
Blue Christmas: A Service of Wholeness & Healing 
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Sunday December 20, 2020 
4:00 p.m. 

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
Comfort us and all who mourn this night. 
Give us strength to grieve as we must. 
Help us receive your healing in the midst of our pain, 
and find new order after the chaos of loss; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord we pray, Amen. 

 
Hymn “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                 UMH 221 
 
Prayers of the People 

At the end of each petition, after hearing “Lord hear our prayer” respond: 
And in your merciful love, answer. 

 
Special Music “Winter Snow”                                                          Shelley Little 
 
Litany of Remembrance 
Leader: We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We pause to 
remember clearly, their face, their voices, their bodies. We embrace and give thanks for the 
memories that bind them to us in this season of expectation, when all creation waits for the 
Light. 
All: We remember them with love. May God’s eternal love surround them. 
 
Leader: We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: 
loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of faith, the loss of joy. 
We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past, O God, and we offer it to You, asking that 
into our wounded hearts and open hands You will place the gift of peace, shalom. 
All: We remember that through You all things are possible. 
Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into Your future. 
 
Leader: We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. 
We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us years, that have been 
heavy with our burdens. 
We accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the sadness and grief, the hurt 
and fear, the anger and pain. 
We accept and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen short, and the times we have 
spent blaming ourselves, and you, for all that we have suffered. 



We accept and lay before you the time we have walked alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of 
our own mortality. 
All: We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, while lost, we may have 
turned away from the light, the light itself has not failed. 
We remember that though winter be upon us and though the night be dark, with the 
turning of the wheel the dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness. 
 
Leader: We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light and hope that God offers to 
us in the stories of Christmas, which began in abandonment, insecurity, and humbleness, in a 
time of war and in a poor stable. 
We remember that the loving God who kept the light shining in the temple and who came to 
share this life with us promises us comfort and peace. 
All: We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to the Light, 
and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 23                                                             Pastor Angela 
 
New Testament Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
 
Homily                                                                                                            Pastor Lauren 
 
Act of Remembrance 

Special Music “Emmanuel, God with Us”                                       Shelley Little 
 
Hymn “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                                                        UMH 218 
 
Benediction                                                                                                Pastor Lauren 
 
In the Bleak Midwinter 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only in her maiden bliss, 
worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 



What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 
Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s 
sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
 
Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all-gracious King,” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 



Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world, 
above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 
And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 
look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the int. 
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 
 
For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 
when with the ever circling years shall come the time foretold 
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 
 


