
 

 

Devotional: The Power of Friendship 

In the book of Daniel, we read a 
story of exile, loyalty, miracles, 
and prophecy. It is also a story of 
friendship. At the beginning of 
the book, we are introduced to 
Daniel and his three friends. 
These friends receive new 
Babylonian names, and we are 
most familiar with them by these 
names: Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 

These young men were put 
through the most challenging 
circumstances as they were 
exiled into a world of 
degradation and idolatry. It took 
everything within them to avoid 
giving into the pressures and 
power offered to them in this 
new world. 
 
They refused to eat the food and drink of this pagan society. Instead, they sought to honor 
the Lord through all of their actions. In the end, their prayers to the Lord were enough for 
the king of Babylon to sentence them to death in a fiery furnace. We all know what 
happened next. The fire did not hurt them. Instead, there was another figure who showed 
up present with them. 

We can only imagine what it was like to experience what they went through. They were in a 
spiritual battle royale, but they must have found great comfort in the fact that they were 
not fighting this battle on their own. They had each other, and, most importantly, they had 
the presence of God with them during their trial and testing. 

I hope that all of us have or will seek out friends who can encourage us in our worship of 
the true God. This is one of the reasons why we need to choose our friends wisely and 
carefully. When we start to go astray, will our friends encourage us to stay on the right path 
or lead us down the road to destruction? 
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“…so that all the members care for each other.” 1 Cor. 12:25



I am greatly encouraged by the witness of Daniel and his three friends. I pray that all of us 
will be able to experience the power of a friendship like this. 

“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;  
wisdom and power are his.  
He changes times and seasons;  
he deposes kings and raises up others.  
He gives wisdom to the wise  
and knowledge to the discerning.  
He reveals deep and hidden things;  
he knows what lies in darkness,  
and light dwells with him.”  

 — Daniel 2:20-22 (NIV) 

Member Spotlight: Welcome Theo Wilde Carpenter 

Congratulations to Matt and Emily Carpenter who 
recently welcomed Theo Wilde Carpenter into 
their loving family! Theo joins a handsome lineup 
of 5 sons: Matt’s sons Kaiden (14), Kirin (11), and 
Matt and Emily’s sons Eli (5), Finn (3), and Theo 
(born July 7th). After my recent conversation with 
Emily, it’s clear to me that she thrives in 
motherhood with grace and beauty, and that their 
children are truly “a gift from the Lord; they are a 
reward from Him.” (Ps. 127:3) 

Matt comes from (and continues on) with a legacy 
here on Orcas Island beginning in the early 80s. In the late 90s he and his brother (Ryan!) 
took over The Deer Harbor Inn Restaurant. A special place that many of us knew and loved 
for many years. Special for a myriad of reasons including being the place where Matt and 
Emily first met.  

Emily came to Orcas in the summer of 2014 to work and live for a few months. She had 
just returned to the US from Taiwan where she had been working with Youth With A 
Mission. Matt and Emily became fast friends and as God would have it, their relationship 
grew into something deeper.  Though Emily would leave Orcas that fall to follow through 
on her plans which were already in motion, their relationship would continue to grow. They 
were married at Rosario in the spring of 2016.  
From his youth, Matt has been a long time member of OICC. Having grown up attending 
the church, he values the lasting sense of community he feels in his heart and has so much 
gratitude for the support the people of OICC have given him and his children: always  
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being there for him and dependable through 
the years.  Emily attended OICC when she 
first visited in 2014 and really enjoyed being 
part of the church community.  

She says warmly, “OICC has provided 
friendships that I am so grateful for.”  From 
the Sunday preaching to the pastoral care, 
they love our special OICC family.  

Today, Matt owns and operates Matthew’s 
Smokehouse (yummy BBQ!) which opened in 
June 2020. It’s a wonderful upbeat and 
modern, fun family place. Matt and Emily live 
above the restaurant, and Emily shares that 
she “loves seeing families on the lawn 
enjoying the space” as they delight in the 
beautiful scenery and share the delicious 
food.  

And speaking of food, they would love to 
thank everyone who has been part of the meal 

train that brought them meals for 2 weeks! Just another beautiful example of the loving 
and supportive community God has blessed us with at OICC.  

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it 
helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” 
(Eph. 4:16) 

Ministry Focus 
 

Rick Boucher, among all his other talents, is a not-so-well-
known thespian. Whenever there is a skit in VBS, you will find 
Rick in the leading role! Recently, he played Pharaoh. He 
agonized over the motivation and intention of his character. 
However, he needn’t ever worry about his performance. His 
audience of all ages in VBS are mesmerized, if not a little 
perplexed (Pharaoh with a teddy bear?).  

Rick is a servant at heart, and his desire is that the kids learn 
and know Christ. He may never get an Academy Award, but we 
know that God is smiling and enjoying the wonderful 
performance of our very own talented actor, Rick Boucher. 
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A Very Special Friend to Orcas  

Jeff Johnson has produced music since his early teens, and started Ark Records in "a small 
studio in our house with a friend back in 1977" (Tigard, Oregon).  Since then, Ark Records 
has produced and distributed over 50 albums, and gained international recognition and 
distribution. Around 1998, he moved Ark Records to Camano Island, Washington, where 
he currently resides with his wife, Susie. 

How did this accomplished musician and 
songwriter become one of our favorite people 
at OICC? It’s a story of longtime friendships with 
Dick Staub and Brian Moss.  Jeff was good 
friends with Brian before he met Dick and he 
came to do music at OICC.  Jeff was a regular 
guest artist at the Kindlingsfest hosted by Dick 
Staub and then, eventually, Celtic Christmas and 
Selah events here at OICC.zJeff shares his story 
of becoming a Christian as a “slow conversion” 
growing up in the faith. He was baptized in the 
First Baptist Church of Portland as a baby. He 
will tell you that he had such a great middle 
school experience that when he got older, he 
joined the youth staff. He feels his Christian 
journey has been one of discipleship with 
wonderful mentors that directed him to great 
books and Bible studies.  

Others along the way influenced him from a very 
early age in his pursuit of music. Pastors and friends like David and Kathy Hastings and 
musicians like Brian Dunning and Phil Keaggy, just to name a few. Jeff has traveled 
extensively and says, “My travels have impacted the color and content of my music.”  

David Rupert (2013) describes the complexities of Jeff’s music this way: “Sample any of his 
50 albums that he has recorded and sold through Ark Records, and you’ll hear hints of Irish 
folk, modern pop, jazz, mystical world music, and historical Christmas tunes. He’s recorded 
concept albums based on Stephen Lawhead books, ancient prayers, and iconic figures. All 
of this variety isn’t just to be clever; rather it’s a celebration of the many nuances that good 
music can absorb.” 

We have been blessed to have Jeff Johnson bring a form of worship called Selah to OICC. 
The Selah service is about the power of silence and communal prayer and singing. A 
typical service will include singing choruses and hymns, instrumental passages often 
combined with readings from the Psalms or Christian Celtic traditions (ie: St. Patrick, etc.) 
along with an extended period of silent prayer.  

This Sunday, August 7, you will be able to experience the Selah service and Jeff’s unique 
style of worship at 5pm and as a special guest in the 10am service. Thank you, Jeff, for 
your years of friendship and sharing your beautiful and amazing talent with our church 
family! 
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July Prayer Requests… 
Week of 7/31
Natalie 
• Please pray for recovery from a broken heart, and for God’s 

peace going forward. 
Dorothy Sundberg 
• Praise God she has recovered from pneumonia and Covid and 

is back at her home. 
Ryan Carpenter 
• Please pray for a friend’s daughter in California whose heart 

collapsed and is in need of an immediate heart transplant and 
healing. 

Rick Boucher 
• Shares an encouragement to read 5 Psalms a day to read all 

150 in the month, and how God will speak to us through it. 
Bari Willard 
• Prayers and Praise for their 10th grandchild Hunter James Lee. 
Timothy Acker 
• Please pray for their work in international justice, and the 

discernment between right and wrong. 
Bob Cull 
• Shares how much he missed the church with Covid.  It is 

wonderful to be back. Thank you for your prayers and cards. 
Marsha Segault 
• Please pray for the pain in her left knee and her upcoming 

appointment. 

Week of 7/24
Carl Capdeville update 
• Carl’s been moved out of ICU and is off of the ventilator and 

feeding tube. His kidneys still aren’t functioning so he’s on 
dialysis. The doctors still haven’t been able to diagnose so that 
has been frustrating for everyone.  Julie is trying to make 
arrangements for what he would need to come home and 
recover. They are so grateful for our continued prayers. He’s 
got a long recovery ahead of him.  

Anica Pederson 
• Please pray for her future mission work, and God’s work in 

Tanzania and Ethiopia. 
Debbie Hurne 
• She shares gratitude to the church for the meals as she has 3 

more weeks of passive motion. Please pray for Harold. 
Dana Sundberg 
• Please pray for 96 year old Dorothy who is in the hospital with 

pneumonia with Covid. 
Sarah Hane’s mother 
• Please pray for Sarah Hane’s mother who tested positive today 

with covid. She has mild symptoms so far. Please pray that it 
stays mild and that she gets better soon. 

Dave and Karen Ecklund’s daughter 
• Please pray for the Ecklund’s daughter, Gretel, who was in a 

boating accident and broke her leg. She had successful surgery 
and no damage to her tendon. Please continue to pray for her 
healing. 

Week of 7/17
Ryan Carpenter 
• Prayers for Pam and Craig Carpenter as they are taking their 

grandkids to Hawaii on vacation. 
Faith Heath 
• Thanks God for the visit with their daughter Heather. 
Marsha Segault 
• Prayers for healing as she and others are home not feeling 

well. 

Carl Capdeville 
• Please continue to pray as the doctors still haven’t been able to 

diagnose what is going on. Carl is still in ICU on a ventilator. 
They’ve started dialysis and have seen a small improvement 
with his kidneys, but is still critical. The family is grateful for 
our prayers. 

Week of 7/10
Marie Troxel 
• Please pray for Marie Troxel as she will be having a pacemaker 

installed Tuesday morning at St. Joe’s. 
Jake Griffith 
• Please pray for Jake as he struggles to accept his new home. 

Pray that he has peace in his new place and for perseverance.  
Jock Anderson 
• Please pray for former OICC member Jock Anderson who is in 

for open heart surgery. Please pray for successful surgery, 
healing and recovery. 

Carl Capdeville 
• The Doty family is requesting immediate prayer for Carl 

Capdeville who is in very critical condition in the ICU at Peace 
Health. The doctors haven’t been able to diagnose his illness. 
Carl is married to Dick and Velma’s daughter, Julie. 

Joanna Reynolds 
• Please pray for Joanna Reynolds mother who broke her foot 

and because of her diabetes is unable to meet the 
requirements for surgery. Please pray that the boot she is 
wearing will help and that she is able to keep weight off of it 
for 8 weeks as she continues to work and care for her husband 
who has dementia. Please pray for God’s care as there are 
many stresses and things to work out. 

Week of 7/03
Sarah Hane’s uncle 
• Please pray for Sarah Hane's uncle, Raymond. He has been in 

surgery for the past nine hours. He has a lot of blood clots in 
his legs and needs prayers for his surgery and recovery. Thank 
you for praying! 

Joanna Reynolds 
• Please pray for Joanna who is sick with Covid. Please pray for 

her and especially for the woman she takes care of.  
Tina Davidson 
• A warm hello and much love from Bev Ohlman who is doing 

great. 
Sarah Hane 
• Thank you praying for uncle who is out of surgery and doing 

very well. 
Robin Riegsecker 
• Please pray for Harlow and Linda Cameron who are sick. 
Brian Moss 
• Joyce Green is asking for your prayers as Don has gone 

missing, and she is unsure where he is. He was last heard from 
at 4:00 pm. Search and Rescue are looking for him at this 
time. Joyce has a neighbor with her and I'm about to head 
over as well. Please pray that they will be able to find Don and 
for his safe return! 

• Good news! Don Green was found and is now resting at home. 
Joyce is relieved and is doing well. Thank you to Orcas Island 
Fire and Rescue and the Sheriff's Department for their 
excellent work. They partnered up with a Coast Guard 
helicopter equipped with infrared technology that was able to 
locate him on a hillside not far from home. And thank YOU for 
your prayers. 

On-Going Prayer:
Kathleen Tudor, Andy Troxel, Debbie Hurne, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, 
Rob. Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. Dave Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Mike Voegtlin. 
Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, Karen. Sarah Hane’s grandmother, Betty. Bill Tudor’s 
daughter, Laura. 
Loss:
Please pray for the family and friends of: Barbara Otis, Ben Spaulding, Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, Chris 
Barham, Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy Boucher, Adrian 
Mingo, Sue Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin 
“Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane 
James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher. 

5

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayers and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your request to God.” - Philippians  4:6,7 

THE CONNECTION AUGUST 2022



OPPORTUNITIES 
Buildings & Grounds - Looking for a lead landscape advisor and volunteers to help with mowing 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Selah Service with Jeff Johnson and Friends. August 7, 5-6pm 
Fall Kick-Off. September 11 after morning service 
Going Beyond Simulcast with Priscilla Shirer. September 24, all day Women’s Event 

ONGOING Events 
Women’s Summer Book Study @ 10:00 -11:30am in the Family Center: Drawing Near  (ends August 16) 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 6:30am in the Family Center: Corinthians 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center: Daniel 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 
Deacons 
Ethna Flanagan - Chair -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com 
Peggy Beebe - Secretary - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Nathan Carter-ncarter10@my.whitworth.edu 
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 
John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 

Cory Foote-coryafoote@gmail.com 
Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Don Mills - dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 
Facilities & Custodial: Bogdan Kulminski 
Custodial: Jimmy Stringer 

Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 

Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00am - 2:00pm
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