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Contact Phone Numbers                       Office Hours Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM | Friday 9 AM - 12 PM 

Church Office 704-892-8566  Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654 

Pastor on Call 704-819-9025       Website - www.mtzionumc.net 

     IN TOUCH…    The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 
WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY - 8:30 AM and 11: 00 AM Indoor in the Sanctuary              

9:45 AM Worship on the Front Lawn 

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

   Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

Methodism in a Nutshell  

Jonathan’s Journals 

Over the years, I have known several cou-

ples who come from a somewhat mixed 

religious background. It is common for me 

to meet a family where one  parent comes 

from a Roman Catholic background and 

the other comes from the Baptist or ‘free 

church’ tradition. They often find that Meth-

odism combines some of the elements 

from both and provides them with a won-

derful way to live out their faith.    

First of all, in Methodism we stress the 

evangelical dimensions of our faith.   Per-

sonal conversion and heart-felt faith are 

important. It is essential that we receive 

Christ as Lord and Savior.  Preaching is 

biblical and passionate. Reading and studying the Bible are es-

sential to spiritual growth. Scripture is our primary authority. The 

Good News of Jesus Christ is to be shared with all people. These 

are some of the evangelical dimensions of our faith. 

At the same time, we retain many of the traditions that we inherit-

ed from John Wesley’s Church of England, which inherited them 

from the Roman Catholics. We have a high view of the sacra-

ments. Communion is important. We baptize babies (and adults).  

The ancient creeds of the church help shape us. The liturgy of 

the church forms us over time. We have bishops who remind us 

of our connection to other churches; we do not exist on our own.   

We have a rich tradition that exists across time; we didn’t think up 

Christianity by ourselves; we received it as part of a long line of 

faith that has been preserved and enhanced by institutions over 

the centuries.  We are inspired by the example of the saints.  

These are some of the Catholic elements found in Methodism.   

In trying to summarize Methodism, I can do no better than John 

Wesley when he said: “God loves you; therefore love and obey 

him. Christ died for you; therefore die to sin. Christ is risen; there-

fore rise in the image of God. Christ liveth evermore; therefore, 

live to God, till you live with him in glory. So we preached; and so 

you believed. This is the scriptural way, the Methodist way, the 

true way. God grant we may never turn therefrom, to the right 

hand or the left!”  

Methodism at its best is grounded in a rich history and also fresh 

every day. As we come back from this pandemic, let’s redouble 

our efforts in making Mt. Zion a strong, vibrant example of a heart

-felt faith and a life lived in service to God and our neighbors. I 

hope to see you at church soon! 

Peace, Jonathan 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

We will have a special schedule for July 4th 
with NO 11 AM service. Join us for our two ear-
ly services and then spend some extra time 
with family.  

 8:30 AM indoor with communion 

 9:45 AM outside (in the Sanctuary if raining) 

July 11 - September 5 (Labor Day weekend) 

 8:30 AM indoor with communion 

 9:45 AM outside (in the Sanctuary if raining) 

 11:00 AM indoor and online 

We hope that this schedule will allow our Mt. Zion community 
to continue to worship in different ways: inside, online, and 
outside throughout the summer. Bring a friend and come and 
worship with us. 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. Col 3:16 

How often do we find ourselves listening to the popular song of 

the summer? It seems to get stuck in our head and we sing it 

all day long. While the Bible is not a songbook it contains over 

185 songs (most of which are Psalms). We can find songs in 

the Bible for all kinds of occasions - battles, coronations, funer-

als, cities being sacked, and seas splitting up. Join us for our 

summer sermon series as we look at some of these wonderful 

songs. 



 

 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITES 

Summer Sunday School meets immediately following Children’s 

Time during the 8:30 AM indoor service every Sunday for chil-

dren in Fifth Grade and younger. Pick up is directly following the 

end of the service in Room 110 of the Education Building. Out-

door Sunday School meets in the Outdoor Worship Area imme-

diately following Children’s Time of the 9:45 AM service, with 

pick up on the playground, weather permitting. The Nursery is 

available during the 11:00 AM service for children four years-old 

and younger in Room 101 of the Education Building. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
MUSIC & ART CAMP 

Music & Art Camp will be July 26-29 from 9:30 –11:30 AM 

for children ages 3 through rising 6th grade. We are excited 

to have a Patriotic & Olympic themed week. Participants and 

Volunteers can register at: vbspro.events/p/mtz-m-a2021    



 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021 
We are so grateful for all the volunteers that shared God’s love with the children that came to this year’s Vacation Bible School: Ann Brown, Angeli-

ca Casaletto, Angela Marlowe, Ashley Goodrich, Bella Oltremari, Bonnie Little, Bryce Drury, Camden Barlowe, Caroline Eddy, Caroline Mercuri, 

Christa Johnson, Cindy Carter, Cora Tucker, Debbie Tillis, Diane Merrell, Donna Prather, Emily Hall, Emma Oltremari, Emory Coffield, Fifi Ray (her 

18th year helping!), Hudson Webb, Jackson Drury, Ivonne Reed, Jan Horton, Jean Coffield, Jessica Nolan, Jonathan Boger, Jonathan Marlowe, 

Judi Herr, Kelly Fellows (her 17th year helping!), Lauren Hill, Linda Bauer, Lynlee Tucker, Madison Reed, Malena DePaolis, Nikki Fellows, Noreen 

O'Reilly Morris, Sara Davis, Sebra Maines, and Shelley Little. 

We are also very appreciative of those that helped decorate and clean up our decorations for VBS: Ashley Goodrich, Bella Oltremari, Camden Bar-

lowe, Cathy Wiese, Cindy Carter, Curtis Lambert, Debbie Jackson, Debbie Tillis, Denise Boger, Diane Merrell, Dora Dalmas, Emma Oltremari, 

Jonathan Boger, Kim Webb, Linda Bauer, Mary Tucker, Susie Crump.  

JESUS’ POWER PULLS US THROUGH! TRUST JESUS!  



 

 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS 



 

 

MUSIC WITH SHELLEY 
Happy Summer! Here's hoping you all are enjoying the beautiful weather of the season. As you may know, Vacation Bible 
School was a huge hit in our church family! The children and volunteers had a wonderful time, under the direction of Ms. 
Stacey. We are very blessed to have such a strong children's program.  

We have a few changes in the schedule this summer for the music department. Our Music and Arts Camp is set for July 
26th-29th in the mornings from 9:30-11:30. We are planning a patriotic theme for the children, in conjunction with the Olym-
pics. This will be a wonderful opportunity for the children to learn patriotic songs, learn their history, do "red, white and blue 
crafts" and play some fun games. 

Our Chancel Choir usually does not rehearse on Thursday evenings in the summer, but considering the very long break we 
had during the pandemic, the majority of the choir members have agreed to continue rehearsing through the summer 
months. If you are interested in joining us in the loft on Sunday mornings for the 11:00 services, please contact me 
at slittle@mtzionumc.net, or call me at 704-201-7714. We would love to fill the choir loft, and we definitely have empty seats 
waiting for YOU! Also, we will begin rehearsing for the Christmas Cantata in August, which is right around the corner! 

The hand bell rehearsals will resume on Thursday, August 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the bell room. I am really excited about this, 
since those "maintenanced/tuned/refurbished" bells have been sitting for over a year waiting to be rung. If you would like to 
join this fun group, let me know! 

(A note from Melanie) The Praise Team 
has started meeting again. We are very 
excited to be back together and even more 
excited to worship together again for the 
9:45 services. We are working on new 
songs and looking forward to seeing you 
this summer at the weekly 9:45 services on 
the lawn. 

Melanie and I certainly appreciate all of the 
support we have received from the church 
family during the past 15 months. Mount 
Zion is blessed to have such a wonderful 
staff, as we had to adjust so many aspects 
of worship during the pandemic. It is won-
derful to feel a little bit of freedom to get 
back together without having to wear 
masks and sing freely again! As always, 
church family, thank you for supporting the 
music ministry at Mt. Zion! Love, Shelley 

Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center Volunteer Opportunities! 
Summer Lunch Program - Do you have a couple of spare hours and are looking for something to do? The NCC has begun 
delivering approximately 100 lunches Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays to their neighborhood children and need 
our help! They have partnered with Angels & Sparrows to provide the brown bag lunch and are looking for two teams of two 
volunteers to provide the delivery. If you can help, please use the SignUpGenius. Thank you for lending a hand!           

Please visit their website Neighborhoodcc.org for more information and details about NCC and the various programs they 
offer - everything from guitar lessons to school break activities to a bike shop! Do you have a special gift or talent that you 
would like to share? There is a tab for easy volunteer signup! Thank you!  

Coming Soon! Back to School! That's right - it won't be long now before we begin to 
see school supplies on store shelves! Please watch the Midweek later in July for more 
details about how to help support our local children with a backpack full of supplies! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Mt. Zion UMC’s - 82nd Annual BBQ  

Saturday, November 6th 



 

 

ADULT TRAVEL MINISTRY 
 

The Older Adults had a fabulous day trip outing to the big city - Charlotte! 

We had an excellent tour of the PBS Charlotte TV station and there we 

learned of all the local programming that is done for our community. Addi-

tionally, we got up close and personal with Poldark - ummm. Next we 

were off to the Community Matters Cafe for a wonderful lunch. This cafe is 

a program that works with the Charlotte Rescue Mission to give job train-

ing to graduates of the program. Lastly, we were off to get the most awe-

some homemade ice cream at the Golden Cow Creamery, where we also 

celebrated Katy Hollingsworth’s birthday. What a fun day! 

Our church library was overflowing with extra Bible study 
books. Many of these were previously used by groups in the 
church and are not actively in use now. The DVD and study 
guides will remain in the church library but we would like to 
share these extra books with the congregation. The table in 
the conference room is full of books just waiting to be read. 
Come by during office hours and pick up a book. The build-
ing will also be open each Sunday morning on July 11,18 
and 25th if you would like to pick up a book then.  

EXTRA RESOUCES AVAILABLE  



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION:              
is extended to Vicki Herrera and family on the death of 
her father, Ray Kelly on May 28th, Angela Suggs and 
family on the death of her mother, Virginia Smith on 
June 10th, Rob Hansen and family on the death of his 
wife, Susan Hansen on June 17th, Dennis & Kim Bar-
nette and family on the death of their son, Daniel Bar-
nette on June 18th, Barbara Needham and family on 
the death of her husband, Curt Needham on June 22nd. 

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN HONOR of Mike Jackson to the Budget, IN 
HONOR OF Dale Readling to the Budget, IN MEMORY OF David, Minerva and 
Peter Bullock to the Music Ministry, IN HONOR OF Debbie Jackson to the 
Women of Zion. 

  FINANCIAL UPDATE 
May Financial Report 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of      

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

Our 2021 approved budget total is $1,018,706 

Total budget income in May – $ 104,663 

May’s expenses - $ 73,096 

Year-to-Date budget income - $ 379,453 

Year-to-Date expenses - $ 375,740 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$ 178,002 

We have 71.5 days of cash on hand. 

Total designated fund balance is $ 278,608 

 Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions.  

                                                                                                                

Our Reopening Task Forces continues to monitor and update as 

needed the guidelines for Mt. Zion UMC. Since the CDC, the State of 

NC and the Western North Carolina Annual Conference has issued 

new guidance, the following are the guidelines for Mt. Zion UMC: 

• Making masks optional requires trust. The safety and well-being 

of all members and friends of Mt. Zion is our top priority. 

• Masks are no longer required for those who have been fully vac-

cinated. Fully vaccinated is defined as being two weeks after the 

last dose of the vaccine. 

• We do encourage maintaining social distance of three to six 

feet in between different households in indoor worship and fellow-

ship activities. 

• Food, snacks, and drinks should be served by masked and 

gloved individuals. Until the vaccination percentage increases, 

buffet lines are discouraged. 

• The van and bus are available for use without restrictions when 

the entire group is fully vaccinated and with masks and social 

distancing otherwise. 

 

REOPENING GUIDELINES - JULY 2021 

INVITATION TO JOIN SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

The SonSeeker Sunday School Class invites YOU to join us 
each Sunday morning at 9:45 AM. Our class meets upstairs 
of the Education Building in Room 205. This month we will 

be studying Adam Hamilton’s book titled “Forgiveness, Find-
ing Peace Through Letting Go.” We hope you can join us! 



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

“MAKING, MATURING, MOBILIZING DISCIPLES FOR CHRIST” 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc 

Mt. Zion Ustream - https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries  

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

 

PRAYER SHAWL  

The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
invite you to join them on Wednesdays at 10:30 

a.m. to knit/crochet prayer shawls and baby 
blankets. There is a place for you, no matter 

what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, they 

can help with that, as well. (Yarn is provided.) 

They meet in the church Parlor (located on the 

upper level of the Family Life Center) and hope 

to see you soon!  Please remember to wear a 

mask and social distance, if not vaccinated. 

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

 

11 Villas and the 4 story Condo buildings 

will have covered parking and elevators. 

Call for details on current incentives, in-

cluding a one year membership to the 

Lake Norman YMCA. 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

to 

$475,000.

Sizes 

range 

from 870-

2100 

square 

feet. 

 

Mt. Zion Craft Nights 

 
We will be taking a break for the 

month of July and will start back up 

August 13th and 27th. Mark your 

calendars now. ~Dora Dalmas and 

Susie Crump. 

For any questions, contact: Dora at 

704-737-4859 or email: dalmas2@mi

-connection.com or Susie at 704-575

-5531 or email: su-

sancrump@bellsouth.net. 

We are excited to host this special 

time together and we look forward to 

seeing you there!  

Sponsored by Women of Zion 

 

 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

Please send any articles and pictures you have 

by July 25th for the August newsletter to:       

newsletter@mtzionumc.net  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to place altar flowers in the 

Sanctuary please contact the church office at 

704-892-8566 for available dates. 


