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“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

According to Angela 

 It is unfathomable to realize that October is here.  There is a hint of 

fall in the air and some leaves are even showing a hint of color.  With all 

that has happened since the middle of March, it is good to see that some 

things never change.  The world may seem to be in a state of chaos, but the 

beauty of God’s creation and the order that guides the changing of the sea-

sons bring us a comfort and assurance that God is in control. 

 Fall also brings some order to the life of the church - even in the pan-

demic.  Church committees are meeting to prepare our “normal” fall paper-

work and budget for 2021.  The youth are in the midst of their regular fall 

gatherings, and Bible studies are resuming.   Plans are underway for our 

annual fall BBQ (Covid-safe version) and the music department is even 

planning for Christmas. 

 It may look somewhat different than in the past - but Mt. Zion is alive 

and ready to be a beacon of light in the community.  Please take time to 

read the newsletter and see what is taking place. 

SERMON SERIES 
 
Join us for worship in October as we 
continue to explore Moses and the Book 
of Exodus.  We will hear about the Israel-
ites time in the wilderness, receiving of 
the 10 Commandments and getting clos-
er to the promised land.  Come and   
journey with Moses - Into the Unknown.  

Worship in October: Two Worship                        

Opportunities at Mt. Zion:                          

 Online and Outdoor 
 

Online Worship - will be available at 9:30 

AM.  

The service can be viewed on the church web-

site, the church Facebook page, the church 

YouTube Channel, and the Church Ustream 

Channel.  

Outdoor Worship - is at 11 AM on the front 

lawn of the church.  

Things to remember for outdoor worship: 

• Remember to practice social distanc-

ing. Masks are recommended. (Required 

by the state when social distancing is not 

possible) 

• The restrooms in the Sanctuary building 

are available for emergencies during out-

door worship.  

Communion on October 4 

World Wide Communion Sunday will be cele-

brated on Sunday, October 4 at the 11 AM 

Outdoor Worship Service.  Additionally, you 

may drive by the church between noon and 1  

PM or request that a pastor bring Communion 

to your home. 

Blessing of the Animals 

There will be a Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday, Oct. 4 at 

4 PM on the front lawn of the church (weather permitting).  Blessing 

of the Animals services are traditionally held on or near the beginning 

of October because it corresponds to the Feast Day of St. Francis, 

who was known for his kindness to animals.  

Bring any animals or pets you may have (cats, dogs, birds, goldfish, 

horses, turtles, or cows!)  They will be prayed over by our pastors 

(from a social distance) as we give God thanks for the goodness of 

all of His creation!  Invite your friends and neighbors to come!  Even 

if you don't have an animal, come and give thanks that God's king-

dom extends over all of creation, including the animals!  Or, maybe 

you've had a pet die recently, and you miss them.    

Come and give God thanks for the gift of your pet’s                              

life and receive God’s healing and blessing! If you                         

have a picture of your pet, please bring it with you!                         

Remember we are always practicing social                                       

distancing and wearing masks when appropriate.                  

A Conversation on Faith and 

Race Relations 

The congregation is invited to a 

conversation on Faith and Race 

Relations on Thursday, Oct. 15 

at 6:30 PM in front of the Mt. 

Zion Sanctuary.  The conversa-

tion will be moderated by Pastor 

Jonathan, and our special guest 

will be Rev. Keno Cannady, pas-

tor of Union Bethel AME Zion 

Church in Cornelius.   Members 

of Union Bethel AME Zion Church 

are also invited to take 

part.  Please bring your own 

chair.   

https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc


 

 

THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT 

FOR the  Lifetime Achieve-

ment Service Award is  

Larry Horton.  

Larry has served on The Ad-

ministrative Board, Trustees, 

Finance and Staff Parish 

Committees.   He has led 

Disciple classes, taught Sun-

day School  classes, led 

Youth classes, was a mentor 

for a confirmation student 

and was Inn Keeper for 

Room in the Inn.  For more than 30 years he has worked 

with the church BBQ and even cooked breakfast for the 

men that cooked the meat all night.  You can find him at 

the grit pot at the annual Craft Fair making his world-

famous grits.  You can also find him at 7 AM on Sunday 

morning walking thru the church, Family Life Center and 

Education Building making sure the heat or air is running 

correctly.  Forty-six years ago, he married Jan Cox and 

joined Mt Zion.  I have heard his wife say “after I wrung 

the water from him we made a pretty good Methodist out 

of him.”   You see he was raised Baptist.  But most of all 

you can find him on Sunday morning on the front steps 

of the church opening the front door welcoming you to 

Mt. Zion and God’s house. 

 MOUNT ZION CELEBRATES HOMECOMING 

This year’s Homecoming Celebration was a great success on the 

lawn. Beautiful weather, preaching, food trucks, ice cream, music, chil-

dren’s Sunday school provided a backdrop for a celebration of Mt. Zion 

UMC.  It was wonderful to celebrate together even if it was a little differ-

ent than in the past.  Thank you to everyone who helped make it hap-

pen; especially for our music provided by Heaven’s Reign and Shelley, 

David and Pastor Lauren. Thank you to the Nurture Committee for eve-

rything that went in to making this a wonderful event.   

TOWEL AND BASIN AWARD  
The recipient of this year’s award is 

a quiet servant by every sense of 

the word.  He has been a member 

of Mt. Zion since 1992 and immedi-

ately began serving the church in 

various ways including attending 

elementary camp and working with 

the children and youth ministry 

whenever he was asked by Sherry 

Washam.  He continues in children’s 

ministry today by serving as a confir-

mation mentor.   He is a founding 

member of the Sonseekers Sunday School Class and also 

serves as a class teacher.  He has served as an usher for 

over 15 years long while being the Head Usher many of 

those years.  Other areas where he can be found is in the 

church office as a volunteer, at the BBQ annually in the 

takeout line, Backpack Ministry, Room in the Inn and most 

other events at Mt. Zion!  He has served on various commit-

tees including delegate to annual conference, Staff Parish 

and a Senior Board Member.  This nominee understands 

that this abundant life is evident in joyfully serving others at 

Mount Zion through service by imitating Christ’s servant 

hood of the towel & basin (John 13:4-5).  We are proud to 

present the Towel and Basin Award for 2020 to Mr. 

Ritchie Crump.  



 

 

OCTOBER REOPENING TASK FORCE UPDATE 

C.S. Lewis Study Group 

If you would like to be a part of a C.S. Lewis study group, please 

contact Pastor Jonathan.   This group meets on the first Thursday 

evening of each month by Zoom.   Each month, we read writings 

by or about C.S. Lewis, or by an author who greatly influenced C. 

S. Lewis.   On Oct. 1, we will discuss A Life Observed: A Spiritual 

Biography of C.S. Lewis by Devin Brown, and on Nov. 5, we will 

discuss The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  Put on your 

reading glasses and get ready to discuss one of the greatest 

Christian writers of the 20th century! 

Additional Bible Study Opportunity                                      

Paul and the Corinthians 

Our Bible Study on 1 Corinthians continues on 

October 7 and 14.  This study will be available on 

our church web page and other online sites by 1 

PM on Wednesdays.  We will conclude our 

study with a Zoom discussion on  October 

15.  The link to join the Zoom discussion will be 

sent in the midweek email before our discus-

sion. For more information contact Pastor Angela. 

UPDATE FROM THE REOPENING TASK FORCE 

Our Reopening Task Force continues to meet and update the guidelines for Mt. Zion UMC.  The safety and well-
being of all members and friends of Mt. Zion is our top priority.  We continue to take guidance and recommendations 
for the Western North Carolina Annual Conference, medical professionals, and public health experts.   

As we are now able to offer safe places indoors for small groups to meet for many of our church activities, the fol-
lowing guidelines are in place.  Contact the church office for a printed/email copy of these guidelines. 

• All events must be schedule through the church office.   

• Only certain rooms are available.  Limits on number of people must be observed. 

Church rooms approved for use: 

Sanctuary & FLC – up to 25, Hut & Youth Room – up to 15 

Ed. Bldg. Rm 107 & 110 (children’s rooms) & Rm 201 & 204 (upstairs) – up to 15,  

Parlor – up to 10 

• Masks and social distancing are required. 

• Attendance must be taken and reported to the church office. 

• Hand sanitizer is to be used upon entrance to church building. 

• Any trash is to be collected before leaving and placed in the dumpster behind the FLC. 

• Doorknobs and light switches are to be wiped with sanitizing solution upon leaving the building.  

 The Reopening Task Force is also making plans for what can happen once the weather gets cold and it is safe for 
larger groups to gather indoors.  Watch for updates in the November newsletter and in the Mid-Week email. 

Announcing a new Women’s Bible study for the fall!  

Join us as we explore the biblical texts surrounding the story of the birth of 

Jesus. This 6 week study will trace the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth, 

Mary, the journey to Bethlehem and the visit of the Magi. We will connect these 

stories from the Gospels to the Old Testament, the role of women in the first 

century Jewish culture and many other interesting aspects of the Christmas 

story. The name of this study is Light of the World by Amy-Jill Levine. We will 

meet on Tuesday mornings, starting October 6, at 10:00-11:30 AM in the Family 

Life Center. Books are available in the church library for $15. Call the church 

office to schedule a pick up of the book. You will need to bring your mask. If 

you have further questions, you may contact Ann Dutton, Jeannette Koch or 

Susie Crump. We look forward to preparing for Advent through new eyes! We 

ask that all participants read pgs.9-32 prior to the first session. 

BIBLE STUDIES, STUDY GROUP, AND PRAYER MEETING 

Tuesday Night Zoom          

Prayer Meetings 

One change that we have 

made recently is that we start 

at 7:15 instead of 7:00.  This 

may give people a little more 

time to finish their evening 

meal or watch the evening 

news. 

The link for the 

Zoom Prayer Meeting is as  

follows: 

https://zoom.us/j/656185261 

https://zoom.us/j/656185261


 

 

 CHILDREN’S CORNER with Ms. Stacey 

The Children’s Musical, “Plane Ol’ Mission Trip“ was recorded on September 13th.  The children and Ms. Shelley did an 

amazing job of sharing the love of Jesus with those around them with this musical. What a great reminder that our mission 

field is everywhere! The performance can be viewed:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVV8xHqB8sQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to Debbie Jackson for creating the backdrop and to Larry Klaus, Paul Herrera, and Jonathan Boger for their 

help with the sound and recording of the program.  

Outdoor Sunday School meets every Sunday, weather permitting, at approximately 11:15 right after Children’s Time 

during the Outdoor Service for all of October. Interested children can go to the outdoor worship area with Ms. Stacey. 

Immediately following Children’s Time, kids can leave their hula hoops and meet at the side of the lawn closest to the Youth 

House where the leaders will be standing. We all walk together to the outdoor worship area (see photo of space below) 

where each child will have their own bench to sit on (siblings are welcome to share) while we have a Sunday School lesson 

and make a craft.  At the end of the service, parents pick up their child from the outdoor worship area.                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

HALLOWEEN PARADE WITH TRUNK OR TREAT is scheduled for Sunday, October 25th at 4 PM outside 

(weather permitting) at the lower parking lot of the church. The signup link (please sign up!) below is for parking 

spaces which will be every other (one empty space between each vehicle) for safe distancing as well as for par-

ents to sign up their children to participate in either walking around, from 4:00-4:45 PM or driving through 

from 4:45-5:00 PM from their family’s vehicle, so we know how many candy bags to have prepared for the attendees. 

Decorated vehicles should arrive at least fifteen minutes prior to the start time to be setup and be in place for the children. 

Candy will not be distributed by individuals but only at the end at the final station on the way out for everyone.  Donations of 

individually pre-packaged candy can be dropped off in the library of the church office from now until Friday, October 23, 

2020 to be included in the assortment given out.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B094EAFA622A2F58-mtzion2 

Upcoming Dates: 

October 4th AND 11th Outdoor Sunday School at ~11:15 AM following Children’s Time during the Worship Service 

October 18th Bible Presentation Sunday during the Outdoor Worship Service during Children’s Time at 11 AM 

October 18th Outdoor Sunday School at ~11:15 AM following Children’s Time during the Worship Service 

October 18th Guest Speaker Shannon White- discuss and answer questions on mental health at 6 PM 

October 23rd Deadline to drop off candy donations and complete Prayer Partner Surveys 

October 25th Outdoor Sunday School at ~11:15 AM after Children’s Time ends during the Worship Service 

October 25th Halloween Parade with Trunk or Treat begins at 4 PM at the Church’s Lower Parking Lot 



 

 

F.U.E.L. YOUTH UPDATE 

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

Sonshine Preschool is offering a five-month preschool    

session from January through May for the 2021 

school year.  Enrollment is open!!  For infor-

mation please contact the preschool office at 

704-892-0654, email   son-

shinepre@mtzionumc.net or visit the preschool 

webpage at  http://www.mtzionumc.net/

ministries/sonshine-preschool 

*Please remember to relink your Harris Teeter card to 

Number 4635.  This is the easiest Fundraiser for the Pre-

school that everyone can participate in!!  Harris Teeter’s 

“Together in Education” program.  You must relink your 

card every year for Sonshine to get credit. Ask any cashier 

to help you relink. Funds help support our Scholarship 

Fund for families in need, classroom equipment, teacher 

resources, playground equipment and much more!    Thank 

you for blessing Sonshine Preschool  by  participating! 

CHILDREN’S CORNER with 

Ms. Stacey continued 

Guest Speaker for Parents – You are all invited to come 

hear Shannon White, MA, LCMHC, counselor from the United 

Methodist Counseling Group, Sanctuary Counseling Group, 

talk on the front lawn of the church on Sunday, October 18th 

from 6-8 PM. She specializes in working with children 

through teenagers and the mental health issues that they 

face. The session will consist of her talking on topics such as 

anxiety and depression, for the first half and then the second 

half will be a time for questions and answers.  So please 

come with any questions you have and feel free to bring food 

and a chair to eat while you listen! Sponsored by Mt. Zion 

Children's Ministries and F.U.E.L. Youth Group. 

Prayer Partners - We are starting an awesome new ministry 

aimed at joining people from the different age groups in our 

church family in a joint ministry of praying for one another. We 

would love to have not only children but parents and siblings 

join as well. If interested please fill out the interest survey be-

low and then you will be matched by Brittany or Stacey, who 

can also field questions about this program. “For where two 

or three are gathered together in my name, I am there among 

them.” Matthew 18:20     CLICK HERE FOR SURVEY 

https://mtzionumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/554482
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFGAX0sVnckfbz6bkdnHVEPQSwOW4DFEzCa56owXrDWkurJg/viewform


 

 

Calling all active duty and 

retired veterans!! We would 

like to get a current list of all 

our Mt. Zion veterans. Please 

call the church office 704- 

892-8566 and give Mary Ellen 

your name and branch of ser-

vice. If you know of a church 

member who would not see 

this notice, please let us 

know who they are. We are 

so proud of our  veterans!  

CALLING ALL    

VETERANS 

Sponsor a Pig for the BBQ 

Looking for another way to support your 81st Annual Mt. Zion BBQ?  How about sponsoring an Angel PIG in 

memory, in honor or in celebration of a loved one, family or group!  Angel pigs are being sold for $25 a Pig and 

will help to offset the cost of purchasing the BBQ for this event which allows us to serve more missions and minis-

tries.  You can purchase an Angel pig by filling out the form below and turning it in with your check to the church 

office or pick up a form on Sunday morning and return it to the designated box.  We are also offering an online 

option to order an Angel Pig and receive a payment link to pay by credit or debit card. Use this link to place your 

online order:     https://forms.gle/e5XVqm5Wt6A7dYL26 

We look forward to helping you honor those that you love most!    

Sponsor an Angel Pig 

Please circle one: 

In Honor      In Memory     In Celebration  

Name of Recipient:  

_______________________________________ 

From:   

________________________________________    

 

Please make checks payable to   Mt. Zion UMC and place Angel Pig  in the memo line 

PRAYER PARTNERS FOR EVERYONE 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ROGdPJSFguNLoiGVUqK5cIeMdggYHi_XIBJ4Yd6guvY/edit
https://forms.gle/e5XVqm5Wt6A7dYL26


 

 

      Are you ready to get your ‘PIG’ on? 

                                           Mt. Zion’s 81st Annual BBQ   

                      On Saturday, November 7th! 

This tradition is one that feeds our souls by bringing our church family and community together 
while funding many of Mt. Zion’s missions and ministries.  We will be offering a ‘Take Out’ only 
menu of BBQ by the pound, Slaw and BBQ sauce to go. This will provide the staples for a great 

personal gathering or quick, delicious meal for the family. So be sure to PRE-ORDER your BBQ and tell your 
friends, family and neighbors about this great event.  Although this year will look different, it is still the same awe-
some Mt. Zion BBQ.   

We are Taking Pre-orders NOW – October 18th!!!    

Here are 3 ways to place your order: 

1. Order your BBQ Now using the order form below and turn it & your check in to the Church office. (Please place 
BBQ pre-order in the memo line of your check) 

2. Order and pay online by using this link: https://forms.gle/DXdbi4qaLGvg5FPK8 

3. At Sunday Service, we will be at the pink table taking orders before & after Service. 
 

BBQ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 

As you know it takes many hands to put on an event of this magnitude and we need your help.  Please see the at-
tached Sign-up genius or visit our pink table at Sunday Service to volunteer to serve at this event.  We are looking 
forward to a great event that will serve our church, our community, our ministries and of course, yummy BBQ.   

Link for volunteer opportunities: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4DACA72BA20-bbqvolunteers 

You can also find all these links and the latest information on Mt. Zion’s 81st Annual BBQ on our FB page: 

             https://facebook.com/events/s/mt-zions-81st-annual-bbq/2756340807931455/?ti=cl 

Mt. Zion, thanks again for your continuous love and support.  We look forward to celebrating this time-honored tra-
dition of the Mt. Zion BBQ and fellowship. 

Much Appreciation,     The Journey Class   -  MtZionBBQ@gmail.com  
 

BBQ Pre-Order Form 

BBQ will be sold by the pound: pre-packaged and cooled in 1 pound containers (sauce is included) at $12 per 
pound. 

Slaw will be sold by the pint at $5 per pint. 

Name (first and last) for order:  _______________________ 

I would like: 

_________ # of BBQ    x    $12 =        ________ 

 

__________ Pints of Slaw   x     $5 =    ________   

     

******************************************************** 

Total: _________________            Method of Payment: ______________ 

 

   MOUNT ZION BBQ 

https://forms.gle/DXdbi4qaLGvg5FPK8


 

 

MISSION UPDATES 

Ada Jenkins Center 

Due to COVID-19, Ada Jenkins Center has had to make many changes in the way they are able to provide 

food for families in the local community through the Loaves and Fishes food pantry and LEARN Works 

program. Their current needs have changed too and food donations are currently not needed. 

HERE’S HOW WE CAN HELP!! 

1. Monetary donations are always appreciated and can be made directly to Ada Jenkins at https://

adajenkins.org/   

A donation to Ada Jenkins Center will go toward needed food to keep on hand in the Pantry or to one of 

their other programs. 

2. They are seeking groups who would be willing to collect and package 1-2 week supplies of snacks for 

approximately 60 children enrolled in their LEARN Works program. Groups will be responsible for as-

signed weeks. 

Thank you for helping the children and this very important mission! If you have any questions or would 

like further information, please contact Laurie Knight @ appfan1188@carolina.rr.com or Sebra Maines 

@ sebramaines@yahoo.com 

Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center 

“The snacks that are being donated are perfect. Our neighborhood kids look forward to these snacks. Most house-
holds in our community don’t buy these types of snacks, they're expensive. Please continue to donate the same 
types of snacks." wrote Manny Rosado, Director of Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center, in a recent email.  Snacks re-
quested are individual serving size chips, cookies, etc. and individual serving size drinks. Please take your snack 
donations directly to their location:  Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center, 19711 Smith Circle, Cornelius, and place 
in the bins on the front porch. 

********************************************************************************************************************************* 
In preparation for their next Manna food distribution event on  October 17, they are seeking dona-
tions for ground beef.  They give every family at least 2 pounds in tube form with their groceries 
enabling them to make various dishes.  They serve about 55 families a month on average with a 
monthly need of about 100 lbs.  Any donation would be a blessing!!!!!!! 

******************************************************************************************* 

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make your check payable to Mt. Zion and write 
"Manna" in the memo line and we will do the shopping.  Thank you in advance for your generosity and contin-
uing to show the love of Christ towards our neighbors. 

Volunteers - The Learning Zone needs volunteers. Volunteers are needed to 
help us facilitate our Learning Zone program for the upcoming school semes-
ter. With CMS transitioning to 100% remote learning, this program is our re-
sponse to a great need in our community. No teaching experience is required. 
Volunteers must be at least 16 years old. Training will be given before com-
mencing. Our children are at a huge disadvantage and are going to need our love and support. 

To sign up to volunteer- Click the link below 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f48abaa22a2f58-learning4 

Contact Sebra Maines sebramaines@yahoo.com  or Angela Marlowe amarlowe@mtzionumc.net if you 
need more information. 

Coming soon - details for Thanksgiving       

baskets for Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center!   



 

 

MISSION UPDATES 

Backpack Food Ministry 2020-2021 School Year 
 

As we start a new school year in a pandemic, adjustments are made by all, and that 

includes the Backpack Food Ministry here at Mt. Zion UMC.   For the past seven 

years, this ministry has supported families at J V Washam Elementary School who 

are identified by the school staff as needing an extra boost to make sure there is 

enough food to get the student and family through weekends and holiday breaks dur-

ing the school year.  

 
With the help and support of our church members, we provided a backpack with a 

weekend’s worth of food for each student enrolled in the ministry to take home with 

them every Friday.  This ministry has been supported by volunteers sponsoring children by packing food bags for 

them, helping with the preparation of holiday supplemental bags for the students, and by financial and food contri-

butions to enable the ministry to stock our pantry and acquire backpacks for the students. 

 
For this eighth year of the ministry, we will be supporting families in a different manner.  We will provide a monthly 

gift card to Food Lion for $100.00 to be mailed to the student through the school counselor.  The gift cards are des-

ignated by Food Lion as for food only.  The amount is the rough equivalent to the 4-6 bags of food per month that 

the student would receive if they were in the school building.  We will start the year by serving eight identified stu-

dents.  If at any point students come back to the physical classroom, we will shift our ministry back to providing 

backpacks of food for the children. 

 
This ministry would not be what it is if not for the dedication of the volunteers who support it, and we are so grateful 

for them!  For now, if anyone would like to continue or start to support this ministry, the best way to help is with a 

financial contribution to the church for the Backpack Food Ministry.  We will be quick to ask for hands to sponsor 

and help pack when CMS returns to the classroom. 

 
Please pray for the teachers, school staff and families of students in all our schools this year, and please pray for 

this ministry. 

Thanks so much, 

Backpack Food Ministry Co-Chairs, 

Deana King (dking2002@att.net, 704-236-3596)           Mary Shaw (dshaw6@bellsouth.net, 704-252-0493) 

Room in the Inn update for 2020 

 

Mt. Zion will not be a Room in the Inn site 

for this winter as all guests will be consoli-

dated in 2-3 large sites run by paid staff. 

This is to maintain safety protocols for inn-

keepers and guests. 

 

Mt. Zion WILL still be involved with Room in 

the Inn this year. We will be called upon to 

donate toiletries, donate prepared food, fi-

nancially support the facilities by donations 

and volunteer for assisting with guests 

check-ins. 

 

Stay tuned for more updates as we get clos-

er to opening dates for these shelters. 

Please be in prayer for this ministry as our 

vulnerable friends are feeling this pandemic 

every day. For any questions, please reach 

out to Susie Crump/704-575-5531. 

                              Operation Christmas Child - Build a Shoebox 

    Bless Children Around the World Without               

     Leaving Home 

     This year Mt. Zion will support Operation           

                Christmas Child through their "Build a Shoebox 

Online" endeavor.  Now more than ever children need great joy!  

You can give boys and girls in need a tangible expression of God’s 

love through a gift-filled shoebox packed from your computer or 

handheld device.  In just a few clicks, you can select toys and other 

fun items to include as well as a letter and photo to delight the heart 

of a child.  Use the link below (OR CLICK ON THE PICTURE) and 

follow the "Build a Shoebox 

Online" tabs.  Pack a shoebox 

online today!    

https://

www.samaritanspurse.org/

operation-christmas-child/

buildonline/  

                       THANK YOU! 

mailto:dking2002@att.net
mailto:dshaw6@bellsouth.net
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/


 

 

     Music News with Ms. Shelley 

Rescheduled: The Oberammergau Passion Play, Swit-
zerland and Bavarian Germany, 

August 7 - 15, 2022  

There is always hope we can trav-

el again in the future and while we 

can’t right now, we CAN do some 

planning! That said, our trip below 

was cancelled this year and is now rescheduled for the 

same time in 2022 – two years from now. The insurance of-

fered does cover COVID related illness before and during 

the trip.  

Once every ten years (or in this case 12 years due to the 

pandemic cancellation in 2020), some 2,000 local residents 

of the little Bavarian village of Oberammergau join forces to 

perform the Passion Play, a dramatic re-creation of Jesus 

Christ’s last days on Earth. First produced nearly four centu-

ries ago, Germany’s world-famous Passion Play has be-

come a highlight of every decade… and being there in per-

son to see it unfold in 2022 will be an experience you'll re-

member for a lifetime! In addition, we will be visiting the 

Black Forest area of Germany and picturesque places and 

towns in the Swiss Alps on this 9 day trip which also in-

cludes Air and 13 Meals. Cost is $5,749 pp and deposit is 

$800. Land only is $3,999. Reservations sell out early for 

this play and that’s why they book two years in advance. 

Price includes a Sign-up Bonus if you reserve by Nov. 6, 

2020. For a full brochure, to find out more, or to sign up, 

contact Dora Dalmas704-737-4859/ dalmas2@mi-

connection.com  

 

Greetings, Mount Zion Family! 

I pray that you are well and enjoying the cool nip of Fall in the air. As you all know, Melanie and I have been doing 
our best to continue planning and providing music for our Sunday morning services during the pandemic.  She and 
I work very well together, and we are excited that it has given us new ideas for the future of our music depart-
ment.  We have been so blessed to be able to worship in person outside, in addition to recording inside on Sunday 
mornings.   

I would like to express a "HUGE" thank you to all of our volunteers who have faithfully given of their time and tal-
ents for Sunday morning set-ups and involvement in the services.  The Sunday morning routine takes a substantial 
amount of organization working together, and you all are amazing! 

The children's musical, "Plane Ol' Mission Trip" (which was actually first introduced to them back in March), was 
finally recorded in the Sanctuary on September 13th.  Due to CDC guidelines, we recorded this without an audi-
ence, yet it is on the website for the church family to view.   

Following the death of one of our faithful church members, Minerva Bullock, we received an extremely generous 
gift from her estate, designated to our music ministry.  This gift enabled us to purchase and install a new digital 
sound system for the Sanctuary in August.  The system definitely improved our audio/video capabilities for Sunday 
services and special programs.  We will continue to be blessed by Minerva for many, many years to come, as the 
purchase of that equipment required only a portion of her gift.   

I pray that our programming can resume soon and we will be worshipping in church together in the near  future. 

God Bless You All,    Shelley 

     Adult Travel Ministries    THANK YOU  

Dear Friends at Mt. Zion United Methodist 

Church, 

Thank you for caring about the families in our 

community. The COVID-19 pandemic has pre-

sented social, emotional, and economic challeng-

es for our entire community this year. With your 

support, the Ada Jenkins Center has responded 

quickly and effectively to the pandemic by creat-

ing new ways to help our neighbors in need.  

Thanks to you we have served 901 client-

partners through 11,330 visits to the Center this 

year. 1474 individuals received groceries through 

the Loaves & Fishes food pantry, 199 uninsured 

patients were treated at our Free Medical Clinic, 

156 patients received care at our Mobile Dental 

Clinic, and 58 students received after-school ac-

ademics support through our LEARN Works pro-

gram.  Most recently, during CMS’ 2020 summer 

meals program (mid-March through July 2020), 

119 volunteers helped distribute 8000 breakfast/

lunch packs to children in our community.  

We are deeply grateful for your generous gift of 

your school supply drive.  Thank you for joining 

in our work by making a contribution, enabling us 

to serve even more families.  

Sincerely,  Harold E. Rice, Jr.                                                          

CEO  Ada Jenkins Center 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Communications Coordinator: 

 Kelly Fellows 

 kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to the family of Don 
Little on the passing of his sister, Jo Hopkins, on September 8, 
2020, to the family of Jimmy Grindstaff on the passing of his 
brother, Ronnie Grindstaff, on September 8, to the family of 
Emily Ray on the passing of her mother, Julia Hustead, on 
September 10, 2020, to the family of John Merrell, who passed 
away on September 25, 2020, and to the family of Margaret 
Sherrill, who passed away on September 27, 2020.  

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN MEMORY OF Carl V. “Bud” Caldwell a gift 
was given to the Cemetery Fund.  IN MEMORY OF Doris Sims a gift was giv-
en to the Cemetery Fund.  

Please send any articles you would like to have included in the                  

November newsletter to the church by  October 25.  

They may be emailed to   kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Thank you!! 

  FINANCIAL UPDATES 

August Financial Report 

 

Thank you for supporting the mis-
sion and ministries of Mt. Zion         

United Methodist Church. 
 

Our 2020 approved budget total is 
$1,153,042 

 

Total budget income in August       
$ 51,022 

August’s expenses - $ 60,950 

Year-to-Date budget income 
$579,346 

Year-to-Date expenses - $441,194 

Difference $138,152 
 

Total available cash for budget  
expenses: 

$252,274 
 

Total designated fund balance is 
$182,219 

This includes: 

Capital Fund – $11,608 

Helping Hands Fund – $24,146 

Sale of Parsonage - $24,868 
 

 Please contact Patti Loner
(ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

As we enter into the fall,  our church finances have remained stable.  On one 

hand, we have received less in financial gifts than the same time last year, but 

on the other hand our expenses have been reduced from the same time last 

year.  The bottom line is that we have had enough to pay our bills and contin-

ue in fruitful ministry.  As we move to the last quarter of 2020 and ministry be-

gins to slowly increase, I would encourage you to continue to support Mt. Zion 

financially and even consider an end of the year gift, so that we can finish the 

year on a financially strong note. 

 In the midst of all this continuing uncertainty, I give thanks for the faithfulness 

of the Mt. Zion community. Thank you for giving in whatever ways you 

can.  As always Mt. Zion continues to make, mature, and mobilize disciples for 

Jesus Christ.                                 Pastor Angela 

August 30 165 

September 6 168 

September 13 150 

September 20 115 

September 27 210 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP              

ATTENDANCE   

Church Office Hours Update  

The church office will be open from 9 AM - 

2 PM Monday - Thursday and from 9 

AM - noon on Fridays. If you need to 

come by the church office, we ask that you 

practice social distancing and face cover-

ings are strongly recommended. After 

church office hours, you can leave a mes-

sage (704-892-8566) or send an email 

and someone will get back in touch with 

you as soon as possible. As always, a 

pastor remains on call after hours to be of 

assistance during emergency situations. 

Please call the Pastor On Call number at 

704-819-9025.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS UPDATE 



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

E-mail: info@mtzionumc.net 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at 

Mount   Zion.  Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our 

church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                    

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Ustream- https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel- http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion  Stay in touch videos - http://www.mtzionumc.net/stay-in-touch-videos 

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth                                                           

               Instagram @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -   https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                               

             http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries  

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

  KNITTING UNDER THE  

MAGNOLIA TREE                                                                                                 

Knitting Under the Magnolia - 

We will be knitting/crocheting  

EVERY Wednesday in Octo-

ber on the Front Lawn or in 

the Parlor (if the weather 

doesn't cooperate)  from 

10:30 AM to 12:00 PM.  

In order to meet safely, we 

will need to maintain a social 

distancing of 6 feet from one 

another. It is recommended 

that we wear a mask while 

moving about but it may be 

removed once we are settled 

in our chairs. 

Please bring your own chair 

and a beverage to stay hy-

drated, a restroom will be 

available in case of an emer-

gency, and you can park on 

the edge of the lawn near the 

trees! 

We are not able to bless any 

finished items at this time and 

we ask that you keep them at 

home until we can. We want 

you to be safe and feel com-

fortable during this time to-

gether. Looking forward to 

seeing everyone!      

Sebra Maines 

Mt. Zion Craft Nights 
 For October, we will be meeting in the HUT for our craft nights, Friday, Oct. 9 and 
Friday, Oct. 23  3 - 8:30 PM.  For those who are interested, October 9, Ginger Andersen 
will be teaching us how to use the Cricut successfully!  If you have any particular 
things you want to be shown, please email her at ginger.andersen@LKNsbs.com. 
Please bring your Cricut and Laptop if you have one.  We have some extra Cricuts, so if 
you need us to bring one, let us know that too.  We will put in the mid-week the time she 
will do this demo.  Hope to see you!  

Here are the guidelines we must follow: 
 

• We can use the chairs in the Hut as is.       

• Wear a mask and bring your own snack.  We cannot share food. 

• We will have 5’ tables, one per person and we will sit at least 6’ apart. When we leave, 
each person will need to disinfect their table and put them up. 

• No more than 15 can be in the Hut at any given time. 
 

Come join us in Christian fellowship and spend special time together.   
For any questions, contact Dora Dalmas at                                                                      
704-737-4859 / dalmas2@mi-connection.com or Susie Crump at                                                                       
704-575-5531 / susancrump@bellsouth.net             


