
 

Deacon Devotional: by Bob Cull 

Jesus would rather die than 
live without you. 

That is the underlying message 
of the Easter season.  It is not 
just about what He did, but why 
He was willing to do it.  In those 
pivotal moments when He 
prayed in Gethsemane, He 
revealed His astonishing heart of 
love for us, despite His fears for 
what lay ahead.    

He said, “Father, if there is any 
other way that I can have [your name here] with me for eternity without me having to do this, then 
please do that.  Nevertheless (oh, how I love that word!), Your will be done, no matter the cost to 
me.”  Even after 60 years of being a Jesus-follower, those words still give me tears of joy and 
wonder. 

His resurrection assures us that His sacrifice was accepted as payment for our sin-debt.  And it 
assures us that the same heart of love that was willing to die for us is now “always living to make 
intercession” for us. (Hebrews 7:25) 

Have a joyful Easter season, my friends, knowing how loved you are. 

Member Spotlight:  
Greg and Tori Griffith 

When you walk into Greg and Tori’s 
home, you will quickly notice that there is 
a tangible feeling of abiding love. 
Penelope Grace (6) and Isaac Flynn (2) 
are playing outside in the sunshine, while 
Hannah Paisley (4) sits snuggled up into 
her mother and little Evelyn Ruth (5 
months) scoots about from toy to toy. I 
couldn’t help but notice the smiles on 
Greg and Tori’s faces as they glanced 
back and forth at each other while we 
chatted. Truly this home is filled with 
many sites and sounds of a beautiful 
family joyfully living in the goodness of 
God. 
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member spotlight continued…  

Greg grew up on Orcas and comes from a rich history of islanders dating back several 
generations. (If you find yourself in the Orcas Historical Museum, you’ll likely spot a picture of his 
relatives.) Tori made her way to Washington in high school by way of Arizona. They met and fell in 
love when they were both attending college over in Eastern Washington. They were married (in 
the OICC sanctuary!) on November 3rd, 2012 and began their life together. They had always 
hoped to eventually end up on Orcas, and after a visit in the summer of 2020, God confirmed that 
it was time for their family to come. From a place to live to Tori’s job, the doors swung wide open 
and by that November they were here!  

Greg attended OICC with his family from an early age, and even began playing the bass on the 
Worship Team in high school. They have always considered OICC to be a home church and are 
glad to now be part of the OICC family on a regular basis. Tori recalls her excitement in being able 
to tell others at church, “We live here now!” 

Tori loves her work and enjoys being able to serve the community as a Pharmacy Technician at 
Ray’s. Greg is home with their four children and is a member of the Worship Ministry Team at 
OICC. 

If you get the chance to see little Penny dancing for the Lord on Sunday morning, you can tell that 
God’s great intention was to plant them here, that they would flourish, “…bearing fruit in each 
season. That their leaves will never wither, and they will prosper in all they do!” (Psalm 1:3) 

(submitted by Kimberley Sasan) 

Deacon Spotlight: Susan Clark 

Gary and I moved to Orcas Island from the California 
Bay Area in November 2001.  I had just retired after 
working thirty-five great years at Hewlett-Packard 
Company. We discovered this paradise island five 
years earlier while visiting good friends who lived 
here. We purchased property intending to build our 
home, but as God would lead us, we ended up 
buying a sweet farm in Eastsound where we raised 
sheep. Our daughter Lyndsay, her husband Seth, and 
their two daughters, Emma and Sophia live in 
Sonoma, CA. 

I was raised a Catholic, but I slipped away from my 
faith when I was a young adult.  Through God’s grace 
I met Gary, and several years before coming to 
Orcas, we both were led back to church and 
received Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  OICC has 
been our home since our arrival on Orcas. Twenty 
years at one church provides a wonderful 
perspective as I live with and pray for our church 
family. It is such a joy to watch our young kids as they 

grow into fine young adults. I have witnessed the power of prayer and the work of our God who is 
faithful and trustworthy.  As a deacon, I am greatly blessed as I help “tend our flock” with visits, 
sending cards, phone calls, and prayer.  The Deacons are here to help serve you, and I encourage 
you to reach out to any one of us if you have a special request or just need to connect. Spring has 
arrived, and Easter is near. Praising Our Lord for His love. 
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Did You Know… 
Maundy Thursday takes its name from the Latin word 
mandatum, which means mandate or command. 

We celebrate Maundy Thursday as a remembrance of the 
mandate Jesus gave His disciples on the Thursday before 
Easter. 

In John 13, we read that on the night Jesus was betrayed, after 
having demonstrated love for His disciples by washing their 
feet, He said,  “A new command I give you: Love one another.  
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  

On the same night that Jesus broke bread, gave thanks, and 
shared the last Passover supper with His disciples, He imparted 
us with the gift of God’s Maundy, our mandate to LOVE others, 
because God LOVES us!  

We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper this Maundy Thursday 
(April 14th) with the worship leading of Jeff Johnson, Marc 
Gremm and Janet Marie Chvatal @ 6:30pm in the Sanctuary. 

Fun Fact…  
by Bethany Carter 

This month we are pleased to feature a “Fun Fact” 
written by Phil and Janna Carter’s daughter 
Bethany. 

“My name is Bethany and I am a Sophomore in 
high school. I love sports, music and flying. My 
main interest in flying started in fifth grade when I 
went on a flight with my friend. We were shown 
around the airplane, and then taken for a short 
flight around the islands. As soon as the wheels 
left the pavement, I knew I wanted to be a pilot. 
For four years I had to wait to start learning but I 
was able to start my training last summer with help 
from the local Airhawks flying club. I soloed for the 
first time in November and am currently working 
on getting prepared for my checkride that I must 
pass to get my license.  

I love flying because it's fun, challenging and most 
importantly because there are so many ways to 
help people. I was once able to fly along for a 
mercy flight to pick up an elderly lady who had an 
appointment in Bellingham, and saw firsthand the 
great impact that aviation can have. I do not know 
exactly what my flying career will look like in the 
future but I know I want to always be helping people.” - Bethany Carter 
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Christ Washing the Feet of 
the Apostles by Meister 
des Hausbuches, 1475

Getting ready for her first solo flight in the Airhawks 
Flying Club’s Beechcraft “Sundowner” airplane.



Ministry Moment: Loving Meals  
Are you, or someone you know, going through a life 
situation where having meals delivered would be a 
blessing? The Deacons would love to help! If you have ever 
considered signing up to take or receive a meal, please 
reach out. Giving and receiving a meal is a real blessing.   

Hear what others have said about this ministry… 

Amy Parker shares… 

“I began sending out emails to those on our meals ministry 
list  years ago. Growing up I witnessed my parents, who 
didn’t have an overabundance, be very generous with what 
they did have. Friends were always welcome at the dinner 
table and there were many happy gatherings.  

Seeing this example instilled in me this value that this is a very basic and practical way to show the 
love of Jesus. To serve food knowing that God will ultimately provide for us and meet our physical 
needs as we put our trust in Him.  Whether one prepares the meal at home or gets takeout, it is a 
blessing to both the giver and the receiver. I remember making and bringing a meal during leaner 
times. And you know, what? It brought me real joy and my family did not go without, either.” 

Iris Eastman, who faithfully signs up when a need arises, shares what a wonderful blessing it was to 
her and Bob to receive meals after she had surgery in May 2021. It made their lives so much easier 
as she recovered. 

When Jenny and Cory Foote welcomed baby Dorothy a year ago and were in the throws of 
sleepless nights, having dinner brought to them was wonderful and they are very thankful to 
everyone who brought them meals and remembers Marsha Segault giving them an extra crockpot 
for their family of seven! 

Kathy Staub shares her experiences and encourages us all to get involved! 

“I remember receiving meals from a church meal ministry in 1991.  Dick had an appendectomy and 
I was a stay at home mom with 3 little girls.  They offered to bring us meals every other day for 2 
weeks.  I protested because I was home and surely could make dinner.  Older and wiser minds 
insisted and I relented.  They were right!  It made such a difference in our life those 2 weeks.  

Last year when I was ill many of you provided meals for our family.  Our daughters came and went 
helping Dick as I recovered.  Having the “what’s for dinner” responsibility lifted meant the time 
normally spent planning, shopping, and preparing dinner for the family was magically available.  It 
made room in the midst of the other responsibilities of care giving to breathe, to be together, to 
rest, talk and love on each other. 

In both cases the anticipation for the meals was fun for the entire family.  "What will we eat 
tonight?!"  Sharing another family’s dinner provided unexpected connections with people we 
might not know well.  The meal nourished our bodies but it also nourished our souls.  Knowing that 
we were loved and cared for by people outside our family was profound. 

Over the years I have been on the other side of the meal ministry.  I have provided meals for other 
families.  It has been a tangible way for me to express my love and care for families in their time of 
need.  

So if you have not been a giver or receiver in a meal ministry program I encourage you to go for it!  
Sure you have to toss out your fears of “what if they don’t like my food” or “I can make dinner, I 
don’t need help”.  But I can tell you from personal experience I’m grateful those concerns didn’t 
hold me back!” - Kathy Staub 
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Joy of baking with younger Joselyn & Gus
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March Prayer Requests…. 
Week of 3/27
Joanna Reynold’s parents 
• Please pray for Joanna’s father who is recovering from a 

successful knee replacement surgery and suffering from 
dementia, please pray for Joanna’s mother as she 
manages the challenges ahead. 

Mac Hall 
• Please be in prayer for Mac Hall, who has been at the 

Mayo Clinic, Scottsdale, since Sunday with complicated 
kidney problems. 

Kat Barnard 
• Thanks everyone for the opportunity to fundraise for the 

firefighters leukemia lymphoma society and over $8,000 
raised! Also, Kat appreciates prayers for a place to move 
into as she needs to move from her current home by the 
end of May. Please help get the word out if you hear of 
anything available. 

Marsha Segault 
• Please pray for a friend of theirs who has recently been 

diagnosed with breast cancer. 
Tina Davidson 
• Asks for prayers for her friend Kate who is traveling to 

Poland to help with the refugee care in Auschwitz. 
Catherine Smith 
• Praise God for a family who visits each year for 22 

years. 
Jim Deuel 
• Please pray for his friend in Israel for a safe journey to 

London and for healing from back pain and God’s name 
to be glorified. 

Week of 3/20
Timothy Acker 
• Please pray for Putin and for God to give him an “out”. 
Linda Griffith 
• Praise God that they were able to meet with Jake inside 

in person. Praise God for how well he is doing and how 
well he is responding to his counselor Sonya who is a 
believer.  Please continue to pray for Jake as he is 
transitioning from Western Hospital to a Volunteer of 
America home in Everett.  

Edee Kulper 
• Praise God for how good it is to “see” people today. 
Tina Davidson 
• Bev Ohlman says hello to all her friends at Orcas Island 

Community Church. 
Don Mills 
• Please pray for his friend Randy Roland who is on a list 

for a kidney transplant. 
Faith Heath 
• Praise God for her father’s 101st birthday and continue 

to pray for his right leg and healing from cellulitis. 
Jon Hane 
• Shares that his professor who is pastoring a church who 

is half Russian and half Ukrainian. Please pray that the 
love of Christ will be present and Jesus seen above all 
situations. 

Brian Moss 
• Please pray for Levi who is in the Bahamas for Spring 

Break doing hurricane relief work on a mission trip with 
other cadets. 

Anonymous 
• Please pray for mental and emotional healing from 

domestic violence. 
Ryan Carpenter 
• Thanks Edee for the story about Kelly’s 20 years on 

Orcas and for God’s gift in their family and relationship 
together. 

Week of 3/13
Faith Heath 
• Prayers for her father Ed Case who is battling cellulitis 

in his leg.  
Jimmy Stringer 
• Please pray for Bogdan Kulminski who is having 

problems with his left should. Please pray for healing. 

Week of 3/06
Dennie Carter 
• Please pray for healing as he undergoes cancer 

treatment in California for prostrate cancer 

On-Going Prayer:
Dennie, Carter, Gerry Todd, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Dori Gibson. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. Dick Evans, Beth 
Reigel’s brother, Rob. Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. Dave Ecklund’s 
friend, Kip. Mike Voegtlin. Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, Karen. Sarah Hane’s 
grandmother, Betty. Bill Tudor’s daughter, Laura. 

Loss: 
Please pray for the family and friends of: Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, Chris Barham, Brian Vedder, 
Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy Boucher, Adrian Mingo, Sue 
Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin 
“Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie Miner’s son and brother, Jim 
Ohlman, Diane James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Buildings & Grounds - Looking for a lead landscape advisor and volunteers to help with mowing 

Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

Vacation Bible School - Join the fun and volunteer at VBS, July 5-8. Contact stephanie@orcaschurch.org  

Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
April 9    - Spring Cleanup Day @ 9:00am with donuts and coffee - 1pm BBQ to follow 
April 10  - Palm Sunday 
April 14  - Maundy Thursday concert with Jeff Johnson, Marc Gremm and Janet Marie Chvatal @ 6:30pm 
April 15  - Good Friday service @ 6:30pm 
April 16  - Holy Saturday: A Day of Preparation and Waiting, 9:00am - 2:00pm in the sanctuary 
April 17  - Sunrise Service on Mt. Constitution 
April 17  - Easter Service @ 10:00am 
June 5     - Annual Congregational Meeting & Pie Social 12pm 
July 5-8   - Vacation Bible School 

ONGOING Events 
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study @ 9:30 -11:15am in the Sanctuary: Seamless (starting April 12th) 
Tuesday Night Zoom Bible Study with Pastor Brian @ 7:00pm: Isaiah for You by Tim Chester 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 7:00am in the Family Center: The First Book of the Maccabees 
Celebrate Recovery Thursdays @ 5:00pm in the Family Center 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center- 1st, 2nd & 3rd John 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 
Deacons 
Ethna Flanagan - Chair -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com 
Catherine Smith - Vice Chair- cathaybrown@gmail.com  
Peggy Beebe - Secretary - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Bob Cull - bob@robertcull.com 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 

John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 
Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Don Mills - dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

Worship Director: Tim Meaney  
(tim@orcaschurch.org) 
Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 

Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 

Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00—2:00pm
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