
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3 
Ecclesiastes 1:16-2:26 
 
For a simpler devotion time or group check-in questions – you can skip to the general 
Life Application Questions at the end. 
 
For a deeper dive, you can work through the more detailed study questions and use 
the questions at the end as a kind of reflective summary on the passage. 
 
In Ecclesiastes 1:16-18, the Teacher begins his grand experiment by exploring wisdom 
and understanding as a pathway to fulfillment. 
 
Q. What are his conclusions? 
Q. In what ways have you seen that gaining knowledge has increased sorrow and grief? 
Q. What are the limitations of wisdom and intellectual pursuits in producing fulfillment in our lives? 
 
In Ecclesiastes 2:1-3, the Teacher explores what, if any, profit can be gained, what 
“good” can be found from pursuing pleasure – not necessarily forbidden or guilty 
pleasure – but really just looking for fun and enjoyment. 
 
Q. What are his conclusions? 
Q. When is laughter foolish? Why is it “madness” to laugh at life as if everything is funny? 
Q. What do you think is the answer to his question, “What does pleasure accomplish?” 
 
 
 

 



In Ecclesiastes 2:4-11, the Teacher explores the world of materialism, wealth, and 
possessions. 
 
Q. What are his conclusions? 
Q. What do you think is the relationship between all these possessions and accomplishments and the 
Teacher’s sense of “personal greatness” in the world? 
Q. Why do you think there was no fulfillment in all of this “success” for the Teacher?  
 
 
In Ecclesiastes 2:12-16, the Teacher reviews his grand experiment and all that he had 
done. 
 
Q. Why does he say that wisdom is better than folly? 
Q. What is it that, yet, makes even wisdom futile in leading to genuine fulfillment in life? 
Q. In what ways is death the ultimate statement of our human limitations and the futility of expecting 
to “gain” anything from life under the sun? 
 
In Ecclesiastes 2:17-23, the Teacher uses the Hebrew word “hebel” (“meaningless,” or 
“futility”) four times to emphasize the sorrow, grief, and despair that comes from a life 
lived in the pursuit of gain, profit, and fulfillment. 
 
Q. What is his assessment of this lifestyle in vv. 22-23? 
Q. Who is the real beneficiary of someone’s lifetime of work and toil? 
Q. Why do you work and labor each day at what you do? 
Q. What do you hope for or expect to gain as a “return” for your own labor and toil in life? 
Q. Do you ever feel like the Teacher – hating life, hating work, stuck in the drudgery, not sleeping well, 
wondering if it’s worth the pain and effort? 
 
In Ecclesiastes 2:24-26, the Teacher suddenly flips the switch and uses the Hebrew word 
“tov” (“good,” or “beautiful,” or “working the way it was created to”) four times. In the 
NIV translation the word “tov” is translated as the words, “better, satisfaction, and 
pleases.”  
 
Q. According to the Teacher, what is the “better” path, or the “good” path that can be taken? 
Q. Why is this path one that might actually lead to an experience of fulfillment in life? 
Q. According to verse 25, what is the “key” to finding enjoyment? 
Q. In retrospect, in what ways has Ecclesiastes been describing those who seek to live their lives 
without God? 
Q. If enjoyment of life comes only as a gift from God, how might that change your expectations about 
what can be “gained” from pursuing fulfillment in your own strength? 
 
Consider these words of Jesus and the New Testament: 
Matthew 6:19-24; Mathew 16:25; Philippians 1:20-22; 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
Q. In what ways are the lessons of Ecclesiastes a foreshadowing of the good news that Jesus reveals? 



Q. How is Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection and the free gift of salvation in him, a confirmation from 
God of the truth that Ecclesiastes uncovers for us? 
 
Personal Application 
Q. How is the Teacher’s experiment reflected in your own life?  
Q. Where are you working hardest to find happiness and fulfillment – through wisdom and 
understanding? through recreation, pleasure, and fun? through projects, productivity, and increasing 
wealth? All of the above!? 
Q. How satisfied are you with the way your life is today? If you are not very satisfied, do you think you 
will be satisfied if you find something more? Why or why not? 
Q. In what ways might you begin to give up the pursuit of happiness and simply learn to receive it as a 
gift from God – no matter the circumstances? 
 

Life Application Questions 

• What have you learned about God in this passage? 

• What stood out to you the most? 

• What was most relevant to your life today? 

• Where do you think God may be leading you as a result of what you heard? 

• Is there anything God is asking you to do as a result of this message? 
 


