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     Contact Phone Numbers                                                         Website—www.mtzionumc.net 

Church Office 704-892-8566                     Podcast—https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc                                         

Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654         

     IN TOUCH…       The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 

WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY AT 8:30, 9:45 AND 11:00 AM                                           

Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

 Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, 

Mobilizing Disciples 

for Christ” 

Jonathan’s Journals                                                      2020 Vision 
 

Happy New Year!   And Happy New Decade, too!  The 2010’s have been a decade of great change in our world, our 

culture, our city, and our church.   Mt. Zion is not the same church that it was at the beginning of the last decade.   We 

have changed, adapted, gained some, lost some, and evolved.  Our surrounding community has changed as well.  

The only thing that stays the same is the reality of change. 

I was amused as I watched the New Year’s Eve festivities on TV this year.  Every year, the revelers come up with 

some creative way to change their glasses somehow to form the numbers of the new year.   This year, we saw people 

wearing glasses that said 2020, with their eyes peering out of the 0’s.  I can’t help but think about our vision being 

20/20, meaning that we see at 20 feet what the average person can see at 20 feet.  And I keep thinking of Barbara 

Walters saying, “Welcome to 20/20” so many times over the years.  Well, now 2020 is really here, with or without Bar-

bara Walters.   

I also can’t help but wonder, are we still seeing 20/20?  Or has our vision changed?  If we are still viewing the world 

the way we did ten or twenty years ago, we are probably losing focus and allowing things to become blurred.   As we 

move down the road, we need to adjust our binoculars if we are to keep in focus.   If the world around us changes, 

and we don’t adjust our binoculars, our vision becomes blurry. 

How might we need to adjust our vision at Mt. Zion if we are to remain focused on accomplishing our mission of mak-

ing, maturing, and mobilizing disciples for Jesus Christ?   Perhaps the features of the cultural landscape that we used 

as site markers in 2010 or 2000 are not the same as what we see today.  How might we need to adapt?   Are we still 

seeing the world as a person with average vision would, or are we stuck in a mindset that sees the world the way it 

was 20 years ago?  What would it mean to sharpen our focus? 

In order to facilitate a conversation about these important questions, we have scheduled a special meeting of our Ad-

ministrative Board for Monday, January 27 at 7 PM.   We want not only the members of the Administrative Board, but 

also the members of our Witness, Nurture, and Outreach committees to attend.  We will have a large group meeting, 

but we will also break into smaller groups to discuss our specific areas.  If you have an idea related to one of these 

work areas, but you’re not on one of these committees, please see one of the pastors.   Pastor Jonathan works with 

Witness and Evangelism (making disciples).  Pastor Angela works with Outreach and Missions (mobilizing disciples).  

Pastor Lauren works with the Nurture team (maturing disciples).  We want to hear from you, so that we can keep fo-

cused on our mission of following Jesus.  Together, we will face the future with 20/20 vision. 

Peace, 

Jonathan 

January Worship 

 January 12 - This week focuses on the narrative of Jesus’ baptism. 
We hear the voice of God ring from heaven: “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with  whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17 NRSV). 

 January 19 - We begin a new sermon series 
on the Apostles’ Creed.  Over the next 6 
weeks we will learn about this ancient creed 
as a foundational statement of our 
faith.  First we will examine the phrase:  I be-
lieve in God the Father. 

 January 26 - Our sermon series on the 
Apostles' Creed continues with the state-
ment: I believe in God the Son. 

             Hope to see you on Sunday. 

2020 Vision 

Let’s begin the new year by joining 

together as we vision for 2020 

Monday January 27 - 7:00 PM 

Joint meeting of Administrative 

Board  

& 

Nurture, Outreach & Witness          

Committees 

Education Building Rm 204 

(Finance Committee will meet at 6 

PM before the larger gathering in                    

Education Building Rm 209) 

https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc


 

 

 

                                                                                                 

A big THANK you to all that helped…notably Sherry Washam and Dora Dalmas, participated and made the Advent 

Wreath Workshop so much fun!   

 

 

 

 

 

The children were absolutely precious in their Christmas Musical 
on 12/8, reminding us that over 2,000 years ago God gave us “The Best Christmas Present Ever!” We are so appre-
ciative to Ms. Shelley for giving so many children an opportunity to share their gifts with us that day! A very special 
thanks to Debbie and Mike Jackson for helping with the set, sound, and reception! 

 

Thank you to all who participated in The Spontaneous Christmas Pageant during the Candlelight Services 

on December 24th during the 3 & 5 o’clock services and helped celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

Created By God Sessions will be held in partnership with Davidson United Methodist Church (DUMC).  A 

Christian based Human Sexuality Seminar for students in Grades 4th and 5th.  Class Option 1: January 24-25, 2020 

and Class Option 2: February 21-22, 2020.  All sessions will meet at DUMC.  Registration for the upcoming sessions 

that will be held in January or February can be done at: www.davidsonumc.org/event-registrations    

        CHILDREN’S CORNER 

http://www.davidsonumc.org/event-registrations


 

 

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

In December the youth had high schoolers 
participate in our winter mission trip, Magi-
cal Mountain Christmas, where we brought 
a Christmas party, gifts, games and fellow-
ship to needy families in Jonesville, VA.  All 
ages of youth got to help with shopping for 
the gifts we took to the families. We then 
had a great time at our annual progressive 
dinner. Lastly, we helped package bags for 
Alina’s Angels, a local organization ran by a 
church member, Stephanie Sossamon, that 
collects items to make Christmas bags to 
deliver to parents at local children’s          
hospitals. 

 Upcoming 
Jan 5th- F.U.E.L. resumes at our reg-
ular time-3:30-5:30 
Jan 12th- HIS Ministry’s Winter Ball- 
Youth Help from 3-7:30 
Jan 19th- F.U.E.L.- 3:30-5:30 
Jan 26th– 3:30 to 6:30 - JEDI Night- 
Bowling- $10 

F.U.E.L. Mission Corner 
Appalachia Service Project is a Christian Ministry in the rural communities of the Appala-
chian Mountains. The summer ASP program focuses on making homes warmer, safer and drier. 
ASP is first and foremost a relational ministry with an emphasis on building.  Mt. Zion has the 
privilege of serving a community in Tennessee from June 21st-June 27th of 2020. We need 
both high schoolers and adults to serve on this mission trip. (You must be thirteen or older and 
have completed the 8th grade to attend.) If this interests you please pray about it. If you feel led 
to serve on this mission trip please go to https://registrations.planningcenteronline.com/
events/318830/details for registration and more information.  

Youthworks is our Middle School Summer Mission Trip. This is al-
so open to those who cannot attend ASP but would like to serve in a similar community. Last 
year was the first year Mt. Zion participated in this ministry and it was such a blessing for all 
who served and were served. This year we will be ministering to the community of Beckley, WV 
the week of July 19th-July 24th. This year’s team will be working on painting and yard beautifi-
cation projects as well as partnering with organizations such as Energy Express, School of Har-
mony and the Salvation Army. We will also be visiting the Exhibition Coal Mine. There will be 
fun activities throughout the week as well as touring a state park, having a cookout and attend-
ing a local youth-led worship service. Priority will be given to those students who have complet-
ed 6th grade in spring 2020 through students who finished 8th grade in spring 2020.  If you feel 
led to serve on this mission trip please go to https://mtzionumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/
events/318874 for registration and more information. 

F.U.E.L. HAPPENINGS 

             Sonshine Preschool is so excited to start off a new year!!   January 2020 brings the Teddy  Bear  

              parade, PJ day, winter crafts & activities and continued learning about the hope and glory of the  

              Lord! 

Enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year begins on Wednesday, January 

22nd.  Applications can be found in the Education building.  A registration fee 

of $75.00 per child is due at the time of registration, please make checks pay-

able to Sonshine Preschool.  Registration fees are non-refundable if your 

child is placed.  Forms must be completed and returned by 1:00 PM on 

Wednesday,  February 12th. 

Enrollment drawing will be held on Thursday,  February 13th.  Notification of 

placement will be mailed within one week.  Please spread the word as we 

would love for new children and families to join our Sonshine community!! 



 

 

MUSIC NEWS FROM SHELLEY 

ADULT TRAVEL MINSTRY 

 

Happy New Year, Mount Zion Family!  I am very excited that January 

1st was officially my 3-year anniversary as your Music Director.  I 

must be enjoying my position here, as these three years have flown 

by faster than I could have possibly imagined.  I look forward to the 

beginning of a new decade with you. 

As you well know, the month of December was full of many music re-

lated events, celebrating the birth of our Savior.  The children's musi-

cal, the cantata, the Christmas movie-themed sermons and the 

Christmas Eve services were all wonderful representations of the 

season. 

So, now we are facing the beginning of a new year and decade, with 

the following musically related events in our near future:   

 Choir rehearsals start back on our weekly schedule January 9th, held on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM 

to prepare for upcoming  Sundays.  We have plenty of new ROBES and ROOM in the LOFT for Y-O-U! 

 Autumn Daze Singers will sing at Autumn Care on Friday, January 10th, at 11:00.  This is open to any-

one who would like to meet us there to sing hymns, oldies and patriotic songs for the residents for 

about 30 minutes. 

 The handbells will be shipped off this month for a much needed refurbishing/maintenance  pro-

cess.  Therefore, I will have to let you know when we will resume Handbell rehearsals after they are re-

turned to us. 

 Mark your calendars and spread the word that Babygarten classes will begin on Wednesday, February 

19th. 

Thank you all for three wonderful years as your Music Director, and I pray that everyone has a happy, 

healthy new year. 

Blessings to all,         Shelley 

         Mt. Zion Older Adult Ministries, Holland, Michigan    May 4 – 8, 2020, 5 days, $604 
 

If you have never been to the country Holland, this is your next best bet!  We are going to                                                  
Holland, a community established by the Dutch.  We will step back into the Netherlands of                                               
yesteryear where Dutch culture comes to life in the food, Delft china, performances,                                                       
architecture, flowering tulip gardens, canals and windmills. 
 

We will be there during a special week - The Tulip Time Festival which has something for                                                 
everyone including visits to a Tulip Farm (so awesome to see), a Wooden Shoe and Blue Delft Factory and the Windmill 
Island Gardens.  There are more tulips blooming than the world famous Keukenhof gardens in the country of Holland! A 
Dutch-costumed guide will give us a driving tour through Holland’s Historic District, city parks and award-winning 
“tuliped’ downtown where we will see all God’s glorious colors of the rainbow. Viewing these many flowers in one place 
is truly magical!  On the way home we will have a tour of the beautiful Notre Dame campus in South Bend, Indiana. 
 

Cost includes 5 days/4 nights accommodations, 4 breakfasts and 2 dinners, and motor coach transportation. Send the 
attached form with your deposit of $100 by Jan. 26 to the church office.  Please write ‘Holland’ in the check’s memo 
line.  *Travel Protection is available.  This trip is limited to 40 passengers.  For more information, contact Dora Dalmas 
at 704-737-4859 (cell) or at dalmas2@mi-connection.com 

   CALLAWAY GARDENS’ FANTASY IN  LIGHTS                                                                                                           

Our trip to Callaway Gardens’ Fantasy in Lights was amazing!  We went through                                                              

5 miles of lights on a tram through the gardens where there were Christmas themes in                                                        

lights at every turn. Just delightful!  The next day we went to Chick-fil-A’s Backstage                                                           

Tour where we learned about the beginnings of this fine restaurant, saw the actual                                                          

working offices (if you could call them that), and where we saw the love of family and                                                        

God at every turn.  This was a totally amazing tour.  Then it was off to  lunch and a tour                                                         

at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library before we headed home. Highlights included                                                                  

an actual replica of the Oval Office, a presentation on “A day in the life of a President”,                                             and 

a fun exhibit on movies filmed in Georgia.  A great way to get into the Christmas spirit                                                               

with friends and laughter. 

mailto:dalmas2@mi-connection.com


 

 

 

 
 

HIS MINISTRY WINTER BALL  
 
We are looking forward to providing a magical 
evening for our guests and can only do it with     
everyone’s help!                                                     

We are actively seeking volunteers and accepting dona-
tions. 
 
Please email us at his@mtzionumc.net or contact  Debbie 
Jackson at majdeb@roadrunner.com to volunteer or for 
more information on ways that you can help.                                          
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE! 
 
 
Other His  activities in January include:                                              

  The Feast  - 9:45 AM, January 19th in FLC #2. 

  JEDI night  - 3:30 to 6:30, January 26th.  We are go-

ing bowling! 

 Agape Sunday School   9:45 Every Sunday - Modified 

Sunday School Class in FLC #2. 

HIS MINISTRY NEWS 

SANCTUARY RENOVATION –FALL 2019 

Thank you to all who helped in any way with our Sanctuary Renovation.  Everything looks so wonderful. 

Join us in worship on Sunday, January 12th at 11 AM as we dedicate all of our renovations.  

 



 

 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 

Repairers of the Breach 

This was another great year for our 

Repairers of the Breach Ministry. We 

helped 80 families (173 children). We 

hope and pray we in someway made 

this a better Christmas. I would like to 

thank all that helped by either volun-

teering time, sponsoring families or 

donating food or funds to purchase 

needs.  

Special thanks to Jeanie and Brian 

Polly, Lynn and Harry Harriman, Rick 

Carter, Pam LaZur and her family, Sue 

Weaver, Charles Knox (landlord of the 

building), Cooke Rentals, Ferguson 

Box Company and the many daily          

volunteers. 

Thank you so much to Mt. Zion!! The 

outpouring of donations and help was 

our best year ever! 

God Bless! 

Tom Russell 

    Backpack Food Ministry 

The Backpack Food Ministry of Mt. Zion UMC is currently serving 12 
students at J V Washam Elementary school.  Each week these stu-
dents are provided with a backpack of food to supplement them for the 
weekend at home.  We currently have a need for weekly sponsors for 
three of those students.  A sponsor uses a suggested packing 
list, fills a zip-lock bag with food, labels the bag with the student’s 
name and date, and drops the bag off in the Backpack Ministry store-
room in the church offices by the end of the day each Monday.  The 
bags are then delivered to the school for the children to take home in 
their backpacks each Friday.  If you would like to 
help us by sponsoring a student for the remainder 
of the school year, or have questions about the 
details of sponsoring, please contact Deana King 
(704-236-3596, dking2002@att.net) or Mary 
Shaw (704-252-0493, dshaw6@bellsouth.net) 

         ROOM IN THE INN                                                              

We are hosting our 10 guests the 1st 

and 3rd Tuesday of the month, 

through March 2020!  

WE NEED INNKEEPERS - 

Please contact:                                     

Barbara Broadway:  704-996-7000 or 

email: bbroadway47@gmail.com,  

Richard Little 704-516-9761 or 

email:        littledeepcove@aol.com, 

 Mary Isaacs 704-996-8680 or email: 

misaacsiaarch.com  and  

Sydney Broadway. 

Thank you so very much for assisting 

in this wonderful ministry!!!  

Blessings!! 

 

MAGICAL MOUNTAIN CHRISTMAS 

Happy New Year from Magical Mountain Christmas! With your help this 

year, we were able to serve 18 families and 35 children! Almost all of 

our families were able to attend the party and they were all so very 

thankful for everything. The ASP staff kindly made sure that the gifts 

were delivered to the families we missed. Our travels were a bit excit-

ing this year with one case of a stomach bug and one case of a stub-

born mini-bus, but our team of 16 volunteers enjoyed the time we spent 

with each other and with our guests! I am always amazed at the ways 

our church makes this event possible. We say thank you to those of 

you who prayed for us, sponsored children, donated funds for families 

and expenses, prepared food for the party, and helped us wrap and 

pack. We also need to thank everyone who put their Sunday afternoon 

on hold in the event we needed rescue drivers! Every single person 

who contributed in any way is a part of making this ministry "magical". 

Above all, we thank God for continuing to bless our efforts with this 

Ministry, and for his Son who is the reason for Christmas! 

mailto:dking2002@att.net


 

 

Unity in Community                                              
There will be a meeting of Unity in Communi-

ty on Saturday Jan. 25 at 10 AM at the Ada 

Jenkins Center (212 Gamble Street,           

Davidson, NC).   Unity in Community is a 

grassroots organization of people in N. 

Mecklenburg County who are interested in 

studying racism and working to promote ra-

cial justice and equity.   All who share these 

goals are invited to attend this meeting.  For 

more information contact Sue Rankin-White 

or Pastor Jonathan. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

       MT. ZION HAS REFORMATTED OUR WEBSITE - 

CHECK IT OUT AT  www.mtzionumc.net. 

There is a volunteer tab at the top of the new website with opportu-

nities and links to sign up TO VOLUNTEER.  Please check it out 

and volunteer as you are able. Thank you in advance! 

*Operate ustream  *Teach a Children’s Sunday School 

Class  *Teach a Youth Sunday School Class         

*Operate Slides for 9:45 Service *9:45 Hospitality 

Team (contact Pastor Angela)   

The conference-wide celebration of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

will be on Saturday, January 18, 2020 at St. 
Paul United Methodist Church in Winston Sa-
lem.  The theme will be Embracing our Be-
loved Community: Persevering Despite Ad-
versity and will be based on Matthew 25:34-
40. The special guest speaker will be Clara 
Ester, a participant in the Civil Rights Move-
ment who was with Dr. King on the day of his 
assasination.  If you would be interested in 
going to this event as part of a group, please 
contact Pastor Jonathan 
(jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net).   

Acolytes Needed for 2020: Students that are in 3rd Grade and 
above that are interested in being an Acolyte for the 2020 year can 
sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b094eafa622a2f58-mtzion1.  If you have questions or need 
training please contact smercuri@mtzionumc.net. 

Special Needs Sunday School Teacher Needed for the 2020 

Year:  We have an immediate opening for an Assistant in the 

Agape Sunday School class.  Please contact Stacey Mercuri          

smercuri@mtzionumc.net if you are interested. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER           

INFORMATION 

WEBSITE AND VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 

Performance of The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis 

If you would be interested in going as part of a group to see the pro-

duction of The Great Divorce in Charlotte at the Booth Theater on 

Saturday, January 25 at 4 PM, please contact Pastor Jonathan 

(jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net) for more information. This perfor-

mance of C. S. Lewis' spiritual classic is by the Fellowship of Per-

forming Arts from New York City. If we can get the group rate, we 

can get choice seats for around $56 each. You may want to study 

the website to see if you're interested:   www.fpatheatre.com 

Senior Luncheon 2020 

Save the Date for the Senior Luncheon to be held March 4, for 

anyone whose birth year is 1950 and earlier.  Details to follow in 

next newsletter. 

Mt. Zion Craft Nights  

What’s your favorite activity?  Scrapbooking?  Making cards?  Cro-
cheting, knitting or sewing?  Maybe painting?  Whatever craft it may 
be, or just to ‘get out’, come join us in Christian fellowship and spend 

special time together.  Feel free to bring a friend as well.  

We will meet on the 2nd and 4th Friday of every month in the Hut - 
across from the Family Life Center.  You may drop in anytime be-

tween 3 pm – 9:30 pm in the Hut with our first night being       
January 10.  We ask that you please bring a ‘snack’ to share. 

 

For any questions, contact Dora Dalmas at 704-737-4859 /            
dalmas2@mi-connection.com or Susie Crump at                             

704-575-5531 / susancrump@bellsouth.net.  

We are excited to host this special time together and we look forward 
to seeing you there! 

Inclement Weather Information 

In the situation that a weather event 

alters the church calendar, any de-

lays or cancellations will be commu-

nicated in the following ways: 

Television Channel                           

NBC 6 – WCNC 

Television Channel                            

ABC 9 – WSOC 

Constant Contact email 

Facebook 

Church Website 

When Sunday worship is cancelled, 

if possible the pastors will lead a 

service that can be viewed online. 

mailto:jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net
mailto:smercuri@mtzionumc.net
mailto:jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net
http://www.fpatheatre.com/


 

 

 
 
 

 

Administrative Board 
 

Co-Pastors:  Angela Marlowe, Jonathan Marlowe 
Associate Pastor:  Lauren Hill 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Stacey Mercur i 
Music Director:  Shelley Little 
Director of Youth Ministries:  Br ittany Morr is 
Treasurer:  Patti Loner  
Sonshine Preschool Director:  Kim Webb 
 
Administrative Board Chair: J im Causey    
Administrative Board Vice-Chair: Greg Ainslie 
Lay Leaders: Chr is Redmond, Patti Richardson  
Lay Members Annual Conference: (3) Deana 
King (20), Randy Cameron (21), Laurie Knight (21) 
Alternate Lay Member Annual Conference:   
 Linda Lott 
Recording Secretary:  Elizabeth Coker  
 
Members At Large:    
Term Expires 2020:  
 Jimmy Grindstaff, Mary Shaw, Chuck Windell  
Term Expires 2021:  
 Dale Readling, Jeff Knight, Peggy Aspland 
Term Expires 2022: 
 Kate Moore, Gayle Casavecchia, Bob Iannucci 
 
Nurture Team Chairs:  Debbie Jackson, Suzie 
Inman 
Outreach Team Chair:  Sebra Maines 
Witness Team Chair:  Alan Sipe, Molly Merrell 
Trustees Committee Chair:  TBA  
Finance Committee Chair:  Mark Lamber t   
Staff Parish Committee Chair:  Debbie Tillis 
Weekday Ministry Board Chair:  Michele Eddy 
Cemetery Committee Chair:  Rodney Mayhew 
Building Committee Chair:  Tim Cooksey 
Children’s Council Chair: TBA  
UMW Representative:  Brenda Scott 
Historian:  Delores Edwards 
Church Growth Leadership Initiative:  
  Pete Newton 

            Administrative Committees 

Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)  

Staff Parish Committee Chair:  Debbie Tillis 
Vice Chair: 
Term Expires 2020: Damien Carper, Dave  
   Casavecchia, Tom Dutton      
Term Expires 2021: Susie Crump, Lysa Archer Smith, 
    William Taylor 
Term Expires 2022: Debbie Tillis, Judy Caldwell,  
    Dee Phillips 
 
Lay Member of Annual Conference:  Deana King 
Lay Leader:  Chris Redmond 
 
Trustees Committee  
Trustees Committee Chair:  TBA (elected by Trustees) 
Vice Chairperson:  TBA               (elected by Trustees)   
Secretary:  TBA                            (elected by Trustees)   
Members at Large:      
 Term Expires 2020: Nancy Cameron, Rick  
   Carter, Brett Cobb   
 Term Expires 2021: Larry Klaus, AJ Drury 
   Jimmy Grindstaff 
 Term Expires 2022: 
  David Maines, Eddie West, Cynthia Team 
 
Finance Committee 

 Finance Committee Chair:  Mark Lambert 
 Finance Committee Secretary:   
 Co Pastors:  Angela Marlowe, Jonathan  
  Marlowe 
 Admin Board Chair:  Jim Causey 
 Lay Leaders: Patti Richardson/Chris Redmond   

Lay Members of Annual Conference: Randy  
  Cameron 

 Trustees Committee Representative:  
 Staff Parish Committee Rep.:   
 Treasurer/Office Manager:  Patti Loner 
 Finance Committee At Large:    
  Term Expires 2020: Cindy Carter,  
   Laura Freeman, John Suggs   
  Term Expires 2021: Jack Molle, Linda Lott  
  Term Expires 2022: Jon Lentz,  
   Ginger Andersen 
 Ex-Officio Cemetery: Rodney Mayhew 

 

                                       Mt. Zion United Methodist Church Officers – 2020 

                                                                Updated 11/11/19 



 

 

Committee on Nominations and Lay          
Leadership 
 Chair: Angela Marlowe, Jonathan Marlowe 
 Vice Chair: Linda Lott (elected by Committee) 
 Lay Leaders: Chris Redmond, Patti Richard-
son 
 Members at Large: 
 Term Expires 2020: Nancy Causey,  
  Susie Crump, Barb King   
 Term Expires 2021: Terri Heskett,  
  Kenny Inman, James Thompson 
 Term Expires 2022: Jon Sarver,  
  Michele Bowen, Becky Hollingsworth 
  
 

Weekday Ministry Board 
 Weekday Ministry Board Chair: Michele Eddy 
   (term expires 2020) 
 Children’s Ministry Coord.: Stacey Mercuri 
 Preschool Director:  Kim Webb               
 Trustees Committee Representative: Brett 
Cobb 
 SPRC Representative: Debbie Tillis 
 Members At Large:  
 Term Expires 2020: Mary Goodson,  
  Deanna Grindstaff, Theresa Schwab 
  
 Term Expires 2021: Debbie Johnson,  
  Patti Keener, Emily Ray 
 Term Expires 2022: Amanda Windell,  
  Robert Reed, Bryan Sherrill 
  
 
Worship Team: 

Pastors: Angela Marlowe, Jonathan Marlowe, 
Lauren Hill 
Musicians: Shelley Little, Woody Washam, Mela-
nie Kalkan 
Chair: Diane Merrell 
Communion Stewards: Patsy Barker, Fran Conard 
Sacred Arts (9:45): Debbie Jackson 
Sacred Arts (Sanctuary): 1. Susan Caldwell   
 2. Bonnie Blum 
11 AM Representative – Judy Hodson 
Head Usher: Larry Horton 
Wedding Guild: Jan Horton, Delores Edwards 
 
Children’s Council 
 Stacey Mercuri – Coordinator of Children’s  
      Ministry 
Riley Dudley, Ann Dutton, Jeanine Eisley, Emily 
Hall, Amanda Heskett, Beth Lentz, Tiffany 
Moceri, Ivonne Reed, Ella Taylor, Vicki Williams,  
Pam Crutchfield, Carey Balok 
 
 

Nurture Team:   
 Co-Chairs: Suzie Inman, Debbie Jackson 
 Dora Dalmas, Nancy Johnson, Shelia 
Readling,  
 Coleen Sigman, Dora Klaus, Rhonda Little, 
 Tom Graham, Faye Graham, Sharon Washam 
  
Outreach Team:   
 Chair: Sebra Maines 
 Cindy Parnell, Shellie Cobb, Linda Bauer,  
 Ann Brown 
 
Witness Team:  
 Chair:  Alan Sipe, Molly Merrell 

Stephanie Butler York, Jessica Johnson, Karen 
Kerr, Jason Suggs, Brian Moore,  
Paul & Terri Nolasco 
 

**The Nurture, Outreach & Witness Team may 
add individuals during the year to meet ministry 
needs. 

Standing Committees 
 reporting to the Administrative Board 

 
Building Committee: 
 Chair: Tim Cooksey 
 Vice-Chair:   
 Trustee Representative:  Larry Klaus 
 Senior Campus Chairs:  Barbara Broadway,  
  Corinne Hendrix 
 Main Campus Consultants (advising as needed):   
  Margi Kyle, Mary Isaacs, Alan Sipe 
 Pastors: Jonathan & Angela Marlowe (ex-officio) 
 Members at Large: 
 Term Expires 2020: Tom Dutton, Patti Richardson, 
  Robert Sherrill, John Wiese  
 Term Expires 2021: Ginger Andersen, Pat Caldwell,  
  Louise Cashion 
 Term Expires 2022: Barbara Broadway, Tim  
  Cooksey, Corinne Hendrix, Sam Coker  
  
Senior Campus Board:  
 Co Chairs: Barbara Broadway (22), Corinne  
  Hendrix (22) 
 Consultant: Martha Archer, Katy Hollingsworth  
 Liaison to Autumn Care – Sue Weaver 
At Large: Jan Sipe (20), Ritchie Crump (20),  
Denise Howard (20), Nancy Cameron (21),  
Carol Jackson (21), Jim York (21),  
Dora Dalmas (22), John O’ Stafy (22) 
 Pastors: Jonathan & Angela Marlowe (ex officio) 

Cemetery Committee: 

 Cemetery Chair:  Rodney Mayhew  
 Staff Representative:  Patti Loner 
 Members:  Clyde Caldwell, A. J. Drury, Martha  
 Jenkins, Rodney Mayhew, Donnelly Sherrill,  
 Robert Sherrill, Rick Carter, Pat Caldwell,  
 Kenny Inman   



 

 

WORSHIP LED BY MT. ZION AT  AUTUMN CARE 

Every Sunday morning 

at 10:00, worship ser-

vices are conducted by 

Mt. Zion members at Au-

tumn Care -- Our services 

each Sunday are part of 

our mission to reach out 

to seniors in our church 

and community.  This is a way to bring worship to those 

who are unable to get out to attend this church or their 

home church.                                                                                           

January  worship will be led by -  
 January  5 - Leslie Matz     January 12  - Ann Dutton                                                        
 January 19 - Patsy McGill  January 26 -Michael Norman 
                 Music by Anna Akins                                     

Church Altar Flowers are a way to express  your love and 

gratitude.  Flowers may be purchased for $100.00 for two 

arrangements or $50.00 for one.  On your designated 

Sunday, you may take the flowers to someone of your 

choice after the 11:00 service. A special notation of your 

gift will be made in the bulletin.   

Dates available for January and February are:             

January 12, 19, 26, February 2, 16, 23. Please provide 

us with the following info:  

Name______________Phone #________________ 

Date requested____________# of Arrange-

ments_____ 

Wording for bulletin____________________________ 

_____________________________________________

WORSHIP AT AUTUMN CARE 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Apportionments  $      102,496 

Administration Expenses  $        34,482 

Christian Education  $        34,800 

Finance Committee  $          7,700 

Music Ministry  $        30,150 

Nurture  $        15,750 

Outreach  $        30,000 

Staff Parish Relations  $      633,064 

Trustees  $      197,250 

Visioning  $        15,000 

Witness  $          8,000 

Worship  $        14,450 

Youth  $        29,900 

GRAND TOTAL  $   1,153,042 

2020 APPROVED BUDGET 

A word of thanks to Mt. Zion UMC and our church fami-

ly for the continued caring, concern and support through 

these last several months and for adding some extra 

happiness and joy to the Christmas season for me and 

my daughter in a variety of ways. 

We so appreciate the group of choir members, church 

staff and other folks (Shelley, Jonathan, Lauren, Peggy, 

Coleen & her friend, Dora, a boy they said was 

“Rudolph”, Judy & David and I know there were a few 

others too) that came caroling at my house one even-

ing.  It was such a delight to see their happy, smiling 

faces fill my living room and I so enjoyed listening to 

them sing a wonderful variety of Christmas carols.  A 

special thank you for the thoughtful Christmas Stocking 

filled with many useful items. 

Another night, the Mt. Zion Bus arrived at my house and 

I was amazed as 16 or more Boy Scouts, John Wiese 

and Santa Claus (Gaylon) gathered inside my house 

singing a nice assortment of Christmas songs.  These 

young men performed so well together and did an out-

standing job and I am very appreciative that my house 

was included on their list. 

One day I was pleasantly surprised to receive a special 

Christmas postcard in my mailbox that was personally 

hand colored by one of the young students at Sonshine 

Preschool.  It made me smile, it made my day and it 

was one of the nicest and cutest cards I received!  I am 

honored that I was one of the recipients of such a beau-

tiful Christmas greeting as well as one at Thanksgiving 

too. 

We are also very thankful for the Live Stream and re-

play capabilities that are made available through the 

church website which allows us the opportunity to 

watch, experience and feel a part of the church services 

that we would have otherwise missed.  Unfortunately, it 

has been many weeks since I have been able to attend 

a Sunday service so I am very grateful to have an op-

tion to view it.  Please know that we are most apprecia-

tive that the Christmas Eve service was included for 

Live Stream as I think this may very well be the first 

Christmas Eve ever that I was unable to attend a ser-

vice so being able to watch it was a perfect option. 

A very special thank you goes to Mary Ellen and the 

office staff for always answering my questions/

concerns, providing me with bulletins and such as well 

as helping me out.  Thank you Mt. Zion UMC for all that 

you do for the community, for the members and for me. 

Minerva Bullock 

 The detailed line item budget is available in 

the church office. 

http://images.data-axle.infogroup.com/23108221f7e105334ea533c716873f6e861c73b1.jpg


 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Communications Coordinator: 

 Kelly Fellows 

 kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

Part Time Assistant:   

 Ginny Wilkins 

 gwilkins@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

11/24 28 

12/01 25 

12/08 24 

12/15 25 

12/22 20 

12/24 18 

12/29 25 

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN                                                                         
IN MEMORY OF Rodney Whisnant 
gifts were given to the Smith History 
Museum. IN MEMORY OF Claudia 
Bost a gift was given to the Music 
Fund. IN MEMORY OF Mabel and 
Woody Washam, Sr. a gift was given 
to the Budget. IN MEMORY OF Kay 
and Don Sims a special gift was giv-
en.  IN MEMORY OF Lagette and 
Polly Goodrum gifts were given to 
the Budget and the Cemetery Fund. 
IN MEMORY OF Mose and Selma 
Cooke a gift has been given to the 
church.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Autumn 

Care                

Attendance  

THE SYMPATHY 
OF THE                              
CONGREGATION 
is extended to Jim 
Cooke and Donna 
Cooke Sutay and their families on 
the death of their Grandmother, 
Catherine Bullock, on November 
20, John Leadingham and family on 
the death of his sister, Kimberly 
Leadingham, on December 6, and 
Sherry Washam and family on the 
death of her sister, Diane Skidmore, 
on December 17.  

12/29 ONE SERVICE @ 10:30  224 

November Financial Report 
 

Thank you for supporting the mis-
sion and ministries of Mt. Zion         

United Methodist Church. 
 

Our 2019 approved budget total is 
$1,174,805 

 

Total budget income in November -        
$ 84,550 

November’s expenses - $ 77,934 
 

Year-to-Date budget income—         
$ 1,040,266 

Year-to-Date expenses - $ 917,833 

Difference $ 122,433 
 

Total available cash for budget ex-
penses: 

$ 78,976 
 

Total designated fund balance is 
$138,844 

This includes: 

Capital Fund -  $ 6,780 

Helping Hands Fund - $23,450 

*Sale of Parsonage - $24,868 

 *$180,000 of sale of parsonage trans-
ferred to UM Foundation 

 

 Please contact Patti Loner 
(ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions. 

          ATTENDANCE 

Date  8:30 9:45 11:00 Total 

11/24 94 103 189 386 

12/01 86 93 192 371 

12/08 86 95 187 368 

12/15 48 240 296 584 

12/22 116 103 251 470 

DECEMBER BAPTISM 

Caden Walter Compton was    

baptized on December 1, 2019.  

He is the son of Kevin and Jen-

nifer Compton and brother of 

Brooks and Kenley. 

December 24  @ 3 PM  156 

December 24  @ 5 PM 258 

December 24  @ 7 PM 374 

December 24 @ 11 PM 95 

TOTAL  883 

CHRISTMAS EVE ATTENDANCE 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING 

ATTENDANCE  

November 24, 2019 357 



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

E-mail: info@mtzionumc.net 

“MAKING, MATURING, MOBILIZING DISCIPLES FOR CHRIST” 
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Cornelius, NC 

All women of the church and com-

munity are invited to join the  WOM-

EN OF  ZION small group! Our group 

meets the first Tuesday of each month 

at the Galway Hooker Restaurant in 

Cornelius. We meet at 7:00 pm for fel-

lowship and a devotional program.  

Please contact us at 

mzwoz1@gmail.com if you would like 

more information and to get the monthly 

meeting reminders. We look forward to 

seeing you the first Tuesday of each 

month! 

MEN OF ALL AGES ARE    
WELCOME to attend a MEN’S   
COMMUNITY  PRAYER 
BREAKFAST  meeting on 
Wednesdays at  7 AM at IHOP in                
Huntersville. 

NEW BEGINNINGS...  We bowl, 
go to movies, take tours and just 
have friendship with others that 
have lost a spouse.      We have 
something going on all the time!  

TO RECEIVE OUR  MONTHLY                 
NEWSLETTER OR IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT:         

  Barbara Broadway: 
email: bbroadway47@gmail.com     
704-996-7000 or  

Shirley Ranson: 
email:  shirley@ransonteam.com     
704-904-0973  

The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL 

MINISTRY invite you to join them 

on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 

to knit/crochet prayer shawls and 

baby blankets. No matter what your 

skill level may be, there is a place 

for you. If you are interested in 

learning how to knit, they can help 

with that, as well. (Yarn is provid-

ed.) They meet in the church Parlor 

(located on the upper level of the 

Family Life Center) and hope to see 

you soon!  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Please send any articles 

you would like to have in-

cluded in the February newsletter to the 

church by  January 25th.             

They may be emailed to                                                   

kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Thank you!! 

 

javascript:void(0);
mailto:bbroadway47@gmail.com
mailto:Shirley@ransonteam.com

