
 

Deacon Devotional: Kathleen Mills 

Many years ago, I attended my very first 
women's Bible study.   We used Jesus Cares for 
Women by Helene Ashker and it was all about 
how Jesus interacted with five different women 
in Scripture.   I remember feeling really moved 
by how lovingly Jesus met each woman's 
needs.  It reminded me of these words of Jesus: 

"Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.   Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.   For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light."  Matthew 11:28-30 

Flash forward!  When the pandemic hit, my mom and dad, Joyce and Ray, were living in Montana.  
In July, Dad passed on.  It was a tough time for sure, but Mom and I both found comfort attending 
our remote OICC women’s Bible studies together via Zoom.  What a blessing!  She’s since moved 
back to Texas to be closer to my sister, Allyson, and her family.   For Easter, I got to fly out to see 
everyone there for the first time in over three years.   Words can't express my joy at finally being 
able to worship and study God's word with Mom in person.   I am so grateful for a God who truly 
cares for women and lifts our burdens.  Happy Mother's Day, Mom!    
 

Member Spotlight: Ken & Laurel Wrye 

Unaware Christian Witnesses 

Sitting down at Ken and Laurel Wrye’s table, listening to their 
stories, I soon became aware there would not be enough 
room in our Connection Newsletter to do their story justice.  

There were, however, a couple principles that stood out. First, 
to live faith so truly that you become an “unaware Christian 
witness.” And second, to have faith in God to develop his gifts 
in you for his service wherever you are, or whatever you do. 
Both Ken and Laurel’s story embody these principles. 

Laurel learned the value of living faith from her parents who 
pastored a large church in northern California. Her parents 
didn’t push their faith on her or her siblings, but taught by 
example, showing their children who Christ is by living their 
faith with patience, joyfulness, humor, kindness, and devotion 

to God and his word. An unaware witness is somebody who shares the love of Christ naturally. 
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member spotlight continued… 
Through this witness, Laurel accepted Jesus as her Lord with her mother when she was 8 years 
old. Laurel’s relationship with Christ has blossomed and grown through the years, as Laurel 
continues to learn about and experience the radiant love and grace of God. 

The Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church, where Laurel’s father pastored, had over 2,500 kids in the 
Sunday school. Can you imagine that?! When Laurel was in the 9th grade, her father and a pastor 
from Edinburgh Scotland traded churches and so began a life of travel and adventure beyond the 
U.S. borders for Laurel. 

Ken and Laurel were married by Laurel’s father, and while Laurel was working as a teacher during 
Ken’s final semester at Whitworth College, he saw a sign that asked, “Would you like to teach in 
Afghanistan?” 

During those times, Afghanistan was a little known country, but through prayer and the 
application process, Ken and Laurel packed up their belongings with their baby girl on-the-way 
and began a 43 year journey of teaching and school administration in far away places.   

Afghanistan was (and still is) one of the poorest countries in the world, but Laurel learned that 
having worldly possessions like nice clothes and money was not where true riches are. Laurel 
realized that every man, woman and child is precious and beyond value in God’s sight, and so in 
that aspect, there is no difference between “the have” and “have nots”. 

After a few years of teaching in Afghanistan, Ken soon recognized a gift and calling for school 
administration and returned to the States to earn a Master’s Degree in School Administration. 
Upon a successful completion of his degree, Ken accepted the job to return to Afghanistan to run 
the school where they first taught.   

Over the years, Ken’s gifts continued to be honed through experience, and after earning a 
Doctorate in Organizational Leadership, the Wrye’s journeys would take them to Greece, 
California, Russia, Denmark, and New York City. 

The Wryes were in Russia during the fall of the Soviet Union, and as Director of the Anglo-
American School in Moscow, Ken started the International School in St. Petersburg.  After running 
the International School in Denmark, Ken became the Director of the UN International School in 
New York City.   

They raised two incredible daughters, and have had the joy of living on the North Beach on Orcas 
and sharing their island home with family and friends. 

Orcas Island is blessed to know both Ken and Laurel as they have served OICC as a former Elder 
and Sunday school teacher. I encourage you to get to know them, hear how God is at work in their 
lives, and witness the light of Jesus as they continue to live faith in Christ as unaware Christian 
witnesses. 

I pray this for all of us: that we become so close to Jesus we are unaware witnesses and that we 
trust God wherever we are or whatever we do.  -Written by Ryan Carpenter 

Deacon Spotlight: Don Mills 

Since we’re coming up on Mother’s Day this month, I want to give a Mother’s Day shoutout to my 
mom, Dinda Mills.   My mom and I have much in common, from politics, spiritual origins in the 
Episcopal Church, and Oregon pioneers.   She lifts weights, plays water volleyball weekly, and has 
lived over 90 years in Portland, Oregon, in the same house in which I was raised. Happy Mother’s 
Day, Mom! 

I moved to Orcas Island with my wife, Kathleen, in the summer of 2019.  We first attended OICC at 
the 2019 all-church retreat at the South End Campground at Cascade Lake. 
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Deacon spotlight continued… 
Christian life began for me in the Episcopal Church where I was 
baptized, confirmed, and received my first communion.   My 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ started in earnest at a 
Young Life meeting where Thomas confirmed to me the reality 
of the risen Christ.  Then, Jesus needed a guitar player in a local 
church youth choir and that’s how I was brought into a lifetime 
of church ministry--and academic pursuits.   I graduated from 
SPU with a degree in Biblical Studies, Regent College with a 
Diploma in Christian Studies, Fuller Seminary with a M. Div., and 
again from Fuller with a D. Min.   My dissertation is “Foundations 
for the Ministry of All Believers. “  The church is an every believer 
ministry. 

My hobbies are electric guitar— (I play in 2 NW bands), building 
and repairing tube amplifiers, reading theology, and sailing my s/v Aquavit.   Serving as a deacon 
is a wonderful and fulfilling adventure.     It is an honor to serve here as a Deacon with the 
assignment to pray for friends in our church. 

Fun Fact… 
 

The white carnation is the official Mother’s Day flower. 

Anna Reeves Jarvis is credited with founding Mother’s Day. After 
her mother Ann died on May 9, 1905, Jarvis set out to create a day 
that would honor her and moms as a group. She began the 
movement in West Virginia, which prides itself on hosting  the first 
official Mother's Day celebration  three years later at Andrews 
Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson 
signed a bill recognizing Mother’s Day as a national holiday to be 
celebrated each second Sunday in May.  

Jarvis compared that flower’s shape and life cycle to a mother’s 
love. “The carnation does not drop its petals, but hugs them to its 
heart as it dies, and so too, mothers hug their children to their 
hearts, their mother love never dying,” she said in a 1927 interview. 

So if you’re buying flowers for mom this year, consider the white 
carnation — but also pause to consider the holiday's uncommercial origins. After all, it’s not about 
flowers, or cards, or gift cards, or jewelry — it’s all about love. 

Ministry Moment:  
Women’s Ministry 

Over the past many years, Women’s Ministry 
has organized a day off-island to “tiptoe” 
through the tulip fields in Mt. Vernon. Last 
month on April 22, eleven ladies boarded the 
ferry, and headed for lunch at Skagit Valley 
Gardens.  

We met up with three other friends and then 
visited the Roozengarde tulip farm. It was a 
perfect, glorious, sunny, fun-filled spring day, 
and such a joy to see God’s beautiful creations 
all around us. 
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April Prayer Requests…. 
Week of 4/24
Ryan Carpenter 
• Continued prayers for all those displaced from home in 

our world. Pray for peace and God’s shalom. 
Jimmy Stringer 
• Shares praise that his wife Sylvia is back in church after 

having successfully recovered from parathyroid 
condition thanks to God’s miraculous healing. 

Jon Hane 
• Shares a praise for Springtime and that the weather has 

warmed up and their garden is beginning to grow. 
Robin Riegsecker 
• Thanks the church for praying for Marlin who is in 

church after having a successful procedure last week. 
Lisa Gage 
• Please pray for her family of 24 traveling to Mexico for a 

week. Pray for a peaceful and restful time together as a 
family. 

Peggy Beebe’s mother 
• Please pray for Peggy’s mother who fell and broker her 

hip and has been having complications post surgery. 
Please pray that her doctors are able to get all the issues 
under control and that she is able to recover and be 
moved to a rehab facility. Please pray for all involved in 
her care. 

Week of 4/17
Joanna Reynolds family 
• Joanna requests that we pray for newborn baby Nicholas 

who is now at home after a complicated birth. 

Week of 4/10
Faith Heath 
• Spring Cleanup was a great success and her 

granddaughter Courtney shared “sounds like a lot of fun 
and wish my family and I could be there. Also, please 
pray for John and Faith as they travel down to California 
to go to her step mother’s memorial service. 

Betsy Kingsley 
• Shares the good news that her parent’s Tacuna language 

bible translation is being published and printed. Please 
pray that all goes smoothly with the shipping, customs 
and delivery to all the villages. 

Rita Onsum 
• Please pray for John for his aortic valve replacement 

surgery. 
Anne Thomas 
• Please pray for Anne as she is working in S.E. Asia. 
Tom and Karen Ritter’s friend 
• Please pray for Jon Finley who has multiple myeloma. 

Jon is the 49 year old son of Tom and Karen Ritter’s 
close friend who lives in Portland. 

Bonnie Pence 
• Please pray for Bonnie’s sister’s husband Raphael who 

had his foot run over and is in the hospital with several 
broken bones and an infection which may lead to an 
amputation. He has also been diagnosed with heart 
failure. 

Week of 4/03
Faith Heath  
• Shares that her step-mom Dottie Case passed away into 

the loving arms of her savior today. Dottie was a couple 
weeks away from celebrating her 99th birthday, but now 
celebrates in heaven. Faith’s father is holding up as well 
as possible and receiving a lot of love from his church. 
Please pray for God’s provision and care for Dotttie’s 
family and friends during this time of mourning.  

Sara Hane’s grandma Betty  
• Betty has low blood pressure and has been admitted to 

the hospital. They are figuring out if it’s because she has 
internal bleeding or something else. Please pray that her 
blood pressure gets back to normal, that the doctors 
figure out what is wrong and that she would know 
Jesus. 

Ben Spaulding (passing) 
• Please pray for the friends and family of Ben who passed 

away unexpectedly. Please pray for his three kids in the 
elementary, middle, and high school. 

On-Going Prayer:
Dennie Carter, Gerry Todd, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, 
Rob. Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. Dave Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Mike 
Voegtlin. Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, Karen. Sarah Hane’s grandmother, 
Betty. Bill Tudor’s daughter, Laura. 

Loss: 
Please pray for the family and friends of: Ben Spaulding, Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, Chris 
Barham, Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy 
Boucher, Adrian Mingo, Sue Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn 
Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin “Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie 
Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher 
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayers and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God.” - Philippians  4:6,7 

To share a prayer request, please email us at prayer@orcaschurch.org 

mailto:prayer@orcaschurch.org


OPPORTUNITIES 
Buildings & Grounds - Looking for a lead landscape advisor and volunteers to help with mowing 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Vacation Bible School - Join the fun and volunteer at VBS, July 5-8. Contact stephanie@orcaschurch.org  
Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 21            - New Member’s Class @ 9am 
June 5             - Annual Congregational Meeting & Pie Social @ 12pm 
June 17-21    - High School Camp 
July 5-8    - Vacation Bible School 
July 10            - Family BBQ 

ONGOING Events 
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study @ 9:30 -11:15am in the Sanctuary: Seamless  
Tuesday Night Zoom Bible Study with Pastor Brian @ 7:00pm: A Deeper Look at James 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 6:30am in the Family Center: 1 Corinthians 
Celebrate Recovery Thursdays @ 6:00pm in the Family Center 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center- Daniel 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 
Deacons 
Ethna Flanagan - Chair -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com 
Catherine Smith - Vice Chair- cathaybrown@gmail.com  
Peggy Beebe - Secretary - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Bob Cull - bob@robertcull.com 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 

John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 
Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Don Mills - dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

Worship Director: Tim Meaney  
(tim@orcaschurch.org) 
Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 

Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 

Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00—2:00pm
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