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Get ready to Press Play on your Very Best Summer! 
 
Thank you for allowing this summer to be one where you don’t press pause but press play on a 
one-day VBS filled with memories, lessons, relationships, and fun. This playbook will help you do 
it in a way that will change your kids’ memory of this summer forever. Our hope is that every 
guest who attends your Backyard Bash will be personally impacted in a positive way this summer 
— that God would stir something in their hearts that would change them forever.  
 
The best part is - the experience and relationships don’t end just because the party did. 
As you continue to live in the same neighborhood and spend time with the families you’ve 
included in your Backyard Bash, the light of Jesus will continue to shine!  
 
 

How to use this Playbook: 
 
We’ve provided activities to include in your Backyard Bash which will teach your guests 
foundational truths to begin understanding that they can have confidence because of Jesus. 
Those truths are: 

• I can have confidence because I am known (Jesus as the Good Shepherd) 

• I can have confidence because I belong (The disciples “fish for men”) 

• I can have confidence because I am forgiven (Zacchaeus is forgiven by Jesus - Gospel 
Message) 

• I can have confidence because I can change (2 Corinthians 5:17 – A New Creation) 
 

Each section will include the following: 

• Pause & Pray – a short devotion and prayer. This section is for the hosts only. We 
encourage you to take some time before the event to read the devotions and pray that 
the Holy Spirit will work in the lives of the children and families who will participate in 
your Backyard Bash.  

• Prep Ahead – Supplies needed for the activities in that section. Items in red are those that 
are provided in your Backyard Bash Kit. 

• Purpose - the lesson behind the activities. Talking points are available to share with your 
guests. Please read these sections ahead of time. These are just things to talk about during 
or after the activities - you don’t need to read the section to your guests. 

• Let’s Play - directions for each activity in the section. These activities are all optional. 
Choose one or all, depending on how much time you have and how many guests are 
attending your party. 

 
Take some time to plan your Backyard Bash according to the age and number of guests joining 
you. Prepare supplies ahead of time and remember that you can find additional resources and 
support at www.faithcovsumner/vbs2021. 
 
 
In your service, 
The Faith Cov KidMin Team 

 

http://www.faithcovsumner/vbs2021


 
I can have confidence because I am known.  

 

Pause & Pray 
After Jesus told the parable of the lost sheep (Matthew 18:10-14), He explained what it meant. 
God does not look at one person and say, ‘This person is more important than anyone else. She’s 
the greatest in My kingdom.’ In the same way, He doesn’t look at another person and say, ‘This 
person is not important. He is the least in My kingdom.’ Every single person—even the littlest 
child—is important to God. He does not want even one single person to be lost.”  
 
God, I know that you love me because your word says so. I am fully known by you. Thank you for 
creating me just as I am. Please help me let others know that you have made them unique and 
wonderful, as well. Amen. 
 
 

Prep Ahead 
Bubble Art 

• Store-bought or Homemade Bubble solution* 

• Food coloring 

• Small bowls 

• White card stock 

• Bubble wands 
Penny Spinners 

• Cardboard circles (one for each child) 

• Markers 

• Hot glue 

• Pennies 

• X-Acto Knife  
Where Are My Sheep? 

• Cones, chairs or other items to mark off the playing area 

• Bandana (blindfold) 
 

* Homemade Bubble Solution 
Measure 6 cups of water into one container, then pour 1 cup of dish soap into the water and 
slowly stir until the soap is mixed in. Try not to let foam or bubbles form while you stir. 
Measure 1/4 cup of corn syrup and add it to the container. 
 
 

Purpose 
These activities help kids to see that, just as their projects are unique, they are uniquely and 
wonderfully made. We can celebrate how God has created each of one of us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Talking Points: The Bible calls Jesus the Good Shepherd. And just like a shepherd knows each and 
every one of his sheep, Jesus knows YOU! He knows the things you like and don’t like; He knows  
the things you do well and the things that are hard for you; and He knows the things that make 
you sad and the things that make you happy.  

- Jesus knows everything about you, and He loves you!  
- How does it feel to know that Jesus KNOWS YOU?  
- Can knowing that Jesus knows you help you be brave and confident?  
- When you know that Jesus knows you and loves you, you can be confident.  

 
TRUE confidence is this: It’s learning to see yourself the way GOD sees you. 
Jesus knows you—and you can get to know HIM by reading the Bible. A great place to   
start is in the New Testament, like the book of John. You can ask someone to read it to 
you, or you can read it for yourself. You could even make a playlist of your favorite songs 
that remind you what Jesus has done for you. That’s a great way to remember that your 
confidence comes from Him! 

 
 
Let’s Play! 
 
Bubble Art 

• Pour a small amount of bubble solution into 4 or 5 
cups or bowls.  

• Add about 5 drops of food coloring to each cup or 
bowl, making each one a different color. 

• Stir your bubbles well.  

• Invite your guests to lay their paper onto the grass 
or sidewalk, dip their bubble wand into the colored 
bubbles and blow onto their cardstock.   

 
 
 

 
Penny Spinners 

• Use an X-Acto knife to make a slit in the center of each    
coaster, just long enough for a penny to fit snuggly (adult’s 
job!). 

 Encourage your guests to color the coasters with a design. 

• Attach the penny to the spinner by hot gluing it on the 
underside of the top. 

• You can have a contest to which “top” will spin the 
longest. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Where Are My Sheep? (Outdoor activity) 

• Play a lost sheep version of “Marco Polo.” 

• Mark off an area that everyone must stay inside. 

• Direct one guest to stand in the middle of the area as the shepherd.  

• Blindfold the shepherd. 

• The object of the game is for the shepherd to “find” all their sheep by touching them.  

• Instruct the shepherd to call out, “Where are my sheep?”  

• The sheep must say, “BAA,” each time to lead the shepherd to them.  

• Once all sheep are “found,” choose another guest to be the shepherd.  

• Play until all your guests have had a turn being the shepherd.  
 

 
 

I can have confidence because I belong.  

 

Pause & Pray 
Read Luke 5:1-11. After Simon and the other fisherman caught SO MANY fish, Simon KNEW that 
Jesus is God. He knew that ONLY GOD could help them catch that many fish. And when Simon 
realized that Jesus is God’s Son, he was scared. But Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid. From now on you 
will fish for people” (Luke 5:10, NIrV). We want people to know that God has a plan and a purpose 
for them, and one of the most important things they can do is to tell others about Jesus.  
 
Thank you, God, for reminding me that you have a plan and purpose for my life, one that you 
made me capable of living out. It may not be easy, and it may not be fun, but your plan is always 
good. Please help me make a difference by telling others about your love and making sure they 
know just how important they are to your bigger story. Amen. 
 

 
Prep Ahead 
Follow the Leader 

• None 
Gummy Worm Stretch 

• Bag of Gummy Worms 
Cup Challenge 

• Yarn 

• Rubber Bands 
• Solo cups 

 
 

Purpose 
These activities are meant to give your guests a sense of the similarities between them. Your 
guests will also have an opportunity to work together in order to demonstrate how wonderful 
the body of Christ (all His believers working together) is. 



Talking points: Jesus had many friends who were fishermen. He wanted them to know that they 
BELONGED with Him. He wanted them to have CONFIDENCE that He had a special plan for their 
lives. Jesus has a special plan for YOUR life too! And Jesus wants you to BELONG with Him.  Jesus 
really is the best Friend you could ever have. You never have to wonder if you belong, because 
you ALWAYS belong to Him. He is always there for you. He loves you so much that He gave His 
life on the cross FOR you! 

Hopefully there are lots of places you feel like you belong—at home, at church, at school, 
on your sports team, in your theater group, or just hanging out with your best buddies. 
This is a really good question to think about: Where do you feel like you belong? 

 
I’m so thankful that even if I didn’t feel like I belonged anywhere else, I will always belong 
to Jesus. Maybe later, when you have some time to talk with your family, you could ask 
someone who believes in Jesus about the time they decided to be friends with Him. I bet 
it would really be interesting to hear how they chose to follow Him with their whole life! 
 
 

Let’s Play! 
 
Follow the Leader 

• Choose who will be the leader. All the other guests playing will line up behind 
the leader in a single file line. 

• The goal is to try and follow everything the leader does.   

• The leader leads the group any direction they want and tries to make up funny 
things for everyone to do after them. Skip, turn in circles, summersault, crab 
walk etc.  

• Set time limits so every guest gets a chance to be the leader. 

 
Gummy Worm Stretch 

• In this game, the goal is for partners to have the most stretched-out gummy worm 
without breaking it.  

• Line kids up in pairs, facing each other. 

• Give each pair one gummy worm. 

• Instruct the pairs to begin walking backwards from each other, stretching the gummy 
worm. 

• Check your results with a ruler or tape measure. 

• This can be a fun family event if you don’t have a group of children. 
 
Talking points: Worms are attractive to fish. What are some things that are attractive to people? 
What things does the world go fishing for? What are we to fish for as Christians? How is telling 
others about Jesus similar to fishing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Cup Challenge 

• Tie four pieces of yarn to a rubber band. We’ve included 
two colors of yarn if you have enough guests for two 
teams. 

• Each guest will hold one string.  

• To begin, three cups will be placed upside down with one 
cup right side up on top of the previously placed cups.  

• The goal of the activity is to use the rubber band “tool” to 
pick up and rearrange the cups in a pyramid – three cups 
on the bottom, two cups in the middle and one on top. 

• If you have two teams, they can compete to see which 
team finishes first.  

• If you have a small group, they compete against their best 
time. 

 

 
I can have confidence because I am forgiven.  
 
Pause & Pray 
Read Luke 19:1-10. We don’t have to wonder how God feels about us. We know that He 
knows us! We know that we belong. We know how much He cares about us because we 
can see the way His Son, Jesus, treated people when He was on Earth.  
 
The gospel (the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection) tells the truth about who we 
are and about who God is no matter where we are in our story. It is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. Even when you don’t understand it, even when it doesn’t yet make sense, even when life is 
hard, even when life is good. The gospel is always good news. And everybody needs good news. 
 
God, Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see without being seen. I have a screen and an internet 
to do the same. I can begin with a desire to see something of your son, Jesus, without 
being challenged, but quickly become aware that Jesus is looking right back at me, loving 
me more than I feel I deserve to be loved, inviting himself into my hidden world.  
Please help me to show others how your life, death and resurrection can change their 
entire lives. Holy Spirit, do the work ahead of time in those that I share your story with.  
 

 
Prep Ahead 
Salvation Story 

• The God’s Story: The Good News video can be found at 
https://faithcovsumner.com/vbs2021 

 
 
 
 

https://faithcovsumner.com/vbs2021


 
 
Treasure Hunt (optional) 

• A gold coin  

• A rock, painted black  

• Money (a dollar bill or play money) 

• White-out or an eraser  

• A baby doll or baby stuffed animal  

• A photo or drawing of a house  
 
 

Purpose 
This is the core of your Backyard Bash activities. Our goal is that every guest who joins you will 
hear the gospel story and be given the opportunity to respond. You can show the God’s Story: 
The Good News video on a tv screen or get fancy – throw a sheet up in the backyard and use a 
projector to show it movie style, complete with popcorn and other movie treats. 
 
Talking points: After showing the video, briefly share the story of Zacchaeus.  
Can you imagine how Zacchaeus must have felt when he knew that Jesus wanted to be 
his friend? Zacchaeus completely turned his life around when he understood how much 
Jesus loved him! And then can you imagine how Zacchaeus must have felt when he knew 
that Jesus had FORGIVEN him? This is a good question for all of us to think about:  
What does it feel like to be forgiven? 

 
All of us have done things that we know are wrong. But we can still have a close 
relationship with Jesus when we believe and put our faith in Him. We know for SURE that 
He will forgive us. 

 
 
Let’s Play! – optional activity 
 
Treasure Hunt 

• Before guests arrive, hide the items outdoors or around the room. 

• Divide your guests into teams and give each team a list of things they need to find 
outdoors or around the room. For a small group, have the guests work together to find 
the objects. 

• Once all the objects have been found, use them to explain the gospel in simple terms 
(each object has something to do with the gospel).  

- A gold coin (God’s perfection, heaven) 
- A black piece of coal (our sin stains us) 
- Money (Jesus paid the price) 
- White-out or an eraser (God erases our sin!) 
- A baby doll or baby stuffed animal (we are a new creation after accepting Christ) 
- A photo or drawing on a house (God prepares a place for us in Heaven) 

 
 

 



 

Talking points: Did you know that everyone sins and does wrong things. But just like Jesus forgave 
Zacchaeus, if you ask Him, God will forgive you of the wrong things you do. Our sin puts distance 
between us and God. That’s why God sent His Son—to bring you closer to Him. Jesus came to 
earth and gave up His life so you can have a relationship with God and be His close friend.  

God sent Jesus for a very important reason. 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in 
him will not die but will have eternal life. (John 3:16, NIrV) 
 

Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for our sins—for the wrong things we’ve done. 
When Jesus died, He took all of our sin on Himself. He made a way for us to be forgiven. 
If you believe and trust that Jesus died on the cross for YOU, then you have an amazing 
promise. You have the promise of a relationship with God that will last forever. And that 
will change the way you live every day. It will help you live with confidence, because you 
know that the things you’ve done wrong will never come between you and God.  
 
So, if you mess up, talk to God about it. He loves you. He WILL forgive you. He’ll give you 
a fresh start, every time. If you’ve never put your faith in Jesus before, or if you’re not 
sure, then talk to someone about it! Talk to your mom or dad, or another relative who 
you know has put their faith in Jesus. Believing in Jesus is the most important decision 
you could ever make! 
 
Sample Salvation Prayer:  
Jesus – I know that you made me and want me to obey you with all my heart. I know I have 
disobeyed and wanted to be my own boss. I have thought and done things that are opposite of 
what you want me to think and do. I am sorry. I know that you gave up your life to save me from 
these sins and give me a relationship with God forever. Please forgive me for my sins, God, and 
give me the gift of being in heaven with you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
 

I can have confidence because I can change.  
 

Pause & Pray 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. We can change a lot of things about ourselves: our clothes, our hairstyle, 
even what foods we decide we like or don’t like each day. When it comes to changing our hearts, 
though, only Jesus can do that! Only Jesus has the ability to change us from the inside—just as 
He changed Zacchaeus’ heart. We can have confidence because Jesus changes us.  
 
God, If it wasn’t for your grace and mercy I don’t know where would I be. I want to thank you for 
all that you have done and are doing in my life. I thank you for guiding me the right direction. I 
can trust that your Holy Spirit will continue to work in me, guiding me and showing me how to 
love like you love. Please help me show others how knowing you has changed me for the better. 
Amen.  
 
 



 
Prep Ahead 
Party Dip 

• Bag of pretzels or plain potato or corn chips 

• An assortment of savory & sweet condiments (i.e., ketchup, mustard, mayo, relish, ranch 
dressing, dried herbs/spices, soy sauce, salsa, chocolate syrup, canned frosting, 
marshmallow fluff, sprinkles, pie filling (You don’t need all these things, but pick your 
favorites – whatever you have on hand.)  

• Small bowls & spoons 
Quick Change 

• Two laundry baskets  

• Identical pieces of clothing for each basket: jacket, shirt, shorts, socks, etc. 

• Something to mark the starting line and the finish line 
 
 

Purpose 
These activities give kids a great example of change, especially the lasting change that knowing 
Jesus can bring. The Party Dip activity is powerful because you can’t undo the culinary creation 
each child creates. Once we know the truth of the gospel message and accept Jesus as Lord and 
Savior, we will never be the same again.  
 

 
Let’s Play! 

Party Dip 
• Set out the savory and sweet condiments on a table and give each guest a bowl.  
• Provide spoons for condiments that aren’t in a squeeze bottle. 
• Open your Bible or Bible app and read 2 Corinthians 5:17.  
• Ask your guests what they think “a new creation” means?  
• Invite your guests to make a new creation by choosing a few items to mix together to 

create a new dip.  
• Encourage your guests to be creative but remind them that they are going to be tasting 

their creation. 
• When their dip is ready, break out the pretzels or chips and let them taste test their new 

creation.  
 
Talking points: How does your dip taste?  Did you know that your dip can’t be “unmade” or 
taken apart? Even if we put it in a giant separator machine in a lab, these ingredients are fused 
together. If you mixed together mayo and chocolate syrup, nothing can take them apart. They 
can never be separate again.  
 
The verse we looked up earlier says, “When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has come. 
The old is gone! The new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17, NIrV). That’s a big change! It’s 
permanent, like the dip you made. While the guests are eating, ask: 

- Have you ever had a big change in your attitudes, habits, or actions? What was that like?  
- There’s a difference between changing your actions and changing your heart. What do 

you think the difference is?  Which one lasts longer? 
 



 
Quick Change (indoor or outdoor game)  

• Set up a starting line and a finish line for a relay race. 

• Put the baskets of clothing at one end of the environment. 

• Instruct your guests to line up on the other end of your environment. 

• Explain that the first person in line will race to the basket, put on all the clothes, then 
run back to the next person in line.  

• The guest who has put the clothes on is to quickly take the clothes off and help the 
next guest put them on.  

• That guest is to race back to the basket, take off the clothes, put the clothes in the 
basket, and run back to tag the next guest. 

• The next guest is to run to the basket, put on the clothes, run back to the line, and give 
the next guest in line the clothes.  

• Direct the guests to continue the relay until everyone has had a chance to do a quick 
change.  

• If you have a small number of participants, invite them to compete to see who can do 
a quick change the fastest. 

 

 
I can have confidence because I can make a difference by 
loving others.  

 

Pause & Pray 
John 15:12 records Jesus saying, “My command is this; Love each other as I have loved you. “ 
Once you understand what God has done for you because He loves you, you are commanded to 
love others. God wants you to love others because when you do, they get to experience God’s 
love through you. We hope your guests will go home from your Backyard Bash with an idea of 
how to share God’s love with others. 

God, you have commanded me to love others the way that you love me. Open my eyes to the 
ways I can share your love today. Help me to encourage my guests to do the same. Amen. 

 
Prep Ahead 
Secret Service Project 

• 99 Simple Acts of Kindness for Kids  

• Secret Service ½ sheet (one for each guest) 

• Pens or Pencils 
 
 

Purpose 
At the end of your event, your guests will be able to make a plan for how they are going to show 
God’s love to others. This is a way for your guests to take home a piece of what they’ve learned. 
 

 



 

 
Secret Service Project 

• Give each guests a Secret Service ½ sheet. 

• Go over some or all of the ideas from the 99 Simple Acts of Kindness for Kids 

• Encourage your guests to share any additional ideas. 

• Each guest will make a plan for how they are going to share God’s love with someone 
else. They can write it or draw it on their paper. 

• Show your guests some love by sending them home with a small party favor. Attach a 
Thank You sticker on their gift.  

 
Talking points: Do you know someone who needs to feel loved? Maybe you have 
someone in your life who annoys you. Or maybe someone is mean to you and ignores 
you. Maybe you know someone who is constantly excluded and feels left out. Even 
though it might be scary to find ways to show love to them, it’s important to remember 
that God is with you and He will show you what to do.  
 
We can love others because we know what it’s like to experience God’s love for 
ourselves. Here’s our question to think about today: How can you make a difference? 

- We can tell others about Jesus.  
- We can share what a difference He’s made in our lives.  
- We can love someone by being a friend and listening when they’re having a 

tough day. 
- We can defend someone when we hear others speaking badly about them.  
- We can use encouraging words to build someone up and make them feel like 

they matter. 

 

Thank you for having the confidence to host a Backyard Bash. You are making the 
BIGGEST difference in the lives of your guests. 

Have the Very Best Summer! 

 
 
 
Resources Used: 

- OrangeVBS.com – Adapted by Faith Covenant Church 
- Lectio 365 App – 4.16.2021 Love the World: Justice 
- Myhomebasedlife.com  
- Frugalfun4boys.com  
- Crossroads Kids Club - YouTube 
- Teachsundayschool.com 
- Article by Christie Penner Worden on Ministryspark.com – Simple Language for  

Explaining the Gospel: Very Good News. 

 


