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Contact Phone Numbers                       Office Hours Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM | Friday 9 AM - 12 PM 

Church Office 704-892-8566  Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654 

Pastor on Call 704-819-9025       Website - www.mtzionumc.net 

     IN TOUCH…    The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 
WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY - 8:30 & 11 AM in the Sanctuary & 9:45 AM on the lawn             

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

   Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

Jonathan’s Journals 

After not being physically together for Annual Conference in 2020 and 2021, it was great to be back together at Lake Junaluska June 16-
19 for our annual gathering of United Methodist clergy and laity. Lauren Hill, Angela Marlowe, and I were our clergy delegates represent-
ing Mt. Zion. Our lay delegates were Deana King (who was unable to attend), Laurie Knight, and Linda Lott. We were also so happy that 
one of our youth, Sadie Vaughan, could attend as an at-large delegate from the Metro District. 

 

Our tradition is to open each annual conference by singing Charles Wesley’s great hymn, “And Are We Yet Alive?” which took on special 
meaning at this year’s gathering:  

 

And are we yet alive, and see each other's face? Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace! What troubles have we seen, what 
mighty conflicts past, fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last! Yet out of all the Lord hath brought us by his love; and 
still he doth his help afford, and hides our life above. 

 

These words took on new meaning as we gathered for the first time since Covid changed the world. Many lives had been taken during the 
pandemic, yet God had been faithful to the church – we were able to “see each other’s face.” We celebrated God’s faithfulness to us even 
in the pandemic, and we heard stories of how people’s lives had been touched through the ministries of the annual conference. We heard 

moving accounts of our neighbors in Haywood county whose lives had been upended by flooding, yet their Methodist friends throughout 
the conference had pitched in to help them rebuild and recover from the devastation. 

There were some sad parts at this year’s annual conference, and Charles Wesley’s great hymn spoke to that as well. It was sad that 18 of 
our United Methodist Churches in the conference had chosen to disaffiliate from our denomination under the provisions of ¶ 2553 of our 
Book of Discipline. Some of them may join the newly formed “Global Methodist Church,” a new denomination that began on May 1 of this 
year. From my perspective, there was no good reason for this as there is room for EVERYONE in the United Methodist Church – regard-

less of what your views on human sexuality might be. Our doctrinal standards (summarized in the Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed) 
have not changed, and they will not change. But we released those 18 churches and prayed for them as they went to a different part of 
Christ’s holy church. As our Bishop, Ken Carter, prayed for these churches, he pledged not to say anything disparaging about the 18 
churches that were departing, and we asked those 18 churches not to say anything disparaging about the 900 churches in our conference 
that were remaining United Methodist. There may be other United Methodist Churches that choose to disaffiliate in the future.  

As always, there were powerful worship services and strong Biblical preaching at Annual Conference. There were 56 people who were 
licensed, commissioned, or ordained for representative ministry in the United Methodist Church. A new budget for the annual conference 

was approved, and it marked a slight decrease from this year’s budget. Lauren sang at the ordination service and stood as a member of 
the Board of Pensions and Health Benefits. Angela stood as a member of the Council on Finance and Administration; I stood as a mem-
ber of the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. All three of us were blessed to have our appointments officially confirmed to return to 
Mt. Zion for another year of ministry. 

You can read more about what happened at Annual Conference on the Conference website: www.wnccumc.org. If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to call me, and I would be happy to meet with you. Peace, Jonathan  

Summer Sermon Series 

Prophet Margins 

What might we learn if we took the risk to listen to the prophets? 

What if we took the risk to let these holy ones of God become our 

traveling companions on our summer journey? We might be trou-

bled, and we will be, but we might also be lifted up. We might be 

challenged, but we might find reasons for hope, or we might find a 

renewed vision that inspires us for all the journeys we make. 

 

So, what do you say? Are you up for a journey this summer, a jour-

ney to the edge of our faith? Then you’re ready for “Prophet Mar-

gins.”  We hope to see you this summer.  

Worship at Mt. Zion 

Mt. Zion continues to offer multiple ways to worship. You can join 

us at one of our three worship services or join us online. We hope 

to see you soon.              Worship times 

8:30 AM - Traditional Worship with communion each week  

9:45 AM - Contemporary Worship - Outside for the summer 

*In case of rain we will worship in the sanctuary. 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship with the choir and online 

 

*The 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM services are in the sanctuary and 

the 9:45 AM service is outside for the summer. 

 

 



 

 

WOMEN OF ZION 

Please join us for our next gathering 

on Tuesday, July 12th at 6:30 p.m. at 

Novanta Restaurant in Mooresville. 

Parade of Tables will take place in 

March of 2023. Please contact Debbie 

Jackson with any questions or interest. 

 

MTZ CARES 
We are excited to an-

nounce a re-launch of our 

Congregation-

al Care Ministry: 

MTZ Cares! We are look-

ing for volunteers who 

would be willing to be 

matched with homebound 

members and those living 

in facilities so that they can 

be in regular contact for 

prayer and support. We 

want to follow up with 

those in bereavement, as well as forming prayer teams 

who will meet in person to pray for members of our 

congregation and community. For more information on 

this ministry, visit our website Here. Are you interested 

in volunteering or learning more? Please fill out this 

Google Form Here or contact Pastor Lauren!  

The Mt. Zion U.M.C. Witness Team hosted a table at 

the recent Symphony in the Park, giving away free bot-

tles of cold water from our church. Our theme verse 

was from Revelation 21:6. “To the thirsty I will give wa-

ter as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” We also 

shared brochures about the minis-

tries of Mt Zion U.M.C. and invited 

people to church. The Witness Team 

is planning a Craft Fair for Saturday, 

September 17th and more details will 

be included in the August newsletter.  

WITNESS TEAM UPDATE 

We are looking for good host homes for a period of time in 

the summer for exchange students coming from Madrid, 

Spain. These students come here anywhere from 4-8 

weeks starting in July. This is an amazing opportunity for 

these students as well as the host families! The students 

just want to experience a little taste of life in America. This 

does not require the host family to give them a lot of sight-

seeing, it is more about showing them everyday life in 

America. We are looking for about ten homes. Please con-

sider this great opportunity and please share this infor-

mation with families you think might be interested. These 

links contain information about 

the students and contact info: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/

u/0/recent & https://

spain2lkn.wixsite.com/spain2lkn 

Thank you, Melanie Kalkan  

SUMMER HOST FAMILIES 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL on SUNDAY, JULY 10th at 5:30 PM 

in the FAMILY LIFE CENTER. 

 

There will be door prizes given away, corn hole games to be 

played, homemade fried apple and cherry pies, and a lot of 

conversation with our church family. 

 

The NURTURE Committee is real excited about the event 

and they hope to 

see you all 

there! Please 

call Jan Horton 

(704-737-2786 

or 704-892-

0560) with any 

questions.  

NURTURE TEAM UPDATE 

BBQ COMMITTEE 

The 2022 BBQ leads are asking for your help. Whether 

this is your first year at Mt. Zion, your 20th year, or any-

where in between, this message is for you. The Annual 

BBQ is one of the biggest fundraisers for Mt. Zion and 

its ministries. This event reaches our entire community 

and takes months of preparation. It is in the best interest 

of the BBQ planning and preparation to be a church-

wide event with as many members helping as possible. 

For these reasons, we are reaching out to our Church 

Family to build a BBQ Committee of individuals who feel 

compelled to lead throughout this process. The commit-

tee will be composed of leads for each aspect of the 

BBQ (ex.: Facility setup, take-out, cooking, etc.) who will 

be responsible for multiple tasks heading into the BBQ. 

Directions/contact information/timelines 

will be provided to leads. We will have 

our FIRST meeting on July 19 at 6:30 

PM. If you have any questions, please 

reach out to Anna Brown or Shawna 

Sherrill at MtZionBBQ@gmail.com.  

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/mtz-cares
https://forms.gle/2y9RDqsWMZakdALaA


 

 

MISSION VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Happy Summer, Everyone! It is that time of year when I encourage you all to consider joining our music ministry, if you are 
not already involved.   

The Chancel Choir is not rehearsing on Wednesday evenings again until August 3rd. I like to give the choir a break before 
we begin practicing our Christmas music. PLUS, I like to use July as our recruitment month, in hopes to get new members 
to join us! If you would like to sing with us in the loft, just to get a feel for it, please join us in the choir room at 10:40 on Sun-
day mornings to rehearse the anthem, which will be a very simple hymn arrangement.   

You may think that August is way too early to start working on Christmas music, but it absolutely is NOT. This year, we will 
be presenting Mary McDonald's cantata, "Festival of Christmas", on Sunday, December 18th. Even if you aren't sure if you 
can join the choir to sing at the 11:00 services each week (of course, we would love it if you DO!), you are more than wel-
come to come to rehearsals beginning (August 3rd) to just work on the Christmas music with us, so that you can sing with 
us in December for that event. 

The Praise Team continues to meet  on Wednesday evenings in the sanctuary at 7:00 to prepare for the outdoor worship 
services this summer. Many of you may only be attending the outdoor services, and I am so glad that we have had such a 
great attendance for these services. We would love to add more musicians to this group, including singers, guitarists and 
percussionists. If interested, please see me or Melanie. 

Our Pentecost services were adorned with lovely decorations provided by Debbie Jackson. Thank you so much, Debbie, for 
sharing your creative talents with us to help make our worship services so special with the lovely decor in the sanctuary and 
outside on the stage every week. Also, thank you to our "dove fliers" for all three services. 

I am very happy to report that the Music and Arts Camp registration is full for July 18th-21st. However, I am sad for folks 
who wish to participate and have not registered. The children will be practicing the Musical, “Nailed It” and will present the 
final performance at 11:30 a.m. on July 21st in the Sanctuary. Parents and church members are invited to come watch the 
program. Put it on your calendar to register early for next year's camp if at all possible. We cap off the registration at 50 chil-
dren, and we have gone a little over in number. It is great to have so much interest in the camp, and it was wonderful to see 
so many children participate in Vacation Bible School in June.  

The Adult Hand Bell choir will resume rehearsals in late August. I will certainly put that update in the August Newsletter. 

I believe that is all for now. Enjoy the rest of your summer, and Melanie and I look forward to seeing you at church! ~Shelley 

Ada Jenkins' Loaves & Fishes has reopened their food pantry to allow in-person shopping for their clients to make their own selections. To 

keep their inventory balanced and the shelves well-stocked, they have asked Mt. Zion to provide one or two specific 

items per month. The July donation is instant coffee and salad dressing. 

They are always happy to accept miscellaneous items and have an ongoing need for dry cat & dog food in 3-5 lb bags. 

Their homeless clients also need: bug spray, spray sunscreen, sun bucket hats, body wipes, and clean ponchos. 

Please bring your items to church and place them in one of two bin locations (the office area or in the Sanctuary base-

ment level near the elevator) or you can take them directly to Ada Jenkins. Thank you!  If you have any questions or 

would like more information, please contact Laurie Knight at appfan1188@carolina.rr.com. 

Coming Soon! Back to School!   

That's right - it won't be long now before we begin to see school supplies on store shelves! Please watch the Midweek later 

in July for more details about how to help support our local children with a backpack full of supplies!  

Portions of Love - Summer Lunch Deliver - Through a program called Portions of Love, the Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center, here in Cornelius, 

is partnering again with Angels and Sparrows to  provide lunches for neighborhood children. They need your help to pack and deliver lunches 

Tuesdays through Fridays from now through August 19th. 

*Please visit the link here for the instructions and to sign up. Also note that there are two opportunities each day to 

volunteer through to deliver the lunches as well as to pack them - and you will need to sign up in both slots if you plan to 

do both jobs. 

*If you have any questions, please contact the C.A.R.E. Center directly at 704-255-5500.   

Thank you for making a difference! - Missions Committee. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f48abaa22a2f58-lunch1


 

 

 SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

 
Sonshine Preschool is currently preparing for a wonderful 2022-2023 school year!  We 
are still growing and enrolling!  There a few spots left in our 3’s and 4’s program.  If you 
know of a family looking for a preschool, please send them our way!  Contact Kim Webb 
or Cathy Wiese in the preschool office at 704-892-0654.  Enrollment forms can be found 
online at www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/sonshine-preschool.   



 

 



 

 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

             mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN LOVING MEMORY OF Suzie Caldwell to 
the Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Brenda Scott to the Budget, IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF Betty Easter to the Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Ann Parker 
to the Budget, and IN LOVING MEMORY OF Suzie Caldwell to the HVAC Fund. 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION: is extended to the 
family of Rob Hansen who passed away on May 26, to Jody Parker 
and family on the death of his wife Ann Parker who passed away on 
June 4, and to the family of Richard Triplett who passed away on 
June 11, 2022. 

MAY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of                 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

 

Our 2022 approved budget total is $1,016,978 

Total budget income in May– $ 70,160 

May’s expenses - $ 81,714 

Year-to-Date budget income - $339,598 

Year-to-Date expenses - $381,174 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$156,581 

We have 62.0 days of cash on hand. 

Total designated fund balance is $238,504 

 

 Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions.  

ACOLYTES NEEDED: If your child is interested in being an Acolyte, please 

email smercuri@mtzionumc.net for information on training and scheduling. 

HVAC FUND 
 
The church recently had a new HVAC system installed that 
cost approximately $55,000. This will make it possible for 
us to worship comfortably in the hot summer months, as 
well as do other activities that help our church spread the 
love of Christ in our community. If you would like to make a 
special donation to help pay for our new system, please 
mark "HVAC fund” in the memo line of your check. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated.  

CONGRATULATIONS: New Members, Marta Rojas (pictured 

on right) who joined on June 5th during the 8:30 AM service. 

Kiernan Edward Ballantine, Beckett James Herbster, Maggie Jo 

Little, and Hudson Riley Webb all joined on June 5 during the 

11:00 AM service. Brandon Bruno Hettwer, Caroline Renee 

Mercuri, and Maitlain Vaughn Seigler joined on June 12th during 

the 11:00 AM Service. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Please let us know if you are interested in helping 
with Music & Arts Camp which is July 18-21. We are also in need of Children’s 
Sunday School teachers as well as for our Middle and High School Students for 
the fall school year. We need many adults for these ministries to be successful. 
Please contact the church office if you are interested. 

The Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration (AFTD) 
has a caregiver support group that meets once a month at 
Mt. Zion. Frontotemporal Degeneration is the most com-
mon dementia for people under sixty years of age. Contact 
the church office for more information.    

SUPPORT GROUP OPPORTUNITY 

A note of appreciation was sent by Hadley Houston for the 
Scholarship she received from Mt. Zion. 

BAPTISM: Beckett James Herbster, son of Barry and Jennifer Herbster was 
baptized on June 5 during the 11:00 AM Service.  

THANK YOU 

CHILDCARE STAFF OPPORTUNITY: Those 18 years of age and older that are 

interested in joining the paid Nursery staff, please contact the church office. 



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

“MAKING, MATURING, MOBILIZING DISCIPLES FOR CHRIST” 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 2 

Cornelius, NC 

FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc | #thanksMTZ 

Mt. Zion Ustream - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumclive 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries 

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

PRAYER SHAWL 
The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

invite you to join them on Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m. to knit/crochet prayer shawls and 

baby blankets. There is a place for you, no mat-
ter what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, they 

can help with that, as well. (Yarn is provided.) 

They meet in the church Parlor (located on the 

upper level of the Family Life Center) and hope 

to see you soon!  Please remember to wear a 

mask and social distance, if not vaccinated. 

 

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

Cornelius Woods will soon begin final 

grading! For sales information you may 

contact: Kathy Fenlon at: (980) 254-

4479 kfenlon.theallenteam@gmail.com 

Square footage from 975-1822 sq. ft. 

https://livecorneliuswoods.com 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

to 

$475,000.

Sizes 

range 

from 870-

2100 

square 

feet. 

MT. ZION CRAFT NIGHTS 
Whether it is scrapbooking or making 

cards, knitting, quilting or sewing, paint-

ing or carving wood, come join us in 

Christian fellowship and spend special 

time together. Any special make-n-take 

projects will be posted in the Mid-week. 

This month we will meet on Friday, July 

8 and 22 from 3 p.m. - until in the 

Hut  (across from the Family Life Cen-

ter). If you plan to come after 6 p.m., 

please let us know. 

For any questions, contact Dora Dal-

mas at 704-737-

4859 / dalmascat@gmail.com or Susie 

Crump at 704-575-

5531 / susancrump@bellsouth.net. 

We are excited to host this special time 

together and look forward to seeing you 

there! Sponsored by Women of Zion 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

Please send any articles and pictures you have 

by July 25th for the next newsletter to:       

newsletter@mtzionumc.net. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to place altar flowers in the 

Sanctuary please contact the church office at 

704-892-8566 for available dates. 


