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Contact Phone Numbers                       Office Hours Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM | Friday 9 AM - 12 PM 

Church Office 704-892-8566  Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654 

Pastor on Call 704-819-9025       Website - www.mtzionumc.net 

     IN TOUCH…    The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 
WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY - 8:30, 9:45, & 11 AM Indoor in the Sanctuary              

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

   Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

On March 20, Bishop Kenneth Carter will be preaching at Mt. Zion. 
On that morning, we will have two services in our Sanctuary: one at 
8:45, and one at 11:00. We hope that you will be able to come to 
one of these two services. 

Ken Carter served as a pastor in the Western North Carolina Confer-

ence for 28 years before becoming a bishop. He served churches in 

the Greensboro, Winston Salem, and Charlotte areas. The last 

church he served as pastor was Providence United Methodist 

Church in Charlotte. After his election as bishop in 2012, he began to 

serve the Florida Annual Conference, where he has been serving for 

ten years. In addition to this, he has been serving as the Western 

North Carolina Conference bishop since September of 2021. 

Bishop Carter has served as pastor of a four-point charge, as an 

associate pastor of a large church, as the church planter of a new 

church, and as the senior pastor of two large churches. He has 

preached in camp meetings, prisons and jails, college and university 

chapels, synagogues, megachurches and house churches, and in 

twenty countries on four continents. He is the author of several 

books, including Embracing the Wideness: The Shared Convictions 

of the United Methodist Church and Near the Cross: a Lenten Jour-

ney of Prayer, which has been used at Mt. Zion during Lent in years 

past.    

As the resident bishop of the Western North Carolina Conference, he 

gives pastoral and administrative leadership to over 1000 congrega-

tions, fresh expressions of church, campus ministries, and outreach 

initiatives in an area that stretches across the 44 western counties of 

the state. His great hope for the church is that she will rediscover an 

orthodox Christian faith that offers the radically inclusive grace of 

God to all people, and at the same time calls every follower of Jesus 

to inner holiness, missional compassion, justice rooted in the gospel, 

and a hopeful story of transformation. 

Bishop Carter and his wife Pam have been married for forty years. 

Pam has served as an ordained elder in The United Methodist 

Church, most recently in disaster recovery, and she has a deep in-

volvement in God’s mission in Haiti. They are blessed with two adult 

daughters:  Liz, a professor of Chinese at Western Washington Uni-

versity, and Abby, chief officer for Communications and Marketing at 

the University of Tennessee Southern. Abby and her husband Allen 

are parents of Paige and Natalie, the bishop’s granddaughters. 

Please join us in welcoming Bishop Kenneth Carter to Mt. Zion on 
March 20! 

Worship at Mt. Zion 

Mt. Zion continues to offer multiple ways to worship. You can 

join us at one of our three inside worship services or join us 

online. We hope to see you soon. 

Worship times and locations: 

8:30 AM - Traditional Worship with communion each week 

9:45 AM - Contemporary Worship 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship with the choir and online 

** All of our worship services are in the Sanctuary.  

 

Special Worship Schedule for March 20th: 

Two Services Only 

8:45 AM & 11 AM 

The Lenten Season is one of the most important seasons in the 

Christian faith. It is a period of 40 days, starting with Ash Wednes-

day and ending with Easter Sunday. The English word “Lent” 

comes from the Anglo–Saxon word lencten, which means 

“lengthen” and refers to the lengthening days of "spring." The 

season is a preparation for celebrating Easter.  

Often our lives can get all turned around and leave us spinning 

in the wrong direction. During this season as part of our spiritual 

journey, we will examine ways in which we all need to turn back 

to Jesus. Each week during Lent we will see if we need to Turn 

Down, Up, Home, On or Over. No mater which way we 

are turning, let us focus on Jesus this Lenten season as we pre-

pare for Easter.  

Ash Wednesday Service 

You are invited to join us for Ash Wednesday services as we 

begin the season of Lent together on Wednesday, March 

2. There will be an abbreviated service at 8:30 AM in the Sanctu-

ary and an evening service at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary.   



 

 

PANCAKE SUPPER 
As a celebration of our coming back together again, we are having a Pancake Supper on 

Wednesday, March 16 from 5:30-6:30 pm. You may remember that the last big fellowship event 

we did before the pandemic started two years ago was a Pancake Supper. We wouldn't normally 

have a Pancake Supper during the middle of Lent, but this is not a normal year! Let's celebrate 

coming back together! Contact Pastor Angela: amarlowe@mtzionumc.net if you can help!  

This study will begin Wednesday, March 9 at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary. Join us this Lent as 
we experience a season of spiritual growth and renewal, while exploring the major themes of 
the book of John. We will begin with the Prologue, examine the I Am sayings of Jesus, dis-
cuss the Farewell Discourse, and conclude with two weeks on the Passion narrative. For 
additional information, contact Pastor Angela.  

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 
Lenten Devotion Books are now available to pick up in the Narthex of the Sanctuary and 

church office.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

The Mt. Zion Witness Team will be placing door hangers in some of the neighborhoods near our 
church in preparation for Easter. If you would be willing to help with these efforts, please contact 
Pastor Jonathan at: jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net or call the church office. This is one way that we in-
vite and welcome people to our church and introduce them to the love of Christ. 

WITNESS TEAM UPDATE 

 

BABY SHOWER INVITATION 

The ladies of the church are excited to cel-

ebrate the blessing of a new baby to our 

family. Elizabeth Novak, daughter of Pastor 

Jonathan & Angela, is registered at Bab-

ylist.com. Please plan to join us for the cel-

ebration at the Jackson home at 149 Royal 

Coach Lane, Mooresville, NC 28115 or if 

you would like, you can drop off a gift at the 

church office. We hope to see you on Sat-

urday, April 2nd at 2PM!  

The C. S. Lewis study group will meet Thursday, March 3rd at 7 PM in the parlor. We will be discussing The 

Silver Chair from the Chronicles of Narnia series. For more information or if you would like to participate in 

these discussions by Zoom, please contact Pastor Jonathan at jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net. 

THE C. S. LEWIS STUDY GROUP 

mailto:amarlowe@mtzionumc.net


 

 

HIS MINISTRY UPDATE 

This month we want to call special attention to a vital and important ministry of Mt. Zion, His Ministry. His Min-

istry was created to promote awareness, inclusion, accessibility, and advocacy for individuals with develop-

mental disabilities. Since my appointment here to Mt. Zion, I have had the great blessing and opportunity to 

get to know these special people that His Ministry was created to serve. The smiles on their faces and the 

love that just pours out of their hearts is an amazing thing to behold. None of it would be possible without our 

amazing volunteers who show up faithfully to pour God’s love into these individuals. I am grateful for you all! 

We took a break during most of the pandemic, but beginning in December we have resumed our gatherings. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, we got together for a Valentine’s Party with members of the youth ministry and 

the energy in the room was awesome! We get together to share a meal, make a craft, hear a devotion, and 

always end with a dance party! We are looking forward to our next meeting together in April to celebrate 

spring and the season of Easter! If you want more information about His Ministry, or are interested in volun-

teering, please contact me. Love In Christ, Pastor Lauren 

WOMEN OF ZION 

Please join us for our March gathering on Tuesday, March 8th at 6:30 p.m. 

at Novanta Restaurant in Mooresville. Theresa Schwab will be speaking on 

Women of the Bible.  

Parade of Tables has been postponed from March to later 

this year. Details will be coming in the months ahead and 

the theme this year is ‘Numbers.’ The organizers are look-

ing for table hostesses. Please contact Debbie Jackson 

with interest or questions at <majdeb@roadrunner.com>. 



 

 

 SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In March, Sonshine Preschool will celebrate Reading! The children will learn about Dr. Seuss, the Parable of the Lost Sheep, Fair-
ytales, Nursery Rhymes, David and Goliath, Eric Carle, Bugs, Pete the Cat, the Parting of the Red Sea, Spring and the beginning 
of the Easter story which will continue in April. The Bible verses for the month are Psalm 51:10, Matthew 5:8, Acts 17:24, John 
14:1 and John 3:16.  
 
On Wednesday, March 16th our students will have a special visit from Quest Nature Center (formerly Latta). Quest will bring some 
of their scaly, slimy, friends to our school and children will get to experience some close encounters with them! They will learn 
about the characteristics and habitats of bugs, amphibians and reptiles. We can’t wait! 
 
Thanks to all the families who participated in our first Student T-Shirt Fundraiser! Kiddos got cute Sonshine gear and raised $305 
for the school! In accordance with CMS, Sonshine will be closed on Monday, March 28th. 



 

 



 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

Happy Spring Month, Everyone! Yes, the spring season begins in March, and I pray that it brings not only pleasant weather changes, but 
more of our church family members back to church on a regular basis. It seems to be slowly happening, and maybe it is time for you to 
consider getting more involved with our music ministry!   

We have added a few new members to the 8:30 Ensemble, and we have plenty of room for more. So, if you attend the early service and 
would like to participate, please let me know. We do not sing every Sunday, but we do practice on Sunday mornings at 7:45 most Sun-
days to prepare songs to share with the congregation. 

Mark your calendars! I am happy to let you know that my friend, Jasper Hall, will be back with us on March 13th during the 8:30 and 9:45 
worship services to assist in leading the music. Jasper is a very talented worship leader with a long history of sharing his musical talents 
with area churches.  

The children who have been participating in Kids' Club on Wednesday nights will sing a couple of songs on March 20th at the 11:00 ser-
vice. The Children's Hand Chimes, ages 3rd grade and up, continue to practice on Sunday afternoons from 4:00-4:45 and will make their 
debut during the 11:00 worship service on April 3rd. This is a wonderful expansion of the music ministry here at Mount Zion, and I am so 
excited to get this started. 

The Adult Handbells have resumed rehearsals, and they will also be ringing for you on April 3rd. If you are interested in joining this group, 
we would love to have you. That will be a very special morning of instrumental music. 

The choir and praise team continue to rehearse on Thursday evenings, however, AFTER Easter we will change our rehearsal nights to 
WEDNESDAY evenings. We are hoping that in changing the schedule, more folks may be able to join us.   

As folks are feeling more comfortable gathering in large groups, the choir/praise team has been invited to New York to sing at Carnegie 
Hall in November, so we are currently in the planning stages for that trip.  This is a phenomenal opportunity, and I am so thankful for us to 
share this experience.  Of course, there is considerable expense involved in this trip, so if you would like to help us out with the cost, that 
would be greatly appreciated. 

I have loaded you up with information, as it is an exciting time at Mount Zion! Melanie and I look forward to seeing you in church, and 
please contact either of us if you are interested in any of our music areas. Blessings always, Shelley Little (PIANOWMN) 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

 As of February 23, we have hosted 27 guests at our Youth 

House overnight. They have enjoyed a home cooked meal, a 

hot shower, a warm bed and fellowship. This ministry could 

not happen without Mt. Zion’s support of cooking, cleaning, 

doing laundry, serving as overnight innkeepers, driving to 

pick  up our guests , serving of our meals, packing breakfasts 

and lunches, and lifting this ministry in prayer. Our bookcase 

full of toiletries offers our guests basic necessities. One 

church member provides fresh, homemade bread that truly 

comforts our guests. We provide the love of Christ beyond our 

campus. Thank you, Mt. Zion, for your support of this ministry.  

Plans for our Easter ministries will be announced in upcoming Midweek emails.  

Details and registration for the 

Appalachia Service Project 

(which is for rising 9th graders 

through adults) and Carolina 

Cross Connection Urban (which 

is for rising 7th graders through 

adults) Youth Summer Mission 

opportunities can be found at 

the following link: 

https://

mtzionumc.churchcenter.com/

registrations/events.  

YOUTH SUMMER MISSIONS 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

             mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN LOVING MEMORY OF Lloyd Barker on the 
anniversary of his death on Feb. 12th to the Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
Suzie Caldwell to the Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Betty Lentz to the 
Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Gary McAlister to the Budget, IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF Sandy McCall to the Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF  Jane 
Smith to the Budget, IN HONOR OF Clyde Caldwell to the Budget, IN MEMORY 
OF Sandy McCall to the Cemetery Fund, IN MEMORY OF Suzie Caldwell to the 
Music Department and the Sanctuary Chimes Fund, and IN MEMORY OF Peg-
gy Triplett to the Music Department. 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION: is extended to 
Lacey Goforth and Family, on the death of his sister, Marga-
ret Louise Goforth on December 5, and to the Family of Betty 
Lentz on her death on January 28, and to Deana King and 
Family, on the death of her mother, Fran Sherrill on January 
30, and to the Family of  Sandy McCall on her death on Feb-
ruary 2, and to the Family of Gary McAlister on his death on 
February 15, and to Terrie Tyger and Family, on the death of her brother, 
Thomas Tyger on February 18, and Heather Houston and Family, on the death 
of her mother, Connie Johnson on February 28. 

  JANUARY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of           

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

Our 2021 approved budget total is $1,016,978 

Total budget income in January – $ 50,070 

January’s expenses - $ 63,861 

 

Year-to-Date budget income - $50,070 

Year-to-Date expenses - $ 63,861 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$ 162,589 

We have 78.9 days of cash on hand. 

Total designated fund balance is $ 285,160. 

 

 Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions. 

SUPPORT GROUP OPPORTUNITY: The Association for Frontotemporal De-
generation (AFTD) has a caregiver support group that meets once a month at 
Mt. Zion. Frontotemporal Degeneration is the most common dementia for people 
under sixty years of age. This group meets via Zoom. Contact the church office 
for more information.    

THANK YOU 
Mt. Zion received an appreciation note from Manny, the 

Director of the Neighborhood Care Center of Cornelius, 

thanking the congregation for the monetary donation 

made in 2021 that went in support of their Youth. 

SAFETY GUIDELINES - MARCH 
The safety and well-being of all members and friends of Mt. Zion is our top priority. 

• Masks are optional. Since the CDC has changed its metrics for mask 

recommendations, the mask mandate has been lifted in Mecklenburg 

County, and all of the metrics have improved, masks are optional at Mt. 

Zion UMC. 

• We acknowledge that many individuals will still need to wear masks for the 

safety of themselves and their family. 

• Masks will continue to be available for all church activities if desired. We 

also have N95 masks available in the church office or in the Sanctuary. 

• Some small groups may decide to wear masks for their gatherings. 

• We continue to encourage maintaining some social distance in indoor 

worship and fellowship activities.  

• Food, snacks, and drinks should continue to be served by masked and 

gloved individuals. We will cautiously resume eating together as a commu-

nity. 

• The van and bus are available for use with masks strongly recommended 

for all participants. 

CONGRATULATIONS: New Members, Jerry and Kathy 

Swank joined on February 20th during the 8:30 AM Service.  



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 2 

Cornelius, NC 

FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc | #thanksMTZ 

Mt. Zion Ustream - https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries 

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

 

PRAYER SHAWL  
The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

invite you to join them on Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m. to knit/crochet prayer shawls and 

baby blankets. There is a place for you, no mat-
ter what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, they 

can help with that, as well. (Yarn is provided.) 

They meet in the church Parlor (located on the 

upper level of the Family Life Center) and hope 

to see you soon!  Please remember to wear a 

mask and social distance, if not vaccinated. 

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

11 Villas and the 4 story Condo build-

ings will have covered parking and ele-

vators. 

Call for details on current incentives, 

including a one year membership to the 

Lake Norman YMCA. 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

to 

$475,000.

Sizes 

range 

from 870-

2100 

square 

feet. 

MT. ZION CRAFT NIGHTS 
Whether it is scrapbooking or making 

cards, knitting, quilting or sewing, paint-

ing or carving wood, come join us in 

Christian fellowship and spend special 

time together. Any special make-n-take 

projects will be posted in the Mid-week. 

We will meet the 2nd and 4th Fri-

days, March 11th and 25th, from 3 pm- 

until in the Hut (across from the Family 

Life Center). If you plan to come after 6 

pm, please let us know. 

For any questions, contact Dora Dal-

mas at 704-737-

4859 / dalmascat@gmail.com or Susie 

Crump at 704-575-

5531 / susancrump@bellsouth.net. 

We are excited to host this special time 

together and look forward to seeing you 

there! Sponsored by Women of Zion 

APRIL NEWSLETTER 

Please send any articles and pictures you have 

by March 25th for the next newsletter to:       

newsletter@mtzionumc.net. 


