
 

A Thanksgiving Devotional 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving this year, let us also celebrate Generosity, because gratitude and 
generosity go hand-in-hand. 

 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows  
generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided 
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 
all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: 

 “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;  their righteousness endures 
forever.” 

 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will 
be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through 
us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  — 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

Sometimes we forget that God is a God of abundance, not scarcity. 

Just like the servant who hid his bag of gold in the ground, we too allow fear to make way into our 
mind, and as a result, forget that God is a God of abundance, not scarcity. When we are in a 
scarcity mindset, we tend to become less generous. 

This Thanksgiving, as we reflect on what we are thankful for, let us remember that God is a God of 
abundance, and the more generous we are according to God’s generosity, the more our gratitude 
will increase. 

No matter what the external circumstances may bring, as believers in the God of abundance, we 
trust that God will supply all our needs according to his riches in glory.  Just as the Apostle Paul 
directs us, to “Give Thanks in All Circumstances,” not just the pleasant ones, we too, will “be 
enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

Happy Thanksgiving!  —Pastor Ryan 
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The Connection 
“…so that all the members care for each other.” 1 Cor. 12:25



Fall Carnival Success! 

The annual Fall Carnival was a huge 
success! What a blessing to offer food 
and fun to so many in our community. The 
Lord gave us a clear night and the hills are 
still echoing Pastor Moss as his voice 
resounded with “You’ve won a new car!” 
as the hopeful spun the Wheel of Fortune. 
Bingo was a happening place and cotton 
candy was in little hands everywhere.  

Thank you to our amazing organizer, 
Stephanie Moss. Thank you to the folks 
who donated candy. Thank you to ALL the 
volunteers that participated.  OICC 
regards every member and volunteer with 
THANKSGIVING now and every day of 
the year! 
 

Deacon Spotlight: Nathan Carter 

My parents had always served in the church 
in some aspect, and I always thought that 
being involved in church ministry was 
something members did.  When it finally hit 
home that I would be staying on Orcas 
long-term, I joined OICC as a member and 
soon after was asked if I could help with the 
hospitality ministry.  From there I learned 
that serving in the church was not only 
easier than I thought, but it was also a lot of 
fun and a real blessing.  Yet the Lord had 
always warned me through written wisdom 
and Scripture that service without a ready 
heart was a burden rather than a blessing.  

When Ryan asked if I would be willing to 
serve as a deacon, he presented it as a 
privilege and an opportunity for spiritual 
and communal growth; a chance to know 
God through serving others.  That was 
something my Christian walk had as yet 
been lacking in, and for me being a deacon 
was a deeper step into the faith-filled 
journey of following Jesus.  

 Like much of the Christian life it’s been a 
long journey, but it has indeed been a 

blessing to serve OICC in this manner.  I’ve been impressed more and more about the importance 
of letting God’s hand into everyday life, the blessedness of personally connecting with people, 
and the necessity of a consistent walk with God in order to be spiritually fit for proper service. 
When I first heard the phrase “you gotta serve somebody” I knew it was meant to mean that you 
needed something to worship, whether you chose it or not.  But for me it has another meaning 
purely Christian: to grow in Christ, you have to serve somebody. 

2

THE CONNECTION NOVEMBER 2022



Ministry Moment: The Severe Weather Shelter 

When temperatures this winter drop to 32 degrees or below, the Severe Weather Shelter at Orcas 
Island Community Church is a place for unsheltered and under-sheltered community members to 
find warmth and hospitality. 

The shelter first opened in 2015 in coordination with other churches on the island and with the 
help of the Orcas Island Community Foundation. Since that time, many different community 
members have volunteered to check people in, stay the night, or come to prepare breakfast. 

Guests must check in by 9:00 pm and check out by 8:00 am. All guests must comply with the 
“House Rules,” which are very specific about quiet times, being respectful of others, and that 
safety and security for everyone are the greatest concern. A hot breakfast, coffee, and tea are 
offered in the morning. 

In 2019, the church applied for a grant through the Orcas Island Community Foundation for a 
generator so that lights and heat would stay on for the volunteers and guests. The community 
generously donated $10,492 through the Holiday Gift Catalogue. 

Kellen Comrie is now serving as the shelter coordinator. He 
and other volunteers have worked hard to make the shelter 
a comfortable and welcoming place for all.  

Kellen went to the Exchange and got rugs and lamps and 
used room dividers to make the environment more private 
and comfortable. Kellen’s desire is to de-stigmatize the 
shelter: that people coming in out of the cold do not feel 
like the marginalized, but welcome and part of a 
community, to feel respected and safe, valuable and loved. 
This is Kellen’s heart and why he has taken on this 
important ministry at the church. Kellen explains, “I give 
because I am fortunate enough to have something to give.” 

The shelter offers a $75 stipend for nights served and a 
$10/night incentive for signing up in advance. If you want 
to become a shelter volunteer or know someone who 
could use a winter reprieve when the weather gets below 
32 degrees, please email Ryan Carpenter at 
ryan@orcaschurch.org. 
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Kellen Comrie



Come to the Feast, there is Room at the Table! 

Thanksgiving is not just about the delicious food. Thanksgiving is about sitting around a table 
with family and friends, new and old, sharing gratitude and God’s goodness in community. 

This Thanksgiving, all are invited to share this traditional meal.  
You are encouraged to bring along a friend, neighbor, or other church member. 

How does it work? 

It is a planned potluck, with a signup sheet for sides, and desserts.   
The church provides the turkeys, and if you would like to cook the turkey rather than bring a side 
dish, then please sign up to be one of the turkey cookers.  

This yearly tradition was started by Faith Heath in 2003 when she realized that many living on an 
island were unable to celebrate with their families.  In addition, Faith noticed many church 
members who were either alone, or not able to prepare a large feast, so she began the tradition of 
having Thanksgiving with church friends in our Fellowship Hall. It has been 3 years since we have 
celebrated Thanksgiving at OICC, and the Deacons are excited to start back this tradition and 
welcome your presence in the Fellowship Hall on November 24 at 3:00 pm. 

Please sign up on the sheet at church if you plan to come.  
If you have any questions, please call Faith Heath (360-376-4572) or Carol Kulminksi 
(360-376-6422). 

Did You Know… 

The annual Thanksgiving holiday tradition 
in the United States is documented at its 
earliest in 1619. Thirty-eight English 
settlers aboard the ship Margaret arrived 
by way of the James River at Berkeley 
Hundred in Charles City County, Virginia on 
December 4, 1619. The landing was 
immediately followed by a religious 
celebration, specifically dictated by the 
group's charter from the London Company. 
The charter declared, "that the day of our 
ships arrival at the place assigned for 
plantation in the land of Virginia shall be 
yearly and perpetually kept holy as a day of 
thanksgiving to Almighty God. 
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Thanksgiving Dinner at OICC in 2019

The First Thanksgiving at Plymouth, oil on canvas, by 
Jennie Augusta Brownscombe, 1914.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berkeley_Hundred
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berkeley_Hundred
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_City_County,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Company


October Prayer Requests… 

Week of 10/30

Faith Heath’s father’s household 
• Please pray for her father and his caregiver who have 

come down with Covid.  Thankfully their symptoms are 
mild, but the other caregiver also tested positive and her 
foreign travel plans may now be affected. 

Michael Lewis (passing) 
• Michael was granted a peaceful passing at the Hospice 

House in Bellingham this Saturday after his brief return 
from hospitalization with Covid-19 and lung cancer.  

• Michael moved back to Orcas from California this 
summer and was able to reconnect with friends and 
sobriety for the last three months. Please pray for all 
those who cared for and looked after him over the past 
year and a half. 

Rebekah Griffith 
• Please pray for Bryan and Meredith’s daughter Rebekah 

who has bronchopneumonia and been running a 102’ 
fever for the past 3 days and is super lethargic. Please 
pray that the antibiotics she started taking yesterday 
begin to work for her improvement and recovery. 

Jordan Griffin 
• Please pray for Barbara and Ron’s grandson Jordan who 

has been in and out of the hospital with ongoing health 
issues after having kidney stones removed a few days 
ago.  Jordan is back home now, but not doing well and 
could use our prayers. Please also pray for his mother 
Rachel, who hasn't slept hardly at all for the last couple 
of weeks due to Jordan's ongoing health issues.  

Unnamed islander who passed away 
• Please pray for an island family where mental illness 

and addiction has tragically taken a family member.  Let 
us pray for all concerned: the loss of a young life, and 
the grieving family on the road forward. Please pray that 
in this time of grief, they turn to the Lord for God's love 
and comforting grace and peace. 

John and Linda Libiez  
• Share gratitude for praying for their son-in-law Kevin, 

who made it through the surgery successfully. Please 
continue to pray as the oncologist report came back as a 
cancerous tumor.  Let us pray for Kevin as the doctors 
figure out the treatment plan. 

Week of 10/23 
Michael Lewis 
• Please pray for Michael Lewis who is at Island Hospital 

ICU with Covid-19 pneumonia.While there, the doctors 
discovered an inoperable tumor in his lung. Please pray 
for his healing and recovery. 

Rita Onsum 
• Please continue to pray for Radon and Judy 

Fortenberry’s son Keith. He is now able to go a clinic and 
rehab, continue to pray for his recovery. 

Bob Cull 
• Thank you for praying for his sister Barb while she’s in 

Nepal, continue to pray for her last week there and for 
her protection. 

Betsy Kingsley 
• Please pray for Ray’s sister Carol and her son as they 

grieve the loss of her husband to cancer this week and 
for Betsy’s mom who broke her femur, pray for her 
recovery and rehab. 

Virginia Carrick 
• Virginia's knee surgery went well, she’s in a lot of pain, 

pray for God to relieve her pain. 
Kathy Vandenberg’s sister Lori 
• Please pray for Lori who has had a staph infection since 

September.  Please pray for her healing and that there 
would be a cancellation so Lori can be scheduled soon 
for an upper endoscopy and colonoscopy. 

The Griffiths 
• Please pray for Linda, Mike and Jake as they travel this 

weekend to visit friends in Port Townsend.  Please pray 
for a great visit with friends and a smooth return for 
Jake back to his home in Everett. 

Debbie Hurne 
• Shares praise to the Lord for her arm healing, please 

pray for her eyes since cataract surgery didn’t go well. 
The Bouchers 
• Thank you for your prayers on their trip to Korea, it was 

a wonderful trip and wedding 
Don Green 
• Please pray for him as he is fighting covid, pray for 

recovery and healing for both Don and Joyce 
Nancy Weatherspoon  
• Please pray for her guest from Ukraine who will be 

staying with her, please pray for her as she moves to stay 
in the states for a while. 

Christiane Peterson 
• Please pray as she broke her hip this week, pray for God 

to heal her pain and for her recovery. 
Victoria Drake 
• Please pray that her daughter can get a bed in a rehab 

facility. 

Week of 10/16
Tori Griffith 
• Please pray for all those affected by the Nakia Creek Fire 

near Washougal, Wa. Tori Griffith reports that her father 
along with thousands of others are under a level 2 
evacuation order. Please pray for the safety of the 
community, firefighters and that the fire is contained. 
Yesterday’s strong winds have resided, but rain is 
needed. 

Sherrie Schiff’s cousin Andy’s wife Sandy 
• Sherrie reports: “It is with great sadness that I share the 

news that my cousin's wife, Sandra Hadlock, went to be 
with the Lord. She is at peace and without pain. Please 
pray for my cousin Andy and their family, including their 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, 
during this very sad and difficult time. Andy asked me to 
thank you for your prayers on their behalf.” 

Joanna Reynolds family 
• Joanna reports that her father has just been admitted to 

the hospital with ongoing issues.  Please pray that the 
surgeon can successfully insert a GI tube without issues 
and pain that doesn’t help his dementia and confusion.   

• Joanna also reports that her Aunt Pam’s hysterectomy 
surgery was successful and all the cancer has been 
removed. Aunt Pam wishes to express her gratitude for 
our prayers.  Please continue to pray for her healing and 
recovery and next steps. 

Tony Ghazel 
• Tony shares gratitude to God for his care and hand in his 

mother’s surgery.  
• Also, please pray for safe travels for Tony’s family as 

they are on their way to our youngest son's wedding, 
Christopher grew up on this island and OICC.  Pray for 
a blessed gathering this week and on the wedding day, 
and that God will bless him and his bride for a lifetime 
of His love, care and guidance. 

Sherrie Schiff’s cousin Andy's wife Sandy 
• Sandy is on hospice with her kidneys and liver shutting 

down.  Please pray that Sandy will be comfortable and at 
peace as she enters into God's kingdom. 

Week of 10/9

John and Linda Libiez’s son-in-law 
• Please pray for the removal of a tumor on his lung, pray 

that is it not cancer, and he recovers well. 
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Amy Parker 
• Please continue to pray for soft tissue healing on her 

foot from surgery, as we praise God for her family and 
their help to her. 

Virginia Carrick, 
• Please pray for her knee replacement surgery, that she 

would have fast healing and recovery. 
Bari Willard, 
• Please pray for liver surgery this week, for fast healing 

and recovery. 
Linda Griffith. 
• Shares her praise and gratitude for all your prayers for 

Jake’s last visit, it went very well. 
Bob Cull  
• Shares prayer for his sister Barb and her husband Ross, 

as they teach a conference in Nepal, pray for 
fruitfulness, safety and strength. 

Meredith Griffith 
• Shares a prayer for their daughter Rebekah’s health as 

she is battling symptoms from a chest virus. Also, please 
pray for improvement with Abby’s sleep and restfulness. 

Rita Onsum 
• Please pray for Keith Fortenberry, as he has suffered a 

brain injury and is having surgery. Pray for hope peace 
and comfort through it all. 

Evelyn Jensen 
• Bob & Iris Eastman are asking for prayer for the family 

of  Evelyn Jensen who passed away on October 4th. 
The Rios Family 
• Please pray for the Rios family as Raul’s uncle passed 

away. His wife, Raul’s aunt, was up on Orcas helping this 
summer. Please pray for peace and God’s mercy as they 
travel to be with their family during this time. 

Week of 10/2
Radon and Judy Fortenberry’s son Keith 
• Please pray for Judy and Radon Fortenberry’s son Keith 

who was in a serious car accident and is in surgery with 
traumatic brain injury and bleeding. He is a pastor in 
Heidelberg, Germany. 

Michael Harlow’s biological mother 
• Please pray for all who are grieving the tragic loss of 

Michael’s mother Kara’s passing, and for the police 
detectives investigating the murder. 

Tony Ghazel’s mother 
• Tony shares gratitude for all our prayers and reports that 

his mother was discharged from the hospital and is 
feeling and doing much better. Please continue to pray 
for the doctors' wisdom and timing to repair a leaky 
heart valve.  

On-Going Prayer:
Marsha Segault, Kathleen Tudor, Andy Troxel, Debbie Hurne, Rick Boucher’s sister Ginger. Mercy Haub. Karen Ecklund. 
Dick Evans, Beth Reigel’s brother, Rob. Jon Hane’s biological mother, Toni. Sherrie Schiff. Sherrie’s cousins, Andy and Jack. 
Dave Ecklund’s friend, Kip. Mike Voegtlin. Stephanie Moss’ brother, Johnny, and Aunt Donna. Marsha Segault’s friend, 
Karen. Sarah Hane’s grandmother, Betty. Bill Tudor’s daughter, Laura. 

Loss:
Please pray for the family and friends of: Skyler Gregg, Sandy Hadlock, Michael Lewis, Evelyn Jensen, Michael Harlow’s 
biological mother Kara, Matt McKinley, Barbara Otis, Ben Spaulding, Ted Driggers, Doris Gibson, LaDonna, Larry DePaulis, 
Chris Barham, Brian Vedder, Tori Griffith’s mother, Brian Wright’s father, Regina Benepe, Virginia Carrick’s sister, Dorothy 
Boucher, Adrian Mingo, Sue Lewis, Patti Basart, Cal McLachlan, Kat’s uncle Joe, Rusty Carpenter, Wink Tyree, Carolyn 
Bledsoe, Maarta Sanders, Colin “Tweed” Tweddell, Peggy Beebe’s brother-in-law Rich, Shelley Curtis’ dad Glen, Annie 
Miner’s son and brother, Jim Ohlman, Diane James, Jen Macy’s brother, Phil Boucher. 
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayers and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your request to God.” - Philippians  4:6,7 

To share a prayer request, please email us at prayer@orcaschurch.org 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Kid’s Ministry - Looking for volunteers for our new Kid’s Club on Thursday Evenings 
Worship Audio & Video - Looking for lead team members and musicians. 
Counseling - If you or someone you know would like to talk, please contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Communion - If you would like a home visit to receive communion, contact ryan@orcaschurch.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Operation Christmas Child Dedication of Gift Boxes-November 20 @ 10:00am Service 
Thanksgiving Dinner- November 24 @ 3 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - December 24 @ 6pm  
Christmas Day Worship Service- Sunday, December 25 @ 10:00am 

  
ONGOING Events 
Monday Night Live! @ 5:30-7pm for Middle School Students 
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study @ 9:30-11:15am in the Sanctuary: Discerning the Voice of God 
Wednesday Night Live! @ 7-8:30pm for High School Students 
Thursday Morning Men’s Study @ 6:30am in the Family Center: 1st & 2nd Corinthians 
Thursday Kids’ Club @ 5:00pm in the Family Center for Grades 1-5 
Saturday Men’s Bible Study @ 8:00am in the Family Center: 1st and 2nd Thessalonians 
Sunday: Nursery @ 9:45am, Pre-k and Grades 1-5 @ 10am 
Sunday: aRise @ 11:30am-12:30pm for Middle and High School Students 

CONNECT WITH THE CHURCH 

Deacons 
Peggy Beebe - Chair - pbeebe68@gmail.com 
Don Mills - Vice Chair -  dpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Nathan Carter- Secretary - ncarter10@my.whitworth.edu 
Ethna Flanagan -  ethnaflanagan@gmail.com  
Susan Clark - stclark@rockisland.com 
Cory Foote - coryafoote@gmail.com 

Dawn Light - orcasdawn@icloud.com 
Mary Beth Macksey - marymacksey@hotmail.com 
Kathleen Mills - kpasdedeux@gmail.com 
Ryan Carpenter - ryan@orcaschurch.org 
Faith Heath - faithnjohn@gmail.com 
John Heath - fsjheath@gmail.com 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Brian Moss  
(brian@orcaschurch.org) 
Associate Pastor of Care & Admin: Ryan Carpenter 
(ryan@orcaschurch.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries: Jon Hane 
(jon@orcaschurch.org) 

Children's Ministry: Stephanie Moss 
(stephanie@orcaschurch.org)  
Administrative Assistant: Carol Kulminski 
(carol@orcaschurch.org) 
Facilities & Custodial: Bogdan Kulminski 
Custodial: Jimmy Stringer 
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Phone: 360.376.6422 
Email: oicc@orcaschurch.org 

Office Open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00am - 2:00pm
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