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Contact Phone Numbers                       Office Hours Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM | Friday 9 AM - 12 PM 

Church Office 704-892-8566  Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654 

Pastor on Call 704-819-9025       Website - www.mtzionumc.net 

     IN TOUCH…    The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 
WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY - 8:30, 9:45, & 11 AM Indoor in the Sanctuary              

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

   Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

The Great Fifty Days - Jonathan’s Journals 

Have you ever caught yourself saying something you didn’t really 
mean? One day last week, I heard myself say: “Well, now that 
Easter is over, what’s next on our plate?” Easter? Over? Perish the 
thought! 

The season of Easter (Eastertide) lasts 50 days, until the great day 
of Pentecost. Christ kept on making appearances, even after that 
initial Easter morning. Every time the disciples thought they could 
kick back and relax, low and behold, Jesus would appear – giving 
them more work to do. There are always more people to love, 
more opportunities to tell the story, more creative ways to bear wit-
ness to the Resurrection. Easter continues – and it issues forth in 
the Holy Spirit’s coming with power at Pentecost.    

It is interesting that after Jesus’ resurrection, he doesn’t appear 
again to Pontius Pilate. I suppose for Pontius Pilate, a resurrection 
appearance would have frightened him to death. Jesus comes 
back to his disciples, the same group of losers who had let him 
down the first time. Yet, he keeps giving them second chances. 
How many Hollywood movies have we seen about someone who 
was wronged and then came back later for revenge? Jesus doesn’t 
follow this pattern. He suffered greatly, to the point of death, yet he 
seems to have a different agenda. He seems never willing to give 
up on his first disciples, or even his present-day disciples.    

Someone suggested to me that perhaps some have trouble believ-
ing in the Resurrection because the living presence of Jesus would 
remind them of their sin and guilt. Perhaps that is why in John 20, 
the first words of Jesus after the Resurrection are “Peace.” Jesus, 
through his death and resurrection, has made peace between hu-
manity and God. He has restored us, forgiven us. He has commis-
sioned us to extend this forgiveness to others.  If we forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven. If we retain the sins of any, they are 
retained. (John 20:23). But why would we want to withhold for-
giveness? When we withhold forgiveness, we are only punishing 
ourselves, choosing bitterness and anger, whereas God would 
have us be free of these things through freely forgiving others. 

Wouldn’t it be great if Christians were known as people who were 
eager to forgive? Every time there is a tragedy, it seems people 
are eager to point fingers and to blame. These days, people are 
easily angered and they sometimes nurture their resentments. But 
what if Christians were known primarily as people who are eager to 
forgive? Since forgiveness can be very difficult, Jesus breathed on 
his disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” If we are having 
trouble forgiving people, perhaps we just need to get very close to 
Jesus, close enough for him to breathe on us. 
After that, we let the Spirit do its work. The 
first words of the New Creation are words of 

peace and forgiveness. During these 50 days 
and beyond, may we be known as Easter 
people who extend peace and embody for-

giveness. Peace, Jonathan 

Worship at Mt. Zion 

Mt. Zion continues to offer multiple ways to worship. You can 

join us at one of our three inside worship services or join us 

online. We hope to see you soon. 

Worship times and locations: 

8:30 AM - Traditional Worship with communion each week 

9:45 AM - Contemporary Worship 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship with the choir and online 

**All services are in the sanctuary (except for the 9:45 ser-

vice on May 26).** 

Worship in May 

May 1 - We will hear about one of the post resurrection ex-

periences of Jesus and the Disciples and participate in Com-

munion at all three services. 

May 8 - Celebrate Mother’s Day with us. The Children of Mt. 

Zion Kid’s Club are singing at the 11:00 AM service. 

May 15 - We will continue to celebrate the season of Easter 

with resurrection hope. 

May 22 - Graduate Sunday. We will recognize the Fall 2021 

and Spring 2022 high school and college graduates at our 11 

AM service. 

May 29 - First outdoor worship of the summer at 9:45 AM. 

Join us inside at 8:30 & 11 or outside on the front lawn at 

9:45 AM. 

Outdoor Worship Update 

During the past two years, we have loved our outdoor wor-

ship during the summer months. It was one way that we 

were able to see one another safely during the early pan-

demic. Last summer it was a way to provide a safe place for 

everyone. Easter Sunday was glorious to see many of you 

return to worshipping outdoors. Our first Outdoor Service will 

be on May 29 at 9:45 AM, and we are working on a schedule 

for the summer. Additional volunteers will be needed during 

the summer. If you would like to volunteer to be on our set 

up, audio and take down crews for the weeks we worship 

outside, please contact Pastor Lauren for details. 

The Return of Doorstep Visitation and Bread Delivery 

 

The Witness Team met recently and discerned that we were 

ready to begin this vital ministry once again, but we need 

your help. If you are willing to make homemade bread or to 

deliver a gift bag with homemade bread and other items to 

our first-time visitors, please contact 

Pastor Jonathan at: jmar-

lowe@mtzionumc.net so that a rotation 

can be set up. Being a part of this 

team is easy way to make our guests 

feel welcome and come back to Mt. 

Zion. 



 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday will be May 22, 2022 at our 11:00 AM worship service. Any high 

school, college, or graduate seniors should submit their information for the graduate bulletin by 

May 11th by scanning this QR code to the right.   

S.P.R.C. ANNOUNCEMENT 

The C. S. Lewis study group will meet on Thursday, May 19 at 7 PM in the church parlor. We 

will be discussing Mere Christianity, books 1 and 2. This has been one of the most influential 

Christian books of the 20th century and is considered one of the classics of Christian literature. 

If you would like to participate in the discussion by Zoom, please email Pastor Jonathan at: 

jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net. 

THE C. S. LEWIS STUDY GROUP 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 

Dear Friends, I am excited to announce a re-launch of our ministry of con-

gregational care here at Mt. Zion under a new name, MTZ Cares! I have 

been working with a Leadership Team to redefine what this ministry will be 

and do, and I am excited by the work we have been doing. Our mission is: 

“As servants of God’s holy church, our mission is to walk in faith with the 

children of God, providing care and support with love and compassion.”  

Our work has been guided by 1 Peter 5:2, and we especially like how it 

reads in The Message: “I have a special concern for you, church leaders. I 

know what it’s like to be a leader, in on Christ’s sufferings as well as the 

coming glory. Here’s my concern: that you care for God’s flock with all the 

diligence of a shepherd. Not because you have to, but because you want 

to please God. Not calculating what you can get out of it, but acting spon-

taneously. Not bossily telling others what to do, but tenderly showing them 

the way.” 

Our top priorities are recruiting volunteers who can be matched with 

homebound members and those living in facilities so that they can be in 

regular contact for prayer and support. We want to follow-up with those in 

bereavement, as well as forming prayer teams who will meet in person to 

pray for members of our congregation and community. There are many 

other things our group hopes to develop in the future to support our Mt. 

Zion family. If you are interested in learning more or volunteering with MTZ 

Cares, please fill out the Google Form Here, or email Pastor Lauren. Print-

ed copies of the Google Form will be available in the church office, as well 

as the Narthex in the Sanctuary. Thank you, Pastor Lauren  

WOMEN OF ZION 
Please join us for our next gathering on May 10 at 6:30 PM at Novanta in Mooresville.  

Details on Parade of Tables will be coming soon and the theme this year is ‘Numbers.’ The or-

ganizers are looking for table hostesses. Please contact Debbie Jackson, if interested or you 

have questions. 

MTZ CARES 

SENIORS’ LUNCHEON 
Mt. Zion’s Seniors’ Luncheon to be held Tuesday, May 10th from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the Family Life Center. 
Doors will open at 11 a.m. and food is served at 11:30 a.m. We need volunteers to make this wonderful 
event happen! If you can help, please sign up Here. 

SPRC is pleased to announce that our current roster of pastors has been assigned to 

Mt. Zion for another year. We are blessed to have Pastor Jonathan, Pastor Angela, and 

Pastor Lauren continue to share their leadership, support and love with our congrega-

tion and community.  

https://forms.gle/2y9RDqsWMZakdALaA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094eaea82aa5f94-senior


 

 



 

 

 SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 
We can’t believe that school is almost over! Where has the time gone? In May, the Sonshine children will learn about the Olympics, 
Dinosaurs, Ocean Animals, the story of Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and the Fiery Furnace and Jonah and the Whale. The Bible 
verses for the month are Philippians 4:13, Job 40:15 and Genesis 1:10 and 1:21. The fruit of the spirit for May is Self-Control. 
 
Important Dates for May: 
 
Wednesday, 5/4 -    Bike Day for the M/W 2’s Class and all the 4’s Classes 
Thursday, 5/5 -        Bike Day for the T/TH 2’s Class, all 3’s Classes and the TK Class 
Tuesday, 5/10 -       The 4’s Classes and the TK Class will perform for the Senior Luncheon 
Friday, 5/13 -           TK Field Trip to the Carolina Raptor Center 
Wednesday, 5/18 -  Last Day of School for the M/W 2’s Class 
Thursday, 5/19 -      Last Day of School for All Other Classes 
Thursday, 5/19 -      4’s and TK Graduation at 7:00pm in the Family Life Center 
Friday, 5/20 -           Staff Workday  
 
Thank you for sharing your children with us!  We have enjoyed a wonderful 2021-2022 school year!  We hope all the Sonshine 
Families enjoy a great summer!   



 

 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

Details and registration for the Appalachia Service Project (which is for rising 9th graders 

through adults) & Carolina Cross Connection Urban (which is for rising 7th graders through 

adults) Youth Summer Mission opportunities can be found at the following link:                 

https://mtzionumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/events.  

YOUTH SUMMER MISSIONS 

Once a month, The Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center distributes groceries to families in need including meat, produce, and dry 
goods. Our Youth and Missions have faithfully committed to providing the dry goods for 60 local families for their Manna for Life 
June 11th Food Pantry Distribution. You can help by donating any quantity of the below items or by giving a monetary donation. 
The cost of providing dry goods for a family of 3 is approximately $30. 

 

You can help by giving the following ways: 

*Monetary donations - Checks or cash can be brought to the church office. Please write “Youth Man-
na” in the memo of the check. 
*Shop for Dry Goods (See List Below) - On Sunday mornings in May, grocery donations can be 
brought to the collection bin at the back of the Sanctuary. There will also be a collection bin outside of 
the church office to drop off donations during the week. 

*Sorting/Delivery Day- We will need help sorting the donations and delivering them to The C.A.R.E. 
Center in early June. Date to be announced soon.  
 

Manna Food Items 
Other  

*Bread 

*Snacks 

*Hispanic Items (black beans, tortillas, 

etc.) 

*Personal Products (hair & body care, 

dental care, etc.) 

Boxed Items 
*Pasta 
*Rice 
*Macaroni and Cheese 
*Boxed Meals (Hormel Com-
pleats) 
*Cereal 
*Oatmeal 

Plastic Jar Items 

*Spaghetti Sauce 

*Peanut Butter 

*Jelly 

*Condiments & Dressings 

*Juice 

Canned Good 

*Fruit 

*Soup 

*Vegetables 

*Canned Meat 

*Canned or Dry Beans 



 

 

MISSIONS UPDATE CON’T 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Happy May, Everyone!  With the beautiful weather and the colors of the season, it is hard not to smile every day and be very 
thankful for our change of seasons here in North Carolina. 

The music areas of the church are rocking along...We have changed our Chancel Choir rehearsals to Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 p.m. instead of Thursday evenings. The Praise Team has also changed their rehearsals to Wednesdays as well. The 
8:30 Ensemble continues to rehearse at 7:45 on Sunday mornings, as needed, and they sing a couple of Sundays a month 
during the 8:30 service. 

We had a wonderful celebration of the Preschool Program here at Mount Zion on Sunday, April 24th during the 11:00 ser-
vice.  The children set their altar table and sang a couple of songs for us. Thank you, Ms. Kim and Ms. Cathy, for all of your 
hard work! 

The children of the church will be singing during the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, May 8th, which is Mother's Day. 
For those who plan to participate, we will have a short rehearsal on Wednesday, May 4th at 6:30 p.m., in the sanctuary to 
practice with microphones. Pick up will be at 7:30 p.m. from the playground. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! We have a concert scheduled at Mount Zion for the Lake Norman Orchestra to perform for us 
on May 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. I encourage you all to attend this special event, as we support this talented group 
of musicians who live in our area. 

Vacation Bible School is quickly approaching June 13-16, and our Music and Arts Camp will be held July 18-21. Registration 
is on our website, so make your reservations now! We are still in need of many volunteers for both opportunities. 

Melanie and I certainly appreciate all of your support of the music ministry at Mount Zion, and if you have any questions 
about involvement in any of the music areas of our church, please contact me at slittle@mtzionumc.net.  

Happy Spring and blessings to all! Love, Shelley   

Ada Jenkins' Loaves & Fishes is currently in need of the following items for their food pantry: 

Deodorant, pasta sauce, breakfast cereal, instant coffee, grits, toilet paper, salad dressing cat & dog food (3-5 lb. 

bags), full-size (not travel size) shampoo, large & extra large men's incontinence undergarments (Depends, etc.) 

Their homeless clients need: bug spray, spray sunscreen, sun bucket hats, body wipes, clean ponchos. 

You can either bring your items to church and place them in one of two bin locations:  the office area or in the 

Sanctuary basement level near the elevator, or you can take them directly to Ada Jenkins. Thank you!  If you 

have any questions or would like more information, please contact Laurie Knight at: appfan1188@carolina.rr.com. 

Easter Bags 

On a recent Monday morning, 13 pairs of hands made quick work of packing 121 Easter bags which were distributed to children supported by the 

Ada Jenkins and Neighborhood CARE Centers. The bags were filled with toys, balls, Frisbees, and a variety of other fun items including a stuffed 

animal and a chocolate bunny!  

Thank you to Sue Weaver, Linda Bauer, Patsy Barker, Debbie Tillis, Amy Scotton, Dora Dalmas, Donna Prather, Theresa Schwab, Jeannette 

Koch, Linda Martin, and Angelica Casaletto for your help to pack the Easter bags! Thank you also to all who supported this mission with your 

generous donations! Thank you, Stacey Mercuri and Sebra Maines 

New Opportunity - Sunshine Summer Bags 

The school year will soon come to a close and what's a kid to do?  Have some fun - with their Sunshine Summer bag!  Mt. Zion will provide the 43 

children in Ada Jenkins' after school Learn Works program with a bag filled with goodies they can use during their summer break!  The approxi-

mate cost of each bag is $15 and you can help by: 

Making a monetary donation to sponsor one or more children - any amount will be greatly appreci-

ated! Please make your check payable to Mt. Zion UMC and write 'Summer Bag' in the memo line. 

You can also volunteer to help with bag assembly on Wednesday, May 11, at 10 a.m. upstairs in 

the Education Building! 

If you are interested in volunteering or have any questions, please contact: Sebra Maines 

at sebramaines@yahoo.com or 980-721-5953 or Stacey Mercuri at smercuri@mtzionumc.net or 

704-892-8566.  

 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

             mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN HONOR OF Buddy Phillips to the FUEL 
Fundraiser, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Charlie Conard to the Budget and Music 
Department, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Brenda Scott to the Budget, Trustee 
Fund, and Music Department, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Betty Lentz to the 
Cemetery Fund, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Malcom and Illa Bates to the Music 
Department, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Minerva Bullock to the Music Depart-
ment, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Suzie Caldwell to the Music Department and 
Trustee Fund. 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION: is extended 
to David Scott and Family, on the death of his wife, Brenda 
Scott on March 31, and Lynn Barham and family, on the 
death of her father, Irvin Brown on April 1, Terrie Tyger and 
family, on the death of her uncle, George Anthony, on April 
18, and Patsy Barker on the death of her sister, Becky 
Houchins, on April 24, 2022. 

  MARCH FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of                 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

 

Our 2022 approved budget total is $1,016,978 

Total budget income in March – $ 50,387 

March’s expenses - $ 85,358 

Year-to-Date budget income - $176,428 

Year-to-Date expenses - $215,296 

 Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$159,863 

We have 66.8 days of cash on hand. 

Total designated fund balance is $272,072  

 

Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net)                       

if you have questions. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you Mt. Zion Church family for the prayers, calls, 
gifts and support you have given my family and me during 
this past most difficult year. We are so blessed to be a part 
of this loving congregation and we are so grateful.       
Love, Fran, Jeff and Roger Conard.  

DEDICATION 
On Sunday April 24, family and friends gathered to dedicate the Suzie 

Caldwell Kitchen in the Family Life Center. 

CONGRATULATIONS:                                       

New Members, Chris, Andrea, and 

Meck Osborne joined April 24 during the 

11 AM service (pictured on left). Dan, 

Alexis, Braydon and Madison Doherty 

also joined April 24 during the 11 AM 

service (pictured on right). 

BAPTISM: Meck Williams Osborne, son of Chris and Andrea Osborne was bap-
tized on April 24 during the eleven o’clock service.  

The Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration (AFTD) 
has a caregiver support group that meets once a month at 
Mt. Zion. Frontotemporal Degeneration is the most com-
mon dementia for people under sixty years of age. This 
group meets via Zoom. Contact the church office for more 
information.    

SUPPORT GROUP OPPORTUNITY 

MARRIAGES: Courtney Brown and John Auten were married on April 2, 2022. 

CONGRATULATIONS: Fowler Drew Novak, son of Elizabeth and John Novak, 
and grandson of Jonathan and Angela Marlowe, who was born on April 26. 



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

“MAKING, MATURING, MOBILIZING DISCIPLES FOR CHRIST” 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc | #thanksMTZ 

Mt. Zion Ustream - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumclive 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries 

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

PRAYER SHAWL 
The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

invite you to join them on Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m. to knit/crochet prayer shawls and 

baby blankets. There is a place for you, no mat-
ter what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, they 

can help with that, as well. (Yarn is provided.) 

They meet in the church Parlor (located on the 

upper level of the Family Life Center) and hope 

to see you soon!  Please remember to wear a 

mask and social distance, if not vaccinated. 

 

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

11 Villas and the 4 story Condo build-

ings will have covered parking and ele-

vators. 

Call for details on current incentives, 

including a one year membership to the 

Lake Norman YMCA. 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

to 

$475,000.

Sizes 

range 

from 870-

2100 

square 

feet. 

MT. ZION CRAFT NIGHTS 

 
Whether it is scrapbooking or making 

cards, knitting, quilting or sewing, paint-

ing or carving wood, come join us in 

Christian fellowship and spend special 

time together. Any special make-n-take 

projects will be posted in the Mid-week. 

This month, we will meet on Fri-

day, May 13 and May 20, from 3 - until 

in the Hut  (across from the Family Life 

Center). If you plan to come after 6 pm, 

please let us know. 

For any questions, contact Dora Dal-

mas at 704-737-

4859 / dalmascat@gmail.com or Susie 

Crump at 704-575-

5531 / susancrump@bellsouth.net. 

We are excited to host this special time 

together and look forward to seeing you 

JUNE NEWSLETTER 

Please send any articles and pictures you have 

by May 25th for the next newsletter to:       

newsletter@mtzionumc.net. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to place altar flowers in the 

Sanctuary please contact the church office at 

704-892-8566 for available dates. 


