
Start talking…  
 

 What has been one of the most memorable Christmas gifts that you’ve 
received? Why was it special? How did you react/feel? 

 
Practice the verse we’re memorizing for this series: 

For ___________ Christ has set us __________; stand __________ therefore,  

and do not __________ again to a yoke of ____________. Galatians 5:1 
 

Start reading…  

John 12:1-8 - Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 

2
Here a dinner was given 

in Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the 
table with him. 

3
Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive 

perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

4
But one of his disciples, 

Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 
5
"Why wasn't this 

perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." 
6
He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a 

thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into 
it. 

7
"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this 

perfume for the day of my burial. 
8
You will always have the poor among you, 

but you will not always have me." 
 
Mark 14:1-9 (potentially the same event from Mark’s perspective) - Now the 
Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus 
secretly and kill him. 

2
"But not during the festival," they said, "or the people 

may riot." 
3
While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of 

Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive 
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his 
head. 

4
Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why 

this waste of perfume? 
5
It could have been sold for more than a year's wages 

and the money given to the poor." And they rebuked her harshly. 
6
"Leave her 

alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing 
to me. 

7
The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any 

time you want. But you will not always have me. 
8
She did what she could. She 

poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 
9
Truly I tell 

you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done 
will also be told, in memory of her." 

Start Thinking: 

 Think back to this week’s message. What one thing do you remember? 
What challenged you the most? Any questions? 

 

 Compare the two passages (John 12:1-8 & Mark 14:1-9). What are the 
similarities between the two? What are the differences? Do you think 
these are 2 perspectives of the same event or 2 separate events? 

 

 From Mary’s example, we see at least 4 characteristics of true worship. 
Which of the four makes the most sense or deepest impact on you? 

 

 Worship can include singing/music, but obviously there’s so much more to 
it. From studying this example, how could you accurately describe what it 
means to truly worship? 

 

 Compare the following translations of Romans 12:1. How does that help 
you in your description of “worship”? 

 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as  

a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. (NIV) 

Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is 

the best thing you can do for him. (Message) 

 

Start Sharing: 
 

 What’s the difference between worship being a “prerequisite” of God’s 
love, or being a “response” to God’s love? Why is that important? 

 

 What is in the jar that you hold onto that you find uncomfortable or 
difficult to “pour out” to Jesus? How can we help you with that? 

 

Start Doing: 

 What would it look like for you this week ascribe value to your freedom 

and to Jesus, the one who earned your freedom for you (Worship)? 

 

Start Praying: 

 Pray for friends/neighbors by name who you are talking to about Jesus 
and/or are inviting to come with you to church on Easter. 

 

 How else can we as a group pray for you personally this week?  
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