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“Making, Maturing, Mobilizing 

Disciples for Christ” 

QUANTUM PHYSICS AND EASTER 

Jonathan’s Journals 

A few weeks ago, the world-wide church lost a great treasure.  British 

scientist and theologian John Polkinghorne died at the age of 90. He 

was an internationally recognized authority on quantum physics, chair 

of mathematical physics at Cambridge, and one of the ones to discover 

quarks. After spending 25 years of his life studying and teaching quan-

tum physics, he sensed another call on his life. He went to seminary 

and studied to become a priest in the Church of England. For the past 

30 years, he has been one of the church’s greatest teachers when it 

comes to the relationship of science and religion. He wrote dozens of 

books on his “binocular vision,” saying that we need to view the world 

both from the perspective of our Christian faith and from the perspec-

tive of all that science can teach us. When we view the world through 

both of these lenses, we can see the world more clearly than if we just 

looked through one lens or the other. 

I remember many years ago, there was a 5th grade boy in a church that 

I served that loved science, church, and school. I was so proud of him. 

But one day he came to me almost on the verge of tears. I asked him 

what was wrong. He told me some kids at school had told him that he 

had to choose if he wanted to believe in God or in science, but he could 

not believe in both. I listened to him for a while, and then I told him not 

to be discouraged by those classmates at school. I told him he could 

absolutely believe in science and God. I told him about John Polking-

horne. I gave him my copy of one of Polkinghorne’s books, Questions 

of Truth. I told him he could read it then and learn some things from it. 

He could read it again later in high school and understand more. Final-

ly, I told him he could read it again in college and understand even 

more. He was satisfied with this. The last I heard, he was in college, 

still loving science, and still a believer in Jesus Christ. 

During this season of Easter, you may hear some folks falsely claiming 

that science has disproven the resurrection. When Polkinghorne en-
countered such claims, he would encourage people to approach those 
questions with a bit more humility. Physicists used to believe that light 

was either a particle or a wave, but they assumed it could not be both. 
But now, physicists are discovering things about the nature of particles 
and waves that they previously thought impossible. For example, they 

now agree that light is both a particle and a wave, something that was 
previously thought as impossible as a dead man coming back to life. In 

the past 100 years, physicists have been surprised to learn something 
new, something they once thought inconceivable. God is full of surpris-
es, for all of us: scientists, theologians, and the rest of us plain simple 

folks. I expect there is much more God has to teach us about our scien-
tific world and about our faith. The good news is that because of East-
er, we have no reason to fear either one. May the surprises continue. 

And through our words, actions, and attitudes, may we embody God’s 
surprisingly good news for the world that Jesus lives. Peace, Jonathan  

Spring Worship at Mt. Zion – After Easter – Beginning April 11 

Three ways to worship at Mt. Zion and we hope you will join us! 

9 AM – In person in the Sanctuary 

• NO pre-registration needed  

• Masks and social distancing are required.  

• No congregational singing  

• Limit of 100 persons allowed in the Sanctuary  

Online Worship 

• Online worship will be available beginning at 9 AM through the 
church website, Facebook Live and YouTube. 

• Join us live at 9 AM or watch later in the day or week.  

• Don’t forget to register your attendance online each week. 

11 AM – Worship on the Front Lawn 

• Don’t forget to bring a chair, blanket, umbrella, etc. 

• Enter and exit the parking lot using our regular pattern (enter near 
cemetery and exit by the youth house) 

• Practice social distancing 

• Please wear a mask until seated 

Sunday, March 28 – Palm and Passion Sunday 9 & 11 AM  - Worship 
Service in the Sanctuary. Pre-registration is required using the link on 
the church website. The 11 AM service will also be available on the 
church website, Facebook and YouTube.  

Thursday, April 1 – Maundy Thursday Service at 7 PM in the Sanctu-
ary*. This service will also be available on the church website, Face-
book and YouTube. 

Friday, April 2 – Good Friday Service at 7 PM in the Sanctuary*. This 
service will also be available on the church website, Facebook and 
YouTube. 

Sunday, April 4 – Easter Sunday+ 

7 AM – Sunrise Service - Bring your own chair. 

 8 AM – Worship Service in the Sanctuary*. 

9:30 AM - Worship Service in the Sanctuary*. This service will 

also be available on the church website, Facebook and 

YouTube. 

11 AM - Worship Service on the Front Lawn. Bring your 
 own chair. No pre-registration required. 

*Pre-registration is required for all Indoor Holy Week and Easter Ser-
vices, beginning March 31 at noon.  

+Communion will be celebrated at the 8, 9:30 and 11 AM on April 4.  

Worship with us! 



 

 

 SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We meet immediately following Children’s Time during the nine o’clock 

indoor service every Sunday for children in Fifth Grade and younger. 

Please register through the weekly Worship registration and join us! 

Pick up is directly following the end of the service in Room 110 of the 

Education Building. Details on our Outdoor Sunday School opportunity 

are coming in April through the Mid-Week. So please stay tuned! If you 

are interested in helping with these programs, please contact Stacey 

Mercuri. Weekly lessons are posted on our Facebook page and church 

website. Virtual Sunday School is offered on Friday mornings via 

Zoom. Email: smercuri@mtzionumc.net for the link.  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Sonshine Preschool is learning about Easter, Spring and our fruit of the spirit Gentleness for the month of April! Our 
children are loving the warmer weather and sunny days. 
 
Thank you to all who participated in our City BBQ Fundraiser in February and our Virtual Scholastic Book Fair in 
March. For City BBQ we raised $1,239.35 in sales, which resulted in $247.87 for the Preschool! For our Book Fair 
we had $430.00 in sales, which resulted in $119.47 for the Preschool! 
 
Sonshine will be closed for Easter Break from April 5th through April 8th! 
 
Sonshine is growing and has added another 2’s class for the 2021-2022 school year! We are looking to hire an expe-
rienced 2’s Lead Teacher and a 2’s Assistant Teacher. Please spread the word and have interested candidates con-
tact Ms. Kim at the preschool office 704-892-0654 or by email sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net. 
 

     

KIDS CLUB IS RETURNING ON WEDNESDAY 

NIGHTS THIS MONTH 

Calling all Preschoolers and Elementary students! Be-

ginning April 14th, Kids Club will meet on Wednesday 

nights from 6:30-7:30 PM for six weeks through May 

19th. We will meet in the gym of the Family Life Center, 

for a Bible lesson, Music (all attendees will be practic-

ing for a song that will be sung during the outdoor ser-

vice at eleven o’clock on Pentecost, May 23rd) and 

then move to the playground for pick-up at the end, 

weather permitting. In the event of inclement weather, 

dismissal will happen at the same place as drop off, at 

the lower gym door. If you have any questions about 

this opportunity and to register please email Stacey. 

(Please send children with their own chair.) 

 

...to all those 

who helped 

with the 

Easter Egg 

Hunt and  

donated  

candy and 

eggs! 

mailto:sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net


 

 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS 



 

 

Greetings to all, and Happy Spring!   

I must say that this year has been a trying one for me so far. As many of you know, my dad passed away in Flori-
da on February 20th, with all of the family around his bedside. I am absolutely overwhelmed by the outpouring of 
love and support following his death. I received so many texts, emails, phone calls, and more cards than I can 
count! Thank you all! 

By the time this newsletter reaches you, David and I will have returned to Florida to be with my mom in Palatka, 
FL. She was admitted to the hospital (again) on March 22nd with bi-lateral pulmonary embolism (blockages in the 
main arteries of both lungs), in addition to stage four lung can-
cer. Following her hospital stay, Hospice is the plan. 

Therefore, I am sure you will all understand that I will miss you 
all while I am in Florida, and I will be back as soon as possible 

to carry on my duties in the music department at Mount Zion! 
Meanwhile, Melanie can certainly handle things in my absence. 

On a much lighter note, I wanted to share a pic that was in my 
dad's office in a frame and at my mom's hanging on the 
wall...Who would have thought that little 2 1/2-year-old would 
grow up to be your Music Director fifty years later!?!   

May God be with our church family as we continue to gather 
together for worship and overcome the past year of isolation.   

I hope to be back with you all very soon! 

A NOTE FROM SHELLEY 

BIBLE STUDY UPDATE 

 

Our Lenten Bible Study of “We Are Beloved: A Lenten Journey with Protestant 

Prayer Beads” continues through the month of April. This study is all about know-

ing deep within our bones that we are God’s beloved; we always have been, and 

we always will be. Author Kristen E. Vincent will take us on a journey throughout 

the Lenten season with a series of 7 lessons. Each one includes a Gospel lesson, 

a series of reflection questions that will help us ponder the message of the scrip-

ture passage, and prayer beads. Prayer beads are simply something to hold on 

to, to touch, to help quiet our minds and increase our sense of God’s presence. 

So along with each lesson there is a step-by-step devotion using prayer beads, 

though if you choose not to use them, this study will still work for you! We will plan 

to meet on Zoom, live stream to Facebook, and our YouTube channel on 

Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM, and in-person meeting on Wednesday at 11 AM in 

the Youth Room of the Family Life Center. This past year has led so many of us to 

feel so weary and worn down. We pray that you will consider joining us on this 

beautiful journey as we are all reminded that all of us are God’s Beloved! If you 

would like to sign up to join, contact Pastor Lauren at: lhill@mtzionumc.net. 

At the Administrative Board meeting on March 1, several members of the board brought up their concerns about the monu-

ment that is located in front of the church (although the monument is not on church property). The Trustees were asked to 

form a discussion task force in which people from differing points of view could have a safe space to talk about them with 

the purpose of trying to understand one another better. If you would like to be a part of this discussion task force, please 

email: trustees@mtzionumc.net. 

TASK FORCE OPPORTUNITY 

mailto:trustees@mtzionumc.net


 

 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

Easter Bags 

On a recent Saturday morning, 11 pairs of hands made quick work of packing 135 Easter bags to be given to children ranging 
in age from 0 to 17 who live in Cornelius, Huntersville and Davidson. These children are supported by various programs 

through either the Ada Jenkins or Neighborhood CARE Centers and in turn supported by Mt. Zion. 

Thank you to Linda Bauer, Michele Nelson, Linda Martin, Ann Dutton, Debbie Tillis, Angelica Casaletto, Heather Houston, 
Hadley Houston, and Angela Marlowe. In the midst of laughter and fun, these ladies took their job seriously and finished in an 

hour! Thank you also goes to Pat Mulligan and "the boys" who inflated our playground balls - all 48 of them! 

The bags (filled with toys, puzzles, balls, Frisbees, and a variety of other fun items including a chocolate bunny!)  will be deliv-
ered just in time for Easter and are sure to bring a smile to many faces! 

Thank you to all who supported this mission with your generous donations! ~Wendi Mulligan and Sebra Maines 

A HUGE THANK YOU goes to Wendi Mulligan for taking the lead again this year on the Easter bag mission which was ex-
panded to include more children AND a redesigned format!!  Wendi was invaluable in coming up with not only toy ideas but 

with on-line shopping and overall organization.  Thank you Wendi! ~Sebra Maines, Missions Chair 

 

Thank you Mt. Zion for continuing to support our Local Missions! Your generosity allows your church to offer assistance to oth-

ers in a time of crisis. This was the case this past January when a young mother was tragically killed leaving behind her five 

children under the age of 11, who are now in the care of their grandmother. The Neighborhood CARE Center has rallied 

around this family by organizing a nightly dinner schedule where other churches and organizations (who also support the 

CARE Center) arrange for a meal through local restaurants. Mt. Zion filled another of their needs by giving each child several 

outfits of spring clothing, a toy and a stuffed animal, all of which were greatly appreciated! Please keep this family in your pray-

ers as they navigate through their unimaginable grief. Thank you again for opening your hearts and showing compassion and 

kindness to our community. You can continue your support with a gift for any amount, anytime by writing "Local Missions" in 

the memo line of your check. Thank you!  



 

 

MISSIONS UPDATE CONTINUED 

As we begin to meet more often and use more of our facilities, the following guidelines are to be followed for all gatherings at Mt. Zion. 

PROTOCOLS FOR PROGRAMMING AND BUILDING USAGE 

WORSHIP (includes funerals and weddings) 

• Masks and social distancing are required for all indoor services 

• Maximum of 100 persons in the Sanctuary 

• Worship services (funerals & weddings if needed) will also be available online 

• No congregational singing 

• Offering baskets are available at the entrance and at each exit (if applicable) 

• Restrooms available (one person or family in at a time) 

• There is no limit for attendance at outdoor worship services 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/CHURCH MEETINGS/SMALL GROUPS/ BIBLE STUDY/OTHER MINISTRY 

• Masks and social distancing are required at all times for indoor gatherings 

• All rooms may be used but must be scheduled through the church office to verify that the number of attendees can social distance in 
the room needed 

• Classes/groups may use the FLC for up to 75 persons for an event seated in chairs or up to 50 persons for other activities. 

• Attendance must be taken and reported to the church office 

• Some groups or classes will continue to meet virtually or offer both in-person and virtual options 

  

CHURCH OFFICE  

• Office hours 9 AM – 2 PM (Friday 9 AM – 12 PM) 

• Staff is working both in office with social distancing practices and from home 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! Mt. Zion continued to support our neighbors that are experiencing housing challenges. Ap-
proximately 5 SUV loads of supplies were delivered to Urban Ministries. The donations ranged from toiletries, blankets, pil-

lows, socks, scarves, hats, and more than 1,000 masks! Mt. Zion also made monetary donations which were so appreciated 
in this unusual year. We look forward to returning to hosting folks and loving on them with good food and a warm bed later 

this year as we support Room in the Inn. Please continue to lift Roof Above in prayer as they continue their day to day minis-
try. ~Susie Crump 

UPDATE FROM THE REOPENING TASK FORCE 

After Easter, any Sunday School Class, small group or committee that would like to resume meeting in person 

inside the church should contact the church office to discuss what space is available and needed to keep social 

distancing. If your group wants to use the front lawn or any other outside area, please contact the church office 

to avoid any conflicts and to keep the church calendar up to date.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

ROOM USAGE REMINDERS 
As we continue to offer safe places indoors for small groups to gather and open our Sanctuary for worship, the following 
guidelines are in place. It is more important than ever that if you are onsite at Mt. Zion that you practice social distancing 
and wear a mask.  

• Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance to all buildings 

• Any trash is to be collected before leaving and placed in the dumpster behind the FLC 

• Doorknobs and light switches are to be wiped with sanitizing solution upon leaving the building 

• Accurate attendance must be kept for all in person events 



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION: 
is extended to the family of Margie Waters 
who passed away on February 21, Glenda 
Shanks and family on the death of her mother 
Barbara “Bobbie” Hager on February 27, Dora 
Dalmas and family on the death of her mother, 
Carolyn Alliss on March 1, Barbara Broadway 
and family on the death of her mother, Tommie 
Wilmoth on March 2, and the family of Don 
Brown who passed away on March 19. 

A SPECIAL GIFT WAS GIVEN: IN HONOR OF Angela and Jonathan Marlowe to the 
Budget, IN MEMORY OF George “Heck” and Mary McAlister to the Budget, IN 
MEMORY OF Tommie Wilmoth to the Budget, IN MEMORY OF Ruth Westmoreland to 
the Budget, IN MEMORY OF Sam Westmoreland to the Budget, IN MEMORY OF Car-
olyn Alliss to the Budget, IN MEMORY OF George “Heck” and Mary McAlister to the 
Cemetery Fund, IN MEMORY OF Sam Westmoreland to the Cemetery Fund. 

  FINANCIAL UPDATE 
February Financial Report 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of Mt. 
Zion United Methodist Church. 

Our 2021 approved budget total is $1,018,706 

Total budget income in February – $ 79,887 

February’s expenses - $ 101,583 

*Year-to-Date budget income - $ 126,600 

Year-to-Date expenses - $ 153,222 

Difference ($ 26,622) 

Total available cash for budget expenses: 

$ 143,909 

Total designated fund balance is $291,766 

This includes: 

Capital Fund – $13,908 

Helping Hands Fund – $33,474 

 Please contact Patti Loner (ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions. 

The Western North Carolina Conference is providing individuals, 

groups, and churches the opportunity to learn more about the im-

portant work of antiracism and strategies for putting it into practice in 

our local churches and communities. The title of these virtual work-

shops is, "Racial Healing and the Gospel of Reconciliation." 

Racism in all its forms is antithetical to the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. White supremacy is built on the lie that God did not create all 

humanity in his image. The saving work of Jesus Christ creates a be-

loved new community in which all are welcomed and treated with the 

dignity of children of God. These workshops will provide training in 

how to implement this gospel work in our churches and in our world.  

This Workshop is offered over Zoom on April 24 please see the link 

below for more information. 

https://www.wnccumc.org/resourcedetail/racial

-healing-and-the-gospel-of-reconciliation-a-

workshop-on-the-ministry-of-reconciliation-

14237605    

 

NEW         
MEMBERS:  

We welcome 
Mike & Ann 
Miltich who 

joined on March 
7th during the 
nine o’clock  

service. 

 

Dear Mt. Zion Family and Friends, 

Thank you so much for all of your 
love throughout my struggle with 
COVID-19 over the last several 

weeks. All of the cards, calls, gifts, 
and your prayers were felt and 

very appreciated. I am so blessed 
to serve among you and to be in a 
place with so much love and sup-
port. I am so grateful! Thank you 

from the bottom of my heart.  

 With love, Pastor Lauren 

 RACIAL HEALING WORKSHOP 

Truck and Enclosed Trailer Needed                                                  
If you have a truck or trailer that we can borrow 
for our summer mission trip, Appalachia Service 

Project from June 20th-26th, please contact 
Brittany at bmorris@mtzionumc.net.  

mailto:bmorris@mtzionumc.net


 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

“MAKING, MATURING, MOBILIZING DISCIPLES FOR CHRIST” 
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FAST LINKS - Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mt. Zion UMC. 

Please use these to keep informed and stay in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website - www.mtzionumc.net                                                                                                                               

Mt. Zion Facebook - www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Podcast - https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc 

Mt. Zion Instagram - @mt_zion_umc 

Mt. Zion Ustream - https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion YouTube Channel - http://tinyurl.com/mtzumcyt Mt. Zion Online worship 

guide - http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

Mt. Zion Youth information - www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth | IG: @MTZFUEL 

Mt. Zion Children -  https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/                                                                                           

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries  

Sonshine Preschool -  www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

 

PRAYER SHAWL 

  

The ladies of the PRAYER SHAWL MINIS-
TRY invite you to join them on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m. to knit/crochet prayer 

shawls and baby blankets. There is a place 
for you, no matter what your skill level is.  

If you are interested in learning how to knit, 

they can help with that, as well. (Yarn is 

provided.) They meet in the church Parlor 

(located on the upper level of the Family 

Life Center) and hope to see you 

soon!  Please remember to wear a mask 

and social distance. 

CORNELIUS WOODS OPPORTUNITY 

 

11 Villas and the 4 story Condo buildings 

will have covered parking and elevators. 

Call for details on current incentives. One 

year membership to the Davidson YMCA. 

https://livecorneliuswoods.com 

Prices 

range 

from 

$218,000 

to 

$475,000.

Sizes 

range 

from 870-

2100 

square 

feet. 

 

Mt. Zion Craft Nights 
So excited that things are looking up 

and we can begin gathering again to 

craft!  Whether it is scrapbooking or 

making cards, knitting or sewing, 

painting or carving wood, come join 

us in Christian fellowship and spend 

special time together. We will meet 

the 2nd & 4th Fridays, APRIL 9 and 

APRIL 23, from 3 - 9:30 PM in the 

Hut  (across from the FLC). 

For any questions, contact: Dora 

Dalmas at 704-737-4859 or email: 

dalmas2@mi-connection.com or 

Susie Crump at 704-575-5531 or  

email: susancrump@bellsouth.net. 

We are excited to host this special 

time together and we look forward to 

seeing you there!  

Sponsored by Women of Zion 

MAY NEWSLETTER 

Please send any articles and pictures you have 

by April 26th for the May newsletter to:       

newsletter@mtzionumc.net  


