
 

 
 

FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" arr. Smith/Hustad     Shelley Little/Woody Washam 

 

OPENING PRAYER                                                Rev. Jonathan Marlowe        

O God, maker of everything and judge of all that you have made, from the dust of the earth 

you have formed us and from the dust of death you would raise us up. By the redemptive 

power of the cross, create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit, that we may 

repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN                        “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”                                UMH 269 

                                   

SCRIPTURE LESSON                  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  

 

PRAYER 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                       Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

MEDITATION                                                    Rev. Angela Marlowe 

 

CONFESSION AND PARDON     

 Psalm 51                             

 Silent Confession 

 Words of Assurance 

 

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: the early Christians observed with great devotion the day of 

our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church that before the 

Easter celebration there should be a forty-day season of spiritual preparation. During this season 

converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.  



It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins and had separated themselves 

from the community of faith were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to 

participation in the life of the Church. 

In this way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in 

the gospel of Jesus Christ and the need we all have to renew our faith. 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent: by self-examination 

and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditation on God's Holy 

Word.  

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may be to 

us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only by your gracious 

gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES 

(a sign of the cross is made on the forehead saying) 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
or 

Repent and believe in the gospel. 

Change My Heart, O God      TFWS 2152 

 

HYMN                    “I Surrender All”           UMH 354 

 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 


