
 

Devotional: Ryan Carpenter 

This is our 9th issue of the Connection! 

I hope you have been enjoying the pictures and stories, and getting to know some of the people 
at OICC a little more.  

There are great stories and spotlights in this issue, so I am going to keep the devotional short.  
September is a month of transitions. For my family, September means transitioning back into 
school.  Summer has been wonderful, but there is a familiar comfort to getting back into the 
rhythm and pace of the school year. For the church, September means a new year for children and 
youth ministry with events and mid-week programming. 

“We will build authentic relationships with the youth of Orcas Island, while sharing the 
hope, unconditional love and life-changing power we have found in Jesus Christ, so they 

might discover and grow in the faith with us.” — OICC Youth Mission Statement 

This summer, our sermon series has focussed on Friendship. For kids, going back to school is not 
just about learning, it is about reconnecting and making new friends. One of the reasons we place 
such a high value on our kids and youth programming is so that we can help foster friendships 
rooted in faith for these kids. The pressures of life and peers are really strong for our kids, and as a 
church we pray, support, encourage, and love these kids to help them develop their strength and 
faith in God. 

As we enter into this new ministry year, let us pray Psalm 90:16,17 for God’s hand in our work!  

“May your deeds be shown to your servants, 
    your splendor to their children. 

May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
    establish the work of our hands for us— 
    yes, establish the work of our hands.” 

Member Spotlight: Dennie and Cindy Carter 

If there’s one thing I can count on, it’s seeing Dennie and 
Cindy’s warm, smiling faces on Sunday mornings. Their 
joyful countenances bring so much light to those they 
encounter. Listening to Dennie and Cindy share a small 
part of their life’s journey reminded me of God’s 
lovingkindness to His children. 

Growing up, Cindy knew she loved God and tried in vain 
on her own to get to Him by being a good person, but 
knew that that wasn't working. In college she was invited 
to a Christian gathering where she heard that she could 
have a personal relationship with Jesus. Wanting to know 
more, she went with her friend to a Bible Study that was so 
rich and full of life. Not long after, she decided to know 
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Jesus personally and trust in His saving mercy. 

Dennie is a 4th generation San Juan Islander.  (A Carter relative 
founded San Juan County Bank in 1893, and a Carter had been 
employed continuously from 1905 to 2020 when Dennie 
retired.)  He attended the Presbyterian Church there as his father 
and grandfather before him had. Dennie grew up understanding 
the Gospel message, but a personal relationship with Jesus was 
missing in his life.  In college he encountered Christ in a new 
way while participating in worship night gatherings, and through 
this opportunity began understanding that committing his life to 
Christ was what he wanted to do. In 1976 he attended a Billy 
Graham Crusade as part of the choir and went forward that night 
to dedicate His life to the Lord. 

Dennie and Cindy both found their way to Seattle, met in a 
church singles group, and not long after they were married. 
Cindy longed for the freedom of rural life so they were keeping 
their eyes open for an opportunity to make a change from Seattle. They heard of an opening at the 
bank on Orcas, and the day after Christmas Dennie interviewed for the position. He got the job 
and by the end of January 1987 Orcas became their home. 

The Carter family has been a blessing to OICC for many years, serving in a variety of ministries. 
Dennie served 2 terms as an Elder and as the Treasurer for the greater part of 30 years. Some of 
you might even remember when Dennie and Cindy were part of the Worship team! Cindy has 
served in many ways from the time their twin daughters were young. Starting in the nursery, then 
on to AWANA and Sunday school, and all the way through youth ministry. She was also one of the 
lucky ones who learned the Bible in Rosa Montgomery’s Bible Study. She shared that blessing with 
OICC for many years, and continues to do so, teaching Bible Study classes for the Women’s 
Ministry.  Home groups have been a blessing to them.  Dennie especially enjoys the weekly mens' 
group meeting.  In addition to the friendship of Dennie and Cindy, OICC has had the privilege of 
watching their children - Matthew, Nathan, Lisa, and Emilia - grow into adults who serve and love 
the Lord. 

I can’t help but think that, as a little girl on the prairies of South Dakota wishing to live on an island 
one day, Cindy could have never imagined the beautiful life God would give the Carter family 
here on Orcas. “Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” Psalm 23:6 

  -submitted by Kimberley Sasan 

Baptism in the Park! Meet William “Bill” Ziegler 

Baptism and more – Fifteen years ago if you would have told 
me I would become a “born again” Christian and be baptized 
in some lake on some island in the Pacific Northwest, I would 
have told you, you were crazy!  But as we all know, “God works 
in mysterious ways”! 

Eleven years ago, I lost my wife of 31 years to cancer in less 
than six weeks.  We had moved back to Iowa, bought acreage, 
built a new house and were planning to enjoy our “Golden 
Years” together.   I was pretty much mad at the world including 
God, but God didn’t give up on me.  He surrounded me with 
true friends. One, a Baptist Minister’s wife, who gave me a 
Bible and encouraged me to read through it.  This began my 
journey and spiritual enlightenment in February of 2011.  The 
Bible’s historical documentation, prophecies and teachings of 
Christ, kept me captivated and made me a believer.   
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Churches – I never had much time for churches.  Even after I 
found Christ, it was easier to be on my own.  But during this 
journey, a very good high school friend, who had lost her 
husband, who was and is full of the spirit chose to be my friend.  
We discussed the Bible and I attended her church with her.  This 
friend, became my best friend, then my girlfriend, then my 
fiancée. Finally, we married in 2018 and Karen is now my wife.  
We both belong to the Evangelical Free Church of Oelwein, 
Iowa. 

OICC – I consider myself an Iowa Farm Boy.  But somehow I 
wound up joining the U.S. Coast Guard and retired with over 26 
years.  When I lost my first wife to cancer, I decided to do 
something crazy like move to an Island (Orcas) and live in an off-
grid cabin and buy a boat to enjoy the Salish Sea.  During a visit 
on Easter of 2014, my friend (now my wife) googled churches 
and chose OICC.  We attended the service and immediately fell 
in love with its members and pastor.  In my widower years, I 
would sit in the back of the church, arrive late and try to depart 
before someone would stop me.  But, it never failed, some 
friendly OICC member would always introduce themselves to 
me and make me feel welcome.  Now, I still sit in the back of the 
church. Both Karen and I try to not arrive late and we feel so 
blessed to have two churches in our lives that we dearly love and 
look forward to attend.  Thank you OICC. 
  
Baptism – Not sure why I never was baptized.  Perhaps as Pastor 
Dick talked about a few weeks ago, I was using my “Discursive” mind rather than my “Noetic”  
mind!  But, when OICC announced a chance to be baptized, I suddenly felt the urge to make this 
happen.  Sadly, Karen was back in Iowa assisting with her mom’s eldercare.  But, she agreed it was 
time.  After all, “if not now, when?” 

Thank you – A very big Thank You to all of OICC over the years.  To treat a non-member with so 
much love and fellowship as well as supporting a great Bible preaching church is commendable to 
all involved.  Thank you so much for the opportunity to be a part of your world.  

Deacon Spotlight: Mary Beth Macksey 

I was raised the youngest in a mainstream 
Christian home. From my earliest thinking, I knew 
Jesus was the Christ, the son of the Living God. I 
thought, in a somewhat-worldly way that I knew 
what that really meant. I did service projects to 
help others, because whatsoever I did to the least 
of those, I did unto the Lord.   
My parents valued knowledge highly. After 
receiving my Bachelors, I became a teacher. I 
married Michael, whom I met at a Presbyterian 
Church dinner. I served in my Texas Methodist 
church in McKinney as Education Chairman. 
Moving to another Methodist church in Plano, 
Texas, I became one of 20+ leaders in the church-
wide two-year Lutheran Bethel Bible Study before 
leading a smaller group for the freshman 
Episcopal seminary in-depth study, Kerygma.   

3

THE CONNECTION SEPTEMBER 2022



Despite leadership positions and singing all those old hymns with deep meaning, I little grasped 
how much more meaning those lyrics truly had. Then I came to recognize that my health was 
precluding me doing what gave me purpose in God’s work, and all I could contribute was being in 
relationship to God.   
I was the middle-aged mother of Ariana, 11, and Alexandra, 7, when Michael took a severance 
package from Texas Instruments, and we moved to Olga permanently in 1989. There we all 
helped build our environmentally less-toxic home, necessary because of my chronic 
Environmental Illness. It became Michael’s niche in his new construction business here.  I 
continued homeschooling our daughters.   
God had urged me to seek more by the time we became members of Orcas Island Community 
Church  [I having the Discursive Mind as Dick Staub mentioned in his August 14th sermon]. 
Observing Don & Rosa Montgomery, Bill Montgomery, Earl & Shirley Guilford, and a plethora of 
others here, I came to my personal experience of [that Noetic aspect], rather than only a cerebral 
philosophy of the Trinity.  Thank you, Lord, that You took my slight faith and deepened it beyond 
measure.   
What a privilege it is that God allows us to partner with Him in His work! I became an online 
Healing Hearts leader in The Hem of His Garment Bible Study. God allowed me to help women 
dragged down by past painful experiences, to seek the Holy Spirit and come to healthy joy in the 
Lord!   
Michael and I have been blessed for 54 years, 2 daughters, 3 granddaughters and 2 grandsons, 
and most of all deep friendship with Christ Jesus! Praise Him, Father, Son and Holy Spirit!  

Did You Know… “Life On Orcas Island” 

Hi Everybody! If we haven't met yet, I'm Edee 
Kulper. My husband, Mike, and I moved here 
with our kids - Evan, almost 17, and Levi, 12 - 
a decade ago from Santa Barbara, California. 
Mike was an Accounting professor at Santa 
Barbara City College and I was a stay-at-
home mom and weekend wedding 
photographer here and there. 

We visited Orcas Island 6 summers before 
moving here, and we always wished there 
was a book about the island that we could 
take back to Santa Barbara and send to our 
families. I imagined making a book for years 
after moving here, but never wanted to for 

fear of having a typo - I used to be an editor. I wanted it to be perfect. Last August, a friend said, 
"Edee, perfection is stagnation. You're never going to make that book if you keep thinking about a 
typo!" That was just what I needed to hear - I began in late October, set a 5-month deadline, hired 
a graphic designer and two editors, and it was published in March! 

Meet Life on Orcas Island, a 150-page coffee-table book about our island's beauty, uniquenesses, 
people, and festivities. It spans the past 10 years, and is available in Darvill's Bookstore, at my 
table at the Saturday Farmers' Market, and directly from me. You'll enjoy recognizing the people 
and places you know well, and if you look hard, you might even find a subtle typo - ha! But as Ken 
Wrye pointed out at my first book talk at the library when it came out, people in other cultures 
actually put errors in their work because only God is meant to be perfect - I love it! 

Check out my blog, too, if you enjoy reading about the island. I've been writing and posting 
photos on it for the past 4 years: www.lifeonorcasisland.com. Enjoy! 

Sincerely, 
Edee  
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August Prayer Requests… 

Week of 8/28

Rachel Coleman 
• Please pray for her as she is new to the island. Pray for 

her 18 year old daughter and for God’s hand as she 
starts a new life, for housing, and for the restoration of 
her family. 

John and Faith Heath’s daughter Heather 
• Please pray for Heather Smith as she has contracted 

Covid-19. Please pray for her husband Bo and son 
Kenny.  Please pray that Heather recovers quickly, is able 
to rest, and that God would provide a trustworthy sub to 
help cover her classroom of 75 3rd graders. 

Kat Barnard 
• Thanks God for being the light and the lion in the 

darkness. Please also pray for safety as she travels and 
hikes over Labor Day Weekend. Also pray for all of those 
traveling. 

Ethna Flanagan 
• Please continue to pray for her son Peter and his smooth 

trip to Bellingham 
Marsha Segault 
• Shares praise and gratitude for the awesome concert last 

Friday 
Cindy Carter 
• Praises God for how amazing he is and how wonderful 

the concert was 
Linda Libiez 
• Please continue to pray for her son-in-law who has a 

mass that is around his aorta and partially collapsing his 
lung as he is awaiting a biopsy. 

Paul Carrick 
• Please pray for Virginia who fell and badly hurt her 

knee, and for the doctor’s treatment. Please pray for his 
sister Bonnie who struggles with depression and had an 
emotional crisis last week. Please pray she can get the 
help and support that she needs for healing. 

Peggy Beebe 
• Please continue to pray for her mother Linda as she 

enters into a permanent skilled nursing facility. 
Tina Davidson 
• Bev Ohlman shares her greeting and looking is looking 

to move to a more open facility 
Dennie Carter 
• Reports that Matthew had a blessed time working with 

MAF in the Congo 
Hank Ramsey 
• Please pray for Michael Harlow’s friend Hank Ramsey. 

Hank is in his 80s and has been struggling with cancer.   
Hank has an appointment tomorrow, August 30th, to 
review his progress and would love as much prayer as 
he can get.  

Week of 8/21
Grant Myles-Era 
• Praises God for Orcas Island Community Church and 

how good it is for him and Ronna to visit as their church 
in San Dimas is worshiping at the same time. 

Harlow Cameron 
• Please pray for a dear friend who is going through a lot 

after losing her sons and husband. 
Faith Heath 
• Shares praise that Joyce Green is back on the island.  
Sherrie Schiff 
• Please pray for her son James who suffers from chronic 

depression and is on a new medication. Please pray that 
this new medication restores balance. 

Cindy Carter 
• Pray people are drawn to the concert this Friday and 

hear the message of hope. 
Leah Hutsel 

• Please pray for Mitch, the pastor of their church in 
Stanwood who fell and suffered a brain bleed and is not 
recovering 

Bill 
• Please pray for his daughter in law Kelly who recently 

was diagnosed with cancer 
Bob Cull 
• Shares a huge answer to prayer in that the music royalty 

company has finally resumed his royalty payments. 
Sandie Harper 
• Thanks the Lord for the worship this morning. 
John and Linda Liebiez’s son-in-law 
• Please pray for the Liebiez’s son-in-law, Kevin, who went 

to the doctor for a small cough and was discovered to 
have a tumor in his chest, which is affecting his left lung 
and is trapped around his aorta. Please pray that it is 
benign and that the doctors can find a safe treatment for 
him. 

Amy Parker (update) 
• Amy Parker had her post-op and the doctor is pleased 

with how things are looking. Next week her stitches can 
come out and she will be able to slowly bear weight on 
her foot. She expresses gratitude for the meals and says 
it has been a “huge help.” Please pray for her continued 
healing and recovery. 

Bonnie Pence’s brother-in-law 
• Please pray for Bonnie's brother-in-law, Raphael. His 

health is continuing to decline, and he is not able to 
fight off an infection in his foot. Bonnie writes, "Please 
pray for his strength to fight the infection and peace and 
strength for my sister Debi." 

Carl Capdeville 
• Carl’s family is asking for continued prayers.  Everyday 

seems to bring another serious challenge that the 
medical professionals can’t seem to get or keep control 
of. They still haven’t been able to diagnose what’s going 
on. He is just exhausted and discouraged and just wants 
to come home which isn’t possible at this point.  

Week of 8/14
Karen Gimbert 
• Please pray for healing and recovery as she fell on her 

way to the bank. 
Marsha Segault 
• Thank you for your prayers and continued prayers as 

she is on a waiting list to get an MRI 
The Foote Family 
• Shares gratitude that their missing cat came home. 
Dennie Carter 
• Please pray for Matthew on his way to the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo with the electronic tech team 
with MAF. 

Bonnie Pence 
• Please pray for her friend Amy who is going through 

cancer treatment. 
Dick Staub 
• Please pray for Chris Helm’s widow Carol, who is 

visiting, in this new chapter in her journey.  
Ethna Flanagan 
• Shares gratitude and honor for the children in the 

church who dance in worship. 
Jim Deuel 
• Please pray for the congregation in Egypt whose church 

burnt down and 50 passed away. 
Peggy Beebe 
• Please pray for her mother who is suffering from brain 

bleeds and will be entering a skilled nursing facility. 
Beth Reigel 
• Please thank you for praying for her brother who nearly 

passed away from Covid, and has cancer. He is enjoying 
a trip to England this week. 

Bogdan Kulminski 
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• Please pray for Mark and Irene who lost their adult son 
this week. 

Bob Cull 
• Shares a word of encouragement from Hebrew’s 5. 
Mark and Irene McKinley 
• It is with a heavy heart that we seek God’s comfort for 

Mark and Irene McKinley as their son Matt passed away 
in his Bellevue apartment.   There is comfort that Matt is 
with the Lord, but deep sadness in the sudden loss of 
their son.  Please pray for peace and comfort through 
God’s providential love, and that the Lord will carry 
Mark and Irene's burdens in grief. 

Carl Capdevill (update) 
• Carl had some internal bleeding issues last week that set 

him back a bit but since then is continuing to improve.  
They believe now that his kidneys will heal on their own 
and he will not have to continue dialysis.  Hoping for a 
release later this week.  They will likely stay on the 
mainland for a few days before they come home to make 
sure he remains stable.  He needs to regain weight, 
strength and his voice due to the extended time on the 
ventilator but we are happy to now focus on 
rehabilitation. 

Jake Griffith 
• Please pray for Jake as Mike and Linda plan to visit 

today for a short time. Please pray for God’s peace and 
presence and that their visit together goes well. 

Amy Parker 
• Please pray for Amy Parker and her family as she is 

having surgery on her foot. Please pray for a successful 
outcome and God’s strength in her healing and recovery. 

Week of 08/7
Anne Thomas 
• We have received a prayer request from Anne Thomas. 

She is asking that we pray for a young girl with some 
serious health problems who has had to travel in order 
to seek help. We cannot share more information at this 
time, but are asking that you please pray for this 
situation. Thank you for your prayers. 

Ryan Carpenter 
• Shares an update that 5 year old Brooklyn is stable and 

on her way to recovering from a heart failure. 
Joyce Green 
• Please pray for Joyce as she fell while on vacation and is 

in the hospital and will require surgery for her leg along 
with healing for her eye and face. She will also require 
rehab. Please pray for her healing and recovery to get 
back home soon to be with Don. 

On-Going Prayer:
Marsha Segault, Kathleen Tudor, Andy Troxel, Debbie Hurne, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. 
Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, Rob. Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. 
Dave Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Mike Voegtlin. Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, 
Karen. Sarah Hane’s grandmother, Betty. Bill Tudor’s daughter, Laura. 

Loss:
Please pray for the family and friends of: Matt McKinley, Barbara Otis, Ben Spaulding, Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, 
LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, Chris Barham, Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia 
Carrick’s sister, Dorothy Boucher, Adrian Mingo, Sue Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, 
Wink Tyree, Carolyn Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin “Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ 
dad Glen, Annie Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians. 
Hospitality- Looking for help to set up, make coffee and put out treats,. Please contact the office. 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Fall Kick-Off. September 11 after morning service  

The Fall Kickoff Block Party has become a tradition at OICC. It is a time for 
fellowship and celebration. We honor our first responders and invite the 
community to join us. Students are back to school and Fall programming 
begins for children and youth groups. Please join in the fun and invite family 
and friends on Sunday, September 11th.  Worship service, lunch and games 
will be held outside.  

Going Beyond Simulcast with Priscilla Shirer. September 24, 9am-3pm, contact carol@orcaschurch.org to 
signup. Everyone Welcome! 

ONGOING Events 
Monday Night Live! @ 5:30-7pm for Middle School Students 
Wednesday Night Live! @ 7-8:30pm for High School Students 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 6:30am in the Family Center: Corinthians 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center: Thessalonians 
Sunday: Nursery @ 9:45am, Pre-k and Grades 1-5 @ 10am 
Sunday: aRise @ 11:30am-12:30pm for Middle and High School Students 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 

Deacons 
Peggy Beebe - Chair - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Don Mills - Vice Chair -  dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Nathan Carter- Secretary - ncarter10@my.whitworth.edu 
Ethna Flanagan -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com  
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Cory Foote - coryafoote@gmail.com 

Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 
John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

 

Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 
Facilities & Custodial: Bogdan Kulminski 
Custodial: Jimmy Stringer 
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Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 
Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 

10:00am - 2:00pm
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