, take 
a step to get help. If someone in the group takes this step and does not know where to turn, 
feel free to refer them to one of the ministers at Plum Creek. 

 
 

WRAPPING UP: 
 
READ: The crucifixion is the most significant demonstration that Jesus has chosen to love first. Let’s close by 
thanking God for His great love, and pray for others to accept His love and forgiveness through Christ. Pray 
out loud for your group, and invite others to pray if they’re willing. 

Before leaving, discuss your plans for the week of Easter. Some Huddles may choose to take a break this 
week, while others may choose to meet. For groups that continue, a discussion guide is provided for week 
five. For all groups, a guide for the new series will be available as we begin a new series called “Don’t Give 
Up” the week of April 11.  



(continued - over) 

GETTING STARTED: 
 
READ: Welcome back! We’ll start this week with a couple of questions. Allow everyone in the group to  
answer. 

1.  What’s one highlight from the past week for you? 
2.  How did things go with last week’s action step? 
 
 

PRACTICE: 
 

READ: This week, we’re wrapping up this series by reading the story of the resurrection. Let’s read John 20:1
-18. Ask someone to read. 
 

1 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 
2 
So she came running to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t 
know where they have put him!” 
3 
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 

4 
Both were running, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5 
He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did 

not go in. 
6 
Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 

strips of linen lying there, 
7 
as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth 

was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 
8 
Finally the other disciple, who had reached the 

tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 
9 
(They still did not understand from Scripture that 

Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
10 

Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
11 

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 
12 

and 
saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the 
foot. 
13 

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”  “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I 
don’t know where they have put him.” 
14 

At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
15 

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
put him, and I will get him.” 
16 

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
17 

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that 
he had said these things to her. 
Acts 2:42-47 NIV 



READ: Discuss these questions as a group:  
 
•   As you hear this passage today, what sticks out to you? 
•   What does this passage say about Jesus? 
•   What does this passage say about us? 

 
 
READ: Let’s read another passage that’s related to this topic. Ask someone to read 1 Peter 1:3-5.  
 

3 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 
and into an  

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 
5 
who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be  
revealed in the last time. 
1 Peter 1:3-5 NIV 

 
 
READ: Discuss these questions as a group:  
 
 1.  Sooner or later, everyone goes through a season of grief. How can these verses be an 
      encouragement to us or to others when we’re grieving? 
 2.  What are some helpful things to say to someone dealing with loss? 
 
 
READ: Based on the passages we just read, let’s determine an action step that God is calling us to take. 
 

Choose an action step from this list. 
 
 A. Choose a person or family you know who is hurting or grieving right now, and pray for that 
  person every day this week. 
 B. Reach out to encourage a person or family who’s hurting or grieving, through a card, a  
  conversation, or a visit. 
 C. Write out a prayer thanking God for the hope of the resurrection, and ask Him to help you hold 
  onto that hope on a daily basis. 

 
 

WRAPPING UP: 
 
READ: We’ve reached the end of our “Love First” series. Let’s pray for each other and our church, that God 
will enable us to follow through on our commitments. Pray that we will bring glory to God by loving others well 
and leading people to a life-changing relationship with Jesus. Pray out loud for your group, and invite others 
to pray if they’re willing. 
 
Before leaving, let everyone know that Huddles will continue as begin a series called “Don’t Give Up.” In this 
series, we’ll focus on our family relationships in the home and the church, and we’ll seek God’s help in  
making those relationships as healthy as possible. 


