
 Matthew 2:1-12 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
 Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
 “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
 observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
 homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
 all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 
 and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
 Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
 for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, 
 in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
 Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
 people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
 learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
 diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
 word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
 them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
 stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 
 the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
 entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
 they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
 treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
 myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
 Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
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 Chiming of the Hour 

 Prelude  “Venite Adoremus” - English Melody  Judy Hodson 

 Welcome and Announcements 
 Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 Passing of the Peace 

 Introit  “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”  Chancel Choir 

 *Call to Worship 
 O Come, Let us Adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 The Star in the dark sky heralded His Coming. 
 Led by the light of the Star, the Wise Ones came to pay 
 homage. 
 We, too, come to the stable, seeking the infant King. 
 Come, Arise! Shine! The Light has come. 
 God’s Light of love is shining upon us. AMEN. 

 *Hymn  “We Three Kings”  UMH 254 

 Prayers of the People with The Lord’s Prayer 

 Time Mostly for Children 

 Anthem  “The Midnight Clear”  Chancel Choir 

 Scripture Reading  Matthew 2:1-12 

 Sermon  Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 
 “Follow the Star” 

 Sacrament of Holy Communion  UMH 13 
 “Away in a Manger” - Young 

 Wesley Covenant Prayer  UMH 607 

 *Hymn  “The First Noel”  UMH 245 

 Benediction 

 Postlude  “The First Noel” (reprise)  Judy Hodson/Shelley  Little 

 *Please stand as you are able. 

 Please use the QR code to register your attendance and 
 to leave prayer requests. 
 For more information, visit the church website: 
 mtzionumc.net 

 No Nursery, Children or Youth Sunday School today. Enjoy worship 
 with your families! 
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