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Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
 
 

Dearly beloved family and friends of Alaska Baptist Church 
 
Well, we are now in week ten of the COVID-19 “Stay-home-stay-safe” quarantine, but there is a light 
at the end of the tunnel! 

 
Last night I met with the deacons and Dion to discuss reopening the church. After discussing the 
issues and concerns people have, we developed a list of safety measures we believe are responsible 
and for the time being necessary for us to consider reopening the church for Sunday Worship 
Services.  

 
The following fifteen points represents our current consensus: 
 
1. ABC is tentatively planning on reconvening for Sunday Morning Worship only, beginning 

Sunday June 14th, 2020 at our normal time of worship of 9:30 A.M. 
2. We will continue to have the Worship Service message pre-taped and made available 

online Sundays at 9:30 A.M. (We are planning on taping the full Worship Service for 
livestreaming in the near future. We will notify everyone when that becomes available.) 

3. For the time being, there will be no Nursey-Toddlers, Sunday School or Evening Bible 
Study. Children should sit with their parents in the sanctuary during the Worship 
Service. 

4. Every other row of chairs in the sanctuary will either be blocked off (or temporarily 
removed) in order to maintain a level of social-distancing during Worship Services.  

5. Congregants will be asked to enter and exit the sanctuary using either the west or east 
entrances avoiding using the center aisle of the sanctuary. (Further details will be given 
before and after each Service.) 

6. Household groups (families) are encouraged to sit together. Appropriate distancing will 
be maintained between family groups. 

7. Wearing a protective face-mask is suggested/recommended, but not required, when 
entering/exiting the church, and during the Worship Services. 

8.  Attendants will be stationed at both south entrances (south-west and south-east) so 
congregants will not have to open the doors upon entering and exiting the church. (Per 
normal protocol, all doors will be locked during the Worship Services.) 

9. Everyone is asked to be responsible for maintaining social-distancing while in the 
church building. 

10. Everyone, including the Pastor, is asked to refrain from all forms of physical contact 
including hugging and handshaking. 



Page 2 
 

11. Hand sanitizers and disposable masks have been ordered and will be made available 
as soon as we receive them. 

12. In lieu of passing a weekly offering plate, there will be an “offering/giving box” located in 
the foyer, in front of the Welcome Center counter. 

13. We expect each individual to be responsible for compliance to the above corporate 
expectations.  

14. We understand that it is impossible to provide a perfectly safe environment in which 
there is no risk of COVID-19 exposure. 

15. We acknowledge each individual’s responsibility to assess your own personal risk factor 
and we sincerely respect your decision to stay at home or to return to church. We want 
you to feel safe, comfortable and supported. 

 
I am thankful and happy to report that I have not been notified that anyone of our church family that 
has tested positive with the COVID-19 virus. Please keep everyone in your prayers. We all hope that 
the governor will be reopening the State soon and that we can start to get back to some sort of “new 
normal” living.  
 
The Youth Group has planned a camping trip to the CranHill Ministries Campground, in Rodney MI 
(Big Rapids area) Thursday June 25th (check-in time: 4:00 PM) through Saturday, June 27th (checkout 
time 2:00 PM). They have graciously extended an invitation to those of us who would like to camp 
there with trailers, tents or RV’s. For those planning to camp, don’t forget to secure your reservation 
ASAP by clicking on the link below: 
https://reserve1.resnexus.com/resnexus/reservations/lodging/CC105F4D-C6C2-49E2-BC52-
BCD38E820E55. If you need help making your reservation or finding a camping site, call the CranHill 
Ministries office at 1- 231-796-7669. 
 
Please continue to keep Matthew White, Glenda Sharpe, and Tammy Ramsdell (Larry and Dolly 
Bair’s daughter) in your prayers for health and healing. Also, Nancy Greene (Wally Greene’s mother), 
passed away last week, Tuesday, May 12th. Our sincere condolence and prayers go out to Wally and 
his family.  
 
Everyone I have spoken with has commented on how much they miss everyone and how much they 
are looking forward to returning to church. Keep praying for relief from this pandemic and that we can 
safely reopen on Sunday, June 14th. May the Lord bless each one of you, and keep you safe. 
 
Keep looking up, and keep looking after one another! 
 
Pastor Brian F Harrison (Phil.1:21) 
Alaska Baptist Church 
(616) 698-8104) 
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