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Contact Phone Numbers                       Office Hours Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM | Friday 9 AM - 12 PM 

Church Office 704-892-8566  Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654 

Pastor on Call 704-819-9025       Website - www.mtzionumc.net 

     IN TOUCH…    The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 
WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY - Online at 9 AM and Indoor in the Sanctuary              

11 AM Worship on the Front Lawn 

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

   Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

An Echo from the Past and a Gift that Keeps on Giving 

Jonathan’s Journals 

Recently as Angela and I were vacationing near Charleston, SC, 

I decided to explore a part of my history of which I have no mem-

ories. I was born in Charleston, although I have no conscious 

memories of living there. My family moved away when I was only 

two. My father was the pastor at the time of Trinity UMC in down-

town Charleston.    

Since we were near Charleston for the week, I emailed the pastor 

and asked if I could come and look in the church and the sanctu-

ary. He was gracious and offered to meet me there one morning. 

I saw the sanctuary where I was baptized as an infant. I stood 

over the baptismal font where the water was once sprinkled over 

my head. I had not been there in 52 years, but somehow the time 

collapsed and I tried to imagine what the day must have been 

like. Although my father was the pastor, he did not baptize me; 

he invited the District Superintendent to baptize me, so that he 

and Mother could take the baptismal vows. 

I don’t have any memories of the day, but that’s where my Chris-

tian journey started. I was too young to make any big decisions 

that day, I was just the recipient of a great gift. It was a gift from 

God that was passed on to me through a particular church. For 

the first two years of my life, that congregation nurtured and 

loved me in ways that surely impacted me, even though I don’t 

remember them. Then, another congregation in a different city 

picked up where they had left off, upholding the baptismal prom-

ises to surround me with a community of love and forgiveness 

that I might grow in my service to others, until such a time as I 

was able to profess the faith for myself. On that day, I paused to 

say a prayer at that baptismal font, thanking God for reaching out 

to me before I was ever able to reach out to Him.            

  (Continued onto the next page). 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

As we continue to reopen and offer more and more program-
ming at the church, the Reopening Task Force has approved 
the following summer worship schedule. 

 

June 6  

 9:00 AM indoor & online 

 11:00 AM outside*  

June 13 

 9:00 AM indoor & online  

 11:00 AM outside* - Food Trucks after worship (See 
 article below for more information) 

June 20 - September 5 (Labor Day weekend) 

 8:30 AM indoor with communion 

 9:45 AM outside* 

 11:00 AM indoor & online 

 

*In case of rain, the outside service would meet in the          
sanctuary. 

We will have a special schedule for July 4th with no 11 AM 
service. Join us for our two early services and then spend 
some extra time with family. 

 8:30 AM indoor with communion 

 9:45 AM outside* 

We hope that this schedule will allow our Mt. Zion community 
to continue to worship in different ways - inside, online, and 
outside throughout the summer.  We hope to see you. 

Mt. Zion Summer Kickoff | Sunday June 13  

As we kickoff the summer, we would love to fellowship with you. Join us after the 11:00 

AM service for our Summer Kickoff. We will have two food trucks: Crafty Burger and 

Ole Buddy’s Oinker Express available where you can purchase lunch. You may also 

bring a picnic lunch if you would like. 

The Nurture committee will provide canned drinks, bottled water and ice cream from 

the Kool Kats Ice Cream truck at no cost to you.   

This is a great opportunity to gather with your Mt. Zion family and also a great time to 

invite friends and neighbors to join us. We hope to see you on June 13. Let the sum-

mer begin! 

You can view the vendors’ menus from the following links: 

https://tinyurl.com/ftb6wa23  

https://www.zmenu.com/ole-buddys-oinker-express-huntersville-online-menu/ 

http://www.koolcaticecream.com/menu.html 



 

 

MUSIC WITH SHELLEY 
Happy Summer! Well, at least it feels like the summer season, even though it does not officially begin until June 20th.  After 
my experiences this past winter of losing both parents, I graciously welcome the beautiful colors and warmth that the summer 
brings to our area.   
As we continue to progress out of the pandemic, I want to encourage any of you who may want to participate in the choir to 
join us in the choir room for about an hour on Thursday evenings for rehearsals. We will NOT hold rehearsals during the 
month of July, but we will continue to sing during the indoor services on Sunday mornings throughout the summer.  Before 
we know it, we will begin our Christmas music in August. Now THAT is very exciting! 
ATTENTION HAND BELL RINGERS!!!  As we are all excited to get back to the bell room, we will hold off until August 5th to 
begin our rehearsals. I "jumped the gun" so to speak, when I set the rehearsals to begin in May.  As 
we are now able to gather more comfortably around other folks, many of us have summer plans to be 
with family and take vacations. You all know that without EVERYONE at bell rehearsals, it is a strug-
gle! I look forward to a full room of ringers beginning August 5th. 
Our TENTATIVE plan for Music and Arts Camp the week of July 19

th
 still stands. This will depend on 

the commitment we get from the volunteers and children, as we open up registration in June through 
the mid-week announcements online. 
If you are interested in choir or hand bell participation, please contact me at slittle@mtzionumc.net with 
any questions or concerns. Stay well, and know that you are in my daily prayers. Love, Shelley  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 

gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. Col 3:16 

How often do we find ourselves listening to the popular song of the summer? It seems to get stuck in 

our head and we sing it all day long. While the Bible is not a songbook it contains over 185 songs 

(most of which are Psalms). We can find songs in the Bible for all kinds of occasions - battles, coro-

nations, funerals, cities being sacked, and seas splitting up. Join us beginning June 6 for our new 

summer sermon series as we look at some of these wonderful songs. 

• Children’s Ministry needs your assistance in creating the decorations to make 
this year’s Vacation Bible School (June 14th week) come alive! The theme is Rocky 
Railway and it will be full of trains. You can give as much or as little of your time as 
you feel called. We also need volunteers for the week of Vacation Bible School to 
be crew leaders and assistants for crews for both sessions. Please contact smercu-
ri@mtzionumc.net if you have interest in helping with this very important ministry. 

• Summer Missions needs Volunteers to help with: YMCA Summer Camp and 
Ada Jenkins Back to School Supply Drive. For full details, please contact Sebra 
Maines at 980-721-5953 or sebramaines@yahoo.com.   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

JONATHAN’S JOURNALS CONTINUED 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 

As I returned to Mt. Zion, I thought about all the children (and adults) we have baptized here in Cornelius. I thought about the 
ways we are surrounding these children with a community of love and forgiveness. They may not be able to articulate it right 
now, but we are conveying a message to them that they are loved and included as part of God’s family. I noticed the children 
who were serving as acolytes last Sunday. They are part of the baptized family of God. They are already letting their light 
shine. I looked at the children who sang on May 23 at the 11:00 service on the stage of our outdoor service. I was standing 
behind them to make sure they didn’t accidentally fall off the back of the stage and hurt themselves. They are part of the bap-
tized family of God. In what ways do we stand behind them to make sure they don’t fall? I think of the children who will partici-
pate in our VBS this summer. We are teaching them about God’s love. I was proud to watch our preschool children at Son-
shine Preschool graduate. They know that church is a safe place where they are valued, taught, and loved. I remembered the 
confirmation class that we confirmed just a few months ago, many of whom had been baptized at Mt. Zion (or at another 
church that had loved them and passed them along to us). I thought of all these and other ways 
that Mt. Zion lives out our baptismal promises to children of all ages. As we declare in our bap-
tism, “Christ has opened the church to people of all ages, nations, and races.” 

Baptism is the gift that keeps on giving. Where were you baptized? At Mt. Zion? At another 
church? In what ways are you passing on our baptismal faith to another generation? Remember 
that you are baptized and claimed by God, and be thankful. 

Peace,   Jonathan  
Trinity UMC, Charleston, SC 

mailto:slittle@mtzionumc.net


 

 

 SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITES 

Summer Sunday School meets immediately following Children’s Time during the 

nine o’clock indoor service every Sunday for children in Fifth Grade and younger. 

Pick up is directly following the end of the service in Room 110 of the Education 

Building.  Outdoor Sunday School meets in the Outdoor Worship Area immedi-

ately following Children’s Time of the eleven o’clock service, with pick up on the 

playground, weather permitting. The Nursery is available during the nine o’clock 

service for children four years-old and younger in Room 100 of the Education 

Building. Weekly lessons are posted on our Facebook page and church website.  

We need Sunday School teachers for this fall! Please email:                           

smercuri@mtzionumc.net if you are interested or have questions. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

And that’s a wrap for our 2021 Preschool Session! Graduation for our 4 Year-Old’s was hot and beautiful on May 27th. Please 
keep these children in your prayers as they head off to Kindergarten in the Fall! We are so thankful that Sonshine was able to 
operate safely during these past 5 months. This ministry is so vital to providing a Christian learning environment for children and 
families. Thank you to everyone for your prayers and support! 
 
The Preschool office will be open on Mondays and Tuesdays from 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM during the summer.   
 
Sonshine is now enrolling for our Transitional Kindergarten class. The TK class is designed for older 4 year-olds and 5 year-olds 
who need a little more time to develop socially, emotionally, physically or academically before going to Kindergarten. This class 
acts as a bridge between preschool and Kindergarten to further prepare children for success in a traditional school setting. We 
focus on developing the whole child from social-emotional, independence and cognitive skills to spiritual, literacy, math and sci-
ence understanding. The TK class meets Monday-Thursday from 9 AM - 1 PM. Children experience Chapel once a week, Music 
class once a week and an off-site field trip every third Friday of the month. Please see our website for more information:       
www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/sonshine-preschool 
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful 2021-2022 school year! Teachers return August 27th and the First Day of School is 
Wednesday September 8th, 2021! Please pray as we prepare for our next year! 

   

KIDS CLUB 

The children that partici-

pated on Wednesday 

nights did a wonderful 

job singing on Pente-

cost Sunday during the 

eleven o’clock service. 

We look forward to see-

ing everyone back in 

September! 

 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

Climb aboard for moun-

tains of fun at Rocky 

Railway! On this faith-

filled adventure, kids 

discover that trusting 

Jesus pulls them through 

the life’s ups and downs! 

Morning sessions will be 

June 14- 17 from 9:30-

11:30 AM and nights of 

the same week from 6-8 

PM.  Registrations are: 

https://vbspro.events/p/

events/mtz2021am 

https://vbspro.events/p/

events/mtz2021pm 

MUSIC & ART CAMP 

Our plan is to have this 

event July 19th- 22nd. 

Additional information and 

registration will be coming 

in the June Midweek. 



 

 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS 



 

 

2021 GRADUATES 

High School Graduates 

Sydney Lauren Broadway 

Lucas Caldwell Coker 

Mary Elizabeth Combs 

Bryson Hill Freeman 

Jacob David Kerr 

Jeremy Christian Newton 

Emma Reece Oltremari 

Joseph Michael Ryan 

Lauren Sophia Strom 

Lynlee Brice Tucker 

Benjamin (Ben) Felix Vaughan 

College Graduates 

Andrew (Jake) Jacob Blum 

Elizabeth Rose Boger 

Danielle Lauren DePaolis 

Wyatt Thomas Freeman 

Savannah Morgan Goss 

Melanie Ann Hall 

Carly Lucinda Lawing 

Mackenzie Josephine Morris 

Jacob William Ryan 

Jonathan James Sarver, Jr. 



 

 

ADULT TRAVEL MINISTRY 

 

The trip to Holland, Michigan was a huge success!  Sunshine and warmth followed us all the way up to Michigan where we 

saw millions of tulips in full bloom in glorious colors of the rainbow. Much fun and fellowship was had on the trip with a visit 

to the Henry Ford Museum as well as the factory tour of F150’s being made (no pictures allowed). On the way we stopped 

at a Topiary Garden and on the way back, we saw a unique “Vegetable" garden. In Grand Rapids we visited a Frank Lloyd 

Wright home and the Frederick Meijer Gardens. Most of our time was spent in Holland where we had a Step-on-guide tell 

us ‘all’. In addition we saw a beautiful lighthouse among Lake Michigan’s “dunes". We visited several places in Holland with 

the Windmill Farms being one of the favorites or was it the Wizard of Oz garden? See our Mt. Zion ‘tulips’ below!  

Adult Travel Ministry Fall Trip to the Sight and Sound Theater featuring ‘Queen Esther’                                                

The Underground Railroad experience and Strasburg Train Ride! 

October 13-15, 2021. Three days and two nights. $429 per person. Reserve by June 28 with a $100 deposit. 

Our travels take us to the Lancaster, Pennsylvania area where we will spend 

two nights and see the performance of ‘Queen Esther’ at the Sight and Sound 

Theater (www.sight-sound.com). It is a captivating tale in the Bible of beauty 

and bravery told with special effects and live animals. We will also visit 

the Underground Railroad Experience, where we will learn about the slave 

trade in Colonial America to the Civil War. Lunch will be on board the Stras-

burg Train among the vibrant fall foliage. Other activities are listed on the flyer.  

This trip includes motor coach transportation from Mt. Zion, 2 nights lodging, 2 

dinners, 1 lunch on the train, 2 breakfasts, entrance fees to attractions and gra-

tuities. Final payment by August 23, 2021. Please make your check payable to 

Mt. Zion UMC, date your check June 28 and put Fall Trip in the 

memo section. The health and safety of our travelers is of utmost importance 

and we feel safe traveling with like vaccinated travelers. 

For more information or to obtain a flyer contact Dora Dalmas at 704-737-4859 

or dalmas2@mi-connection.com. 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION: is extended to Jim 
Causey and family on the death of his brother-in-law, Rodney Ramey 
on May 14th. 

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN MEMORY OF Ruby Blevins to the Budget, 
IN MEMORY OF George “Heck” and Mary McAlister to the Budget, IN 
MEMORY OF Sam and Pat Westmoreland to the Budget, IN HONOR OF Wen-
dell Fox to the Budget. 

  FINANCIAL UPDATE 
April Financial Report 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of      
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

Our 2021 approved budget total is $1,018,706 

Total budget income in April – $62,347 

April’s expenses - $74,861 

 

*Year-to-Date budget income - $212,336 

Year-to-Date expenses - $227,782 

Difference ($15,446) 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$155,595 

Total designated fund balance is $260,287 

This includes: 

Capital Fund – $15,071 

Helping Hands Fund – $29,614 

 Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions. 

Our Reopening Task Force continues to meet and update the guidelines 
for Mt. Zion UMC.   Since the CDC, the State of NC and the Western 
North Carolina Annual Conference has issued new guidance, the follow-
ing are the guidelines for Mt. Zion UMC: 

• Making masks optional requires trust. The safety and well-being of all 
members and friends of Mt. Zion is our top priority. 

• Masks are no longer required for those who have been fully vaccinat-

ed. Fully vaccinated is defined as being two weeks after the last dose 

of the vaccine.  

• We do encourage maintaining social distance of three to six feet in 

between different households in indoor worship and fellowship activi-

ties. 

• Food, snacks, and drinks should be served by masked and gloved 

individuals. Until the vaccination percentage increases, buffet lines 

are discouraged. 

• The van and bus are available for use without restrictions when the 

entire group is fully vaccinated and with masks and social distancing 

otherwise.  

MARRIAGES: 

Congratulations to   
Ginger Andersen and 
Scott Chiccarello who 

were married on      
May 1, 2021. 

PRAISE REPORT: 

SPRC is pleased to announce that Pas-
tor Angela, Pastor Jonathan and Associ-

ate Pastor Lauren have been assigned to 
Mt. Zion for another year. We are 

blessed to have them "lead the flock" and 
thank them for their leadership and sup-
port during the challenging past year.   

ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS: 

The Western NC Conference will meet online Saturday, June 12 at 10 AM. You may 
watch the livestream by going here: https://www.wnccumc.org/streamac 

The Annual Conference will also be hosting “Connection points” or webinars the week 
before Annual Conference, each night at 7 PM. The schedule for these webinars is as 

follows: 

June 7:  Equity and Justice: Eradicating the Other Pandemic of Racism                     
June 8: Moving Forward in the UMC: Where do things stand in the denomination?   

June 9: Theirs is the Kingdom: A Documentary about Haywood St. in Asheville.       
June 10: Conference Awards Night 

For more information about these webinars, and to watch them during the week, please 

go online to: https://www.wnccumc.org/AC21ConnectionPoints   

REOPENING GUIDELINES - JUNE 2021 

Upcoming Administrative Meetings  
June 14 at 7 PM - Finance Committee. We will meet in person in the Parlor 

and on Zoom. June 21 at 7 PM - Administrative Board. We will meet by 

Zoom. Watch for an email with the Zoom link in the coming weeks for both.  



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

“MAKING, MATURING, MOBILIZING DISCIPLES FOR CHRIST” 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc 

Mt. Zion Ustream - https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries  

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

 

PRAYER SHAWL  

The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
invite you to join them on Wednesdays at 10:30 

a.m. to knit/crochet prayer shawls and baby 
blankets. There is a place for you, no matter 

what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, they 

can help with that, as well. (Yarn is provided.) 

They meet in the church Parlor (located on the 

upper level of the Family Life Center) and hope 

to see you soon!  Please remember to wear a 

mask and social distance. 

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

 

11 Villas and the 4 story Condo buildings 

will have covered parking and elevators. 

Call for details on current incentives. One 

year membership to the Davidson YMCA. 

https://livecorneliuswoods.com 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

to 

$475,000.

Sizes 

range 

from 870-

2100 

square 

feet. 

 

Mt. Zion Craft Nights 
So excited that things are looking up 

and we can begin gathering again to 

craft!  Whether it is scrapbooking or 

making cards, knitting or sewing, 

painting or carving wood, come join 

us in Christian fellowship and spend 

special time together. We will meet 

the 2nd & 4th Fridays, June 

11 and June 25, from 3 - 8:30 pm in 

the Hut  (across from the Family Life 

Center). For any questions, contact: 

Dora Dalmas at 704-737-4859 or 

email: dalmas2@mi-

connection.com or Susie Crump at 

704-575-5531 or  email: su-

sancrump@bellsouth.net. 

We are excited to host this special 

time together and we look forward to 

seeing you there!  

Sponsored by Women of Zion 

JULY NEWSLETTER 

Please send any articles and pictures you have 

by June 25th for the July newsletter to:       

newsletter@mtzionumc.net  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to place altar flowers in the 

Sanctuary please contact the church office at 

704-892-8566 for available dates. 


