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Christianity During the COVID-19 Crisis 
 

Jonathan’s Journals 
 

Friends, be assured that you are all in our prayers as we go through these very difficult days together.  May we draw 

strength as we remember the words of our Lord, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  (John 14:27). 
 

This is the worst health crisis we have known in our lifetimes, but it is not something completely new in the history of 

the church.  Christians have lived through these kinds of times in the past, and we will survive this time as well.  Our 

Lord is faithful, and He will bring us through.   “Not by might, nor by power, but through my Spirit, says the Lord of 

hosts.”  (Zechariah 4:6).   
 

It is indeed interesting that all of this is happening during the season of Lent.  These times are forcing us to slow 

down, to rest, to reflect, to strip away things that are not essential.   These are the kinds of things that Christians tradi-

tionally do during Lent.  Of course, we would never have chosen this, but there are certain things we can learn during 

this strange season.  Maybe we can pray more, read more Scripture, call our friends more, and prepare to celebrate 

the Resurrection (whenever we are able to meet again physically, it will be a celebration of Easter!) 
 

I am praying especially during these days for our doctors, nurses, and other medical professionals.    They are my he-
roes.  Please also pray for our seniors who are most vulnerable.  Call them and tell them you love them.   Also, try to 
share something humorous with them and others.   I am not saying that we shouldn’t take the Coronavirus seriously.  
But if we can find a way to laugh at least once a day, it will be good for us.   This is not the end of the world.  There 
will be brighter days ahead.   
 

Here is a prayer I have found helpful to pray in the evenings before bedtime:  
 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity 
the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.                         The Book of Common Prayer, p. 134. 
 

Please call or email us if you need help in any way.  We have a team of volunteers who are able to pick up groceries 
or prescriptions for you.  I look forward to seeing you soon in person, and what a glorious day that will be! 
 

Peace,   Jonathan 

 

 

                         Church Office & Activities Update          
 Our church office will be closed for in person visits during 
the Stay at Home order for Mecklenburg County. You can reach an 
individual by phone at the church office (704-892-8566) from 9 AM - 
12 noon Monday - Friday. After these hours you can leave a mes-
sage or send an email and someone will get back in touch with you 
as soon as possible.                       
  As always a pastor remains on call after hours to be of 
assistance during emergency situations. Please call the Pastor On 
Call number at 704-819-9025. 

      Even during these trying times, our financial obligations con-
tinue. Please consider giving an offering online at the church web-
site, using your personal online banking service, or  mailing a check 
to the church office.  Our mailbox is secure and checked daily.  

 All in person church activities are cancelled until further           
notice.  We will communicate when it is appropriate to resume these 
in person church programs.  We encourage all of our small groups 
(Sunday school classes, UMW circles and others) to stay in touch 
as much as possible. 

All worship services will be held online until                  

further notice  

We do not know when we will be able 
to worship together again, but we can worship in 
spirit every Sunday morning as our worship ser-
vice (led by staff) will be live through the church 
website and Facebook. Plan to join us.  Each 
week we will send out an online worship guide 
on Saturdays so that you and your family can 
follow along and even join in with our music. 

Holy Week Worship  

 Sunday April 5 - Palm Sunday 
 Monday - Wednesday - A brief devotion will 

be available each day at noon 
 Maundy Thursday service will be available            

at 5 PM. 
 Good Friday Service will be available at 5 PM. 
 Sunday April 12 - Easter Sunday 

https://podpoint.com/mt-zion-umc-cornelius-nc


 

 

 

                                        

Butterfly Transformation – The caterpillars that we 

have been posting about have been a wonderful re-

minder of God’s power.  After the caterpillars spun 

their cocoons, we got to transfer them into their pavil-

ions. There was not enough room inside the original 

containers for the butterflies to emerge. Though it is 

God alone who transforms them and our hearts into 

something new, many times, we must be willing to 

change our external situations.  Right now, our loca-

tions are very limited but just like the butterflies it will 

soon be time for us to open the flight cage and be released.  They will leave their confined habi-

tats beautiful and soaring. My prayer is you will allow God to do the same in you over this unprecedented time.  We 

look forward to letting them loose, being freed from our houses, and seeing each other in person soon! 

Caring Connections – Based on recent events, this is a new opportunity to connect the 

children of Mt. Zion with our Seniors. Our Elderly are cut off from visitors during the pan-

demic.  A drawing, encouraging letter, hand-written scripture or phone call will bring joy 

to our Homebound Members and let them know they are loved.  If you would like to adopt 

a Shut-in during this time, please email smercuri@mtzionumc.net to be matched.                 

1 Corinthians 12:27 “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”  

Kids Club @ the Mount / Music with Ms. Shelley 

The First through Fifth Grade Students are going to 

start meeting virtually through Zoom to continue to 

go over their parts and practice for the Musical.  We 

will be setting a new date for the “Plane Ol’ Mission 

Trip” once we know when we are able to worship 

together again in person.  We miss our preschool 

and Kindergarten friends as well!  We will continue 

to post videos through our Facebook page, so 

please like our “Mt. Zion Children's Ministry” page 

to stay connected.  We would love to see things 

that you have been doing over the past couple of weeks. Please send photos to smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Children’s Lessons – Our normal curriculum “Deep Blue” by Cokesbury is now updated and available on 

our church website under Children’s Ministry each week.  In addition to our regular lessons, Group Publish-

ing is offering some free messages available through the following link: https://www.group.com/category/

ministry-resources/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/empowering-courageous-kids.do 
 

Vacation Bible School is still scheduled for June 15th – 18th from 6-8 PM.  If we need to move the week based 
on current events, we will and keep you posted.  “Rocky Railway” Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through!  We 
praise God for being with us on the current bumpy journey we are all on. Registration for VBS is:                    
vbspro.events/p/mtzvbs2020.   

Music and Art Camp is still scheduled for June 22
nd

 – 25
th

 from 9 AM – 12 PM. Again, if things are pushed out 
because of the Pandemic, we will reschedule. Registration can be done at: vbspro.events/p/mtz-ma-camp20 . 

 

MOMS Meet and Mingle Event: 

This event was a huge success 

in bringing over 60 moms togeth-

er to meet and introduce them to 

new moms in our community and 

Mt. Zion UMC.  A huge thank you to all that helped, Emily Hall, Suzie         

Inman, Molly Merrell, Stephanie Sossamon, Theresa Schwab, Kim Webb, 

and Melanie Wilmoth.  Molly Merrell was instrumental in making this spe-

cial event happen and be a megahit!  
 

 CHILDREN’S CORNER with Ms. Stacey 

mailto:smercuri@mtzionumc.net


 

 

 
 
 

While I am greatly saddened that we cannot meet for youth group in person, do not worry, we are still digging into 
the Bible, playing games and socializing with each other! We are currently meeting on Zoom. Meeting times will 
vary by demand. Follow us on social media to stay up to date. Know that I am praying for all youth and their fami-
lies daily. I would love to hear from all youth families! Email me at bmorris@mtzionumc.net and let me know how 
your family is doing and how I can pray for you!  Brittany 

HIS MINISTRY NEWS 

Appalachia Service Project is a Christian Min-
istry in the rural communities of the Appala-
chian Mountains. The summer ASP program 
focuses on making homes warmer, safer and 
drier. ASP is first and foremost a relational 
ministry with an emphasis on building.  Mt. 
Zion has the privilege of serving a community 
in Tennessee from June 21st to June 27th of 
2020. We need both high schoolers and 
adults to serve on this mission trip. (You must 
be thirteen or older and have completed the 
8th grade to attend.) If this interests you, 
please pray about it. If you feel led to serve 
on this mission trip, please go to                                            
https://
registrations.planningcenteronline.com/
events/318830/details for                             
registration and more                                 
information.  

      F.U.E.L. Mission 

F.U.E.L. YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

HIS MINISTRY - It has been a wonderful year for His  Ministry! We are so grateful for all of the time we have had 

together for fellowship, learning, and fun! We pray that all of you are staying safe during this challenging time and 

checking on one another! Though it is unlikely we will be able to hold our last Just As I Am meeting for the year in 

April, we look forward to continuing this wonderful ministry in September! 

For the month of April, we are giving thanks for the gift of spring! And we are remembering the most wonderful 

thing we get to celebrate during the season of spring, the resurrection of Jesus! We celebrate the gift of God that 

we have in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Take some time this month to breathe in some fresh air 

outside and remember the new life that all of us have through Christ! 

 

 

mailto:bmorris@mtzionumc.net
https://registrations.planningcenteronline.com/events/318830/details
https://registrations.planningcenteronline.com/events/318830/details
https://registrations.planningcenteronline.com/events/318830/details


 

 

MUSIC NEWS FROM SHELLEY 

MISSION 

 Greetings to all of you!  I pray that everyone is feeling well and staying home, unless it is absolutely nec-

essary for you to get out.  I realize that most of us are often watching and listening to the news updates con-

cerning COVID-19.  However, I seriously encourage you to listen to soft "spa-like" or classical music as you 

home-school, clean the house, organize closets and drawers, prepare meals, have indoor picnics, read, do puz-

zles, paint, play games, etc.  Also, watch some comedy to produce lots of laughs.  It has been proven that 

laughter relaxes the body, burns calories and even boosts the immune system, which is very important to ALL 

of us these days! 

 During these uncertain times and as Christians and people of Faith, we need to be reminded that there 

IS a God, and we love Him with all of our hearts.  The love of God gives us hope, and we are called to love our 

neighbors as ourselves and share with them good deeds and the Good News of Jesus Christ!  Take this time to 

call folks whom you have failed to connect with on a regular basis.  Notice I said, "Call".  Phone calls are a lot 

more personal than emails/texts, and since you have time on your hands, why not actually have real conversa-

tions with people?   

 God is working among us, and the Lord always sees things through, so be hopeful and not full of worry 

and despair.  I know that is easier said than done, but we can not let fear and worry consume us and take away 

our joy.  It is human nature to get caught up in the news, partly because most of what we hear in the news is 

negative.  Why are we so entertained by hearing about circumstances that are cynical?  We need to be in-

formed about what is happening in daily life, but please limit listening to or watching the news, as being con-

sumed by so much of it can be quite depressing. 

 My dear hubby shared something with me that he saw on Facebook.  Many of you may have already 

seen this, but I just feel compelled to share: “In three short months, just like He did with the plagues of Egypt, 

God has taken away everything we worship.  God said, "You want to worship athletes, I will shut down the sta-

diums.  You want to worship musicians, I will shut down Civic Centers.  You want to worship actors, I will shut 

down theaters.  You want to worship money, I will shut down the economy and collapse the stock market.  You 

don't want to go to church and worship Me, I will make it where you can't go to church.  If My people who are 

called by My name will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land." Maybe we don't need a vaccine, 

and maybe we need to take this time of isolation from the distractions of the world and have a personal re-

vival where we focus on the ONLY thing in the world that really matters..JESUS.  It's time for the Nation to 

turn their heart's back to Jesus and Pray.  READ YOUR  BIBLE." 

 When David shared that with me, I immediately thought about how we often allow ourselves to get 

off track in our faith, by focusing on the things of this world instead of putting God first.  We are all human 

and imperfect, and living a life that puts God in front of everything ALL of the time is not easy for most of 

us.  This time of solitude for everyone gives us the opportunity to reflect on what is truly important for us all.  I 

pray that, as Christians, we all agree to put God first, so that everything else will happen as it should.  During 

times like these, if we can take a breath and focus on the Good News of Jesus, we can take great comfort in 

knowing that He is in control, and He will take care of us. 

 I am so blessed to be a part of the Mount Zion staff, and I encourage you all to check out the church 

website every couple of days for any updates and staff videos that are occasionally posted.  We all hope to get 

back in church soon to worship as a church family, as we all miss being together.  Let us all continue to pray for 

our world, our country, our state, our community, our church and our families.  Please remember to count your 

blessings daily, and keep in touch with each other. 

Much love and prayer, 

Shelley 

The sewing group of Mt. Zion UMC is making masks to give to Urban Ministries, the Women's Shelter, 

and Autumn Care.  The first 150 masks have been sent to Urban Ministries.  More masks are going to 

the Women's Shelter, and next will be Autumn Care.  If you would like more information about how to 

help with this, please email Dora Dalmas at dalmascat@gmail.com  

mailto:dalmascat@gmail.com


 

 

      CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The preschool was filled with laughter, music, cool science experiments and wacky dress-up 
days in March.  The 4 year-old classes even had the honor of performing at the Senior Lunch-
eon and it was a hit!  But it is with a heavy heart that we announce Sonshine Preschool is 
closed for the remainder of this school year.  We do look forward to a beautiful new 2020-
2021 preschool year with God’s grace and guidance.  Thank you for all your support! 
 

We are still growing and enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year!  There are a few spots left in 
our 2’s and 3’s program.  If you know of a family looking for a preschool, please send them 
our way!  Contact Kim Webb or Cathy Wiese in the preschool office at 704-892-0654.  Enrollment forms can be 
found online at   www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/sonshine-preschool 

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Dear Friends, 

What a challenging time we have found ourselves living in! I pray this note finds each of you happy and healthy. I want to 

encourage all of us to be checking in with one another, especially our elderly and shut-in friends. If there is a need that 

we are able to meet during this time, I hope you will let us know in the church office. 

I have just spent some time, as I am writing this, writing cards to each person on our Congregational Care Ministry list. I 

want to encourage you to take a moment and send a card or two or three (and if you already have, thank you!), to some-

one who you think could use a little extra encouragement right now. 

Please let me know by emailing me at lhill@mtzionumc.net if I can be praying for you in any specific way. We are all in 

this together, and we need each other during this challenging time. There are so many ways we can still “be together” 

through phone calls, cards, and even using technology to be able to see one another. Please stay safe and well until we 

can meet again in person. 

And remember this encouragement from the Old Testament: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good cour-

age; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” —Joshua 1:9 

May the peace of Christ surround you today and always, 

Pastor Lauren 



 

 

THANK YOU  

THANK YOU FROM  ROOM IN THE INN                                                              

We would like to thank you all for all you have done this 

year in partnership with Room In the Inn.  Another suc-

cessful year due to all your help and willingness to help 

those in need in our community. We would like to 

thank each adult Sunday School class as well as Disci-

ple Class.  Thank you to all our Inn Keepers, drivers, setup 

teams, cleanup teams, laundry teams for doing laundry 

each week,  as well as all the wonderful donations.  I would 

also like to thank the  Sonshine  Preschool and the Team 

that made hats, scarfs and gloves! 

Again, we are so thankful to be in such a loving 

church!!  May God continue to Bless our Church and all 

the wonderful caring people in our church. 

Just know how much all our guests appreciated the food, 

love, and a warm place to sleep.  Each time I cannot tell 

you how many times they thank us!  Please be in prayer 

for them. 

Barbara Broadway, Richard Little, Mary Isaacs  and             

Sydney Broadway  

THANK YOU FROM BACKPACK FOOD MINISTRY 

Backpack Food Ministry has continued to serve our 

students and their families through the announce-

ment of the school closure.  We delivered four bags 

of food and $100 Food Only gift cards to Food Lion 

for each student we sponsor at J V Washam Ele-

mentary.  We also responded to a request from 

Hough High School to help with a drive they held 

for food items and gift cards for their students in 

need.  We donated macaroni and cheese meals, 

granola bars and Ramon noodles as well as twenty-

five $10 gift cards to their collection. 

None of these efforts could have been done without 

the help of our Backpack Ministry volunteers and 

supporters!  Thank you so much for all you do! 

We received the following from the school: Please 

extend our thanks to all of the Backpack Buddy vol-

unteers at Mt. Zion as well as the congregation, in 

general. We are so lucky to have a partnership with 

you all. THANK  YOU!!! 

Angela Poovey, M.Ed, NBCT, NCC 

School Counselor - JV Washam Elementary 

Senior Luncheon THANK YOU AND PICTURES FROM THE NURTURE COMMITTEE 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make the luncheon honoring our Seniors such a 
huge success!  It is important to celebrate our seniors and it would not happen if we didn’t have our 
wonderful volunteers.  Both are a true blessing from God.  Everyone from the kids, to the servers, 
and our guests dressed the part and certainly the volunteers went above and beyond some doing 
double-duty!  These volunteers include Drivers who took lunch to the homebound or picked up at-
tendees, Dining Room Servers, Room and Kitchen Set-up, Kitchen help and Clean-Up:  Deanna 
Grindstaff, Patti Keener, Ashley and Joel Goodrich, Rick Carter, our Boy Scouts & leader Sam Coker, 
Jean Coffield, Sybbie Earnhardt, Susie Crump, Suzie Inman, Linda Bauer, Laurie Knight, Brittany 
Morris, Julie Gehrke, Cindy Carter, Rhonda Little, David Maines, Kenny Inman, Cynthia West, 
Corinne Hendrix, Bo and Debbie Johnson, Linda Martin and Mary Isaacs.  We thank the Cotton 
Tops for the entertainment and Mike Jackson for background music as well as our Pre-school chil-
dren and their teachers and music teachers Kelly Work and Kim Webb.  We thank Chick-fil-A for 

their milkshake coupon donation to everyone!   We apologize if we have left any-
one out but do appreciate your 
help. And to the amazing Com-
mittee, Dee Phillips for arrang-
ing the delicious food, Debbie 
Jackson for the awesome table 
decorations and Photo booth, 
Jan Horton for managing all 
things ‘kitchen and service’, 
Denise Howard for being the 
Master of Ceremonies, to Mar-
tha Jenkins for photography and 
distributing Photo Booth pictures 

and office help from Mary Ellen West-
moreland and Kelly Fellows.  And last 
but not least, a Big Thanks goes 
most of all to Sebra Maines, Mary 
Tucker and Dora Dalmas for organ-
izing the luncheon.  There are too 
many words to describe the behind 
the scenes activities these leaders 
performed to make the Senior 
Luncheon such a success.   



 

 

Staff 

Senior  Pastors:   

 Rev. Dr. Angela Marlowe 

 amarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

 Rev. Jonathan Marlowe 

 jmarlowe@mtzionumc.net 

Associate Pastor: 

 Rev. Lauren Hill 

 lhill@mtzionumc.net 

Director of  Music Ministries: 

 Shelley Little  

 slittle@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Dir. of Music Ministries: 

 Melanie Kalkan 

 mkalkan@mtzionumc.net 

Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: 

 Stacey Mercuri  

 smercuri@mtzionumc.net 

Director of Youth Ministries:   

 Brittany Morris 

 bmorris@mtzionumc.net 

Financial Officer/Office Manager: 

 Patti Loner 

 ploner@mtzionumc.net 

Communications Coordinator: 

 Kelly Fellows 

 kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Mary Ellen Westmoreland  

       mwestmoreland@mtzionumc.net 

 Preschool Director: 

  Kim Webb 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

Assistant Preschool Director: 

 Cathy Wiese 

 sonshinepre@mtzionumc.net 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

3/4 34 

3/11 29 

    FINANCIAL UPDATE 

CORNELIUS WOODS UPDATE     

          ATTENDANCE 

Date  8:30 9:45 11:00 Total 

3/1  71 102 156 329 

3/8 59 93 171 323 

Wednesday 

Night Worship 

February Financial Report 

Thank you for supporting 
the mission and ministries 

of Mt. Zion United                  
Methodist Church. 

Our 2020 approved budget 
total is $1,153,042 

Total budget income in                 
February – $ 77,983 

February’s expenses            
$ 87,747 

Year-to-Date budget in-
come $156,731 

Year-to-Date expenses - 
$162,040 

Difference <$5,309> 

Total available cash for 
budget expenses: $80,990 

Total designated fund          
balance is $182,724 

This includes:                           
Capital Fund – $ 8,418             
Helping Hands Fund – 

$23,623                                     
Sale of Parsonage $24,868 

The independent audit of 
the church financial records 
for 2019 has been complet-

ed.  If you wish to review 
the audit,  a copy is availa-

ble in the church office. 

 Please contact Patti Loner 
(ploner@mtzionumc.net) 

if you have questions. 

SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION                             

The Sympathy of the Congregation is 
extended to the family of Pat Houston who 
passed away on March 16th and to the 
family of Minerva Bullock 
who passed away on March 
17th.   

A SPECIAL GIFT           
WAS  GIVEN                                                                         

IN MEMORY OF Pat      
Houston gifts were given to 

the Budget. IN MEMORY OF 
Minerva Bullock gifts were 

given to the Budget. IN 
MEMORY OF Joe Baker a 
gift was given to Sonshine 

Preschool.  

Cornelius Woods Update 

Wyatt Clark, Sr. one of the Managing Partners of 

NCHA has these words painted on the back of his 

truck: It is a beautiful day, live it.  Since the in-

ception of the work by their firm on Cornelius 

Woods, both he and his partner, Curt Needham 

have lived out that optimism through various barri-

ers and slow downs.  

Their optimism is not just rose colored glasses. It 

is undergirded by observing time and time again 

that nothing is too hard for God. The Psalmist ech-

oes that confidence. “This is the day the Lord 

has made. Let us rejoice, and be glad in it.” 

Psalm 118:24 

Here are some good news sightings for the        

Cornelius Woods project: 

Two economists for the construction industry 

are advising that by the third quarter things 

will be improved. By fourth quarter demand 

for construction will be robust. One advises 

housing demand will be particularly strong. 

The effort to pre-pay the balance for the land 

to Mt. Zion is moving ahead with a good 

prognosis. 

The model is to be complete and open by mid-

June. 

The approval for the site work is in the second 

round of review and revision with the ex-

pectation of a grading permit by the end of 

May. 

The architect has completed working drawings 

for the Villa which are under review and is 

working on construction drawings for the 

four story units. 

Brochure with finishes and options for up-

grades are nearing completion. A room at 

LITTLE Wood Flooring & Cabinetry will be 

set up to display cabinets and all finishes.                                                     

For more information visit the website at 

WWW.LiveCorneliusWoods.com or call 

888-622-0033. 

Keep praying too for the Senior Ministry Center as 

well as the Cornelius Woods project. 

Please send any articles you would 

like to have included in the May 

newsletter to the church by April 

25.             

They may be emailed to                                                   

kfellows@mtzionumc.net 

Thank you!! 

 

             FEBRUARY BIRTH                                                       

Eli Wade Fox was born on      

February 27th.  He is 

the son of Andrew and 

Kelsey Fox, brother of 

Elliott, grandson of 

Wendell and  Terri Fox 

and Kenny and Suzie 

Inman.  

http://WWW.LiveCorneliusWoods.com


 

 

We’re On The Web! 

www.mtzionumc.net 

19600 Zion Avenue 

Cornelius, North Carolina 28031 

 

 

 

Tel: 704-892-8566 

Sonshine Preschool: 704-892-0654 

E-mail: info@mtzionumc.net 
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FAST LINKS 

Below are the fast links to many of our ongoing ministries at Mount Zion.  Please use these to keep 

informed and in touch with our church family.  

Mt. Zion Website— www.mtzionumc.net 

Mt. Zion Facebook— www.facebook.com/mtzumc 

Mt. Zion Ustream—  https://video.ibm.com/channel/BYk2grGsRY7 

Mt. Zion  Stay in touch videos— http://www.mtzionumc.net/stay-in-touch-videos 

Mt. Zion Online worship guide— http://www.mtzionumc.net/online-worship-guide 

 

Mt. Zion Youth information   

www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/youth 

On Instagram @MTZFUEL 

 

Mt. Zion Children   

https://www.facebook.com/MtZionKids/  

http://www.mtzionumc.net/ministries/childrens-ministries  

 

Sonshine Preschool 

www.facebook.com/SonshinePreschoolMtZ 

 


