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Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe and Rev. Jonathan Marlowe: Senior Pastors                                          

 Rev. Lauren Hill: Associate Pastor 
“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

 

Wisdom and Hope from John Wesley 

Jonathan’s Journals 
 

I was recently looking over the preface to John Wesley’s 

sermons, and I found where he wrote these words.   Ap-

parently, Wesley knew that people would not agree on 

everything.  Yet he asked them all to be kind to one anoth-

er, to show genuine love towards each other, even when 

they disagreed:   

For, how far is love, even with many wrong opinions, to be 

preferred before truth itself without love! We may die with-

out the knowledge of many truths, and yet be carried into 

Abraham’s bosom. But, if we die without love, what will 

knowledge avail? Just as much as it avails the devil and 

his angels! 

Wesley was saying that love is more important than hold-

ing right opinions, more important than winning an argu-

ment.   We live in polarizing times, when it is easy to de-

monize others when we disagree with them.  People have 

different ideas about how to respond to the coronavirus, 

how to vote in the upcoming election, how to make deci-

sions on school, work, and family issues.  Different 

schools will take different approaches in trying to serve 

the needs of their students and families.  Different church-

es will adopt different policies about how best to go about 

their ministries.  Different sports teams will follow different 

guidelines during these unusual days.  (I even enjoyed 

watching a Braves game the other day with nothing but 

cardboard fans in the stands).   Yet, spiritual maturity calls 

us to allow others to hold different opinions and still love 

them.   

Wesley placed stress on love for the other, even when 

people disagree on important matters.   The good news is 

that love will last, forever.  In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul tell us 

that faith and hope and love will last, even though 

knowledge will pass away.  We can have different views 

on any number of items, but when we keep love of God 

and love of neighbor at the center of our lives, we will not 

be disappointed.  God has structured the DNA of the uni-

verse so that the lasting influence will always be with 

those who love.   May we so love one another and God in 

the present time, that our lives will have a lasting impact in 

God’s kingdom for many years to come. 

Peace, 

Jonathan 

WORSHIP IN AUGUST 
 

Two Worship Opportunities at Mt. Zion:                      
Online and Outdoor 

 
 
 

 Outdoor Worship continues at 9:30 AM on the 
front lawn of the church 

 
Things to remember for outdoor worship: 
  Practice social distancing at all times. Masks are 

recommended. (Required by the state when social 
distancing is not possible.) 

 Bring any umbrellas, sun canopies, tailgate tents, or 
other items that may provide you shade. We simply 
ask that you be aware of those around you.  

 The restrooms in the Sanctuary building will be avail-
able during outdoor worship. Only one person or 
family is allowed in the restroom at one time.  Please 
remember to wash your hands and practice social 
distancing. 

 Register your attendance using the links online. 
 
 Online Worship continues to be available live    

at 11 AM 
  
The service can be viewed on the church website, the 
church Facebook page, the church YouTube Channel, 
and the Church Ustream Channel.  

 
Communion on August 2 

 
On Sunday, August 2 we will      
celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  You will have the op-
portunity to participate in the follow-
ing ways: 
 
If you attend the outdoor service:   
 

 Individual prepackaged juice 
cups with wafers will be  

      available. 
 You may bring your own juice 

and bread for your family. 
 
If you are unable to attend the outdoor service and 
would like to receive Communion: 
 
 

 Come by the church from noon until 1 pm and one of 
the pastors will serve you in your car. 

 Contact the church office or email a pastor in order 
for a pastor or communion steward to deliver com-
munion to your porch on the afternoon of August 2. 

https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc


 

 

STAFF APPRECIATION SUNDAY 

COLLEGE ADOPTION PROGRAM  

              MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

                            “LEADING THE FLOCK”  

                       STAFF APPRECIATION SUNDAY 

                          AUGUST 9, 2020 @ 9:30 AM 

 

We will have a day of celebration, appreciation and thanksgiving for our 

Wonderful Staff on August 9, 2020 at the 9:30 AM outdoor worship service. 

 

Please bring or send a card of appreciation to our staff members (one each or a combined note).                            
E-mail to info@mtzionumc.net 

Donuts provided, within COVID restrictions 

Special Recognition of Staff 

Opportunity for Children 

Appreciation Prayer Wall 

Special Music                                                                                                                                                                   
 
This will be a day our congregation can celebrate together and focus on the love of Christ for one another.  

These past 5 months presented many challenges to everyone, including our staff at Mt. Zion.  
 Join us in celebration of our many blessings as brothers and sisters in Christ! 

Mt. Zion is blessed to have 40 college students who will soon be starting a new academic year at various 
universities. If you would like to support our college students and let them know that their church family still 
cares about them as they face the challenges of college life, especially in such an uncertain year of 
2020/2021, here’s your calling to adopt or sponsor a student.  

 If you ADOPT a college student, you are responsible for contacting 
him/her once a month through cards and/or small gift cards or fun sur-
prises starting October 2020 through April 2021. You will be given the stu-
dent’s adoption papers in September that will provide their name and 
mailing information. 

  If you SPONSOR a student, the Mt. Zion College Adoption Pro-
gram committee members (MZCAP) will mail a card each month and a gift 
card in November and April to your student for you. Your name will ap-
pear in the cards as the sponsor. Sponsoring a student is $40.00. Send in 
a check to Mt. Zion UMC and note on the memo line - College Adoption 
Program.  

 Individuals, Sunday School Classes or study groups may sponsor students. Please contact me by 
email at sherry.hawley.washam@gmail.com by September 1st if you wish to adopt or sponsor a student. 
Thank you for caring about our college young adults.  

College Students: Please contact me if you are interested in being adopted/sponsored for the school year. 
You must enroll in the MZCAP each year by September 1st if you want to be part of the ministry, even if you 
were in the program last year and your contact information hasn’t changed. Please note that you can be a 
virtual/online, commuter, or on campus resident student and still be part of this ministry.  



 

 

 CHILDREN’S CORNER with Ms. Stacey 

The Outdoor Vacation Bible School Sessions were amazing! We learned about how Jesus’                                               

power can help us through any situation while enjoying our beautiful outdoor worship area                                        

and front lawn.                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Children’s Musical “Plane Ol’ 

Mission Trip” practices on 

Wednesdays from 5:30 – 6:15 PM 

in the church parking lot.  All 1st – 

5th Graders are welcome to join any 

week, regardless of how many ses-

sions you have made or if you have 

not attended yet.  The more the 

merrier and better for the group 

songs! 

 

The Blessing of Backpacks and School Devices for 

the upcoming school year will be held during Children’s 

Time of the outdoor service on Sunday, August 23rd at 

9:30 AM. Hula hoops will provide a social distance spot 

for the children. 

 

 

A Children’s Bulletin can be found each week in our Online Worship Guide as well as our 

Facebook page, that can be printed at home in place of our worship bags during this time. 

Virtual Show & Tell and Bible Story Time meets every Friday at 10:30 AM via Zoom and is 

open to all children.  Contact smercuri@mtzionumc.net to be added to the  email distribution 

list.    

Thank you!  Stacey     

 



 

 

MUSIC NEWS FROM SHELLEY 

 
 
  
While I wanted nothing more than to meet with the youth and do all the fun summer activities I had 
planned, I am so grateful for the small groups that have been gathering outside. It is so good to see each 
other and fellowship in person! As students prepare for school to gear up, we are taking a break from in 

person events for the month of August. Youth events will start back in Septem-
ber. I would love to come have a social distanced hangout with your youth in 
your own yard. Email me at             
bmorris@mtzionumc.net if you are in-
terested in setting up a time. Parents, 
make sure to check your emails and 
sign up for the Remind 101 to stay up to 
date on youth happenings for the fall.   
 

God Bless, 
Brittany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AT MT. ZION IN JULY 

F.U.E.L. YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

Happy Summer, Everyone! 
 Who would have thought when we first heard of the virus that we would still be dealing with quarantining in        
AUGUST?  I pray that you all stay safe and be smart to avoid getting infected.  Of course, those of us who are worship-
ping on the lawn on Sundays certainly respect the decisions of those who choose not to worship in person.  I just pray 
this will all be behind us soon, so that we can see each other's smiling faces again.  I truly wish I had some calendar 
events to report, but at this time I don't.  Hopefully, that will change in September's Newsletter. 
 
Love and prayers to all... 
Shelley         
 

July 5 125 

July 12 158 

July 19 140 

July 26  135 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP                 

ATTENDANCE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you noticed the beautiful       

flowers in the Sanctuary for online 

worship?   

These were prepared by Karen 

Bullock as she has shared the 

beautiful flowers from “Minerva’s 

Garden”. 

https://www.remind.com/join/cf37ha


 

 

MISSION UPDATES 

Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center 

Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center will be hosting its August Manna for Life food distribution on Saturday, Au-
gust 15, and they are asking for our help!  They would appreciate food donations which need to be dropped 
off at their location by Friday, August 14.  Please take food donations to the Neighborhood C.A.R.E. Center, 
19711 Smith Circle, Cornelius, and place in the bins on the front porch.  The food list has been amended to 
just those items that are in greater need this month. 

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make your check payable to Mt. Zion and write 
"Manna" in the memo line and we will do the shopping.  Thank you for your generosity and continuing to 
show the love of Christ towards our neighbors. 

Contact Sebra Maines sebramaines@yahoo.com  or Angela Marlowe  amarlowe@mtzionumc.net for more 
information. 

 

Food Items Needed 

Meats, canned & frozen (Please contact the Center if donating frozen.) 

Fruit, canned or fresh 

Spaghetti sauce, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Macaroni & Cheese, Cereal 

Juice,  Snacks - treats or candy 

Ada Jenkins Back to School Supply 

Ada Jenkins’ LEARN Works program is gearing up for a new school year to support our local children attending 

Davidson Elementary, Cornelius Elementary and Bailey Middle School.  Please consider helping these students 

start the year right with a backpack full of supplies.  Although school is starting with virtual learning, we still want 

kids to have the materials they need at home to be successful.  Ada Jenkins is seeking 45 backpacks for their ele-

mentary school students, as well as support for their 16 middle school students.  For COVID safety reasons, we 

are asking that backpacks and supplies from the list below be delivered to the church office entrance.  There will 

be a plastic tub labeled for the supply drive where donations can be placed (supplies packed in backpacks is help-

ful).  If you prefer to make a monetary donation for supplies, just put “Ada Jenkins School Supplies” in the memo 

line of your check made out to Mt. Zion UMC, and we’ll do the shopping for you!  A backpack plus all supplies is 

around $50.  Please bring/send in donations by August 9th to the church office.  For questions, contact Christa 

Johnson at cjbjandtasha@hotmail.com. 

Elementary Shopping List:     Additional items for older students (4th +): 

1 large backpack       Index Cards 
2 boxes sharpened #2 pencils    1½” or 3” 3-ring binder             

2 pink erasers (large) or pencil cap erasers              Highlighters                         
1 pack colored pencils     Tab dividers      
1 pack washable markers and/or crayons   Pens (red, blue, black) 

2 glue sticks       5-subject spiral note book            

1 pair scissors       Wireless mouse 
1 pencil box or zipper pencil case 
4 marble composition books (wide-rule, variety of colors) 
1 pack wide rule lined paper 
1 pack construction or drawing paper 
3 plastic folders (red/green/blue) 
1 ruler 
1 handheld pencil sharpener 
1 invisible tape 
Screen Cleaning wipes 
Ear buds or small headphones (wired and can connect through earphone jack or USB) 

mailto:sebramaines@yahoo.com
mailto:amarlowe@mtzion.net


 

 

MISSION UPDATES 

                                               SEWIN’ LOVE GROUP UPDATE 

 Our Sewin’ Love group partnered with Days for 

Girls to make feminine hygiene kits.   Days for Girls 

is a global movement that prepares and distributes 

sustainable menstrual health solutions to girls who 

would otherwise miss school monthly. Over 1 million 

girls have received these kits.  After two years of 

sewing, we got our kits shipped off! 

Around the world, girls and women resort to us-

ing other means (mattress stuffing, banana leaves, 

etc.). Days for Girls provides a safe, long-lasting 

alternative along with vital health education. 

YMCA SUMMER CAMP 

This summer Mt. Zion sent a donation to the YMCA Summer Camp 

program.  Here are a few excerpts from a note sent to the church: 

“We are grateful for Mt. Zion United Methodist Church's unwaver-

ing support and generous contribution to the 2020 Lake Norman 

YMCA Annual Campaign supporting summer camp.  At camp we 

can help kids feel like kids again and activate crucial opportunities 

for structured play, learning and social emotional develop-

ment.  Thank you for staying with us.” 

There are a few weeks left of camp.  If you are interested in helping cover the cost of camp, please 

make your donation check out to Mt. Zion UMC with Summer Camp 2020 in the memo line.  If you 

have questions, please feel free to reach out to Christa Johnson - cjbjandtasha@hotmail.com 

REOPENING TASK FORCE 

As we move into August, the guidelines from the Reopening Task Force 

remains the same.  The safety and well-being of all members and friends 

of Mt. Zion is our top priority.  We continue to take guidance and recom-

mendations from the Western North Carolina Conference, medical pro-

fessionals, and public health experts.  Here are a few highlights and re-

minders of our protocols for programming and building usage.  

• Worship will continue to be outdoor and online 

• Restrooms will be available during the outdoor worship for emergen-

cies with only one person or family at a time. 

• Children and Youth will meet in small groups with strict social dis-

tancing and other safety protocols. 

• Small groups have the option of meeting outside on the church 

lawn.  Please schedule through the church office. 

• Small groups (maximum of 10) are allowed to use the FLC.  Events 

must be scheduled through the church office and strict social dis-

tancing and other safety protocols must be followed.  

If you have any questions about the Reopening Task Force and the 

guidelines, please contact Pastor Angela. 

Reopening Task Force 

Church Office Hours Update 

During our continued Safer at Home 

Order the church office will be 

open from 9 am - 1 pm Monday -

 Thursday and from 9 am - noon on 

Fridays. If you need to come by the 

church office, we ask that you prac-

tice social distancing and face cover-

ings are strongly recommended. 

After church office hours, you can 

leave a message (704-892-8566) or 

send an email and someone will get 

back in touch with you as soon as 

possible. 

As always, a pastor remains on call 

after hours to be of assistance during 

emergency situations. Please call the 

Pastor On Call number at                      

704-819-9025.  

Church Office Hours Update 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Communications Coordinator: 

 Kelly Fellows 

 kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

  FINANCIAL UPDATES 

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to the 
family of Lou Harviel, who passed away on July 2nd, and to 
Pastor Lauren Hill and family  on the death of her grandmoth-
er, Muriel Hill, on July 22.  

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS  GIVEN: IN MEMORY OF Doris Sims gifts were given 
to the Budget, the Cemetery Fund, and Lucas Coker Eagle Scout Fund.  IN 
MEMORY OF Renny Osborne a gift  was given to the Budget. IN MEMORY 
OF Lou Harviel gifts were given to the Budget and the Cemetery Fund.  IN 
MEMORY OF Buddy Caldwell a gift was given to the Lucas Coker Eagle 
Scout Fund.  

June Financial Report                            
Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of                                      

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church! 
 

Our 2020 approved budget total is $1,153,042 

Total budget income in June – $ 56,438 

June’s expenses - $ 37,599 
 

Year-to-Date budget income - $451,810 

Year-to-Date expenses - $329,052 

Difference $122,758  
 

Total available cash for budget expenses: $243,140 
 

Total designated fund balance is $183,239 

This includes: 

Capital Fund – $10,959 

Helping Hands Fund – $24,746 

Sale of Parsonage - $24,868 
 

Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) if you                             
have questions. 

THANK YOU! 

Sherry and College Adoption Program, 

 Thank you so much for the lovely (and delicious!) graduation cake and 

sign!  I appreciate your love and support over the last two years.  

Thanks again for including me in your college students. 

Rachel Marlowe 

Dear Mt. Zion Church Family, Testify Family, Youth Family, and                       

HIS Ministry Family,  

 Thank you all so much for the outpouring of gifts and support that you 

have given me this year and all the years growing up at Mt. Zion.  I love every 

moment that I have spent here. Thank you for always including me and mak-

ing me feel special while teaching me to love and follow Christ by your          

examples. 

 I will miss you all while I am at college at Belmont University in          

Nashville but I know I will always be able to come home and be a 

part of Mt. Zion’s church family. Keep shining your bright light! 

Thank you,    Nikki Fellows 

Financial Update 

I realized this week that it has been 20 Sundays 

since we were all able to worship together in the 

Sanctuary and the FLC. We enjoy having our out-

door worship but we still long for all of us to be to-

gether.  In the midst of this craziness, I pause to 

give thanks for the faithfulness of the Mt. Zion 

community for their financial gifts and stewardship. 

The bottom line is that although giving is down 

compared to previous years, we have enough to 

meet our basic financial obligations.  We want to 

finish the summer months strong as we begin to 

plan for our fall programing.   

Thank you for giving in whatever ways you 

can.  We as a church are finding new ways to 

make, mature, and mobilize disciples for Jesus 

Christ.      Pastor Angela 



 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

E-mail: info@mtzionumc.net 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mount  Zion.                                 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net  Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Ustream- https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel- http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt  

Mt. Zion  Stay in touch videos - http://www.mtzionumc.net/stay-in-touch-videos 

Mt. Zion Online worship guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth      Instagram @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -   https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                               

             http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries  

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

Please send any articles you would like 

to have included in the September  

newsletter to the church by August 25.             

They may be emailed to kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Thank you!! 

  KNITTING UNDER THE MAGNOLIA TREE                                                                                             

Knitting Under the Magnolia - We will be knitting/crocheting on 

Wednesdays, August 5 and August 19 on the Front Lawn 

from 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM.  

In order to meet safely, we will need to maintain a social dis-

tancing of 6 feet from one another. It is recommended that we 

wear a mask while moving about but it may be removed once 

we are settled in our chairs. 

Please bring your own chair and a beverage to stay hydrated, a 

restroom will be available in case of an emergency, and you can 

park on the edge of the lawn near the trees! 

We are not able to bless any finished items at this time and we 

ask that you keep them at home until we can. Also, there is no 

building access for yarn supply or anything from the Parlor. We 

want you to be safe and feel comfortable during this time to-

gether. Looking forward to seeing everyone!     Sebra Maines 

Weekly Calendar of Events 

Tuesday                                                                                           

7 PM – Mt. Zion Tuesday prayer meeting on Zoom 
 

Wednesday                                                                                

5:30 PM – Children’s Musical (First – Fifth Grade) 

meet in the church parking lot 
 

Friday                                                                                                    

10:30 AM - “Virtual Share and Story Time with Ms. 

Stacey” (for Preschool children and older) for thirty 

minutes on Zoom.  


