
 

 

  March 2021 Volume XXIII  Issue 3 

           

 Contact Phone Numbers                        

             Church Office 704-892-8566   Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654 

             Pastor on Call 704-819-9025          Website - www.mtzionumc.net 
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WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY - Online at 11 AM and Indoor in the Sanctuary 

at 9 AM and 11 AM (pre-registration required)  

Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

   Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY STARTS MARCH 17TH 

We are excited to invite you to join us for “We Are Beloved: A Lenten 

Journey with Protestant Prayer Beads.” This study is all about knowing 

deep within our bones that we are God’s beloved; we always have 

been, and we always will be. Author Kristen E. Vincent will take us on a 

journey throughout the Lenten season with a series of 7 lessons. Each 

one includes a Gospel lesson, a series of reflection questions that will 

help us ponder the message of the scripture passage, and prayer 

beads. Prayer beads are simply something to hold on to, to touch, to 

help quiet our minds and increase our sense of God’s presence. So 

along with each lesson there is a step-by-step devotion using prayer 

beads, though if you choose not to use them, this study will still work 

for you! We will plan to meet on Zoom, live stream to Facebook, and 

our YouTube channel on Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM, with the possi-

bility of an in-person meeting on Wednesday mornings. We will plan to 

begin Wednesday, March 17th. This past year has led so many of us to 

feel so weary and worn down. We pray that you will consider joining us 

on this beautiful journey as we are all reminded that all of us are God’s 

Beloved! If you would like to sign up to join, contact Pastor Lauren.  

TWO WAYS TO WORSHIP WITH US AT MT. ZION 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES 

In-person worship at Mt. Zion has resumed with services at 9:00 AM 
and 11:00 AM. Pre-registration is required and begins at 12:00 PM on 
the Wednesday before the service on Sunday. The link to pre-register 
will be in the midweek email and on the church website. Masks and 
social distancing are required at all times. 

ONLINE WORSHIP DETAILS 

Online worship will be available beginning at 11:00 AM through the 
church website, Facebook Live and YouTube. Join us live at 11:00 AM 
or watch later in the day or week. Don’t forget to register your attend-
ance each week. The online worship is available each week on the 
church website. 

LENTEN SERMON SERIES - Seven Last Words of Christ 

During the Lenten and Easter season we all prefer to avoid the reality 
of the cross. We all like to go from waving palm branches to singing 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today. We forget that it is from the cross that 
Jesus speaks and shows his deepest love for us. “It is from the cross, 
as Jesus breathes his last breath and speaks his last words, that his 
deep trust in the Father and his divine glory are revealed.” (Susan 
Robb, Seven Words) Each week during Lent the sermon will focus on 
one of the last words of Jesus spoken from the cross. In these words, 
we are offered a glimpse into the heart of God’s love for us.  

 

 

PATRICK, THE SHEPHERD-SLAVE-Jonathan’s Journals 

St. Patrick’s Day is coming up – March 17. I always think of my 

maternal grandparents on St. Patrick’s Day. No, they weren’t 

Irish. They were married on St. Patrick’s Day, so I would always call my 

Grandmother on March 17 every year to tell her I was thinking of her. 

My Grandfather died in 1975 and my Grandmother died in 2001, but I 

still think of them on St. Patrick’s Day. 

The life of St. Patrick is shrouded in mystery and legend, but most his-

torians do agree that he lived in the 5th century. According to The Con-

fessions of St. Patrick, he was born and raised in Roman Britain, but at 

the age of 16, he was captured by a group of Irish pirates who took him 

to Ireland as a slave. As a slave in Ireland, he worked as a shepherd. 

(Isn’t it interesting how the shepherding theme works its way through 

the Bible with Moses, David, Jesus, and others?). Well, Patrick was a 

shepherd too, and a slave. Think of how the Israelites were slaves in a 

foreign land until God acted powerfully to set them free. Patrick worked 

as a shepherd-slave in Ireland for six years, cultivating his relationship 

with God and converting to Christianity. After six years, he finally es-

caped with the help of God and returned to England. 

One would think that would be the end of Patrick’s time in Ireland, but 

he later received a vision in which he heard a call to return: “We appeal 

to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk among us.” He responded 

to the call, returned to Ireland, and spent the rest of his life living 

among the Irish, teaching them about the Christian faith, building up 

the church, and preserving a rich, vibrant stand of spirituality known as 

Celtic Christianity.     

It is humbling to think about how those whom we harm can turn out to 

be the instruments God uses to help us. Such was certainly the case 

with the Irish and St. Patrick. There have been other scapegoats in 

history who were initially rejected and abused, but whom God used to 

bless and redeem us.   We can trace this all back to Jesus, who quoted 

the verse from Psalm 118: “The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the chief corner stone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvel-

ous in our eyes.”   

I doubt my Grandparents were thinking about all this when they chose 
March 17 as the date of their wedding. I don’t know if they even 

thought about it being St. Patrick’s Day at all. But I’m sure they would 
appreciate the many lessons we can learn from St. Patrick, who en-
dured a Lenten season of pain and suffering that culminated in a beau-

tiful Easter blessing of faith, hope, and love. 

  

Please join us on Wednesdays as we examine the Passion Story of 

Christ as it is depicted in art and film on March 3rd and 10th at 11:00 

AM either in person, in the Youth Room of the Family Life Center or 

7:00 PM on Zoom* with live stream to Facebook and our YouTube 

channel. *The Zoom link will be in the mid-week email. 

March 7 – My God, My God (Communion 
will be celebrated at both services*) 

March 14 – I Thirst 

March 21– Woman, Here is Your Son 

March 28 – Palm Sunday – Into Your 
Hands and It is Finished 

*Additionally you may drive by the church from 12-1 PM 

or request that a pastor bring Communion to your home.   

LENTEN     
BIBLE STUDY  

OPPORTUNITY 
ON MARCH 
3RD & 10TH  

PASSION 
STORY OF 

CHRIST 
THROUGH 
ART AND 

FILM    



 

 

 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We meet immediately following Children’s 

Time during the nine o’clock service every 

Sunday. Please register through the weekly 

Worship registration and join us! Pick up is 

directly following the end of the service in 

Room 110 of the Education Building. Weekly 

lessons are posted on our Facebook page 

and church website. Virtual Sunday School 

is offered on Friday mornings via Zoom. 

Email: smercuri@mtzionumc.net for the link 

and more information.  

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

SAVE THE DATE 

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Sat-

urday, March 27th at 10 AM. We are plan-

ning a Covid safe event. More details to 

follow later this month through the Mid-

Week emails. If you would like to help with 

this function please contact Stacey. Donat-

ed filled (either with pre-packaged candy or 

toys) Easter Eggs are appreciated and can 

be dropped off at the Narthex of the Sanc-

tuary or the Church Office through the 

month of March.  

Sonshine Preschool is celebrating reading for the month of March and our fruit of the spirit Faithfulness!  We are learning 
about Dr. Seuss, Eric Carle, Fairy Tales, Nursery Rhymes and the most important book, the Bible!  Because we are cele-
brating reading, the preschool is holding a Virtual Scholastic Book Fair March 1st through March 11th!   
 
Support our school and help your child or grandchild discover new books, favorite characters, complete series and more!  
Enjoy ordering online, free shipping on book-only purchases over $25 and have the books shipped directly to your house.  
Please visit our Virtual Book Fair, anytime March 1st- 11th at the link: https://www.scholastic.com/bf/
sonshinepreschool2.  
 
Sonshine is growing and has added another 2’s class for the 2021-2022 school year!  We are looking to hire an experi-

enced 2’s Lead Teacher and a 2’s Assistant Teacher, please spread the word and have interested candidates contact 

Ms. Kim at the preschool office 704-892-0654 or by email: sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net. 

 

Our Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt will be 
Sat., March 27th 

at 10 AM. 



 

 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

MT. ZION OLDER ADULT MINISTRIES 

While the world is still full of uncertainty, we do know that millions of tulips have been planted in Holland, Michi-
gan, and they will burst forth this coming spring in all God’s glorious colors of the rainbow. But that’s not all!  
We will visit the Ford Factory and go on tour, a Frank Lloyd Wright House and the Gerald Ford Presidential 

Museum.   

In Holland, Michigan, where our host hotel will be, we will step back into the Netherlands of yesteryear where 
Dutch history and culture come to life in the architecture, flowering gardens, canals and windmills. We will visit 
the Veldheer’s Tulip Gardens, DeKlomp Wooden Shoe and Blue Delft Factory, the Dutch Village and the Wind-
mill Island Gardens. There are more tulips blooming here than in the world famous Keukenhof gardens in the 

country of Holland. 

$659 per person includes 5 days and 4 nights accommodations, 4 breakfasts, 2 dinners and sanitized motor 
coach transportation from Mt. Zion UMC. Deposit is $25 with reservation to the church office with final monies 
due no later than April 1. Please write ‘Holland’ in the check’s memo line. *Travel Protection is available and 

highly recommended. The health and safety of our travelers is of utmost importance. Therefore, in order to be 
able to spread out on the bus, this trip will be limited to 35 passengers.  

By May, all of us older adults will have had our Covid Vaccine and will be ready for travel! The White Star Tour 
Company (a Christian company) has kept me advised every single week during the pandemic on what they are 
doing to keep us safe and I feel very comfortable traveling with them. That said, if for some reason it becomes 

unsafe to travel, this trip will be cancelled. Because our money is not due until 30 days before we travel, we 
should have a pretty good idea on whether it is a ‘go’ or not by the end of March. Some items on the itinerary 

may even change between now and then but the tulips aren’t going anywhere.   

For more information, contact Dora Dalmas at 704-737-4859 or at dalmas2@mi-connection.com  

 

May 10-14, 2021        

5 days for $659. 

Please join us for  

a Trip to              

Holland, Michigan 

and Beyond! 

Here we are at the year anniversary of the "shut-down" this month! I look forward to seeing those of you that register to 
attend in-person worship, now that it has resumed. 

I continue to pray that you will consider joining the music program when we are able to gather again, which will hopefully 
be soon in some abbreviated capacity. There are opportunities for all ages to participate. Please feel free to contact me 
or Melanie with questions concerning our groups. We would love to have you join us when we are able to do so safely. 

Take care of yourselves, pray for each other and our staff, and please tune in or attend on Sunday mornings to 
hear the messages presented by our pastoral staff. Prayers and blessings to all, Shelley 

MUSIC NEWS 

CONFIRMATION 

We are so proud to announce that the 

2020 Confirmation Class was con-

firmed on Feb. 21. After taking months 

off, missing a retreat, wearing a mask 

(minus the ten seconds for the picture) 

each time they met and staying six 

feet apart, they persevered and made 

it to today! We are thrilled to welcome 

you into membership at Mt. Zion UMC!  

CLASS OF 2020  

Ava Grace Brown, Savannah Grace 

Coultry, William Peter Costello IV, 

Bryce Christopher Drury, Alec Scott Ed-

dy, William Robert Eisley, Tyler Harri-

son Freeman, Sarah McTeer Harmon, 

Bianca Marie Herrera, Curtis David 

Lambert, Jack Francis Thompson, 

Carter Ade Windell  

CONGRATULATIONS 



 

 

UPDATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Books are in and ready to be picked up!  

The Spring Adult Bible Studies books and March/April Upper 

Room books are now available in the gray box outside the church 

office door as well as the Narthex of the Sanctuary. 

 Dear Mt. Zion Friends, 

I want to thank you all for your care, concern 

and friendship extended to me these many 

months since the passing of my mother. If 

you were to ask me for something that I 

have learned over this past year, my re-

sponse would be patience as well as letting 

go and trusting what I cannot see. My moth-

er was often known to say “it will all work 

out” and all her life she held firm to the 

scripture verse of Proverbs 3:5-6. So I am 

patiently waiting and trusting as I anticipate 

a Celebration of Life service for my mother 

on October 23, 2021. While this date is still 

many months away, it gives me a sense of 

peace knowing it is also very close to the 

day she was born. It is my hope that this 

new date will allow people to join me and 

my family as we come together to celebrate 

the life of Minerva Bullock. 

Thank you, Karen Bullock 

 We have a collection of puzzles in our 

church library. Please feel free to take one, 

bring one, or do both! You can take it home 

and keep it or return it when you are done. 

Jigsaw puzzles are a great meditation tool 

and stress reliever. Thank you to those who 

have already made donations and gotten 

our collection started so far! 

Puzzles, 

Puzzles, 

Puzzles! 

 

 

ROOM USAGE GUIDELINES 
 

As we continue to offer safe places indoors for small groups to gather and open our Sanctuary for worship, the following guidelines are 
in place.  It is more important than ever that if you are onsite at Mt. Zion that you practice social distancing and wear a mask.  Only cer-
tain rooms are available.  Limits on number of people must be observed. 

Church rooms approved for use:  

• Sanctuary – up to 75 for worship (temporarily suspended)  

• FLC – up to 25 (only with strict masks & social distancing)  

• Hut & Youth Room–up to 15, Parlor–up to 10  

• Ed. Bldg. Rm 107 & 110 (children’s rooms) & Rm 201 & 204 (upstairs) – up to 15  

• All events must be scheduled and attendance reported through the church office.   

• Hand sanitizer is to be used upon entrance to church building and doorknobs and light switches 
must be wiped upon exiting. 

 



 

 

MISSION UPDATES 

 

 

Room in the Inn 

Many of you have seen the news reports about the Tent City in Charlotte and the relocation of the residents who 
lived there. All shelters in Charlotte are at capacity as well as over 200 people have now been moved to hotels for 
the next 90 days. They are also being provided with 3 meals a day. 

The Mt. Zion UMC congregation can 
extend their generosity by donating 
funds to A Roof Above (the foundation 
that runs Room In The Inn). Mt. Zion 
has donated over four SUV loads of 
toiletries, masks, blankets, scarves, 
hats and socks this year. We were able 
to give a generous check to them in 
December. As the housing crisis con-
tinues, they always need resources for 
our neighbors. The church office can 
collect your contributions and we 
will deliver them to A Roof Above. We 
thank you for all of your kind generosity 
over this winter. We look forward to 
housing our guests next year.  

Easter Bags  

This year Mt. Zion will be providing Easter bags for 135 local 
children from the Ada Jenkins Center (Davidson, Cornelius and 
Huntersville) and Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center (Cornelius).  
The children range in age from 0-17 and the cost of each bag is 
approximately $15.  There are two ways you can help: 

You can help by making a monetary donation to sponsor one 
or more children and any amount will be greatly appreciated!  
Please make your check payable to Mt. Zion UMC and write 
'Easter Bags' in the memo line.  We will purchase all the items 
to be included in the bags. We will NOT be collecting baskets 
this year. 

You can also volunteer to help with bag assembly! The bags 
are needed by mid-March so please watch the upcoming Mid-
Weeks for more information for dates and times. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering or have any questions, please contact:  

Wendi Mulligan at mulliganhood@gmail.com or 413-335-5343 
or Sebra Maines at sebramaines@yahoo.com or 980-721-5953 

Neighbors helping Neighbors helping 
Neighbors 

The Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center and 
Hope House Foundation of Huntersville's 
fundraising effort "Kick Homelessness to 
the Curb" ends March 15. They are collect-
ing new or gently used shoes with the goal 
of 2500 pairs!  

You can deliver your donations anytime to 
NCC, 19711 Smith Circle, Cornelius. Col-

lection bins are located by the side door 
near the picnic tables. Thank you! 

mailto:mulliganhood@gmail.com
mailto:sebramaines@yahoo.com


 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION: is extended to Linda Martin and 
family on the death of her sister, Ruth Little on January 27, Vicki Sherrill and 
family on the death of her mother, Ruby Blevins on February 2, Stacey Mercuri 
and family on the death of her grandfather, Ross Byrd on February 2, Melanie 
Kalkan and family on the death of her grandmother, Geraleen “Gerri” Wally on 
February 3, The Family of Mary & George “Heck” McAlister, on the death of  
Mary McAlister on February 10, and George “Heck” McAlister 
on February 22, Pat Westmoreland and family on the death of 
her husband, Sam Westmoreland on February 10, Emily Hall 
and family on the death of her grandfather, John Hall on Febru-
ary 14, Jeanine Eisley and family on the death of her grand-
mother, Sally Wells on February 14, Shelley Little and family 
on the death of her father, Jerry Griffin on February 20. 

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN HONOR OF Lila Jack Beam to the Budget, IN HON-
OR OF Ella Taylor to the Budget, IN HONOR OF Fran Conard to the Budget, IN 
MEMORY OF Ruth Westmoreland to the Budget, Repairers of the Breach, and the Pray-
er Shawl Ministry, IN MEMORY OF Ruby Blevins to the Budget, IN MEMORY OF Sam 
Westmoreland to the Budget, IN MEMORY OF Mary McAlister to the Budget and Repair-
ers of the Breach, IN MEMORY OF Minerva Bullock to the Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

  FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

January Financial Report 

 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of      
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

 

Our 2021 approved budget total is $1,018,706 

 

Total budget income in January – $ 49,820 

January’s expenses - $ 51,911 

 

*Year-to-Date budget income - $ 49,820 

Year-to-Date expenses - $ 51,911 

Difference ($ 2,091) 

 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$ 153,331.03 

 

Total designated fund balance is $331,860 

This includes: 

Capital Fund – $13,719 

Helping Hands Fund – $33,474 

 

 Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions. 

RACIAL HEALING WORKSHOP 

The Western North Carolina Conference is providing individuals, 

groups, and churches the opportunity to learn more about the im-

portant work of antiracism and strategies for putting it into practice in 

our local churches and communities. The title of these virtual work-

shops is, "Racial Healing and the Gospel of Reconciliation." 

Racism in all its forms is antithetical to the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. White supremacy is built on the lie that God did not create all 

humanity in his image. The saving work of Jesus Christ creates a be-

loved new community in which all are welcomed and treated with the 

dignity of children of God. These workshops will provide training in 

how to implement this gospel work in our churches and in our world.  

Please see the link below for more information about these workshops 

and opportunities to register.  

https://www.wnccumc.org/resourcedetail/racial-healing-and-the-gospel

-of-reconciliation-a-workshop-on-the-ministry-of-reconciliation-

14237605    

  

These workshops are offered over 

Zoom on March 7 & 16, and April 24. 

 

FEBRUARY 
BAPTISM:  

Lila Jack Beam 
was baptized on 

February 7, 2021. 
She is the daugh-
ter of Daniel and 
Marcella Beam 
and the sister of 

big brother Bowen.  



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc 

Mt. Zion Ustream - https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion  Stay in touch videos - http://www.mtzionumc.net/stay-in-touch-videos 

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | 

IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

 

PRAYER SHAWL 

  

The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINIS-
TRY invite you to join them on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m. to knit/crochet prayer 

shawls and baby blankets. There is a place 
for you, no matter what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, 

they can help with that, as well. (Yarn is 

provided.) They meet in the church Parlor 

(located on the upper level of the Family 

Life Center) and hope to see you 

soon!  Please remember to wear a mask 

and social distance. 

 

APRIL NEWSLETTER 

 

Please send any articles and 

pictures you have by March 22nd 

for the April newsletter to: 

newsletter@mtzionumc.net  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to place altar flowers in the 

Sanctuary please contact the church office at 

704-892-8566 for available dates.  

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

 

11 Villas and the 4 story Condo buildings 

will have covered parking and elevators. 

Call for details on current incentives. One 

year membership to the Davidson YMCA. 

https://livecorneliuswoods.com 

MT. ZION CEMETERY UPDATE 

 

ALL items (flowers, flags, statues, 
etc.) will be REMOVED from the 

Cemetery between MARCH 1-10. 
If you want to keep something, 
please remove it from the grave 

site before March 1st.  

You can replace it after March 
10th. We will repeat this clean up 

between August 1-10th.  

 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

- to 

$475,000.

Sizes 

range 

from 870-

2100 

square 

feet. 


