
ADVENT WEEK 3 

Advent Readings & Candles 

The weekly Advent readings and themes vary 
among different traditions and churches. Some 
focus exclusively on prophetic passages from 
the book of Isaiah in the Old Testament. Others 
include portions of the Christmas story in the 
New Testament. Many mix-and-match various 
texts in order to focus on a particular theme each 
week. 
 

Generally, the weekly themes fall into these 
categories: 

Candle 1: Hope or Promise – “The Prophets Candle” 

The prophets of the Old Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the 
Messiah’s arrival, his “advent,” and recorded for us God’s promise to send a 
Savior for the whole world.  
 

Candle 2: Faith or Preparation – “Bethlehem’s Candle” 

The prophet Micah had foretold that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem 
(Micah 5:20) which is also the birthplace of King David; and we remember 
Joseph and Mary’s journey to Bethlehem where Jesus would be born as 
predicted. 
 

Candle 3: Joy – "The Shepherd’s Candle"  
To the shepherds’ great joy, the angels announced that Jesus came for humble, 
unimportant people like them, too. We also celebrate this “good news” which is 
“of great joy for all people” (Luke 2:8-12). 
 

Candle 4: Peace  - "The Angels’ Candle."  
The angels announced that Jesus came to bring peace on earth. He came to 
bring people close to God and to each other again. It remembers the 
pronouncement from God, through the angels, of “peace on earth, good will 
toward mankind” (Luke 2:13-20). 
 

Candle 5: Light or Purity – “Christ’s Candle” 

The Christ candle represents the light and purity of Jesus and celebrates his 
coming, his “advent,” as the light of the world. Placed in the middle of the wreath 
and lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, this candle’s color white is for 
purity—because Christ is our sinless, pure Savior – the spotless “lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 


