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  Our Statement of Mission: 
 

“Engaging every person to become a passionate follower of Jesus Christ.” 
 

 
 
 
 
We have two ways to declare our affiliation here at Eastern Hills: Membership and Leadership 
  

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
The membership category is for those persons who may fit into one the following: 
 
Young in the Christian faith, not quite ready for a large step of commitment and accountability; those 
from a different church background, and are not yet ready to endorse our leadership lifestyle 
convictions. 
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP AT EASTERN HILLS: 
 

1. You have made a personal commitment of your life to Jesus Christ as your Savior. 
 

2. You have experienced the sacrament of water baptism since you began trusting Christ as your 
Savior, or that you are willing to be baptized at the first available opportunity that we provide 
for you. If you were baptized in another church since praying to receive Christ into your life, 
you need not be baptized again. If you were baptized as an infant, we encourage you to build 
on that and be baptized as an adult believer. 

 
3. You agree to pursue spiritual growth as a follower of Christ, seeking to become holy through 

the power of the Spirit of Christ, desiring to totally dedicate yourself to the Lordship of 
Christ. 

 
4. You agree to abide by our basic beliefs, as summarized in our Statements of Faith. Your 

previous background may have given you different convictions on certain issues that are 
debated within evangelical Christianity. In that case, we ask that you seek to understand 
where we are coming from, and that you will not seek to promote beliefs contrary to those we 
embrace. In other words, we leave room to disagree, yet keeping the unity in Christ. 

 
5. You are at least sixteen years old and have attended EHWC at least 6 months. 

 
6. You must complete the membership course. It is offered several times a year. 

 
7. You agree to pursue other forms of involvement in the life of our church than just our 

weekend worship services. 
 

8. You agree to support the church and its ministries and outreach through the giving of tithes 
and offerings, as the Lord enables. 
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9. You agree to make yourself aware of our Leadership Lifestyle Commitments (found 

elsewhere in this document).  While these commitments are not a barrier to Membership, we 
ask that you open your heart for guidance from the Holy Spirit and further instruction from 
our church on these matters. 

 
 
 
PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP 
 

1. Full identification with Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church, a positive part of our contribution to 
Christ’s Kingdom. 

2. The right to vote on any issues presented to the congregation. 
3. Encouragement toward growth and serious Christian discipleship. 
4. Voice and involvement in the ongoing plans and development of the church and its ministries 

as presented in congregational meetings and communication methods. 
5. Deeper involvement opportunities in the various ministries which require membership. 
6. Eligibility to fill any position of responsibility in the church as a volunteer. 
7. A sense of ownership of this congregation, and the sense of responsibility to continue to make 

it a place of development of people in their pursuit of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEADERSHIP 
 
Leadership is for those who have met the requirements for membership, and also fully endorse our 
Leadership Lifestyle Commitments (listed elsewhere). 
 
Leadership must abide by our Statements of Faith, and be willing to practice our Leadership Lifestyle 
Commitments. 
 
This is a “leadership level” of commitment and maturity, and qualifies a person for nomination to our 
top levels of boards, teaching positions and other major roles of leadership in our local congregation 
as well as the larger spheres of the Wesleyan Church around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
Leadership Lifestyle Commitments are listed on the following pages: 
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Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church 
Leadership 

Lifestyle Commitments 
 

 
TOWARD GOD: 
 
To reverence the name of God and to honor the Lord’s Day by divine worship and spiritual 
edification, participating in those activities that contribute to the moral and spiritual purposes of this 
day. 
 
To seek only the leading of the Holy Spirit and to abstain from all forms of spiritism, such as the 
occult, witchcraft, astrology and other similar practices. 
 
TOWARD SELF: 
 
To exercise faithful stewardship through the wise use of your time and material resources, practicing 
careful self-discipline in order to further the mission of Christ’s church (remembering the principle of 
tithing which is basic to the New Testament standard of stewardship) and to demonstrate compassion 
to those in need. 
 
To demonstrate a positive social witness by abstaining from all forms of gambling and by abstaining 
from using or trafficking (production, sale or purchase) in any substances destructive to your 
physical, mental and spiritual health, such as alcoholic beverages, tobacco and drugs (other than 
proper medical purposes of drugs); and by refraining from membership in secret societies and lodges 
which are oath bound, believing that the quasi-religious nature of such organizations divides the 
Christian’s loyalty and their secret nature contravenes the Christian’s open witness and the secret 
nature of their oaths is repugnant to the Christian conscience. 
 
TOWARD FAMILY: 
 
To follow the teachings of the Scriptures regarding marriage and divorce. We affirm that sexual 
relationships outside of marriage and sexual relationships between persons of the same sex are 
immoral and sinful.  We further affirm that heterosexual monogamy is God’s plan for marriage, and 
regard sexual sin of the spouse, such as adultery, homosexual behavior, bestiality or incest, as the 
only biblical grounds for considering divorce, and then only when appropriate counseling has failed 
to restore the relationship. 
 
To preserve the sanctity of the home by honoring Christ in every phase of family life and by 
demonstrating Christ-like love (always avoiding spousal or child abuse), and by living peacefully 
with one another, thereby encouraging the nurture and education of the children in the Christian faith 
so as to bring them early to the saving knowledge of Christ. 
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TOWARD THE CHURCH: 
 
To work together for the advancement of God’s kingdom and for the mutual edification of fellow 
believers in holiness, knowledge and love; to walk together in Christian fellowship by giving and 
receiving counsel with gentleness and affection; by praying for each other; by helping each other in 
sickness and distress; and by demonstrating love, purity and courtesy to all. 
 
To grow in the knowledge, love and grace of God by participating in public worship, the ministry of 
the Word of God, the Lord’s Supper, family and personal devotions and fasting. 
 
To preserve the fellowship witness of the Church with reference to the use of languages. The 
Wesleyan Church believes in the miraculous use of languages and the interpretation of languages in 
its biblical and historical setting.  But it is contrary to the Word of God to teach that speaking in an 
unknown tongue or the gift of tongues is the evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit or of that 
entire sanctification which the baptism accomplishes; therefore only a language readily understood 
by the congregation is to be used in public worship.  The Wesleyan Church believes that the use of an 
ecstatic prayer language has no clear scriptural sanction, or any pattern of established historical usage 
in the Church; therefore, the use of such prayer language shall not be promoted among us. 
 
TOWARD OTHERS: 
 
To do good as much as is possible to all people as God gives opportunity, especially to those in the 
body of Christ; by giving food to the hungry, by clothing the destitute, by visiting or helping those 
who are sick or in prison, by instructing, correcting or encouraging them in love. 
 
To respect the inherent individual rights of all persons, regardless of race, color or sex. 
 
To live honestly, be just in all dealings and faithful in all commitments. 
 
 
 
These are the standards for those desiring to walk in leadership with the other members of EHWC. 
We are not striving for the observance of the letter of these standards as much as the spirit in which 
they are given. 
 
We thank God often for His mercy toward us and we are to express that same mercy toward each 
other as we strive to live according to the righteous calling upon us. 
 
In admitting that believers in Christ Jesus “march to a different drum beat,” it is our desire to strive 
together for the common good of the Kingdom of God, seeking first His righteousness. 
 
The above standards are but an imperfect, yet Christ-honoring way to express that righteousness out 
of pure love for our Lord Jesus. 
 
 


