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Contact Phone Numbers                       Office Hours Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM | Friday 9 AM - 12 PM 

Church Office 704-892-8566  Sonshine Preschool 704-892-0654 

Pastor on Call 704-819-9025       Website - www.mtzionumc.net 

     IN TOUCH…    The Newsletter of the Mt. Zion Family 
WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY - 8:30 & 11 AM in the Sanctuary & 9:45 AM on the lawn             

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

   Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 

“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

According to Angela 

As the calendar turns to August we find ourselves with the typical 
summer hot, humid weather outside and we are all longing for the 
cooler weather fall brings. I find that some days I walk outside and 
can barely breathe because it is so hot and humid. It is a good thing 

that the summer seems to be flying by, and fall will be here before 
we know it.   

We are all excited about the many ministries and programs that we 
have planned for the Mt. Zion community at the end of the summer 
and beginning of the fall. I hope that everyone will find a way to be-
come more involved at the church. There is a place for everyone. 

In this newsletter, you will find information about many of the plans 
and upcoming special Sundays. You can find numerous ways to 

worship, learn and serve. Here are just a few highlights. Read the 
newsletter and the midweek email for additional information: 

• Local missions - School Supplies Drive – collect, donate and 

assemble backpacks to help local children prepare for school. 

• Looking for a Bible study or discussion group – check out the 

different opportunities. Let us know if you are interested. 

• Gather for worship – inside or outside, early or late, traditional 

or contemporary. 

• Homecoming – September 25 – One service at 10:30 AM. 

• Special guest – Ed Kilbourne will be at Mt. Zion to share with us 

on October 9 and lead an Adult VBS October 10-12.  More in-
formation coming soon. 

• Don’t forget – The Mt. Zion BBQ is November 5. Put this date 

on your calendar and watch for ways to help with this event. 

We hope to see you as you connect to Mt. Zion in some way over 
the next few months. Mt. Zion is a great place for making, maturing 
and mobilizing disciples for Christ.   

Summer Sermon Series Continues 

Prophet Margins 

Are you up for a journey this summer, a journey to the edge of our 

faith? Then you’re ready for “Prophet Margins.” We have heard from 

Elisha, Amos and Hosea. During the month of August, we will hear 

from two of the most famous prophets: Isaiah and Jeremiah. Come 

and hear what these prophets have to say to us today.  

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL SUNDAYS 

AUGUST 28 BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS AND TEACHER    
APPRECIATION SUNDAY 

Teachers and students, please join us at any one of our three services 
on Sunday, August 28 as we bless you and your 2022 – 2023 school 
year. If you are not able to make any of the services, please stop by the 
church office anytime starting the week after to pick up a little some-
thing that we have for you.  

SEPTEMBER 25     
HOMECOMING 

We will all gather for one 
service at 10:30 AM. Plan 
to come as we celebrate 
Mt. Zion. Watch for more 
details in the September 
newsletter and the mid-
week emails. 

Worship at Mt. Zion 

Mt. Zion continues to offer multiple ways to worship. You can join 

us at one of our three worship services or join us online. We 

hope to see you soon.        

Worship times 

8:30 AM - Traditional Worship with communion each week  

9:45 AM - Contemporary Worship - Outside for the summer 

*In case of rain we will worship in the sanctuary. 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship with the choir and online 

 

*The 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM services are in the sanctuary and 

the 9:45 AM service is outside for the summer. 



 

 

COMING THIS FALL 
      WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

“Many of us want God’s Word to dwell richly in us, but life can get in the way”. We will use Ruth Chou Simons’ 

study, TruthFilled, to learn how to preach the gospel truths to ourselves as we study the book of Colossians. 

Preaching the gospel to ourselves in each of our life seasons, we will renew our hearts and transform our minds. 

We will start our study on September 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the Sonseekers Sunday School classroom (2nd floor of 

Education Building beside the stairs). Books are in our library and you can leave payment in the church office for 

$18. Our study book is an actual work of art! If you have questions, you can reach out to Susie Crump or Jean-

nette Koch prior to starting the study. All women are welcome!  

      WEDNESDAY NIGHT GATHERINGS 

We will begin our Wednesday night gatherings this fall with a book study of Kate Bowler's No Cure For Being Hu-
man. This is a poignant memoir of the author's struggle to deal with her cancer in ways that are honest, faithful, 
painful, yet beautiful. A professor of Christian history at Duke Divinity School, Kate Bowler's writings have ap-
peared in the New York Times, her TED talks have been watched by millions, and she has been featured on the 
Today Show and many other national media outlets. Her previous books have been New York Times best sellers. 
She does not offer easy answers, but she does offer a powerful testimony to God's grace at work in our broken 
humanity. And she manages to weave in some delightful humor along the way. She has an award-winning podcast 
entitled, "Everything Happens." We will begin this study on the Wednesday evening after Labor Day, Sept. 7 at 
6:30 pm. Go ahead and buy your book now (at a local bookstore or through Amazon) and read the first two chap-
ters before our first gathering on September 7. Contact Pastor Jonathan if you would like to participate by Zoom.  

  CONFIRMATION 2022 – 2023 

We are very excited to offer A Confirmation Experience again this year. Our classes will begin in the fall and con-

clude in the spring of 2023. Youth that are in the 8th grade for 2022-23 are invited to participate. Please con-

tact Brittany Morris (bmorris@mtzionumc.net) or Pastor Angela (amarlowe@mtzionumc.net) if interested. Also, 

any older youth that did not have the opportunity to participate in Confirmation are invited to participate as well. 

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK 

One of the greatest blessings I received last year was facilitating a Disciple Fast Track Bible Study. We had a great 

group and learned so much together! I am excited to announce that we will offer the next study in the series, Disci-

ple Fast Track II: Into the Word, Into the World beginning this fall. This is a 24 week series that will be divided be-

tween this fall and spring. In the fall, we will start with an in depth look at Genesis and Exodus, and in the spring, we 

will look at Luke and Acts. It is not necessary to have taken any Disciple class before in order to participate in 

this one. Pastor Angela and I will be leading this study together. In Disciple, each person has a study guide that will 

take you through each week with daily readings of Scripture that will help prepare you for each week’s meeting. The 

date and time that we will meet will be announced later, once we see who is interested and what availability there is. 

A virtual option through Zoom will be offered. Please reach out to me with any questions that you have, and please 

let me know if you’d like to join us! Peace, Pastor Lauren | lhill@mtzionumc.net 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 

Are you feeling a call to journey alongside children and youth on their faith journey? We learn so much from teach-

ing children and youth. The Children’s and Youth Ministry need you! We ask you to prayerfully consider being a 

Sunday School Teacher or Assistant for the upcoming 2022 - 2023 School Year. Please contact the church office 

or email: smercuri@mtzionumc.net or bmorris@mtzionumc.net  if you have interest in helping with either or both of 

these very important and rewarding ministries. 

KIDS CLUB RETURNS 

On September 7th at 6:30 p.m. Kids Club will begin meeting again for eleven consecutive weeks where we will 

start in the gym of the Family Life Center every Wednesday night for children ages three through 5th grade stu-

dents. Our hour together will include music with Ms. Shelley, a Bible lesson that includes a craft, and finish with a 

little playground time where pick up will take place, weather permitting each week. We hope you can join us! 

SAVE THE DATE 

Our 83rd Annual BBQ will be Saturday, November 5th. Additional details and information about 

volunteer opportunities will be in the future Newsletters and Midweek emails. 

  C.S. LEWIS STUDY GROUP 

After taking a break over the summer, the C. S. Lewis study group will resume on September 22 at 7 PM.  We will 

be looking at Lewis's earliest piece of fiction: Boxen. It was Lewis's first writing that featured animals, and in some 

ways, it represented the earliest parts of his imaginative work that later developed into the Narnia series. You can 

find this book through local bookstores, Amazon, thriftbooks.com, or abebooks.com. Contact Pastor Jonathan for 

details or if you would like to join by Zoom.  



 

 

MISSION VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

NUTURE UPDATE 

In an effort to keep their inventory balanced and the shelves well-stocked, they have asked Mt. Zion to provide one or 

two specific items per month. The August donation is ketchup, mustard and mayonnaise. 

They are always happy to accept miscellaneous items and have an ongoing need for dry cat & dog food in 3-5 lb bags. 

Their homeless clients also need: bug spray, spray sunscreen, sun bucket hats, body wipes, and clean ponchos. 

Please bring your items to church and place them in one of two bin locations (the office area or in the Sanctuary base-

ment level near the elevator) or you can take them directly to Ada Jenkins. Thank you! If you have any questions or 

would like more information, please contact Laurie Knight at appfan1188@carolina.rr.com.  

NCC - Threads of Faith - The Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center is hosting Threads of Faith, an event to help our 

neighbors prepare for school with new clothes to start the school year.  

You can participate beginning now through August 8th, by bringing new or gently used items to the church 

library. Please place items in a plastic or paper bag labeled 'NCC.' 

The following items are needed for children from Pre-K to 12th grade: *New or gently used school clothes; 

coats and jackets; boots and shoes; scarves and hats; gloves and mittens. *New only, pajamas, underwear, 

and socks. 

*The Center will host an event on Friday, August 12 for families to select clothing. They are asking for Volunteers to: *Sort and hang clothes — 

August 8th-11th. *Assist shoppers - August 12th from 10:30 AM to 6:30 PM. Please visit the SignUp Genius for more info and to volunteer. 

Portions of Love - Summer Lunch Deliver - Through a program called Portions of Love, the Neighborhood 

C.A.R.E. Center, here in Cornelius, is partnering again with Angels and Sparrows to  provide lunches for neighbor-

hood children. They need your help to pack and deliver lunches Tuesdays through Fridays from now through      

August 19th. 

*Please visit the link here for the instructions and to sign up. Also note that there are two opportunities each day to 

volunteer through to deliver the lunches as well as to pack them - and you will need to sign up in both slots if you plan 

to do both jobs. 

*If you have any questions, contact the C.A.R.E. Center directly at 704-255-5500. Thank you for making a difference! - Missions Committee. 

Backpack School Supply Ministry - Plans are currently underway for Ada Jenkins' annual "Book Bag It!" 

school supply drive which supports our local children for the upcoming school year. Here are three ways you 

can help: SHOP! DONATE! VOLUNTEER!   

Shop for supplies - from the list below. It is not necessary to purchase the complete list - just get what you 

would like to donate - and we will purchase the remaining items in bulk. Note that a backpack is not on the 

list! We've received a supply of them - however, if you already have purchased one or find one that you just 

can't resist, go ahead as we can always use it! Please deliver supplies to the church office by Sunday,      

August 7. Click here for shopping list.  

Monetary donation - If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please make your check payable to Mt. Zion and write "School Supplies'' in the 

memo line and we'll do the shopping for you! The cost for one student is about $70. Please have your donation to the church office by August 

7th. We will again be supporting the teachers (who pay for many classroom items using their own funds) by supplying much-needed classroom 

items which we can purchase in bulk. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - to shop or pack the backpacks. We will set up the packing line on Sunday, August 21, at 11 AM upstairs in the Edu-

cation Building. The packing will begin on Monday, August 22, at 9 AM at the same location. 

Thank you for supporting our local children with the back-to-school supplies they'll need for a successful school year! Thank you! If you are inter-

ested in volunteering or have any questions, please contact: Sebra Maines at sebramaines@yahoo.com or 980-721-5953 or Stacey Mercuri 

at smercuri@mtzionumc.net or 704-892-8566. 

A huge thank you to the following for making the ice cream social a BIG success! Those who made the ice cream: Cindy Lindsay, Theresa 

Schwab, Faye & Tom Graham, Becky Hollingsworth, Gayle Casavecchia, Suzie Inman, and Mary Goodson. 

We would also like to thank those that helped set up, serve, and clean up: Shelia Readling, Becky & Joe Hollingsworth, Dave & Gayle Casavec-
chia, Nancy Keating, Torrie Thompson, Angelica Casaletto, Shane & Anna Brown, and Jan & Larry Horton. 

The community stores that donated our door prizes: Shake Shack, Jason's Deli, Starbucks, Summit Coffee, Viva Chicken, Harris Teeter, Carolina 

Cones, Spare Time, Lake Norman Golf, Baskin-Robbins, Chick-fil-A, and Bruster’s. 

And a very BIG THANK YOU to all that attended. We had around 225 adults and children in attendance. We all had a wonderful time and look 

forward to our next event.  Mark you calendar for Sunday, September 25th for our church HOMECOMING and Dinner on the grounds.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f48abaa22a2f58-threads1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f48abaa22a2f58-lunch1
https://files.constantcontact.com/42c9b3e7201/23a2b86c-b4fb-473e-bf9f-ce3a5285a2f4.pdf?rdr=true


 

 

 SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Are you patient and gentle? Are you reliable and consistent? Are you energetic and a problem solv-
er? Do you enjoy spreading the love of Jesus Christ? Would you like to spend your mornings laugh-
ing and rediscovering the world through the eyes of a child? If the answers to these questions are yes…
you could be the perfect match to join our staff! Sonshine is currently hiring a part-time Teacher in our Mon-
day/Wednesday 2’s class. Please reach out to Kim Webb or Cathy Wiese at 704-892-0654 for more infor-
mation. 
 
We also have a couple of spots open in our 3’s and 4’s program. If you know of any families looking for a lov-
ing preschool, please send them our way! Contact the preschool office at 704-892-0654, email son-
shinepre@mtzionumc.net or visit the preschool webpage at http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/sonshine-
preschool. 
 
*Please remember to relink your Harris Teeter card to Number 4635. This is the easiest Fundraiser for the 
Preschool that everyone can participate in! Harris Teeter’s “Together in Education” program. You must relink 
your card every year for Sonshine to get credit. You can ask any cashier to help you relink. Funds from this 
help support our Scholarship Fund for families in need, classroom equipment, teacher resources, playground 
equipment and much more! We thank you for blessing Sonshine Preschool by participating!  



 

 

It is almost time for the fall activities of the church to resume, and I can't believe how quickly the summer is passing us by. 

Music & Arts Camp was a wonderful experience last month for all of the children and volunteers, as we learned some fun music, 
made some great crafts, shared in playtime and snack time, finished up the week with an ice cream truck visit and performed a short 
musical. It is always such a joy to work with children, and I already look forward to starting our Christmas musical in September.  

After a summer break from rehearsals, the Chancel Choir and Praise Team will start rehearsals again on Wednesday, August 17th, at 
7:00 p.m. Along with new music to introduce, we will begin working on the Christmas cantata. I strongly encourage you to join us, as 
we would love to have you! We will rehearse the Christmas music at the beginning of choir rehearsals for those who would like to join 
us for the cantata in December and not necessarily commit to singing on Sundays.   

On Saturday, August 20th, our 8:30 Ensemble, 9:45 Praise Team and 11:00 Chancel Choir are invited to a Music Ministry gathering 
hosted by Tom & Faye Graham. They have graciously offered to do this at their home in Mooresville, beginning at 5:00 p.m. Everyone 
is asked to bring a finger food dish to share, folding chair and the drinks of your choice. Bottled water will be provided.   

The Adult Handbells will start practicing again on Mondays during the day. Yes! That is a VERY different time, and it is not a misprint: 
date and exact time to be determined. If you are at all curious about being a part of this fun group of folks, please contact me. 

Hand Chimes for children 3rd-6th grades will begin practice on Sundays at 3:30 p.m. starting Sept. 11. There are no musical require-
ments to be part of this group. We learn how to read music, how to properly ring the chimes, and the value of being part of a team. 

The Autumn Daze Singers will NOT meet this month. We will make our next visit to Autumn Care on Wednesday, September 14th at 
11:00 a.m. This is an opportunity for anyone who would like to share some music with the residents once a month. We sing hymns 
and patriotic selections for about 30 minutes. If you can take time on a Wednesday to join us, we meet in the gathering room just in-
side the main entrance between 10:30-11:00 a.m. Words to the songs are provided upon arrival. 

As you can see, we are ramping up music activities at Mt. Zion, and this is a great time for YOU to come join us. I  realize it is a com-
mitment, but you won't be sorry! "Music is a piece of art that goes in the ears straight to the heart." - Michel Vanden Broeck I pray that 
the rest of your summer is enjoyable, and I look forward to seeing you in church. ~Shelley 

MUSIC MINISTRY 



 

 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

             mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN LOVING MEMORY OF Ann Parker to the 
Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Brenda Scott to the Budget, IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF Jim Morton to the Budget, IN LOVING MEMORY OF Richard Tri-
plett to the Cemetery Fund and Music Fund, and IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
Peggy Triplett to the Music Fund. 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION: is extended to the 
family of Judy Readling Gammon who passed away on July 17, 
and to the family of Jim Morton who passed away on July 18, 2022. 

JUNE FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of                 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church. 

 

Our 2022 approved budget total is $1,016,978 

Total budget income in June - $ 49,832 

June’s expenses - $ 66,985 

Year-to-Date budget income - $ 392,131 

Year-to-Date expenses - $454,145 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$139,128 

We have 46.0 days of cash on hand. 

Total designated fund balance is $257,339  

 

 Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions.  

MOMS GROUP EVENT 
The Mt. Zion MOMS Group is hosting a marketplace for local arti-
sans and moms of all ages to get together to find great new items 
and gifts and meet new friends! 
 
On Saturday, September 17, the MOMs Marketplace will take 
place at Mt. Zion UMC from 1-4P on the front lawn. This vendor 
and craft fair currently has 16 vendors signed up, as well as food 
from Chef Kenny's Kitchen and complimentary 10-minute chair 
massages from Carolina Massageworks for up to 60 attendees. 
In the event of rain, we will move inside the Family Life Center. 
 
10x10 spaces start at $45 (tables, chairs, and tents must be sup-
plied by the vendor). If you are interested in hosting a booth at 
the MOMs Marketplace, please contact Molly Merrell 
at molly.merrell@gmail.com. (Please note: I will be out of the 
country from August 8 - September 2. So please allow for a de-
layed response due to time differences.) 
 
You can also find the event page at https://fb.me/e/1vv2Dlf9j. The 
Google Docs form to sign up for a booth is on the MOMs Market-
place event page, as well. All are welcome at this event!  

CONGRATULATIONS: New Members, John and Kathy van Horn 

joined on July 10 during the eleven o’clock service. 

MTZ CARES: We are excited to announce a re-launch 

of our Congregational Care Ministry: MTZ Cares! We 

are looking for volunteers who would be willing to be 

matched with homebound members and those living in 

facilities so that they can be in regular contact for prayer 

and support. We want to follow up with those in be-

reavement, as well as forming prayer teams who will 

meet in person to pray for members of our congregation 

and community. For more information on this ministry, 

please contact Pastor Lauren!  

SUPPORT GROUP OPPORTUNITY: The Association for Frontotemporal De-
generation (AFTD) has a caregiver support group that meets once a month at 
Mt. Zion. Frontotemporal Degeneration is the most common dementia for people 
under sixty years of age. Contact the church office for more information.    

A note of appreciation was sent by Elizabeth Redmond for 
the College Adoption Support she received from Mt. Zion. 

THANK YOU 



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc | #thanksMTZ 

Mt. Zion Ustream - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumclive 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries 

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

PRAYER SHAWL 
The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

invite you to join them on Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m. to knit/crochet prayer shawls and 

baby blankets. There is a place for you, no mat-
ter what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, they 

can help with that, as well. (Yarn is provided.) 

They meet in the church Parlor (located on the 

upper level of the Family Life Center) and hope 

to see you soon!  Please remember to wear a 

mask and social distance, if not vaccinated. 

 

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

 

Cornelius Woods will soon begin final 

grading! For sales information you may 

contact: Kathy Fenlon at: (980) 254-

4479 kfenlon.theallenteam@gmail.com 

Square footage from 975-1822 sq. ft. 

https://livecorneliuswoods.com 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

to 

$475,000.

MT. ZION CRAFT NIGHTS 
Whether it is scrapbooking or making 

cards, knitting, quilting or sewing, paint-

ing or carving wood, come join us in 

Christian fellowship and spend special 

time together. Any special make-n-take 

projects will be posted in the Mid-week. 

This month we will only meet on Friday, 

August 26th from 3 p.m. - until in the 

Hut  (across from the Family Life Cen-

ter). If you plan to come after 6 p.m., 

please let us know. 

For any questions, contact Dora Dal-

mas at 704-737-

4859 / dalmascat@gmail.com or Susie 

Crump at 704-575-

5531 / susancrump@bellsouth.net. 

We are excited to host this special time 

together and look forward to seeing you 

there! Sponsored by Women of Zion 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

Please send any articles and pictures you have 

by August 25th for the next newsletter to:       

newsletter@mtzionumc.net. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to place altar flowers in the 

Sanctuary please contact the church office at 

704-892-8566 for available dates. 


