
Devotional: Pastor Brian Moss 

Lent: Return to the Lord With All Your Heart 

When I was a kid, I remember hearing a children’s message at church about Lent. The speaker 
asked the kids if any of us knew what Lent was. The first answer? “Isn’t that the stuff that’s in the 
dryer?” That answer was not surprising for kids who grew up in a church like I did. We rarely talked 
about Lent, and the only real implication in our lives was that we had fish on Friday in our school 
during that time of the year. 

Lent is practiced by a wide variety of church denominations (or lack thereof) worldwide. It is a 
season that begins with Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter. There are forty days in Lent, not 
counting Sundays, which remind us of Jesus’s forty days in the wilderness.  

As an adult, Lent has become for me the turning point of the church year. The Christian story 
revolves around the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Nowhere is that story told 
more clearly than during Lent and Holy Week.  

As a spiritual practice, many people fast during Lent. For many, the question is, “what are you 
giving up for Lent?” Fasting is an essential spiritual discipline, but Lent is so much more than 
simply “giving something up.” We let go of things to hold on to God. Lent is a season of humility 
and returning. As the prophet Joel has stated, “Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with 
all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.” (Joel 2:12) 

The parable of the Prodigal Son is another 
powerful example of what it looks like to 
return. Both the younger and the older son 
needed to return to their father in a way that 
honored his love for them. And the father 
welcomed them both with loving arms.  

What will it mean for you to “return to the 
LORD with all your heart” this Lent? 

Bobby Gross has written that this returning 
involves a “quiet turning.” He writes, “Each 
year the season of Lent asks us to embrace a 
spiritual gravity, a downward movement of 
soul, a turning from our self-sufficiency and 
sinfulness. In such quiet turning, we are 
humbled and thus made ready to receive 
from God a fresh and joyous grace.” 

I hope that all of us will experience this fresh 
and joyous grace of God. I pray that as a 
church, we will follow Jesus all the way to 
the cross so that we might be able to join 
him in the resurrection reality of Easter 
morning.
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“…so that all the members care for each other.” 1 Cor. 12:25

Image: The Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt van Reign 



Deacon Spotlight: Peggy Beebe 

I moved to Orcas Island in October 2018 with my 
husband George, from North Idaho. Before getting 
here, it was already decided that we would make 
OICC our church home, as we had visited many 
times over the years and always felt like part of the 
family. I am a wife, mother, nana and especially a 
child of God. I am passionate about God’s word 
and His people. One of my greatest joys comes in 
mentoring others and bringing generations 
together as God allows. 

I have been in church all of my life and came to 
know the Lord at the age of 7 while attending a 
neighborhood VBS, and I’ve never looked back!  
Although I have grown much in my walk with Him 
over the years, I still get excited, like a little child, 
to learn new things about Jesus all the time.  

I have been truly blessed since being here in that God has opened several doors for service in 
various ways. I enjoy being part of the women’s ministry team and helping in the nursery.  It is my 
great pleasure to be serving the congregation as a deacon. I am praying for you, and I am thankful 
for the opportunities I’ve had to get to know some of you.  

Fun Fact 
Meriel Griffith is one of four OICC students 
who are participating in Leitourgia, a year 
long program that trains and equips youth to 
be integrated in the worship life of the 
church. We are pleased to feature Meriel’s 
reflection in this month’s Connection! 
“Leitourgia is a program designed to 
empower students to lead worship and help 
others connect with God. At the summits, the 
students have small groups where we can 
connect with students from different schools 
and churches.  
I have really enjoyed learning about worship 
styles of churches different from OICC, and it 
has been inspiring to worship God in new 
ways. There has been a lot of diversity of the 
church represented in the project that we 
don’t necessarily see on the island, and 
although there is such a variety of 
backgrounds, a running theme of Leitourgia 
has been that of unity and reconciliation.  
The people teaching at the project are 
talented, spirit-filled individuals, and it’s been 
amazing to learn from them about 
worshipping God. One point that stood out to me at our last summit was how God speaks many 
things over our lives, calling us his children, masterpieces, and more, but we sometimes struggle 
to connect with them. However, God can grow our struggles into a part of our testimony, which is 
a way to worship Him.” 
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Pictured: Meriel Griffith and Justin Derr



Member Spotlight: Kevin and Sheila Bolka 

Kevin and Shelia came to Orcas in 
September 2020 from the undoubtedly 
fun to say city of Rancho Cucamonga, 
California. Equally as undoubtable was 
God’s clear path that led them here and 
continues to bless their life. Sheila grew 
up visiting her family cabin on San Juan 
Island, but she didn’t introduce her family 
to it till about 10 years into their 
marriage, knowing that Kevin would be 
hooked. It happened with the first visit 
and he has since always dreamed of 
living in the San Juans. As life would have 
it, the time came about a year and a half 
ago for them to make the move. They 
looked into being property caretakers, 
and they were selected for an 
opportunity here on Orcas. They sold 
everything they owned and brought only 
a few belongings in a small 5x8 trailer.  
Half a year into the pandemic, Sheila found OICC online and they began watching the livestream 
service. They loved the unique opportunity it provided to see the pastors with their wives and 
families, enter their homes, and have an experience that being new to the church they might not 
otherwise have. They felt more intimately connected in a time when they needed that so much 
more. God used the message and the people of OICC to re-inspire Kevin’s relationship with the 
Lord, bring beautiful friendships to Sheila, and confirm in their hearts God’s purpose for bringing 
them here through Jeremiah 32:41, “I will rejoice in doing them good and will faithfully plant 
them in this land….”   
When their time as caretakers concluded, God had Kevin’s dream job waiting for him. He came 
upon an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic on Sucia Island for WA State Parks and got the job. 
God even provided a home for them quickly and miraculously amidst the challenges of the 
current housing condition. These days you will find Sheila enjoying your company as she joyfully 
makes you a warm cup of coffee at Tidepool Coffeehouse, and Kevin quite at home in the 
splendor of God’s creation as he boats over to Sucia. They celebrate 35 years of marriage and 
have 2 adult children, Caleb and Emily, both living in California.  

-Interviewed and written by Kimberley Sasan 
 
Did You Know… 

The Women’s Ministry Team recognizes that everyone has a different 
life schedule and many cannot attend a large group Bible study on 
Tuesday mornings. The team encourages and helps facilitate Bible 
studies that work according to your schedule. Please stop by the 
church office and checkout our wonderful collection of Women’s 
Bible Study Curriculum available to you.  
These resources include DVDs with video sessions, leader guides 
and in some cases, a few of the workbooks. You do not have to be in 
a Bible study or lead one to check out these in-depth studies of the 
Word of God.  Although geared towards women, anyone can find 
tremendous insight and understanding for spiritual growth in these 
resources.  
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February Prayer Requests…. 

Week of 2/27
Ted Driggers 
• Please pray for the friends and family of longtime active 

church member Ted Driggers as he passed away to be 
with the Lord. 

Faith Heath 
• Asks the church to pray for Jon Hane as he is attending 

class at Portland Seminary this week. 
Ryan Carpenter 
• Thanks the church for hosting the Severe Weather 

Shelter and special word of gratitude to Kellen who 
extended the hours to keep our guests safe and warm. 

Week of 2/20
Pam Carpenter’s mother Dori 
• Please pray for the friends and family of Doris Gibson 

who has passed away at the age of 93. 
Carole Helton 
• Please lift up Carole in prayer for God’s comforting 

presence as she grieves the loss of her daughter 
LaDonna who passed into the loving arms of Jesus 
today. Please also pray for LaDonna’s siblings Gary and 
Janetta as they are feeling deep loss.  

Bonnie Pence 
• Please pray for two couples in her family who are facing 

divorce. Please pray for God’s hand in their lives 
Jeff Johnson’s friend Ben 
• Ben’s cancer has spread to his bones. Please pray for the 

Holy Spirit to work in his heart and lead him to a 
relationship with Christ. 

Linda Griffith 
• Thank you for your prayers as Jake has been doing real 

well and is ready for his next steps. Thank God that 
Jake has Christian workers who are helping him and 
who really like working with him. Please keep praying 
for the entire situation. 

Week of 2/13
Carole Helton 
• Thank you for your continued prayers for her daughter 

LaDonna. 
 Jeff Johnson  
• Please pray for Jeff’s friend Ben and his family as he has 

been diagnosed with prostate cancer.  
John Libiez’s sister JoAnna 
• Please pray for the close friends and family of John 

Libiez’s sister Joanna who passed away in her sleep in 
the early hours of Wed. Feb 9 in her hometown in 
Illinois. Joanna was a long time registered nurse and 
hospital nursing administrator in the Whittier, Ca area. 
She had retired to her hometown some years ago. 

Karen and David Ecklund’s daughter Gretel 
• Karen shares gratitude for our prayers and reports that 

her daughter Gretel is getting better every day as we 
have been praying for healing from Covid and a heart 
condition. 

Week of 2/06
Barry Neville’s friend Larry DePaulis 
• Barry thanks us for our prayers and asks that we now 

pray for God’s comforting presence as his friend Larry 
passed away after his battle with Covid. 

Gerry Todd 
• Please pray for Gerry and Linda as Gerry recovers from 

a heart attack. 
Ron Sprague 
• Please pray for Tiffany Meaney’s father Ron who has 

been in the the hospital with a serious medical issue. 
Please pray for Ron’s care and wellbeing during this 
time. 

Sherrie Schiff’s cousin Jack 
• Please pray for Sherrie’s cousin Jack who is receiving 

chemotherapy and suffering terrible side effects. Please 
pray that the treatments are effective and side effects 
tolerable. 

On-Going Prayer:
Gerry Todd, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Dori Gibson. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, Rob. 
Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. Dave Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Mike 
Voegtlin. Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, Karen. Sarah Hane’s grandmother, 
Betty. Bill Tudor’s daughter, Laura. 

Loss: 
Please pray for the family and friends of: Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, JoAnna Libiez, Chris 
Barham, Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy 
Boucher, Adrian Mingo, Sue Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn 
Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin “Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie 
Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher 
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayers and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God.” - Philippians  4:6,7 

To share a prayer request, please email us at prayer@orcaschurch.org 

mailto:prayer@orcaschurch.org


OPPORTUNITIES 
Buildings & Grounds - Looking for a lead landscape advisor and volunteers to help with mowing 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 2 - Ash Wednesday: Day of Prayer and Fasting, service @ 6:00pm in the sanctuary 
March 5 - Film: To The Ends of the Earth (MAF) @ 6:30pm 
March 6 - Matthew Carter commissioning (during morning worship service) 
April 9    - Spring Cleanup Day @ 9:00am with donuts and coffee - 1pm BBQ to follow 
April 10  - Palm Sunday 
April 14  - Maundy Thursday concert with Jeff Johnson, Marc Gremm and Janet Marie Chvatal @ 6:30pm 
April 15  - Good Friday service @ 6:30pm 
April 16  - Holy Saturday: A Day of Preparation and Waiting, 9:00am - 2:00pm in the sanctuary 
April 17  - Sunrise Service on Mt. Constitution 
April 17  - Easter Service @ 10:00am 

ONGOING Events 
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study @ 9:30 -11:15am in the Sanctuary: Get Out of Your Head 
Tuesday Night Zoom Bible Study with Pastor Brian @ 7:00pm: Isaiah for You by Tim Chester 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 7:00am in the Family Center: The First Book of the Maccabees 
Celebrate Recovery Thursdays @ 5:00pm in the Family Center 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center- 1st, 2nd & 3rd John 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 
Deacons 
Ethna Flanagan - Chair -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com 
Catherine Smith - Vice Chair - cathaybrown@gmail.com  
Peggy Beebe - Secretary - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Bob Cull - bob@robertcull.com 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 

John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 
Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Don Mills - dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

Worship Director: Tim Meaney  
(tim@orcaschurch.org) 
Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 

Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 

Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00—2:00pm
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