
“For All the Saints” 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing.  (John 15:5) 
 

Everyone has a favorite season of the year.  For some, spring is 
their favorite and it’s easy to understand why.  Spring is a time of 
new beginnings.  Trees begin to bud, flowers start to bloom and the 
barrenness of winter is transformed into new life.  My wife will tell 
you that autumn is her favorite season of the year.  She appreciates 
the coolness in the air, the spectacular array of autumn colors, and 
football.   

For me, it’s summer.  Summer just seems to radiate fun.  It’s time 
at the beach, swimming at the pool, family reunions and picnics at 
the park.  It’s a time for picking strawberries and early peaches and 
tomatoes and “yes,” botanists will tell you that tomatoes are 
classified as fruit.  My children gave me four fruit trees for my 
birthday, two apple trees and two cherry trees.  I planted them at 
our new home in Stephens City, Virginia.  It’s been great fun 
planting, watering, and watching them grow. 

According to Jesus, you and I and all of his disciples are to bear fruit 
but not the kind of fruit you eat.  The fruit Jesus refers to can be 
summed up in one word, “love.”  He explains to his disciples that if 
they keep his commandments, they abide in his love.  And, in 
John’s gospel, Jesus’ commandments are all about love.  Jesus 
explains, “This is my commandment that you love one another as I 
have loved you. (John 15:12).” 



In recent weeks we have witnessed a world full of hate, injustice, 
intolerance, and inequality.  In the midst of this evil, Jesus calls us 
to love one another as Jesus loved us and gave his life for us.  In a 
world that tolerates brutality, hunger, illiteracy, and lack of health 
care, we are called to make a difference in the world through acts 
of love or should I say “bearing fruit.”  But we cannot do this 
without God’s help.  Jesus beckons us to stay connected to him, 
listening to him, and following his commandment to love.   Jesus is 
the vine and we are the branches.  If we stay connected to him and 
live in his love, as Christians, we have no other choice but to love 
others.  This is what it means to be a disciple and to bear much 
fruit.  And this kind of fruit is good all year long.             

Shalom, Pastor Jim  

 


