
ADVENT WEEK 4 

Why Are Some Candles Colored and 
Some Are Not? 

 

Often all the candles are white. Sometimes, 
the four outer candles are red and the center 
candle white. Traditionally, three of the 
candles are purple because the color violet 
is a liturgical (i.e. something used in worship) 
color that signifies a time of prayer, penance, 
and sacrifice. One candle, the third candle, is 
pink because its theme is joy and pink, or 
rose, is the liturgical color for joy. The fifth 
candle is white and is placed in the middle of 
the wreath. As the “Christ Candle” white 
represents purity—because Christ is our 
sinless, pure Savior – the spotless lamb of 
God. 
 

Again, there is no one right way to celebrate Advent.  
 

We should all feel free to bring our own creative inspiration and do whatever we 
can to make the Advent Devotion something special and meaningful for us. The 
more important question is whether our experience celebrating the Advent 
Devotion will lead us to a deeper love for Jesus. Being creative, having fun, and 
incorporating the whole family are important ways that we can help make Advent 
more than just a “religious ritual” that we do at Christmas. By allowing it to 
become an intentional “pause” in the midst of our busy lives and a time to reflect, 
remember, and to pray, Advent Devotions can become a meaningful part of our 
yearly traditions that seek to make the holiday season a holy day season for the 
whole family. 
 

May your Christmas season be truly blessed with a growing 
love for Jesus, in your life, in your family, and in our church 

community this year as we anticipate the Advent of the 
Messiah in the birth of Jesus, who came to give his life as the 

Savior of the world. 
 


