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Jonathan’s Journals 

How Do We Worship at Mt. Zion?                                          

At its May 4th Zoom meeting, the Administrative Board of Mt. 

Zion planned a reopening task force to study the safest ways 

to go about the process of reopening Mt. Zion.   This task 

force is still working, and it will continue to meet by Zoom 

over the course of the next several months.  The task force’s 

top priority is the safety and well-being of all members and 

friends of Mt. Zion.   To guide us in our work, we have lis-

tened to the recommendations of the Western NC Confer-

ence’s Bishop and Cabinet, and to the recommendations of 

scientists, medical professionals, and public health experts, 

including those from the CDC and the NC Department of 

Health and Human Services. 

The task force also conducted a survey of the congregation, 

not to “vote” on what we would do based on popular demand, 

but to listen to the hopes and concerns of our congregation.  

Over and above all of these voices, we listened for the voice 

of God through prayer and discernment.   After going through 

this process, the task force determined that Mt. Zion was not 

prepared to have indoor worship services at this time.   The 

risk of spreading the virus at an indoor service is too great at 

this point.  The Conference has reminded us of John Wes-

ley’s Three General Rules, which are 1) Do no harm.  2) Do 

good, and 3) Stay in love with God.  We believe that holding 

indoor services at this time could potentially do harm and 

thus violate John Wesley’s first rule. 

Many people have expressed appreciation for the online ser-

vices that our pastors, staff, and volunteers have been doing 

over the past two months, and these online services will con-

tinue.  We recognize that there is a significant desire and 

need to gather in person, and we want to honor that desire 

and need if we can do so safely.   The task force believes 

that having an outdoor service (with very specific guidelines 

in place) can be done safely, so we are planning to have our 

first outdoor service on the front lawn of the church on May 

31 at 10 AM.      

Because Mt. Zion is uniquely blessed with a very large front 

yard, worshippers will have plenty of room to spread out.   

Bring your own chair or blanket to sit on (no umbrellas since 

this might block the view of others).   You will also have the 

option to remain in your car and listen to the service on your 

FM radio.  Since May 31 is Pentecost, you are encouraged to 

wear red, orange, or yellow.   

We will issue our guidelines for outdoor worship in a variety 

of ways, including email and videos, but the primary rule we 

want to emphasize at this time is the mandatory rule of social 

distancing.   We must at all times keep at least 6 feet away 

from all people except for those in our family.   If you 

have little ones who would not understand and practice the 

rule of social distancing, we recommend that you simply stay 

at home and watch the service online.   You will not be al-

lowed in the church building, even to use the bathroom, so if 

you think this will be a problem for you or your family, please 

stay at home and watch the service online.  We also recom-

mend using some sort of face covering if possible, although 

we recognize that some do not feel comfortable or are not 

able to do so.   The CDC has recommended face covering in 

situations where you cannot practice social distancing, but if 

you practice social distancing, the face covering is not man-

datory.  There will be special boxes where you can drop off 

your offering.  Of course, if we have bad weather on a Sun-

day morning, we will notify people by email and Facebook 

that there will be no outdoor service, and people will be en-

couraged to watch the service online.   

Beginning May 31, the online service will be live at 8:30 

AM and broadcast on the church website and Facebook 

Live.    If you do not watch the service live, you can al-

ways watch it later in the day at a time of your choosing.  We 

do ask that you register your attendance, whether you at-

tend an outdoor service or watch online.   The task force, 

the pastors, and the church staff reserve the right to make 

changes in our plans at any time as circumstances may 

change. Any such changes will be communicated to the 

congregation by email, Facebook, the church website, and 

other avenues. 

Peace,  

Jonathan 

WORSHIP IN JUNE 
Just a reminder, beginning on May 31 there are two ways to worship with the  Mt. Zion community. 
 1.  Watch the service online through our church website or Facebook.  This service will be live at 8:30 AM 
and also available for you to watch at a later day or time. 
 2.  Join us in person for an Outdoor Worship service at 10 AM on the front lawn of the church.  Bring your 
own chair and don’t forget to practice social distancing. 

Upcoming Special Celebrations: 
 

May 31- Pentecost - Wear red, orange or  yellow.                                         June 7 - Graduate Recognition Sunday 

https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc


 

 

MUSIC NEWS FROM SHELLEY 

 

 

Zoom - We are so thankful to the parents who have continued to connect their children 

with us through various Zoom calls during this unusual time.  The elementary students 

who are a part of the Musical, “Plane Ol’ Mission Trip” have continued weekly online practices.  Our 

younger friends have been involved in a Virtual Share and Story Time on Friday mornings.  These 

will continue through the Stay at Home Order and any child is welcome to join either at any time! 

Details are posted on our Facebook page or 

contact  smercuri@mtzionumc.net to be 

added to the email distribution list.                                                        

Children’s Lessons – Our Sunday School 
curriculum “Deep Blue” by Cokesbury is 
available on our church website under 
Children’s Ministry each week.  The vide-
os that go along with each lesson are 
posted on our Facebook page every Sunday morning. 

Vacation Bible School  - Based on the state’s restrictions under the Stay Safer At Home Order, we are unable to 
hold our VBS on our original dates of June 15th – 18th. However, that week we will be offering an online VBS op-
tion that can be accessed at home, with more details to follow when we get closer to that week in mid-June.  We 
also hope to have in-person small group VBS meetings in July and August, primarily outside at church.  We will 
provide more information on these events as details and guidelines are finalized. “Rocky Railway” Jesus’ Power 
Pulls Us Through!  We praise God for being with us on the current bumpy journey we are all on. Registration for 
VBS is: vbspro.events/p/mtzvbs2020    

Music and Arts Camp is unfortunately canceled this summer due to the nature of this camp, the guidelines, and 
requirements around COVID-19 by the state and CDC. We look forward to when we are able to bring this oppor-
tunity back in the future. 

Caring Connections – This opportunity can connect the children of Mt. Zion with our Senior mem-
bers. Like many, our Elderly are cut off from visitors during the pandemic.  A drawing, encouraging 
letter, hand-written scripture or phone call will bring joy to our Homebound and let them know they 
are loved.  If you would like to adopt a Shut-in during this time, please email                                  
smercuri@mtzionumc.net to be matched.  1 Cor. 12:27 “Now you are the body of Christ, and each 
one of you is a part of it.”  

 CHILDREN’S CORNER with Ms. Stacey 

Hi, Folks! 

 As we continue separating ourselves from family, friends, and the overall public, I feel sure that you all 
have discovered alternative ways to keep in touch.  I am technically challenged and have found myself on daily Zoom 
Calls, which I NEVER would have considered as an option before the pandemic. 

 Life is different for us all, and even though some good things have happened since the adjustment of staying 
home, unfortunately, we (the staff) had to make the call to cancel the Music and Arts Camp this summer because of 
COVID-19.  At the camp, there is way too much interaction and "hands on" involvement with instruments and art supplies 
for us to keep our distance from the children.  So, without a doubt, this is the right decision.  

 You have probably heard about how it may be awhile before large groups of singers can gather again safely, as 
singing produces respiratory droplets to fly farther in the air than just talking.  There have been news reports and many 
videos made online explaining why singing in groups is discouraged, but we will begin choir rehearsals again when we 
know for sure that we are not putting the singers at risk of getting the virus.  We will continue to have small groups provide 
the music for the Sunday services.  That being said, I am open to suggestions and your creative ideas to keep our music 
program going strong.  Please know that I SURE DO MISS OUR FULL CHOIR and PRAISE TEAM, HANDBELLS and 
CHILDREN'S MUSIC MINISTRIES!!! 

 I am so happy that we are continuing to record our Sunday morning services AND offering outdoor services for 
those members who feel comfortable worshipping on the lawn.  At least that is a positive step towards the feeling of con-
gregating again.  The Mount Zion family is connected in so many wonderful ways, and even though we may be facing a 
"new normal" for a while, please continue to keep our church family in prayer, as we carefully consider each other’s safety, 
health and well-being in the future months. 

 As I have communicated before, check out the website for the Sunday services, updates, "stay in touch videos", 
and the zoom meeting schedules.  We are doing our best to keep you informed and involved in the happenings of our  
wonderful church. 

 See you online!  I love and miss you all... 

Romans 12:12  "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer."                                              Shelley  



 

 

 
 

 All Zoom calls have ended for this school year. While meeting online each week was definitely different than 
what we are used to, I have truly enjoyed our time getting to know one another better and digging into the 
word of God together over the past couple of months. Thank you for being flexible and joining us for our virtual 
gatherings.  

 

 Rising 6th Graders- We would like to welcome rising 6th graders to participate in any youth events starting in 
June! I would love to talk with each of you and welcome you to F.U.E.L. Please stop by the youth house porch 
on Sunday, May 31st, directly following the outdoor worship service. I would love to give you a gift 
and welcome you! Please make sure to follow social distancing. Stay spaced out on the driveway. If you can-
not make it but want to be involved in youth, please email me at  bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

 

 We have a new opportunity to gather in the month of June! We will be able to have small groups of youth 
gathering outside  of the youth house. Join us for these outdoor hangouts on Tuesday nights at 7:00 PM.  We 
will follow social distancing by keeping six feet between each of us. You will bring your own chair or blanket to 
sit on and you will be asked to wear a mask. Since numbers are limited, anyone interested must sign up by  
signupgenius.  Here is the link—https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094eaea82aa5f94-youth  Follow 
the church social media accounts for updates. Do not hesitate to email me anytime with any questions or ide-
as for youth ministry.  

  
   
 
 
Congratulations to all graduates! Good luck with your future plans. Stay in touch with your church and youth fami-
ly! “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  
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God Bless,  Brittany 

GRADUATE SUNDAY 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 

F.U.E.L. YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

GRADUATION SUNDAY– JUNE 7 

 Graduate Recognition Sunday will be held at Mt. Zion UMC on June 7th, 2020. Our plan is to hold an 
outdoor worship service on the front lawn of the church at 10 AM where all graduates will be recognized. 

 All graduates are encouraged to wear caps and gowns and we will gather on the steps of 
the Sanctuary at 9:45 AM for a “social distancing” picture. 

 If the outdoor worship service is cancelled because of rain, all graduates will come inside 
the Sanctuary after the picture and we will tape a brief service of recognition and celebration that 
will be available online. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094eaea82aa5f94-youth


 

 

OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES  

Sonshine hosted a “Drive-By Graduation” for our 4 Year-Olds on May 20, 2020.  Pomp and circum-
stance played while decorated cars drove under the breezeway and children received their caps, tas-
sels and Graduation certificates.  An “End of Year” drive by was also held on May 22, 2020 for families 
to come and pick up their child’s personal belongings, schoolwork, artwork and end of year gifts.    
Bubbles and tears were abundant.  We love our Sonshine Families and can’t wait to see everyone 
back in the Fall!  We pray everyone has a safe and happy summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wild West Summer Camp for June has been cancelled.  We hope to offer a summer camp in 2021. 
 

We are still growing and enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year!  There are a few spots left in our 2’s and 3’s pro-
gram.  If you know of a family looking for a preschool, please send them our way!  Contact Kim Webb or Cathy 
Wiese  at 704-892-0654.  Enrollment forms can be found online www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/sonshine-preschool 

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 

Mt.  Zion College Adoption Program  surprised our college        

graduates with signs and cake!  Thank you CAP committee for 

your continued support! Congratulations Graduates! 



 

 

MISSION UPDATES 

HOMEMADE CLOTH MASKS 

The Sewin’ Love group continues to make masks for various organizations in our  area.  To date, 

we have made over 1,000 masks.  

If you know of a non-profit that needs masks, please feel free to give them our contact                    

information - (dalmas2@mi-connection.com) 

For those of you who need a mask to go out in public, the Sewin’ Love group and helpers are 
making masks as time and supplies allow. If you would like a mask, please contact Dora Dalmas 
at dalmas2@mi-connection.com and specify Large (men size), Medium (women size) or Small 

(small adult or small child). You can also specify if you would like one with elastic behind the ears or one with 
ties.  If you would like to make a donation, please make a check to Mt. Zion UMC with ‘COVID’ in the memo sec-

tion and checks can be left in the church mailbox. You will be contacted when your mask is ready for pickup in the 
gray box outside the church office door.  

If you would like more information about how to help with making masks, please email Dora Dalmas.                            

If you would like to make a special request, purchase 1/3 yd of 100% cotton and we will make it up for you :) 

Mission Update 

Thank you to everyone who so graciously responded to our recent appeal to help 
the Neighborhood Care Center in their effort to provide food for families in our 
neighborhood who are in need! Thank you also to all who have sponsored bags  
directly to the Care Center, delivered weekday lunches, and volunteered to deliver 
food. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Mt. Zion continues to participate in a 
Community Mission Opportunity at the Neighborhood Care Center and volunteer 
opportunities are listed below.  Mt. Zion continues to look for ways to be in service 
with those in our neighborhood.  Let us know if you are aware of any needs with our 
community. 

Thanks, Angela Marlowe and Sebra Maines 

Neighborhood Care Center Opportunities                                 

1. Meal Delivery - The Neighborhood Care Center is the delivery agency for the CMS lunches that go to children 
on weekdays. They can always use more volunteers and many of the routes are here in Cornelius. All volunteers 
meet at Blythe Elementary. 

2. Sponsor a Family - This is purchasing a bag of food (see below for the list of items) and taking this food to the 
Neighborhood Care Center. They need at least 10 bags a day. 

3. Volunteer for the Manna for Life  bi-weekly on Saturdays.  Check sign up              
genius for June dates. 

 

To volunteer use the below sign up genius.  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f48abaa22a2f58-volunteer  

For all volunteers from Mt. Zion, please put MZ by your name so they know what church you are from. Masks and 
gloves will be provided for all making deliveries, and social distancing will be observed. Contact Sebra @ 
sebramaines@yahoo.com  or  Pastor Angela@ amarlowe@mtzionumc.net for more information or assistance 
with volunteering.                                                                       

 Items Needed in Bag of Food                  

Fruit, canned or fresh 2,   Soup 2,  Vegetables, canned or fresh 3, Beans 4,  Pasta, spaghetti, etc. 2,  Macaroni & 
Cheese 2, Rice, 1 lb bag 1,  Peanut Butter & Jelly 1,   Meat, canned 5, Meals, boxed 1, Cereal 1, Oatmeal or grits, 
box 1,  Condiments 1, Personal items 2, Hispanic products (tortillas, etc) 3 

http://connection.com/


 

 

Church Office and Activities Update  

   THANK YOU! 

UNITED METHODIST GENERAL AND ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATES 

I want to sincerely thank our Mt. Zion church 

family for all the cards, calls and prayers during 

my recent operation and hospital stay. 

I also want to especially thank all of the mem-

bers of the Chancel Choir for their support and 

prayers. 

Shelia and I are very blessed to have a wonder-

ful church family who care 

about each other. 

Thank you from the bottom 

of my heart. 

Dale Readling 

United Methodist General Conference 

The General Conference of the United Methodist Church was scheduled to meet May 5-15, 2020 in Minneapolis.  Due to 

the Coronavirus pandemic, the General Conference was postponed.  A date for the next General Conference has not 

been officially set, but the Council of Bishops recommended that the tentative dates be Aug. 31-Sept. 10, 2021.   Only 

the Commission on the General Conference can officially set the date for the next General Conference, and they have 

not done so yet.   

After the dates of Aug. 31-Sept. 10, 2021 were suggested by the Council of Bishops, a group of young adults petitioned 

that those dates be reconsidered because they conflict with the beginning of the academic year and would therefore ex-

clude young adults from General Conference.  The Council of Bishops then issued a statement of support for this request 

by young adults, so the actual dates for the next General Conference are still to be determined. 

For more updates on the next General Conference, you can go to our church website: mtzionumc.net, hover over the tab 

that says, “About Mt. Zion,” and then click “United Methodist News.”    

Thank You Church Family! 
This is a tough time to lose a 
loved one, but there’s no doubt 
my sister is rejoicing in heaven.  I 
appreciate all your cards, flowers, 
thoughts, and prayers.  Your love 
is amazingly abundant and re-
ceived         graciously. I am truly 
blessed. 
 

Torrie Thompson  

 

Church Office & Activities Update          
 During our new Safer at Home Order the church office will be open from 9 AM to 1 PM Monday -
 Thursday and from 9 AM to noon on Fridays. If you need to come by the church office, we ask that you practice 
social distancing and face coverings are recommended.                     
 After church office hours, you can leave a message (704-892-8566) or send an email and someone will 
get back in touch with you as soon as possible.                                                                    
 As always, a pastor remains on call after hours to be of assistance during emergency situations. Please 
call the Pastor On Call number at  704-819-9025.                                     
 All in-person church activities that are held indoors remain cancelled.  During the month of June some 
small groups are preparing to meet outside.  We will communicate when it is appropriate to resume any in-
person inside church programs.  We encourage all of our small groups (Sunday school classes, UMW circles 
and others) to stay in touch as much as possible. 

Thank you everyone at 

Mt. Zion for your prayers 

and cards before and  

after Dan’s death.  We 

appreciate your support 

more than words can say.  

May God bless you. 

Pat Tritt and family 

Annual Conference 2020 

The 2020 session of the Western NC Annual Conference had been scheduled for June 19-21 at Lake Junaluska.  

However, due to the Coronavirus pandemic, the Annual Conference was rescheduled.  For the time being, it is 

scheduled to take place on the afternoon of Saturday, August. 8.    If the Annual Conference needs to be postponed 

again for safety reasons, the news will appear on the conference website:  wnccumc.org    Our pastors (Angela, 

Jonathan, and Lauren) will take part in the clergy session of Annual Conference online on Thursday, June 18.  Our 

lay delegates to Annual Conference representing Mt. Zion are: Randy Cameron, Laurie Knight, and Deana King.  

Please pray for all clergy and lay delegates to Annual Conference.   



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Communications Coordinator: 

 Kelly Fellows 

 kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

    FINANCIAL UPDATES 

YouTube   

SYMPATHY OF THE  CONGREGATION                             
 

The Sympathy of the Congregation is extended to Pat Tritt 
and family on the death of her husband, Dan Tritt, on May 4.  

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS  GIVEN                                                                         

IN MEMORY OF Minerva         
Bullock gifts were given to the 
Budget. IN MEMORY OF          
Teresa Lougee a gift was given 
to the budget. IN MEMORY OF 
Dan Tritt gifts were given to the 
budget. IN MEMORY OF Pat 
Houston a gift was given to the 
music fund. IN MEMORY OF 
A.J. White a gift was given to 
the Pastor Discrectionary Fund.  

April Financial Report 

Thank you for supporting the mission and minis-
tries of Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

Our 2020 approved budget total is $1,153,042 

Total budget income in April   $98,107 

April’s expenses - $ 43,680 

Year-to-Date budget income - $306,376 

Year-to-Date expenses - $284,522 

Difference <$21,854> 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 
$113,979 

Total designated fund balance is $104,390 

This includes: 

Capital Fund – $ 9,580 

Helping Hands Fund – $23,726 

Sale of Parsonage - $24,868 
 

 Please contact Patti Loner 

(ploner@mtzionumc.net)                                              

if you have questions. 

Please send any articles you would like to have included in the July newsletter 

to the church by June 25.             

They may be emailed to  kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

                                     Thank you!! 

 

May Wedding 

David Ashby Griffith and Robin       

Pietzsch were married in Christian 

Matrimony on May 24, 2020 at his 

parent’s home. 

David Ashby is the son of David and 

Dora Dalmas.  They will reside in  

Charlotte, NC. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

      **Mt. Zion YouTube Channel** 

We now have a Mt. Zion YouTube 

channel.  You can view some   

worship services, Sunday School 

lessons, Bible studies, and other 

videos there.   

All are encouraged to "subscribe" 

to the Mt. Zion YouTube channel. 

Once we get 100 subscriptions, 

we are able to access more fea-

tures. 

The link is:     

http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Financial Update 

In the midst of all this 

uncertainty, I give 

thanks for the faithful-

ness of the Mt. Zion 

community.  Financial 

giving, although down 

from our normal, has 

been enough to meet 

our basic financial obli-

gations.  Thank you for 

giving in whatever 

ways you can.  We as 

a church are finding 

new ways to make, 

mature, and mobilize 

disciples for Jesus 

Christ.   

Pastor Angela  

http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt


 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 
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Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

E-mail: info@mtzionumc.net 
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FAST LINKS 

Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mount Zion.  Please use these to keep    

informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net 

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Ustream—  https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel- http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion  Stay in touch videos— http://www.mtzionumc.net/stay-in-touch-videos 

Mt. Zion Online worship guide— http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information   - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth        On Instagram @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -   https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/  

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries  

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 
 

Weekly Calendar of Events 

 

Tuesday 

7 PM – Mt. Zion Tuesday prayer meeting on Zoom 

7 PM  - F.U.E.L—Outdoor hangouts outside Youth House—sign up here https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/805094eaea82aa5f94-youth  

 

Wednesday 

5:30 PM – Children’s Musical (First – Fifth Grade) Call on Zoom 

 

Friday 

10:30 AM - “Virtual Share and Story Time with Ms. Stacey” (for Preschool children and older) for thirty minutes 

on Zoom.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094eaea82aa5f94-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094eaea82aa5f94-youth

