
 

Devotional: Pastor Ryan 

“Freedom’s just another word for nothin’ left to lose.” 

Just the other day, I heard these words on the radio, and wondered what freedom means for me 
as a Christian. As I asked the question, I found meaning in the words made famous by Janis Joplin 
in her only #1 hit song, Me and Bobby McGee.  

And that’s this: “nothin’ left to lose” happens when we give ourselves over 100% to Christ. 
Offering up our whole self as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God- this true Freedom!  We 
have nothin’ left to lose because giving our self to Christ is gaining freedom! 

Freedom is transformational. 

Freedom is transformational, both internally and externally. An example of external freedom is 
American independence from the British Monarchy. On July 4th, 1776, civic life was transformed 
with a new birth for the United States by their declaration of independence, celebrating freedom 
from King George III’s rule.  

Another type of freedom is internal, such as soul freedom. Soul freedom is the freedom from the 
stronghold of sin in our lives. When we repent, we are forgiven, and have our minds renewed 
according to God’s good will. The Apostle Paul calls this a new birth… becoming a new creation. 

In both cases “nothin’ left to lose” is 
like a butterfly shedding the corpse of 
the cocoon. The old is gone, it’s a 
complete loss, and the new is here. 
Freedom! 

Many of us have experiences of 
freedom firsthand, such as freedom 
from a controlling person or situation, 
or from past hurts and un-forgiveness. 
I pray all of us will experience the total 
freedom found in Christ. Freedom in 
Christ is freedom that gives us 
“nothin’ left to lose” because everything is gained.   

Freedom is FREE! 

This month, we celebrate freedom and independence as a country, recognizing that freedom 
came at a great cost. For many, the cost of freedom is an impossible expense. Spiritual freedom 
came at the cost of the cross. Yet, this free gift is offered to anyone who will receive it. This is what 
is so amazing about grace! 

We love hearing freedom stories. If you have one you would like to share, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out. 

Happy Freedom! — Pastor Ryan 
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The Connection 
“…so that all the members care for each other.” 1 Cor. 12:25

“For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.”  
- Philippians 1:21 



Deacon Spotlight: Kathleen Mills 

I love this month!  For years Don and I would 
schedule our two-week sailing adventure to the 
San Juan Islands to begin on or around the 4th 
of July.  That's when God ended up grabbing 
our attention to move to Orcas Island.   

In July 2019, while anchored out in Deer Harbor, 
I cut the tip of my thumb while slicing into a 
lemon.  Nothing too serious, but we were going 
to need to hit a pharmacy for sure!  A couple of 
young physicians who had been hiking 
Turtleback Mountain just happened to see 
us "thumbing" a ride and took us all the way to 
Eastsound.  After visiting Ray's, we were walking 
around town when we happened upon a picture on a real estate bulletin board.  It was 
of the house that would soon become our Orcas Island home.  Lemons to lemonade!   

It's hard to say exactly when I became a Christian, but I was a young adult when I came to the end 
of what I thought was the road to true success in life.  I was singing and dancing in a national tour 
of "Mame" starring Juliet Prowse.  Week after week on the road, and night after night in hotels, I 
was exhausted and wondering, "Is this really all there is?"  In desperation one night, I reached for 
a Bible out of the hotel's nightstand.  It was the King James Version, and I couldn't understand a 
thing it was saying. 

Then, just before Christmas, the "Mame" tour unexpectedly closed and we were all sent home.  At 
that low point in my life, a church called me to see if I would dance a solo for their Christmas Eve 
service.  Accepting this invitation put me on a new road.  I began attending church.  A sermon 
series presenting the truth claims of Christianity sunk in.  I came to know and believe that Jesus is 
the way and the truth and the life (John 14:6).  I prayed a simple prayer for Jesus to come into my 
heart and save me from my sin.  Life has never been the same since.  

I have enjoyed this first year serving as a Deacon at OICC and consider it an honor to be able to 
pray for you all by name.  May the God who saves continue to turn your lemons to lemonade! 
 

Member Spotlight: Linda & Harlow Cameron 

As I sat with Harlow and Linda at their 
home in the glorious sunshine, laughter 
was the order of the day. It filled our 
conversation as we talked about moments 
from their wonderful journey that led 
them to each other and to Orcas. Their 
tender love for one another is evidenced 
in the way Harlow recounts the details of 
how they met at OICC in 1978 (Harriet 
Miller was their matchmaker!), and Linda 
interjects, “You can get to the good part, 
dear.” The good part - being married in 
the Sanctuary 4 months later. 
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Member spotlight continued… 

Harlow comes from a family of California citrus farmers who settled on Orcas in 1970. Linda’s 
family dates all the way back to her great great aunt, Agnes Flaherty. Their beautiful home, which 
Linda affectionately calls the Cameron “BBL&D” (Bed,Breakfast,Lunch&Dinner), was completed in 
2006, after which they became Orcas residents in 2008. They still thank God every day for the 
beauty of their miracle property and that they get to enjoy it and share it with so many near and 
dear to them. “God is so good in how He puts the pieces together,” Linda shares. 

In addition to their many years on Orcas, they have a long history of being part of OICC. Harlow’s 
mother sang in the choir, Linda’s mother played the organ and her father was an Elder for many 
years. Linda’s grandfather and Harlow’s father even helped build the current Sanctuary. Harlow 
served a term on the OICC Elder Board and currently serves on the Buildings and Grounds team. 
Linda has been involved in the Women's Ministry through the years. They served 8 years together 
as part of the kitchen crew for youth camp. They thank God for the Godly leadership and Biblical 
teaching that we get every week from the amazing staff the Lord has assembled at OICC. 

Our laughter continued and they shared with me that laughter is a family legacy they carry on 
together with their daughter Mindy, her husband Chris, and their 2 grandchildren. The gratitude in 
their hearts and joy on their faces brightened my day, reminding me of Psalm 126:2, “Our mouths 
were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, ‘The 
LORD has done great things for them.’” - written by Kimberley Sasan 

Staff Focus: Jimmy Stringer 

If you have ever spent any time 
talking with Jimmy Stringer, you will 
quickly notice that he is not from 
around these parts. “Yes, ma’am”, 
“No, ma’am”, in a slow drawl 
squarely puts him from the South. 
Jimmy was born and raised in 
Mississippi with three sisters. He 
attended Jim Hill High School in 
Jackson and then went on to Hinds 
Community College. He left 
Mississippi to live in Florida for 3 
years before coming to Orcas Island. 

Jimmy met Sylvia on a camping trip to Orcas and they became good friends. They stayed in 
contact after Jimmy went home for about 5 years before deciding to get married, which has 
turned out to be a truly wonderful decision. (You can ask either one of them and they will tell you!) 

Jimmy has recently been hired by OICC for a custodial and maintenance position. His work history 
makes him highly qualified: truck driver instructor, supervisor over tree cutting crews, home 
electrical training, and a lifetime of experience with carpentry and plumbing. And he can cook! 

Jimmy willingly shares that he has been a Christian for over 20 years. He says it started with Walk 
to Emmaus which is “an experience of Christian renewal and formation” where he made his 
commitment to follow Christ. Jimmy continues his spiritual growth through Bible studies, 
programs, Christian music, and strongly believes in the power of prayer. He loves serving others 
and being a part of the OICC team. 
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High School Camp 2022

A big thank you to everyone who helped put together the youth camp! 

From the leaders, supporters, and whole church for praying, it sounds like they had a wonderful 
experience. Jon and Sarah gave us this short summary, but I am sure we will hear more in the 
coming days!

We left on an adventure with no phones, no technology, and returned with a new opinion and 
insight into spending time with God and connecting with one another.  

We had an amazing time being unplugged and in nature. We played many competitive games, 
played in the water and spent a lot of time in silence in the middle of the grass fields staring at the 
stars. We ate amazing homemade food from the wonderful camp hosts.  

Our students were challenged during this camp to unplug from social media and the technologies 
that suck up our time and instead plug into God. We were led in worship each morning and 
evening session by our student worship leaders.  

We are very thankful for all the prayers and support for our students and our leaders. God is 
good. — Orcas Student/Youth Ministry  
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Top left: Shea Spinner, Alina Daoust, Evan Kulper, Brian Wright, TJ Liblick, Ryan Derr, Ethan Moss, Bethany Carter, Ava 
Ashcraft, Phil Carter, Jon Hane, Front: Sarah Hane, Justin Derr, Meriel Griffith, Isaac Moss



June Prayer Requests…. 
Week of 6/26
Pastor Ryan 
• Please pray for Pastor Brian as he is home because of sickness. 

Please pray for our church that our identity is in Christ, and 
the focus of our heart is to love God and others. 

Harold Hurne 
• Thank you for everyone who is reaching out and making meals 

as Debbie recovers from her surgery to fix her broken arm. 
Pray also for him as he fell and dislocated something in his 
back. 

Tim Meaney 
• Please pray their family as Tim as he finishes up his work at 

OICC in the next few weeks and focusses on spending more 
time with family and focusing on what is next. 

Theresa Boucher 
• Please pray for Jenny as her doctors are trying to diagnose 

something that has been giving her trouble in addition to 
celiac. 

Rob Jochim 
• Praises God that his friend was released from prison after the 

judicial system “saw the light” and discovered his life sentence 
convictions were based upon false accusations. 

Emily Carpenter 
• Please pray for her and her upcoming baby that all things fall 

into place and line up at the perfect time for all those who are 
helping with their home birth.  

Bogdan 
• Shares praise for the wonderful worship team and for Tim’s 

leading. 
Cheryl and Jeremy 
• Please pray for their family as they found work and are now 

looking for a place for full time residence on the island. 
Pamela Carpenter 
• Shares praise for her father in heaven and their 51 years of 

marriage with her husband Craig. 
Faith Heath 
• Pray for her daughter’s travel to Orcas and safe arrival. 
Betsy Kingsley 
• Please pray for their granddaughter Elli for healing in her eyes 

and a heart towards God as she celebrates her 8th birthday. 
Week of 6/19
Barbara Otis 
• Barbara passed away yesterday afternoon to be with her 

sisters, brother, son Greg, husband Bob, her parents, and many 
many friends. Her son Jeff says that “I now see her embraced 
by the light and love of God.” 

Cindy Andrew’s sister 
• Please pray for Cindy Andrew’s sister Susan Hensel. Sue was 

recently diagnosed with stage 4 metastatic pancreatic cancer.   
Her greatest desire is to be home, so Cindy is going to 
Delaware, where Sue lives, to be with her for hospice care. 

Jen Macy 
• Shares an update on her brother John Maxwell. He is still 

awaiting a bypass surgery and please continue to pray that his 
surgery gets scheduled. John thanks us for our prayers. 

Linda Griffith 
• Jake Griffith is moving from Western State Hospital to a 

Volunteers of America Home, please pray for this move and 
transition as it is a special challenge for those with autism. 
Please pray for God’s peace and presence in this move. 

Brian Moss (online requests) 

• For letting go of hurts and forgiveness 
• Prayers for this life to make it count and make a difference for 

the sake of the Gospel. 
Week of 6/12
Jon Hane 
• Thanks the church for their prayer and financial support as 

they take 12 students off for camp. 
Faith Heath 
• Shares a prayer for the seniors who dropped out and didn’t 

graduate. 
Ethna Flanagan 
• Shares a prayer for all the kids who haven’t done so well and 

been successful in school as we are also celebrating the new 
graduates. 

Angie Johnson 
• Shares a praise that she and Jeff just celebrated 31 years of 

marriage and are moving to a ranch in Pocatello Idaho 
Vicki Twedell 
• Please pray for healing of an infection in her cheek. 
Matthew Carter 
• Shares gratitude that he found a place to stay in Idaho and is 

departing soon. Please pray as he starts his mission work in 
Idaho for MAF. 

Janna Carter 
• Shares a praise to God that her son Landon’s swollen lymph 

node is benign and no infection and is completely resolved. 
Andy Troxel (Update) 
• "Thank you all so much for your prayers! We really felt God’s 

presence and all of your love and support. Surgery went 
smoothly. The whole team was lovely and supportive! We’re 
home now. Andy’s doing as well as can be expected and 
needing to take it slow for the next six weeks as he recovers. 
We’ll get the results of the biopsy in the next couple weeks. 
We’re grateful for your continued prayers and support!” 

Barbara Otis 
• Please pray for Barbara who is in Skagit Valley Hospital and 

not doing well. Multiple organ failures, respiratory, heart and 
kidney. I’m on the ferry now to go see her.  Appreciate prayers 
for an easy transition or recovery, though recovery seems 
unlikely. 

Week of 6/05
Andy Troxel 
• Please be in prayer for Andy who has been diagnosed with 

melanoma and will have surgery Wednesday, June 8 to remove 
the melanoma and biopsy lymph nodes to determine next 
steps for treatment. Please pray with them that the melanoma 
has not spread into the lymphatic system and that the recovery 
is smooth. 

Kathleen Tudor 
• Please lift Kathleen up in prayer as she has an upcoming 

surgery on 6/10 for her right dominant hand.  She’s been told 
it’s a big surgery and that she will be unable to use her right 
hand for three months afterwards. 

Sarah Hane’s Grandmother 
• Please pray for Sarah’s grandma Betty who has been admitted 

into the hospital with low blood pressure, low heart rate, and 
many symptoms of sickness.  We pray Betty would know Jesus 
as Lord and also pray for Sarah’s mother who is very scared for 
her. 

On-Going Prayer:
Kathleen Tudor, Andy Troxel, Debbie Hurne, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, 
Rob. Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. Dave Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Mike Voegtlin. 
Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, Karen. Sarah Hane’s grandmother, Betty. Bill Tudor’s 
daughter, Laura. 
Loss:
Please pray for the family and friends of: Barbara Otis, Ben Spaulding, Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, Chris 
Barham, Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy Boucher, Adrian 
Mingo, Sue Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin 
“Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane 
James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Buildings & Grounds - Looking for a lead landscape advisor and volunteers to help with mowing 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
July 3: After Church BBQ and Patriotic Music with Ron Myers, Invite your friends! 
July 5 - 8: Vacation Bible School 12:45-3:15 
July 9: Timothy James Meaney Concert at 7pm 
July 10: Family BBQ at 5pm at the Family Center 
July 24: Selah Service with Jeff Johnson and Emi and Lisa Carter at 5pm 

ONGOING Events 
Women’s Summer Book Study @ 10:00 -11:30am in the Family Center: Drawing Near  
Tuesday Night Zoom Bible Study with Pastor Brian @ 7:00pm: A Deeper Look at James 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 6:30am in the Family Center: 1 Corinthians 
Celebrate Recovery Thursdays @ 6:00pm in the Family Center 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center: Daniel 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 
Deacons 
Ethna Flanagan - Chair -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com 
Catherine Smith - Vice Chair- cathaybrown@gmail.com  
Peggy Beebe - Secretary - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Bob Cull - bob@robertcull.com 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 

John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 
Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Don Mills - dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

Worship Director: Tim Meaney  
(tim@orcaschurch.org) 
Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 

Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 

Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00am - 2:00pm
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