
To our Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church Family and Friends, 
Grace and peace to all of you during this unsettling and unprecedented time in our 
country and world. As many of us are still adapting to our uncertainty about the 
future, I am mindful of the words of a favorite hymn: 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God our Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be. 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
May we continue to sing of God’s faithfulness in the days and weeks ahead. 
 
The session of Saint Andrew met last night and discussed, among our other 
regular business, our appropriate response as a church to the rapidly spreading 
coronavirus. With much prayer and discernment, and out of our deep concern for 
the well-being of our church and community, these will be our next steps together: 

  

 Beginning today, Monday March 16, 2020 we have suspended all 
in-person church programs, events, choir and fellowship 
activities, small groups, and Bible studies. Please do not enter 
the church facility unless absolutely necessary, and please alert 
the session or one of the pastors if you do so. Community support 
groups are still welcome to use designated spaces at their own discretion, 
and regular cleaning/sanitizing of those spaces will continue. 

 SAPC will not gather for worship face to face for the next two 
Sundays. Modified worship services for Sunday, March 22 and 
March 29, will be available online. We will provide links for 
participation later this week once we determine what 
technologies will work best for this. 

 The session will monitor developments and meet again on March 29 to 
update our approach as necessary. 

 The Saint Andrew Preschool board has also elected to follow public schools 
in closing the preschool for the next two weeks.  

 

While we are doing all we can to keep COVID-19/coronavirus from spreading, we 
know that people still need to connect, and to draw on their faith community for 
strength and support. As a church, may we continue to provide that in creative, 
loving, and imaginative ways. 
 



Committee meetings and study groups will not be held in person at the church, but 
that does not mean they have to stop. There are many free teleconferencing tools 
available, and we are happy to help assist your group in learning how to employ 
one of them. Discipleship and service remain as important as ever! 
 
We are aware of the particular fear and confusion children may feel at this time – 
their routines are being upended by something they don’t fully understand. We are 
working on resources to provide parents to help in discussion and education. We 
will email again when these are available. Until then, please reassure your young 
ones that you are keeping them safe, and they have an important job to do in 
keeping others safe through their good hygiene and social distancing. 
 
As we continue on this Lenten journey unlike any other, please remember to check 
on neighbors, friends, and church members. May we be the body of Christ to one 
another and the most vulnerable in our community as much now as ever. 
Communication, support, and reassurance are vital.  
 

 Our elders and deacons will make special efforts to stay connected with you 
by phone throughout these next few weeks. Please submit any updated 
contact information you have to shelley@sapclynchburg.org. 

 You can continue to reach our staff through their emails and cell phones. 
While face to face pastoral visitation will necessarily be limited to extreme 
emergencies right now, we absolutely want to stay in touch in other ways! 

 You can share prayer requests to be included in the spoken prayers of 
the people during the online worship service. Please email any prayer 
requests to office@sapclynchburg.org before 6:00pm on Saturday. 

 Our stewardship team encourages you not to forget the church’s financial 
obligations and responsibilities that continue even now. We are adapting as 
quickly as possible and hope to offer online giving soon. Until then, 
contributions can still be made by mailing checks or contacting your bank. 

 
Again, the session has called a special meeting on March 29 to address the 
church’s continuing needs and opportunities at that point. If you have any 
questions or suggestions, please get in touch. Let us continue to pray for the sick, 
medical and public officials, and all the vulnerable who live in fear. 
 
Friends, while this time calls for much courage and responsibility, may it also 
bring out the very best in us as a people of God. I remain grateful for our members, 
amazing staff, and the leadership of the session in such a time as this. 
 
On behalf of the staff and session, may God bless and keep you. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave  

 


