
 

Deacon Devotional 

The Gift of Grief 
Have you ever tried to stand in an ocean 
with crashing waves? They are powerful and 
can knock you over, disorientating you while 
you struggle to regain your balance. 
Rather than resisting, you can turn and face 
the wave and dive in.  I found if I let God 
carry me through my waves of grief, I come 
out the other side with buoyancy. Getting 
lighter with each crashing wave. 

Matthew 5:4 God blesses those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 

With God at my side, I have learned to dive into the waves of grief, letting the sorrow wash 
through me. My faith has given me the gift of acceptance and trust in God’s will. In the early days, 
without faith, it took me years to accept and find peace. Now grief is way too familiar and my faith 
is strong. 

Psalm 34:18 The Lord is close to the broken hearted, he rescues those whose spirits are crushed. 

By trusting in God, I have found the gift in grief. I am reminded how deeply I experienced love, 
and how much I was loved. I came to feel gratitude for the time I was able to spend with my loved 
ones. I learned to see the gifts my loved ones had left with me.  A work ethic, a love of music, to 
value each day and worry less, to laugh more, to dance, be present in my body and enjoy moving, 
to seize the day and to love more. 

John 16:33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have 
many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world. 

I pray that you too, will find the gifts in your grief and will experience God’s prevailing peace. 

Ethna Flanagan  
Deacon Chair 
 

Did You Know… 

The Community Church has produced two cookbooks commemorating 
our first 100 and 125 years respectively.  Not only do these cookbooks 
offer a window into the past, there are some real treasures.  You can 
download these cookbooks free online at www.orcaschurch.org/
resources/oicc-cookbooks 
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The Connection 
“…so that all the members care for each other.” 1 Cor. 12:25

http://www.orcaschurch.org/resources/oicc-cookbooks
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Deacon Spotlight: Catherine Smith 

I count it all joy that the boundary lines have fallen for 
me in pleasant places! The Calling of God on my life 
to accept the invitation of being one of your Deacons 
has brought me great joy! I love calling our people to 
see what they’re up to, to ask for prayer requests and 
to brighten their days and mine by the interaction, 
even if it is just by phone.   

An introvert by nature, I find it energizing to get out of 
my tiny circle to reach out with smiles and 
encouragement to those around me.  God has 
blessed me richly by my obedience to do, sometimes, 
what I’m reluctant to do.  He met me on a church pew 
at a very low period in my life, bringing someone to 
sit beside me when I asked for it.  Her name was 
Hope...really! That was the beginning of my 
deepened walk with Jesus in 1993.  I pray all of you 
reading this will be encouraged to ask for what your 
heart desires so that Jesus can show up and begin 
calling you to do things for him, to be His hands and 
feet in this tired world and be blessed! 

Member Spotlight: Bev Ohlman 

Dear Wonderful Friends and Family, 

Last month on December 23rd I had my 86th birthday, 
which have been years of wonderful blessing, joy, 
family and friends!  
I’m here in northern Idaho in a nursing home. It is a 
great place and where Jim went to be with the Lord on 
Feb 24, 2020, which was a couple of weeks after we 
were here. Danny and Stacey live in Post Falls, about 
15 minutes west of Coeur d’Alene. They take care of 
me and of all my things so that I have nothing to worry 
about! 
I have so many wonderful memories of all of you over 
the years. God has been so good to us and lovingly 
provided for all our needs.   
Heaven is closer now than ever before and I recall with 
much joy all of you that have written to me this 
Christmas.  There is only the impatience in me for the 
Lord’s call to take me home.  
My love and blessings to all of you this year of 
2022 and beyond! Here in Idaho it is all snowing 
so beautifully and I am tucked securely into my 
last earthly home.   
Love to you all, see you in heaven! 

Bev Ohlman 
Creekside Inn Memory Care 
240 E Kathleen Ave 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83815 
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Dan and Bev Ohlman with new puppy “Charli”

From Dan:  
“Bev is of very sound mind at this time. If you talk 
with her you will figure this out very quickly. She is 
that same women you all know and love. She 
loves reading her Bible and most days spends 
time doing that, when not sleeping. She is very 
upbeat, very happy, laughs and really enjoys her 
room and community!! It is very nice and cozy 
with a nice view and furnishings. Thanks for ALL 
the Christmas cards as she got a TON!! She loved 
them all and loves everyone who sent the cards. 
THANKS!!”



January Prayer Requests…. 
Week of 1/30
Peggy Beebe 
• Thank you for praying for her mother Linda as she is 

moving into assisted living! 
Barry Neville 
• Please pray for Barry’s dear friend Larry DePaulis who is 

an honorable Christian man who is fighting Covid-19 on 
a ventilator. 

Faith Heath 
• Please pray for those suffering around the world as a 

result of natural disasters, especially the hurting and 
vulnerable 

Jon Hane 
• Praise God that the OICC students raised over $300 and 

are sponsoring a child in Haiti. 
Jim Deuel 
• Please continue to pray for his brother who is fighting 

an infection as a result of his back surgery. 

Week of 1/23
Dori Gibson 
• Please pray for Pam Carpenter’s 92 year old mother Dori 

who suffered a heart attack and is recovering in Florida 
Joanna Reynolds 
• Please pray for Joanna Reynolds as she will be traveling 

to Pennsylvania for a memorial service this coming 
week. A very close family friend passed away 
unexpectedly. Please pray for comfort, peace, and 
traveling mercies. 

Week of 1/16
Sylvia McKinney 
• Jimmy asks that we pray for Sylvia who visited the 

surgeon with high numbers. 
Chris Jensen 
• Praise God that his health is improving and he is 

released from the hospital. 
Ryan Carpenter 
• Prays shares a prayer by Martin Luther King Jr that 

examines our own heart as we recognize our need for 
forgiveness as we reaffirm our desire to love God with 
our hearts, souls, minds as love our neighbor as Christ 
loved us. 

Week of 1/9
The Mosses 
• Pastor Brian shares word of gratitude for celebrating 25 

years of marriage with Stephanie and for our prayers 
for their safe travels. 

The Staub’s 
• Please pray for the Staub’s young friend Gus, who after 

being sick for a week and 24 hours in ICU, has been 
diagnosed with diabetes. Please pray for his recovery 
and for his parents as they learn and adapt their family 
to his care. Also, pray for his twin brother as he is being 
tested. On a large scale please pray for all children. 
According to Gus’s doctors the CDC is seeing a big spike 
in juvenile diabetes with kids who had Covid. 

Tom Douglas 
• Please pray for Tom Douglas as he recovers from an 

open heart surgery and quadruple bypass. Sue shares a 
word of praise for the amazing skills of the surgeons. 
Please pray for Tom’s recovery. 

The Gerards 
• Please pray for safe travels for Don and Marion who are 

leaving for Arizona tomorrow. Also, pray for healing for 
Don who had a recent operation on his arm and hand 
to remove cancer.  

Heather Malone 
• Please pray for former islander and church member 

Heather who fell and had successful surgery for her 
injured right shoulder. Heather needs to limit her 
mobility during the healing period. 

Week of 1/2
Chris Jensen 
• Iris Eastman shares a prayer request from Chris Jensen. 

Chris grew up on the island, has been attending church 
on-line, and was a regular at our Zoom coffee hour. 
Chris's wife was in the hospital from December 31st 
through January 2, 2022 and now Chris is in the 
hospital since January 3, 2022. Please pray for his 
health and kidney problems.  The Jensen’s have been 
married for over “50” years and depend on each other 
for health and support. 

On-Going Prayer:
Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Dori Gibson. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, Rob. Jon Hane’s 
biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. Dave Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Kathy Staub’s friends, 
Candace and Kami. Mike Voegtlin. Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, Karen. Sarah 
Hane’s grandmother, Betty. Bill Tudor’s daughter, Laura. 

Loss:
Please pray for the family and friends of: Chris Barham, Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina 
Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy Boucher, Adrian Mingo, Sue Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, 
Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin “Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law 
Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher. 

 

3

THE CONNECTION FEBRUARY 2022

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayers and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God.” - Philippians  4:6,7 

To share a prayer request, please email us at prayer@orcaschurch.org 

mailto:prayer@orcaschurch.org
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members ad a few musicians 

Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

Communion - If you would like to receive a home visit and receive communion, contact 
ryan@orcaschurch.org

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 
DEACONS 
Ethna Flanagan - Chair -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com 
Catherine Smith - Vice Chair- cathaybrown@gmail.com  
Peggy Beebe - Secretary - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Bob Cull - bob@robertcull.com 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 
John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 
Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Don Mills - dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 
 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss (brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter (ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane (jon@orcaschurch.org) 
Worship Director: Tim Meaney (tim@orcaschurch.org) 
Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss (stephanie@orcaschurch.org) 
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski (carol@orcaschurch.org) 

Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 
Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10-2 pm 
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ONGOING EVENTS 
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study @ 9:30 -11:15am in the Sanctuary: Get Out of Your Head, by 
Jenny Allen 
Tuesday Night Zoom Bible Study with Pastor Brian @ 7pm: Isaiah for You by Tim Chester 

Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 7am in the Family Center: The First Book of the Maccabees 
Celebrate Recovery Thursdays @ 5pm in the Family Center (call 360-376-6422 for more information) 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8am in the Family Center- 1st, 2nd & 3rd John
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