
Dear Friends of Saint Andrew, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy as you continue to shelter in place and 
observe good rules for hygiene and social distancing during these extraordinary times. 
While we are all looking forward to the reopening of corporate worship and activities at the 
church, your pastors and session are committed to doing so in a safe and responsible way 
so that no one becomes sick or contributes to the spread of the coronavirus. With that in 
mind, I want to share with you the recent decisions of the session of Saint Andrew 
Presbyterian Church regarding a return to worship. 
 
First of all, the session delegated the task of formulating a plan for reopening the church for 
worship to the worship committee with additional people added who possessed medical 
and children’s Christian Education expertise. This committee researched recommendations 
from the Presbytery, the Virginia Department of Health, the CDC, and the church’s 
insurance company to devise their plan. In addition, the committee composed two surveys 
to canvass the congregation in order to determine how eager they were to return to public 
worship and under what conditions they would be most willing to attend. The most recent 
survey revealed that only about 30% of the congregation was willing to return to public 
worship under the present conditions while 50% preferred to wait and continue viewing the 
worship services online. Another 20% indicated they would be unable to return to public 
worship for the foreseeable future due to health risks. There was moderate to high interest 
in worshipping in the outdoor chapel and a fair amount of interest in worshipping in 
individual cars. A majority of families with children indicated they were not willing to bring 
their children to the church at this time.  
 
With the information made available to the worship/reopening committee, they prayerfully 
made the following recommendations which the session adopted as a plan for reopening 
the church at a called meeting of the session held June 4, 2020. The guidelines that were 
approved by the session are as follows: 
 

1) Beginning June 14 and every Sunday for the foreseeable future, the Outdoor Chapel 
will host in person, Sunday services. This service will be limited to ½ of the 80 person 
capacity of the Chapel. Therefore, 35 persons may attend since there are 5 or so 
worship leaders. Attendees will need to make a reservation to attend the service by 
using the form on our web site or by calling or emailing the church office. 

2) Worship service recordings will continue to be posted on our YouTube channel and 
Facebook page for those who need, or prefer, to continue worshiping online. We are 
working out how the posting schedule will need to be adjusted. 

3) Saint Andrew will observe the following safety protocols for in-person worship:  
a. Cloth/disposable face coverings are required.  



b. Use of hand sanitizer prior to entering the worship space is required (Hand 
sanitizer will be available at the entry of the Outdoor Chapel). 

c. Family units will be seated at least 6 feet apart. 
d. Physical bulletins and other worship aids will not be provided. We will make 

use of technological alternatives, but recommend members bring their own 
Bibles and print hard copies of the bulletin at home. 

e. Corporate singing will be allowed in the Outdoor Chapel, with face coverings 
in place. 

f. Dismissal will be done by rows beginning with the rows in the back of the 
Chapel. 

g. The Church building will remain closed; restrooms will not be available. 
h. There will be no other Sunday morning activities aside from worship, there 

will be no in person communion, or other practices that lead to physical 
interaction (fellowship food, passing the peace, receiving line, offering plates, 
etc.) Tithes and offerings can be placed in the drop box we will have at the 
entrance to worship, or mailed to the church, or given online. 

i. Funeral services may be held in the sanctuary provided the same guidelines 
and regulations for worshiping in the outdoor chapel are observed. 

j. The hand bell choir may begin to practice in the Fellowship Hall as long as the 
same guidelines and regulations for the outdoor chapel are observed.  

 
It should also be mentioned that we are awaiting the arrival of an FM transmitter that will 
allow you to tune in to worship audio from your car parked in the church parking lot. This is 
a work in progress but will provide an additional opportunity for those who do not feel safe 
joining a large gathering. The worship/reopening committee also encourages family groups 
(up to 8-10) to gather together in “house churches” to view prerecorded videos of our 
worship services. This is a return to the model of the early church and a way we can safely 
worship together in our own homes. I want to thank Pastor Dave, our technicians, and 
musicians who have contributed to the quality of our video recorded worship services. We 
encourage you to continue to view these services during this time of social distancing. It is 
our hope that we can continue to video record our services for those worshippers unable to 
attend in person even after the COVID-19 pandemic is over.  
 
Again, let me remind you that we remain the church even if we are unable to worship inside 
the church building. Soon, we will be able to worship, teach, fellowship, and serve together, 
but returning to these activities too soon could prove to be a foolish undertaking. We’re in 
this together and with God’s help together we will prevail. The psalmist writes, “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1) Let us trust in the Lord 
who will see us through this crisis and bring us back together to worship and serve the Lord.  
 

Joy in Christ,  
Pastor Jim  


